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VICTORIES HELP 





German Show Biz Futilely Tries 
To Keep Some Semblance of Unity 


ae 





{The following was written by 
an American newspaperman who 
returned recently after intern- 
ment in Germany] 





The show business behind the 
steel wall Germany has built 
around Europe has gone to pot. 
Films, variety, opera, radio—they’ve 
all lost their kick. And the boys 
in the drivers’ seats can’t needle 
them up to anywhere like standard, 

The big drought, of course, is 
caused by the little show der 
fuehrer is conducting on the Con- 
tinent. It's prought a shortage of 
everything from artistes, raw films 
and film machine crankers to buck 
and wingers. 

Many who used to lay them in 
the aisles (in Germany) are now in 
the army or in concentration camps, 
mostly the former, But those left 
have been_taken under the wing of 
the German High Command and 
escorted away to provide amuse- 
ment for the boys at the different 
fronts, 

Since the outbreak of this world 
conflagration, the lads carrying the 

(Continued on page 25) 


Capt. Billy Bryant's 
Showboat Specials 
‘Good Ham’ This Year 








Communique from Capt. Billy 
Bryant, dated June 1 from Hunting- 
ton, W. Va.: 


‘We are showboating again. Busi- 
ness is really big. Playing ‘The Hat- 
fields and the McCoys,’ ‘Slap a Jap,’ 
etc. It’s ham but good ham. 

‘They laugh every time I state we 
are going to play New York in the 
fall with ‘Hamlet,’ but by gosh, some 
day it’s going to happen! Trouble is, 
every time I get an angel, he gets 
to the ponies before I get to New 
York, 

‘If any of you are over this way 
this summer, drop in, But bring 
your rubbers, it’s a muddy season. 
Will be in Cincinnati from the 
middle of July on.’ 





Radio Preview of New 
Army Paper and Tunes 





Tunes from the forthcoming Irving 
Berlin soldier musical, ‘This Is the 
Army,’ will be premiered Saturday 
night (13) via a special broadcast on 
WJZ-Blue previewing the new Army 
newspaper, Yank, Show, to be titled 
‘Yank Goes to Press,’ will be heard 
at 10-11 p. m. and will originate at 
the Lotos Club, N. Y, 

Franklin P, Adams, H. R. Bauk- 
hage and Harold Ross, editor of the 
New Yorker mag, will co-m.c. the 
Program, 








Soon, No Face At All 


According to a Broadway wag, 
there’s one certain and immediate 
result of the U. S. Navy’s great 
victory this past week in the 
Pacific: 

No Japs have ever been so 
chagrined since the Kanazawa 
troupe found the porter at the 
Palace theatre using their risley 
barrels as garbage cans, 


ARMY HAS EYE 
ON ASBURY AS 
BARRACKS 


Asbury Park may be taken over 
by the Army soon. Army men have 
long had an eye on the resort as a 
spot to barrack service men going 
into training, same as was done at 
Miami Beach and Manhattan Beach 
and several other places. One of the 
major attractions for them at Asbury 
is the large Berkeley-Carteret hotel. 

According to several Army officers 
who revealed the possible take-over 
of Asbury’s facilities the government 
intends duplicating that action at 
other resorts too. It was pointed out 
that leasing buildings already in ex- 
istence saves time and money since 
there’s no wait for construction, and 
after the war they can be turned 
back to original purposes and not 
left to rot, as is the case with war- 
built camps. 














Theatres’ Bond Sales 
So Big They May Double 
$100,000,000 Yrly. Goal | 


Early scattered reports on sales of 
war bonds and stamps in theatres 
throughout the United States were 
reported encouraging to an extent 
that showmen are confident the 
$100,000,000 annual sales figure 
aimed at by America’s 15,000 the- 
atres will be exceeded. Some believe 
the sights may be raised to aim for 
$200,000,000 sale annually for the 
duration. 

Individual theatre reports on bond 
and stamp sales for the first week 
were above expectations. Paramount 
theatre, New York, reported sales of 
close to $9,000 the first week. Loew’s 
circuit reports $150,006 from sales in 
140 theatres. Loew’s Embassy, small 
seater in North Bergen, N. J., man- 
aged by Emmanuel Light, sold $15,- 
642 worth of stamps and bonds the 
first week, many times the normal 








gross. 
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MIOWAY BOOSTS 
CHET MUSIC BIZ 


However, ’°42 Radio Unable 
to Match Strength of 
1917-18 Vaudeville as 
Song - Plugging Medium— 
Not the Same Crowd Psy- 
chology 





WANT ‘ROMANCE’ 





By BEN BODEC 

During the recent downbeat of the 
sheet music business publishers have 
held that there was nothing wrong 
with that phase of the industry that 
couldn’t be cured by a couple of 
United Nations victories. Proof of 
this materialized over Monday and 
Tuesday of the current week. From 
an abnormally low level, which had 
prevailed consistently for five weeks, 
the sheet business suddenly zoomed 
to as much as 40% over what it was 
for the parallel two days of last 
week. 

The upsurge obviously had not 
been influenced by the entry of new 
hit songs. The present best seller 
list as a whole is about the same 
that has prevailed for the past three 
or four weeks. It is the consensus 

(Continued on page 44) 


lf aN. Y. Blitz 
Comes, Here Are 


The Jollity Boys 


‘Disaster units’ of singers, dancers 
and comics to go into bombed zones 
of New York before the 
rubble is cleared away, and aid in 
giving the victims a ‘lift,’ are being 
planned by the United Theatrical 
War Activities Committee. Units 
would give shows on trucks equipped 
with portable stages, in an endeavor 
to keep up morale in event of a 
catastrophic bombing of the type 
London, Cologne and Essen have 
undergone. 

UTWAC is lining up performers 
who would be available and fit for 
this most difficult sort of trouping. 





almost 





BENNY GOODMAN’S IDEA 


He’s Stirring Interest In Name Band 
Caravan for War Funds 








Benny Goodman is attempting to 
round up a group of five or six of 
the top name bands for a tour to- 
gether similar to the recent ‘Holly- 
wood Caravan’ idea. His plan is to 
play large auditoriums, ballrooms 

(Continued on page 55) 





SUNG SALES 








Not So Gay Dim Way Points Up N. Y. 
As the Forgotten City of World War Il 





The Moon Moves 


Australia as a likely place of 
romance for American troops 
has received recognition by Tin 
Pan Alley. The song is ‘Dreamy 
Australian Moon.’ 

Piedmont Music Co. is the pub- 
lisher and David Lahn and Vee 
Lawnhurst are the co-writers. 


PEPSI-COLAS 
NO. 2 BWAY 
CANTEEN 








New York City is getting another 
canteen for servicemen, also on 
Broadway, with the Pepsi-Cola soft 
drink company footing the bills. 
Construction is already under way 
in the Publicity Bldg. at 47th street 
and Broadway, opposite Father Duf- 
fy’s statue, with the opening sched- 
uled for around July 15, 

An effort has been made to keep 
the entire project hush-hush until 
there could be a great fanfare anent 
the preem. Spot will be called the 
New York Defense’ Recreation 
Lounge, and will be operated under 
auspices of the N,. Y.’s Defense Rec- 
reation Committee, of which Mar- 
shall Field is chairman, 

Pepsi-Cola, plus paying the rent 
and cost of construction, with the | 
over-all expenses figured at $100,000 
per year, will operate the food 
(sandwiches, pies, etc.) and soft 

(Continued on page 47) 


The Whodunit Market 








Booming; Radio Tabs 


Crime Fiction’s Millions 
| 





Promotion booklet issued by Mu- 
tual to plug a new mystery program, 
‘Great Detective Stories,’ to prospec- 
tive sponsors cites the success of a 
number of other whodunit shows, 
including ‘Mr. District Attorney,’ 
‘The Shadow,’ ‘Ellery Queen,’ ‘Gang 
Busters,’ ‘Thin Man,’ ‘I Love a Mys- 
tery,’ ‘Crime Doctor,’ ‘Inner Sanc- 
tum,’ ‘Bulldog Drummond’ and ‘Fa- 
mous Jury Trials.’ 

Blurb estimates that there are 40,- 
000,000 readers of crime fiction (not 
including pulp mags), notes that the 
number of mystery films in 1941 
was 141, compared to 48 in 1940. 
After relating the records of several 
crime programs, the circular gives 
details of ‘Great Detective Stories,’ 








Showmen appraising the effects of 
the war on New York look upon the 
world’s erstwhile No. 1 playground 
as the Forgotten City of World War 
II, Contention is that Manhattan lost 
its greatest magnet for the hinter- 
land when it lost its Mazda Lane, 
This, combined witk dimouts, black« 
outs, tire and gas rationing, likely 
restrictions on rail travel and especi- 
ally the absence of war plants, 
makes Gotham’s wartime future not 
too favorable. Show biz, one of New 
York’s most lucrative industries, is 
losing its foreign (hinterland) mar- 
ket—and some domestic as well. 

Until recently completely unaf- 
fected by threat of air or submarine 
attack, which has sent inhabitants of 
European capitals behind darkened 
windows and closed doors for enter- 
tainment since the autumn of 1939, 
the Broadway scene is now sharply 
contrasted with the brightness that 
prevailed here during the last war 
when the street was not under cover. 

Showmen also estimate that the 
draft and defense industries have 
drained from 850,000 to 1,000,000 in- 
habitants out of New York, with the 


(Continued on page 55) 


Click of ‘Candida’ Revival 
Cues Pascal’s M-G Film; 


Cornell or Garson to Star 


Recent click of ‘Candida’ revival in 
New York and on the road has in- 
trigued Metro’s interest, and word 
has just come from its author, George 
Bernard Shaw, in England, approv- 
ing S. N. Behrman’s screen adapta- 
tion, Gabriel Pascal, who produced 
two previous Shaviana pix—Pyg- 





malion’ and ‘Major Barbara’—will 
again produce under M-G aegis, 
Greer Garson or Katharine Cor- 
nell are mentioned for the title roles. 
Latter’s Broadway legit revival 


pointed up ‘Candida’ for filmization, 
and if Miss Cornell’s screen tests are 
okayed it will mark her first Holly- 
wood work after long holding out 
against films. 


Gracie Fields, Bea Lillie 
Will Top N. Y. Musicals 


The click “‘vaude engagement of 
Gracie Fields, heading Clifford C. 
Fischer’s “Topnotchers’, two-a-dayer 
at the 44th St, theatre, on Broadway, 
is a preface to a Shubert musical 
stardom in the fall. It started with 
Lee Shubert and the English come- 
dienne discussing a fall legit musi- 
cal, which touched off Shubert’s sug- 
gestion she might get her U. S. stage 
bearings back again by filling in for 
a few weeks in the Fischer (Shu- 
bert) vaudery. 

Another English comedienne like- 








suggesting selections from popular|ly to do a Broadway comeback is 


crime fiction for the first 13-week | 


cycle. 


Beatrice Lillie, starring in London 
now, 
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Show Business in 20 Cities Preps 


Celebrations for Allied War Heroes 


-_———_— + 


Show business participation in the 
war effort, at top speed almost since 
the day hostilities started, rea!ly 
moved into high gear on all fronts 
this week. Ifs biggest show, with | 
7,500,000 New Yorkers in the cast, 
was staged for American and British 
war heroes Monday (8), but perform- 
ances almost as impressive were be- 
ing prepared in cities throughout the 
country. 

While a half-dozen Hollywoodites, 
the initial contingent of some 30 who 
will visit 120 cities, set out on their 
bond-selling mission, show business 
committees in more than 20 towns 
were arranging celebrations for the 
War Heroes. In 14 other cities they 
were aiding the Army to stage its 
War Show, and in 15 additional spots 
were paving the way for the Treas- 
ury Department-Air Corps ‘Air Cav- 
alcade,’ which will be supplemented 
with three Hollywood stars. 

New York shindig for the 15 al- 
lied War Heroes, arranged by a corn- | 
mittee headed by Spyros Skouras, | 
20th-Fox prexy, was rated the big- 
gest Manhattan welcome since Lind- 
bergh’s triumphal homecoming in 
1927. Ticker tape and confetti pa- 
rade up Broadway ended at noon 
with a rally in Times Square, where 
fliers, commandos and naval heroes, 
astounded by all this ovation, were 
aided in their tongue-tied helpless- 
ness by Gracie Fields singing ‘All for 
One and One for All’ and ‘White 
Cliffs of Dover.’ 

20,000 Crowd 


Madison Square Garden rally in 
the evening found some of the top 
names in show business warming up 


(Continued on page 50) 

















Paging Joe Miller 





Mexico City. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

We have a customer who is in- 
terested in securing the Joe Mil- 
ler gag service. Could you give 
us any indication either regard- 
ing the service, its cost to us, and 
so forth, or the address of the 
gentleman himself, so that we 
may get in touch with him di- 
rectly? 

American Book Store, S.A. 


WHITEMAN RECORDING 
FOR CAPITAL LABEL 


Hollywood, June 9. 

First off the Victor record platter 
in years for Paul Whiteman will be 
sides for Capital Records, recently 
organized by B. G. DeSylva, Johnny 
Mercer and Glenn Wallichs. 

Others set by Capital include 
Garden Jenkins, Freddy Slack and 
Bobby Dolan orchestras, and vocal- 
ists Dennis Day, Connie Haines, 
Johnny Johnson, Mercer and Martha 
Tilton. First batch of pancakes will 
be ready for marketing toward end 
of the month. 


Frank Mandel (Schwab &) 
Back to Legit Production 


Frank Mandel, formerly teamed 
with Laurence Schwab in legit pro- 
duction, is coming back to Broadway 














| from the Coast and will re-enter the 


Miss Swarthout Continues — 
Prudential Hour; Met May. 
Revive ‘Werther’ for Her 


| 





Gladys Swarthout has signed a/| 
renewal with Prudential Insurance | 
to run through the summer. This | 
will force Met mezzo to eliminate | 
an extended concert tour next win- | 
ter but will be able to fill approx- | 
imately 20 dates with the first | 
scheduled in Oxford, Ohio, Oct. 14. | 

She is brushing up on ‘Werther’ | 
which it is rumored the Metro- 
politan may revive with Raoul 
Jobin opposite her. 


CAGNEYS RULE OUT ANY 
COHAN PLAY FILMINGS 


James and William Cagney have 
been giving consideration in the past | 
few weeks to the musicals of George | 
M. Cohan as their first vehicle under | 
their new pact with United Artists. 
They've pretty well voted them 
down, however, as being too simply 
written for adaptation as a present- 
day screenplay. 

James is currently starred in a 
biog of Cohan, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ and does many bits from 
Cohan plays in the film. William 
Cagney, who produced ‘Dandy’ for 
Warner Bros., will likewise be the 
producer on the UA films. 

Aside from the formula 
plots of ‘from rags to riches from | 
8:30 to 11:30,, Cagney brothers do | 
not want to present James as a song- | 
and-dance comedian. If he’s to dance | 
at all in his next picture, they want 
it to be a serious story with a couple 
of specialties for James worked in. 

William has been in New York for 
several weeks reading scripts and 
talking to agents and authors. He'll 
zo up to the Cagne 
Martha’s Vineyard, 7 esd at the on 
of this week for a short vacash be- 














Cohan | 


|} th 


| managerial field. First show he has 


scheduled is a straight play. Schwab 
& Mandel productions were featured 
by musical standouts, such as ‘Good 
News’ and ‘Follow Thru.’ 

On more than one occasion Schwab 
and Mandel announced they were 
through on Broadway, giving casting 
problems and other difficulties as 
reasons and going so far as to say so 
in paid ads. At intervals, however, 
Schwab produced solo and Mande] is 
following suit. Former has been 
resident in Miami Beach for some 
time, having realty interests there, 
including a hotel and apartment 
houses. 


Mickey’s ‘Last Fling’ 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Metro sidetracked production of 
the Rudyard Kipling story, ‘Kim,’ 
to permit Mickey Rooney to play 
e title role in ‘Andy Hardy’s Last 
Fling,’ starting this week with 
George Seitz directing. 

New member of the ‘Hardy’ cast 
is Robert Pittard, replacing George 
Breakstone, who joined the Army 
Signal Corps, 














BUY 


UNITED 
STATES 











It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Col, Pemberton Finally 
Sign Deal Giving Studio 
Right to Finance Plays 


First contract in years between a 
legit producer and Hollywood studio 
for the latter to back stage produc- 
tions has been signed,by Brock 
Pemberton and Columbia Pictures, 
after being delayed more than a 
year for one reason or another. 
Harry and Jack Cohn and Nate 
Spingold, of Columbia, had been 
flirting with the idea right along, 
but it’s understood that Pemberton 
was hesitant. Latter was con- 
tacted by Jimmie Stroock, of 
Brooks Costumes, for the picture 
outfit. Stroock appears to merely 
have a rooting interest. 

Unlike the agreement between 
Metro, the late Sam H. Harris and 
(Continued on page 46) 


LT. COL. JACK WARNER’S 
N. Y.-D. C. WAR CHORES 


Lt.-Col. Jack L. Warner, now in 
Washington in conference with offi- 
cials in the War Department, is like- 
ly to remain in the east for a month 
or longer, commuting from New 
York to the capital. 

Warner is reported working out 
extensive plans for film production 
geared to wartime needs. 














Cordon Col. Director 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Columbia handed a director con- 
tract to Michael Gordon, recently di- 
recting dialog on the same lot and 
formerly of the New York Group 
Theatre. 

Gordon’s first directorial job is 
‘Boston Blackie Goes Hollywood,’ to 








be produced by Wallace MacDonald. 

















fore returning to the Coast. 


L. A. Cops Empowered To 
Revoke Theatre Permits 


Los Angeles, June 9. 
New civic ordinance went into cae 
effect here giving Police Commission 7 : 
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the power to revoke theatre permits 
if lewd shows are presented, 

Law requires every theatre owner 
to file a new application accompanied 
by fingerprints, citizenship status, de- 
tails of any arrests or convictions 


Universal Pict 
and a filing fee of $1. Bape vai 
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ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
‘Certainly one of the funniest teams of ies — 

could snatch any show from the psa aaa 25 enbtaasteeh iin 

—Leaura Lee, Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


POooes 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





+++ 


Back on Broadway 

What a thrill being back on Broadway once more. You should see al] 
the fans at the station. I never saw such a marvelous cooling system. 

Walked over to the check room and asked the fellow if he had my 
bags. He said: ‘No, I go to bed early nights.’ 

All my relatives met me at the station. ‘One Ham’s Family.’ 

It really was a marvelous trip across country....The day I left the sun 
was shining—in Florida....Received some beautiful going-away gifts..., 
Maxie Rosenbloom baked me a very delicious cauliflower pie....one bite, 
and my ears folded up....I got a lovely gift from the California Chamber 
of Commerce....a jar of marinated kumquats, with cuffs—(just what I 
needed)....The porter showed me to my compartment and I got a chance 
to rest my weary bones... .those dice of mine get tired so easily. 

Ran into a friend of mine on the train who was quite upset because 
he mislaid his bag—but he found her later at the bar....I get into a card 
game and lost heavily at gin-rummy—'til I learned they'd been playing 
pinochle all along....Started another game with a writer friend of mine 
....It was a very unusual game—we played for ad-libs....My mother was 
the hit of the train. She was the only one playing gin-rummy with mink 
cards....My mother had terrific luck with the cards. She kept winning 
and winning. That’s the great game solitaire. 

There was one fellow on the train who I wouldn’t exactly say was 
crooked, but why were two midgets piaying cards up his sleeve....Got 
a little hungry so I walked into the dining car and was seated next to an 
absent-minded fellow who kept drinking his soup out of a straw....He 
kept forgetting he wasn’t with Shep Fields’ ‘Rippling Rhythm’ band any 
more, 

Got a little tired so decided to hit the hay, but couldn't sleep—the hay 
kept hitting back....Finally I called the porter and he brought in a flock 
of sheep that I could count, but they promptly fell asleep counting me.... 
Stopped off at Albuquergue and visited the Indian reservation and saw 
a lot of early Americans. They get up every morning at six....Albu- 
querque is a lovely place—you can get three squaw meals a day there— 
and whenever you look you see squaw haircuts. 

Necktie Party—Almost! 

Arrived at Chicago and was met by a band—of wandering gypsies 
who'd gotten lost....You should see the crowds that were gathered there 
when I stepped off the train....They kept hollering ‘We want Berle, we 
want Berle’....It’s a good thing I saw the rope in time....It was so hot 
in Chicago I saw a thermometer drinking a frozen malted....Finally got 
back on the train and arrived in New York city....I should of stayed 
right on the train and gone on to Belmont....did I have that ‘Mutual’ 
feeling. 

What a kick walking down Broadway again. They must have known 
my name was going up in lights at the State when I open there on the 
25th....that’s why they ordered no illumination at night....I brought 
back a present for Harry Link—a dozen handkerchiefs that he can twist 
(from the Oliver of the Same Name)....Made a round of the night spots 
with Leo Lindy, who took me to Toots Shor’s for dinner....catered by 
Dave’s Blue Room with Arnold Reuben as maitre d’, 

Walked into the ‘18 Ciub,’ and for a change wasn’t insulted (‘White’ of 
them!)....Went to a legitimate show that was such a ‘turkey,’ the man- 
agement is still plucking the feathers out of it....Bumped into J. C. Flip- 
pen who’s gone Veronica Lake on us....He’s wearing the hair on his 
chest, over one shoulder. 

P. S—Attention, social directors and M. C.’s. 
25. Pencils and pads are prohibited. 


H'wood’s Gold and Sunshine Helping 
Runyon Forget About His Broadway 


Open Loew’s State June 








Hollywood, June 9. 

Having been subjected these many 
months to the effulgence of gold and 
sunshine with which Hollywood 
abounds in the order named, Damon 
Runyon is not, as generally repre- 
sented, honing and hankering for his 
Harry the Horse and the kindred 
characters that have made _ for 
Lindy’s and himself a niche in a na- 
tion’s consciousness, It may come 


New British Frontier 


Returners from London tell of 
the British colonel who, at an of- 
ficers’ mess, looked strangely at 
Capt. David Niven, ex-film star 
now in the British army, and 
wanted to know, ‘I say, didn’t we 
meet somewheres before? Was 
it Malta? Or Gibraltar?’ 


‘No,’ said Niven, ‘I’ve never as horsey to the Old Blues of the 
been there, but perhaps it was in Big Town, but Runyon doesn’t 
Califorgia, where I was before greatly miss Broadway. He has it 


coming here.’ here on Vine Street, or so he says. 
‘Oh, I say,’ the colonel an- In fact, when accosted on the RKO 

swered, ‘I didn’t know we had lot, where he’s finishing “The Big 

a base out there!’ Street’ for early release, he sort of 


UNITED NATIONS FILM: |>:2vens"sostezes "inte ares 
SPEWACK’S U. S. CHORE 


brokenly confessed that, largely, 
while nobody was noticing, danged 
if he hasn’t gotten to like the place. 

Sam Spewack, whose anti-Fascist 
documentary picture for Lowell Mel- 
lett is virtually completed, will plane 


For lack of another reason, it could 
be the gold and sunshine in the order 
named. 
Actually, though, it’s because the 
(Continued on page 52) 
to England in August with a camera- 
man to film war scenes for a feature 
about the United Nations. He in- 
tends to go to Russia, China and 
elsewhere subsequently to shoot 


T. DORSEY REPEATS AT 
other material for the same picture. M-C; DUNHAM’S U PIC 


where Spewack will edit it and write Hollywood, June 9. 
a commentary. That, as well as the Metro and Tommy Dorsey got to- 

















anti-Fascist feature, will be distrib- 
uted by one of the major companies, 
through a deal to be arranged by 
Mellett. 

Anti-Fascist film also has a com- 
mentary by Spewack and spoken by 
Paul Stewart, with a musical back- 
ground conducted by Alexander 
Smallens. Feature is composed of 
clips from newsreels, seized Nazi 
footage and some privately shot films. 

With his wife, Bella, Spewack also 
has a legit script which Max Gordon 
plans producing on Broadway in the 
fall. The Spewacks authored ‘Boy 
Meets Girl,’ which George Abbott 
produced several years ago on 





Broadway and which was later 
filmed. 


5 ‘aA Fee 


gether on another picture deal and 
the bandleader brings his crew to 
the studio for eight weeks of shoot- 
ing in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ Fol- 
lowing that he goes into the Palla- 
dium for a stand, 

Another band booking for pictures 
was Universal’s signing of Sonny 
Dunham for ‘Off the Beaten Track.’ 





ERNIE NEVERS’ SOLO PIC 
Hollywood, June 9. 
Ernie Nevers, onetime Stanford 
football great, plays in his first ana 
last picture for the duration of the 
war for Columbia. 
After finishing in ‘Spirit of Stan- 
ford’ he goes into the Navy as phys!- 





cal instructor. 
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RAP ‘JOB-STEALING’ DISCS 





Atlantic Beach Points Affected 


By Dimming But Not Alarmingly; 
Radio Hurt Mostly on West Coast 


<+ 








Complete blackouts of beach 
points along the entire Atlantic 
Coast is hurting business in various 
spots, not in others, while dimouts 
further inshore appears to be caus- 
ing some damage, particularly in 
smaller towns where street lighting 
always has been poor anyway. 
Roundup of other cities, as affected 
by dimouts, are included herewith. 
Pacific slope indicates rather spotly 
effect. Seattle has felt the alerts 
keenly; Frisco okay; Portland, Ore., 
theatre biz doing well. 

In Miami Beach, Fla. where 
everything is blacked out, with 
theatres difficult to find and cars 
allowed to travél no more than 20 
miles an hour, the loss of local and 
tourist trade is offset markedly by 
the patronage of soldiers. Between 
28,000 and 30,000 are stationed at 
Miami Beach. While business there 
at present is below that of last year, 
the summer may not be any worse, 
especially if additional troops are 
stationed at this point. In Miami 
proper, grosses are also off as com- 
pared with last year, but this is at- 
tributed partly to attractions the 
last few weeks. 

Beach theatres all along the 
Florida coast, including Jacksonville, 
Daytona and other points are af- 
fected by the blackouts but in Jack- 
sonville proper the trend of theatre 
attendance remains firm. This is 


(Continued on page 54) 


Groucho Marx First Of 


Summer Guests With Brice; 
Now Poast Toasties Show 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Groucho Marx will be the guest 
lead, subbing for Frank Morgan, 
with Fannie Brice, Thursday night 
(11) on the Post Toasties (formerly 
Maxwell House) show on NBC. 
Jimmy Durante has the assignment 








| 





the next week, June 18, with sub- 


sequent substitutes not yet booked. | commandos. 
Morgan will vacation four weeks, | cjude much footage on the tough- 


after which Miss Brice will take a 


four-week layoff. Guest leads will | 


also substitute for her. General 
Foods is the sponsor of the series 
and Benton & Bowles the agency. 


METRO’S ‘SHOW BOAT’ ON 
B’WAY BEFORE FILMING 


Metro, which recently acquired the 
remake rights to ‘Show Boat’ from 
Universal, is making plans for a 
of the musical 
before sending it before the cameras. 
Idea is that a legit run will not only 
be profitable, but be a good buildup 
for the film. 

Oscar Hammerstein II, who wrote 
‘Show Boat’ with Jerome Kern, has 
been pacted by Metro to direct the 
Broadway version. Musical was 
originally presented by Florenz Zieg- 
feld in 1928 and filmed by Universal 
in 1929 and again in 1936. 


WB-Par Swap Flivs 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Loanout deal involving Fred Mac- 
Murray for Ann Sheridan has col- 
lapsed. 

Latter was to have played ‘Tex 
Guinan’ for Paramount, with Mac- 
Murray slated for Warners’ ‘Princess 
O’Rourke,’ 

















DURANTE’S FAMILY WOES 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Jimmy Durante flew back to New 
York Monday (8) to be at the bed- 
Side of his sister, whose illness took 
a turn for the worse. 
Condition of his wife here has im- 
Proved, 


Taking No Chances 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Jap bombing of Alaskan bases 
caused a shift in night filming on 
Hollywood picture lots. 

Fourth Interceptor Cédmmand 
ordered all studios to abandon 
all after-dark shooting until fur- 
ther notice. 


DEFENSE JOBS 
K. 0. CHORINE 
MARKET 


Philadelphia, June 9. 


There was a time when Philadel- 
phia nitery. operators were con- 
stantly deluged by gals looking for 
jobs as showgals, chorines, cigaret 
gals—in fact wanting to do anything 
to get a start in show business. But 
those days are apparently gone—at 
least for the duration. 

Last week Jack Lynch inserted ad- 
vertisements in the newspapers seek- 
ing girls to join his line of Glamour 
Girls. Pay offered was $35 to $40 
a week. But with defense plants 
and Government offices offering as 
high as $60-a-week, Lynch’s ad got 
scant attention. Onty five girls 
answered the ad. And only one was 
suitable. 


PAR’S COMMANDO BI0G 
OF LORD MOUNTBATTEN 


Paramount has under considera- 
tion a film biog of Lord Louis 
'Mountbatten, chief of England’s 
It would naturally in- 




















ened troops which he commands. 

Mountbatten arrived in Washing- 
ton last week for confabs with U.S. 
Army and supply execs. It is under- 
stood Par rep there will talk further 
with him on the project which was 
originally broached to him in Lon- 
don, 





Muni in ‘Commandos’ 
Hollywood, June 9. 

Paul Muni is coming back to 
Hollywood to star in ‘The Com- 
mandos,’ a tale of British raids on 
the European continent, to be pro- 
duced for Columbia by Lester 
Cowan. 

John Farrow, on leave from the 
British Navy, is signed as director. 
Currently Farrow is winding up an- 
other sea battle story, ‘Wake Island,’ | 
at Paramount. ‘Commandos’ has a| 
Norwegian background, based on a 
mag story by C. S. Forester. 








SATAN VS. HITLER 


Roach’s ‘The Devil With Hitler’ Being 
Closely Watched 








Press and public reaction to the 
new Hal Roach short feature, ‘The 
Devil With Hitler,’ soon to be re- 
leased, will be watched carefully by 
those in Hollywood and Washington 
interested in propaganda via films. 
Picture definitely names and carica- 
tures Hitler and, although a comedy, 
takes as its principal thesis that the 
Nazi Fuehrer is literally worse than 
the devil himself. 

This will be the first film made 
during this war that goes so far in its 
excoriation of Hitler, especially via a 
humorous vein, and thus there's 
double interest in it academically. 


the Nazi regime on Hitler, instead of 





(Continued on page 16) 


AFM. TOFIGHT 
CANNED VALS 


Petrillo Calls Recordings a 
Menace to Self-Interest of 
Musicians Union—Reports 
Warnings of Gutta Percha 
Lawyers That A.F.M. 
Leaders Might Be Jailed 
for Conspiracy 








HOME USE OKAY 


Dallas, June 9. 

Effective Aug. 1, the making of 
canned music by 140,000 union mem- 
bers, except under certain conditions, 
has been banned. James C. Petrillo, 
president, so informed the American 
Federation of Musicians at its open- 
ing session Monday (8) of an six- 
day (47th annual) national conven- 
tion. More than 1,000 delegates and 
their families are registered. 

The announcement climaxed a 
fight which Petrillo has waged for 
years against transcribed music. 
Petrillo briefly traced the history of | 
the union’s battle to control the mak- 
ing and use of transcribed music in | 
1937. He said the A. F. of M. had} 


conducted a series of unsuccessful | 


negotiations with transcription and 
recording companies. 

‘They argued,’ said Petrillo, ‘that 
no one can stop progress. We argued 
that ‘musicians faced a _ situation 


(Continued on page 27) 





‘Shores of Tripoli’ Pic 
Inspires 39 Marine 


Enlistments in 1 Town 





Detroit, June 9. | 


Believed to be a new high in 
theatre enlistments in connection | 
with a single picture showing, 39 | 
Marine Corps recruits were given a} 
sendoff last week by Governor Van 
Wagoner at Lansing. The large} 
group was enlisted in connection | 
with the showing at the Butterfield 
chain’s Michigan theatre there of 
‘The Shores of Tripoli.’ 

Previously, service branches here 


have made tieups with pix for re-| 
but enlistments | 
never have burgeoned in proportion | 
to the drive which netted close to| 


cruiting purposes, 


40 men in a small city theatre. 





Film Biz Would Up 
But Prefers U. S. 





Me and Mars 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Bryan Foy has nine pictures 
dealing directly or indirectly 
with war on his 20th-Fox pro- 
duction slate. 

Latest is ‘Man of Mystery,’ spy 
story, now being scripted by 
George Bricker. 


D.C. EXCHANGING 
IDEAS WITH 
HOLLYWOOD 


System is being set up between 
| Washington and Hollywood to keep 
studios informed of Government 


viewpoint on the war, national and 
international questions, social prob- 
lems and other events as they come 
up. It will also apprise Hollywood 
| of what’s going on in various de- 
|partments in the Capital that might 
be of interest in pictures, or as pic- 
ture ideas. 

Setup will comprise merely the 
weeding through of all Government 
press handouts and speeches by im- 
portant officials. Those that appear 
to have some value to Hollywood 
will be edited down in quickly 
readable form for writers, direc- 
tors, producers and other studio 
| officials. 

Project is being handled by the 
| Office of the Coordinator of Govern- 
iment Films, Lowell Mellett. In 
Washington releases will go through 
ithe office of Mellett’s assistant, Arch 
|Mercey, who will forward them to 
Fred Polanger on the Coast. He'll 
}put them in final form for the stu- 
|dios. They will not be issued as a 
book or pamphlet, but as individual 
i releases. 

Polanger is assistant to Nelson | 
Poynter, Meliett’s rep in Hollywood. 
Poynter left Washington Monday 
(9) night after 10 days there work- 
ing on the new setup and discussing 
|}other problems with Mellett. 





























Film Press Group Seeks to Deflate 
‘Odiousness of High H'wood Wages | 


Scope of the conversations and 
plans of the Public Relations Com- | 
mittee, eastern division, recently set 
up by the film industry is not gen- 


| erally realized either within or with- | 


out the trade. Policy of playing 
down its own importance is a studied 
one by the heads of the pub-ad de- 
partments of the major companies, 


who comprise the Public Relations 
Committee. They feel that their work 
can be most effective on a q.t. basis. 

Breadth of the discussions is evi- 
denced by the fact that a major 
problem being considered is that 
created by Hollywood's high salaries. 
One of the points to be adduced in 
the nationwide survey projected by 
the committee will be public reac- 
tion to these six-figure pay enve- 
lopes. 

Major significance of the establish- 
ment of the committee is that it has 
taken the public relations of the in- | 
dustry out of the hands of a few 
professional apologists. In the saddle 
instead is a group that hopes to be 





Idea of putting the entire blame for | 


able to take aggressive action in not | 
lonly meeting criticism but heading it | 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Good Will Bally 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Good will committee to culti- 
vate friendly relations between 
the public and the picture in- 
dustry is being organized here 
by studio publicity directors, 
independent of the New York | 
public relations group. 

Key men from each studio 
publicity staff will be named this 
week to promote national under- 
standing of the aims of Holly- 
wood. 


COLGATE, LIKE RCA, 
CONSIDERING JOLSON 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet has staked | 
out the Tuesday 8:30-8:55 period on | 
CBS for occupation by either Guy | |} 
‘Lombardo or a variety show. It is 
considering Al Jolson as ne Bat 
for the latter program. Another ac- | 
count currently interested in Jolson | 
lis RCA. 

Lombardo’s present niche on mes 
jis Saturday, 8-8:30 p. m. 
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Its War Shorts 
Drop Film Prod.; 


Mellett and Horton Can't See That 


Several of the major companies 
have reportedly transmitted word to 
Washington that the industry will 
speed up and increase its program of 
shorts for the war effort if the gov- 
ernment in turn will eliminate its 
competition with the industry. Move 
is aimed primarily at the Office for 
Emergency Management Film Unit, 
which operates from New York. 

Lowell Mellett, Coordinator of 
Government Films, and Robert Hor- 
ton, chief of the OEM information 
service, under whom the film unit 
operates, will not go along with the 
industry on the plan, it is under- 
stood. They feel that by the very 
existence of their own film-making 
facilities they hold strong hand in 
asking the cooperation of Hollywood 
on war propaganda pictures, 


Product turned out by the OEM 
unit, the Department of Agriculture, 
the Federal Security Agency and 
other Federal divisions have never 
proved even the shadow of any real 
threat yet to Hollywood, but the in- 
dustry would prefer that Washington 
do the governing and Hollywood the 
film-making. It feels that it is more 
competent than the Government to 
turn out pictures and doesn’t relish 
competition fcr free pictures from a 
source that can push its product into 
theatres by various sorts of pressure. 


(Continued on page 52) 





| Todd to Pay Berlin 


$160 Weekly for Old 


Song Use in Revue 





Irving Berlin’s “The Girl on the 
Police Gazette,’ from an old ‘On 
the Avenue’ filmusical, will be the 
only ‘old’ tune in ‘Star and Garter,’ 
opening some time next week at the 
Music Box, N. Y. Michael Todd, pro- 
ducer, will pay Berlin $100 weekly 
for the song during the revue’s run. 

Berlin in turn will donate the $100 
each week to servicemen’s charities, 
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Morgenthau s Pep 


Talk for War Bond 


Sales Worries Exhibs on B.0. Biz 





Minneapvlis, June 9. 


There's criticisin in local film trade 
circles of Secretary Morgenthau’'s re- 
cent radio appeal to the public to 
spend only on necessities so as to 
have more funds for investment in 
war securities. The Secretary said 
that, before spending their money, 
people should decide if the expendi- 
ture is necessary, indicating that, in 
his opinion, the only buying should 
be of necessities. 

While agreeing that 
should invest at least 10° of their 
income in such securities and do 
everything within reason to aid the 
war effort financially, film trade 
leaders here feel that it will hurt 
morale, and thus injure the war 
effort, if all pleasure is foregone 
through a feeling that such sacrifices 
are a duty. They wonder if Wash- 
ington really wishes theatres and 
other amusement places to shutter 


during the war, point out that this | 


necessarily would follov if the 
public followed the Treasury Secre- 
tary’s advice. In all this connection, 
they recall a statement by President 
Roosevelt expressing the wish that 
professional baseball leagues should 
go through with their seasons de- 
spite the war. 

_ Even though they realize that even 
the present diversion of spare funds 
into war securities and the ac- 
‘companying propaganda is starting 
to hurt the boxoffice badly, prac- 
tically all local exhibitors are co- 
operating in the campaign to sell the 
stamps and bonds. They’re on sale 
at nearly all boxoffices and the vast 
majority of theatres are running 
trailers and using other means to in- 
duce the purchase of these securities, 





Socialites in Philly 
Canteen Burn Actors 


Who Plan Own Venture 





Philadelphia, June 9. 
Philly actors are sizzling at the 


brusheroo they’ve received at the 


hands of the committee settinug up 
he local branch of the American 
heatre Wing Canteen—and _ the 
home town thesps are getting set to 
open a canteen of their own. 

The actors’ hangout for 
ervice men will be known as the 
Backstage Canteen’ and will be run 

(Continued on page 20) 


KYSER, RUBINOFF ON 





1-NITE CAMP TOURS 


sverybody | 


visiting 





a 


| Just Another Spree 





Hollywood, June 9. 

Four film stunters, who risked 
their necks in daily chores tor 
Universal, are taking risks now 
for Uncle Sam. 

Joining the Navy in a body 
were Tom Steele, Bert Wolfe, 
Jimmy Dundee and Allan Pome- 
roy. 


ARMY-NAVY NO LIKE 
BASEBALLERS’ BALLY 


Washington, June 9. 
Major league baseball owners had 
Judge Landis rule against American 
and National League stars partici- 
pating in benefit service games be- 











cause of complaints from the Army 
and Navy. 
In a recent Washington game 


‘Satchel’ Paige at Griffith Stadium 
drew 22,000 on a Sunday, in which 
soldier Cecil Travis picked up some 
furlough change for his effort. Other 
minor leaguers in service uniforms 
took part, in what was billed as an 
‘All Star’ outfit playing Dizzy 
Dean’s team. What irritated the 
brasshats was that the Yankee-Sen- 
ators game for Army Emergency 
Relief drew only 9,200 on a Satur- 
day and with a spectacular program 
listed as an extra added attraction. 
Admitted that the service game was 
poorly promoted, while the Satchel 
Paige turnout was mostly Negro 
patronage. 

Navy was also perturbed over the 
way Bob Feller was advertised in 
Chicago. Feller, in Navy uniform, 
was suddenly ordered to Newport 
and was unable to appear as adver- 
tised. Nevertheless he was given a 
check for $1,000 which he promptly 
leo over to Navy Relief. 

Back of all the controversy may 
be a bit of publicity promotion for 
the major league All Star game with 
the pick of all service ball tossers, 
scheduled for Cleveland on July 8. 
At any rate, the big league parks are 
closed to the Saturday and Sunday 
promotions with teams featuring 
}men in Uncle Sam’s uniform. 
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Engel Assigned 
Great Lakes, Ill., June 9. 


; 
| Naval Reserve as a yeoman, third 
class, 


Kay Kyser and his orch started is now attached to the band, 
last night (Tues¢ y) o:. a four-week |™usic and entertainment office of 
volunteer tour of Army and Navy | the U. S. Naval Training Station 
posts under auspices of USO-Camp | here. 

Shows, Inc. Although many name} Yeoman Engel’s home is Jackson, 
bands have done voluntary one-night | Miss., but he has resided in New 
stands in the camps, this is the first | York City fer several years. During 


tour by a name outfit for the exclu- 
sive purpose of entertaining service 
men, Kyser is personally paying all 
expenses, including transportation 
and hotels. 


Also touring under CSI auspices is 


Dave Rubinoff,. who'll fiddle his way and has conducted for recordings | 

through three weeks of camps and mace be Sone, «Fister: end 

bases, starting at Fort Bragg. N. C., | Brunswick. 

tomorrow (Thursday) night. He | Engel is also president of the Ar- | 

winds up at Camp Blanding, Fla., |W Music Press, Inc., a non-profit 

July 4. organization formed for the purpose 
Kyser teed off at Fort Jay. N.Y of publishing serious music com- 

and is in New England tonight. He'll posed by Americans, 

work his way south. He's doing a | " 

two-and-one-half-hour show, in the | Frisco’s Fighter 

usual College of Musical Knowledge ree 

format, selecting six soldiers as par- | San Francisco, June 9. 

ticipants in each camp. | Bob Kingsley, Telenews theatre 
Kyser’s regular Wednesday evening | &Ssistant manager, army. 

broadcasts will originate from what- | Jack Tobin, Telenews manager 


ever post he hap) 1s to be at, 





Doolittle’s Men Dood It, 


So Akron Ops Send Check 


| his musical career he wrote and con- 
| ducted 33 Broadway shows, con- 
| ducted over 500 broadcasts on major 
|radio networks and more than 1,000 
| concerts. He has lectured on music 
|in leading universities and *clubs, 


jhere until his shift a short time ago 
to Dallas, has gone into the navy 
with a commission. 

Dan McLean, inventor and pres- 
ident of the Ten-O-Win Co., and 
manager of the Embassy, accepted 


Akron, O.. June 9. as a chief boatswain. His partner 
The moving picture operators’ |i" the theatre, Lee Dibble has taken 

Union at Akron, which last Jan, g| Charge for the duration. 

put up $250 as a reward for the McLean was formerly in the mer- 


first U. S. flier to bomb Tokio. has 
mailed a check for that amount to 
Brig. Gen. Jimmy Doolittle, to use as 
he sees fit ‘for the men who accom- 
pained him on the Tokio bombing 
mission or their families.’ 

John Shuff is business agent and 
Albert Wright is president of the 
Akron local 





| A. Lehman Engel, 31, composer, | 
conductor, author and _ jecturer, 
who enlisted recently in the U. S. 





chant marine, and has operated his 
own cabin cruiser for years. 





Roscoe Ates. 


Ft. Worth, June 2. 
Stuttering comedian Roscoe Ates 
left Clover club, nite spot here, te 
accept a captaincy in the Army In- 


Capt. 
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| WILLIE HOWARD 
14th successful week, “Priorities of 
| 1942’ at the 46th Street Theatre, 
New York. 

“Triple A Endorsements... Willie 
Howard's drolleries in ‘Priorities of 
1942.” 

LOUIS SOBOL, 


New York Journal-American. 


DIMOUTS HIT 
CAMP SHOWS 
ALSO 








New dimout regulations have ended 
all after-dark shows in 
Army camps and naval bases on both 
coasts. USO Camp Shows as a result 
|has been forced to readjust sched- 
ules so that performances are com- 
| pleted before darkness sets in. It 
means elimination of the second show 


outdoor 





| in the larger camps where two per- 
| formances a night were being given. 

Edict saves considerable trouble in 
setting up outdeor lighting equip-. 
|m-nt, but CSI execs feel daylight 
| performances don’t have quite the 
same punch as the afier-dark spot- 
lighted affairs. C'est la guerre, how- 
ever. 


+++¢, 


Uncle Sam's Roll Call 
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Ellington Field, Houston, Tex. 
Ates took his exams recently while 
| filling an engagement at Jack Pep- 
per’s in Dallas. 


{ apenoce Corps. He’s stationed at 





Memphis’ Profit and Loss 
Memphis, June 9. 
Trade gained and lost in shuffle 
with Army this week. 
| Tony Carruth, ace Warner-Vita- 
graph salesman, took off for Officers 
Training cam; 
Myron Meyer, 


of Malco Theatre 


induction, 
doctor, 


turned down by Army 
Resumes post at Malco. 





Sam Byrd in Navy 
| Charlotte, N. C., June 9. 
Sam Byrd, the Mount Olive, N. C.., 
who made his mark on Broad- 
} (Continued on page 20) 


| Ist ‘Lunchtime Follies’ 
Clicks At Shipbuilding 
| Yard Near New York 


DOY 


| First noontime unit show for war 
workers was’ presented at the 
Wheeler Shipbuilding plant near 


New York Monday (8), under the 
auspices of the American Theatre 
Wing. Idea was regarded as a suc- 
cess and will spread to many lo- 
calities. Featuring the initial show 
was a skit called ‘The Man Who 
Went to Moscow,’ staged by Moss 
Hart— 
ATW’s war works entertainment, 
known as ‘Lunchtime Follies,’ has 
secured the promise of 50 authors 
who will write 10-minute sketches. 
Understood that players are to be 
compensated under a plan where 
the costs will be shared or paid in 
full by the plant managements. En- 
tertainers were taken to the ship- 
yard Monday in a half dozen cars 
driven by members of the Amer- 
ican Women’s Volunteer Service. 





staff, returned from Fort Oglethorpe |; 





| 
| 
| 





Shakespeare As Soldier Entertainment 
Wins Majority Vote; ‘Macbeth’ Socko 





Such Is Fame 


Ft. Meade, Md., June 9. 


When Maurice Evans brought 
his production of ‘Macbeth,’ with 
Judith Anderson, to this army 
camp for three performances last 
week, it was the first time most 
of the soldiers had ever seen 
Shakespeare, In many cases, it 
was the first time they'd ever 
seen any live show. 

When the ovation for the initial 
performance had finally ended 
and the audience was filing out, 
a Hollywood-wise corporal ex- 
pressed his idea of the play. ‘it’s 
a kind of ‘What Makes Sammy 

Run?’ in costume,’ he said. 





WHITNEY INTO AIR 
CORPS INTELLIGENCE 


‘Desire to get closer to the war,’ 
led to his resignation as chief of the 
films division of the Office of Co- 
ordinator of Inter-American Af- 








fair, John Hay Whitney explained | 


last week. He has been com- 
missioned a captain in the Army 
Air Corps Intelligence. Francis Al- 
stock, long associated with Whitney 
in various enterprises as aide and 
adviser, has been named to succeed 
him. 

Whitney intends to finish up at 
the OCLAA around June 20 and go 
immediately into service. He'll at- 
tend the training school for Air 
Corps Intelligence at Harrisburg, 
Pa., for six weeks. It’s assumed 
that after that he may be assigned 
to a post in which the knowledge 
of Latin America he has gained in 
the past 18 months can be employed. 

Alstock is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Oregon and the Harvard 
Business School. He was formerly 
with RKO and_  Selznick-Interna- 
tional. 

Summary 
ney’s office 


of the work of Whit- 
since its inception. in 
October, 1940, reveals that the in- 
dustry in that time, cooperating 


with OCIAA, has released 18 features 


on themes relating to the other 
American republics. It has in pro- 
duction 12 additional features. It 


has also set up machinery by which 
all films based on inter-American 
themes are supervised by experts to 
insure accuracy of treatment and 
interpretation, 

In the non-theatrical 
ney’s division has released 69 films 
for distribution in Latin America 
and 34 for distribution in the United 
States. It is expected there will be 
300 16-mm. films available by De- 
cember. 

There has also 
up of newsreel coverage 
rangements for compilation 
16-mm. newsreel 


field, Whit- 


been a stepping 
and 
of two 
summaries to be 
distributed monthly throughout 
Latin America for 
showing. 


American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 











By RADIE HARRIS 


Chairman, Entertainment Committee 
Constance Collier 
distinguished and 
Senior Hostesses, 
fellow 


one of the most 
of 
saw two of hei 
countrymen chatting at a 
table and joining them, asked ‘What 
were you about?’ 

They shy at first, then one 
of them confessed, ‘We were talking 
about a rag. doll.’ ‘You’ see, 
I have been married five years and 
I have a daughter in England who is 
four now, and more than anything 
in the world, she wants a rag doll. 
You know, Lady, they used to be 
Sixpence before the war and now 
they are five shillings and sixpence: 
so I thought I would wait until I got 
to America and send one back to 
her. But I found out that the diffi- 
culty was that my English pay ex- 
changed into American dollars made 
the price of the doll equal, so I am 
afraid my little girl will have to 
wait until the war is over to get her 
precious dollie.’ 

His friend was a boy from Wales 
and when Miss Collier #sked him if 
there was anything he particularly 
wanted, he hestitatingly confided 
that he wished he could borrow a 
copy of ‘How Green Was My Valley’ 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Washington, June 9. 

Scanning the first poll of the Army, 
and how it likes the productions of 
William Shakespeare, the result gives 
the Bard of Avon a clear majority. 
From the audience reception slips 
collected from the soldiers at Fort 
Meade, Md., after the three perform- 
ances there last week of ‘Macbeth’ 
by the Maurice Evans-Judith Ander- 
son company, comes this tabulation: 

Those who enjoyed the play, 1,512; 
three said “Take it away and give us 
hotcha’; 1,496 said they would like 
more Shakespeare; five said ‘no’ or 
‘lay off Macduff.’ 

This experimental venture of the 
War Department in the cultural 
drama disclosed that 713 soldiers 
were watching their first perform- 
ance of Shakespeare, and 803 had al- 
ready seen professional performances 
of the world’s most enduring play- 
wright. All three performances 
were S.R.O., with many turned away. 


too many of the free tickets were dis- 
tributed in Washington to War De- 
partment and other civilians, thus 
limiting uniformed patronage. On 
all three nights the Shakespeare 
presentations had to compete with 
three picture shows in other camp 
(Continued on page 20) 


FBI Playing Safe By 


Mugging, Fingerprinting 
N. Y. Canteen Volunteers 


All persons connected with the 
American Theatre Wing’s Stage 
Door Canteen, 44th Street, west of 
Broadway, N. Y., must be finger- 
printed. Process of registering and 
getting such records started last 
Friday (5) and is due to be com- 
| pleted today (10). Fingerprints of 
| hostesses, those serving food and in 
| executive work are included, and it 
is expected that entertainers will 
also be registered. 

Records will be turned over to the 
| FBI for possible reference hereafter. 
| Explained that there is a possibility 
| that some persons asking questions 
of men in uniform may reveal in- 
|formation that may reach enemy 
Also said that some ‘out- 














sources, 
siders’ slipped into the Canteen as 


volunteer workers, although the 
| Wing wants only those definitely 
{connected with show business. In 


|} addition to fingerprints, the entire 
‘complement is being photographed, 
one print to be pasted on an iden- 
tification card and another for the 
official records. 

Installation of a cooling system is 
being speeded, necessity being em- 
phasized by the summer heat and 
| humidity. Canteen continues to jam 
'in soldiers and sailors of allied 
countries. On one recent evening, 
| 3,100 boys were entertained and a 
new high for one week of 17,844 was 
tallied. 

Wing will enroll all amateur col- 
|lege dramatic and little theatre 
| groups in the U. S., aiming to raise 
to establish canteens 
| throughout the country. 
| N. Y. to L.A. 
| Mrs. Irving Berlin. 

Saul H. Bornstein. 
Sue Carol. 

Ann Corio. 

Jean Dalrymple 
Donald Friede. 
Walter Huston. 
John Joseph, 


Alan Ladd. 
Nelson Poynter. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Ann Baxter. 
Milton Berle. 
William Bowers. 
Charles Coburn. 
Jinx Falkenburg. 
Glenda Farrell. 
L.. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Leland Hayward, 
Irving Hoffman. 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Walter Johnson. 
Mannie Manheim. 
Ann Miller. 
Joseph H. Moskowitz. 
Ralph Murphy. 
Lyn Murray. 
Harry Perry. 
Jack Rieger. 
Jack Sayers. 
Doris Snyder. 
George Stevens. 
Sydney Towell. 
Charles- Vanda. 





Some soldiers complained because | 
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PIX MUST SELL THE WAR 





With nothing so impoftant in the United States today as 
everyone pulling together for victory, some segments of the 


film industry present a discouraging spectacle. 


On the one 


hand is the production and distribution end, fiddling around, 
failing with a few exceptions, to get its teeth rapidly enough into 
a program that will really sell the war effort. On the other is 
a group of exhibitors, chiseling by refusing to book the few war 
pictures that have been made on the utterly preposterous claim 
that distributors should sell them at reduced rentals. 


Hollywood should have its due for the fine pictures it has 
made on war themes—such pictures as Metro’s ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ 
20th-Fox’s ‘This Above All.’ ‘They prove, too, against what 
some studio executives seemingly would prefer not to believe, 
that good propaganda product and high boxoffice values are 
not antitheses, that they can go hand in hand. 


But there are all too few of the right films, Transplanting 
a cliched hoss opry plot into an army background, or filming 
a bromidic yarn at Marine Corps base, is not doing a job. And 
those 26 shorts about which there was so much crowing when 
the industry agreed to make them at the suggestion of Lowell 
Mellett seven weeks ago are still in the preliminary stages, 


Washington, however, must take as much blame as the in- 
dustry for the failure to get a real program on films into high 


gear. This is war. 


The nice-nellyism of polite suggestion 


must be thrown to the wind in favor of two-fisted punching. 
That’s the only language some people understand. 


On the other hand, the many producers willing and anxious to 
perform an important task ‘must not rest in friendly, but inert, 
expectation of directives nobody in Washington has any in- 
tention of issuing,’ as Archibald MacLeish told the radio in- 
dustry several weeks ago. MacLeish made another point to the 
broadcasters of which the film industry might well take note. 
The Government, he said, does not want a mere donation of 


mechanical facilities. 
energy.’ 


It asks of radio ‘its brain, its heart, its 


As for exhibitors demanding reduced rentals for the so-called 
patriotic features, that’s nothing but a chisel, If the films are 
good enough to merit 40% rentals, producers are entitled to 


every bit of that. 


If they’re not good and won’t do business, 


that will soon enough become clear and the usual laws of sup- 
ply and demand will drive the percentages down. 


Exhibitors’ claims that ‘patriotic’ pictures can be made more 


ir i | 
cheaply than others are so infrequently true they do not merit} 
The fact is that the films use up screen time from 


discussion. 


which producers must draw revenue. There’s no mention in all 
the exhibitor talk of willingness on their part to give up profits. 


Paramount has made a commendable concession in offering 
to sell the shorts it makes under the Mellet program for $1 a 


day. 


Other distributors are planning concessions, too, 


Now 


it’s up to the major companies to turn the shorts out as rapidly 
as possible and exhibitors to see that they are played at every 


show every day. 





Both sides might well consider how many pictures they | 


could sell or how many theatres they could operate in a world 
dominated by Hitler and Hirohito. 





1940 Base for Curtailing Raw Film 
Opposed By Companies With Greatly 


Increased Accounts; More Huddles 


——$—$ 


Establishment of fixed ceilings on 
the number of prints to be made for 
various classes of pictures was one 
of the proposals advanced at meet- 
ings of producer-distributors last 
week in an effort to stave off an 
arbitrary Government edict cutting 
the use of raw film stock. Meetings 
are being continued in order to 
quickly establish, on a_ voluntary 
basis, a sizable reduction in use of 
stock so that the War Production 
Board will not find it necessary to 
clamp down with a restrictive order 
which is believed imminent and may 
enforce curtailment by 25%. 

Instead of from 250 to 400 prints 
for top product, it was proposed that 
pictures in the top category be lim- 
ited to around 325 prints, with a 
maximum of say 175 or 200 prints 
for pictures in secondary classifica- 
tion and perhaps 125 prints for C 
pictures. It was pointed out that 





consent decree, or limited 
block selling, the major consent 
distributors require fewer prints 
due to slower distribution, so that no 
great sacrifice would be entailed. 

Reported that only 250 prints were 
used in distribution of ‘Ball of Fire,’ 
where 350 or more prints would be 
required under the old blockbooking 
system for a picture of similar cali- 
bre. No definite figures for ceilings 
were fixed, those mentioned only be- 
ing tentative. 

Inequitable Standard 

A proposal that all major distrib- 
utors cut their prints by a fixed per- 
centage, using 1940 bookings as a 
base, was hotly contested by some of 
the reps. whose companies have 
shown larf@™ increases in accounts 
since then. Universal Pictures, for 
example, has 2,000 more accounts on 


under 


ithe books than in 1940. Other dis- 


(Continued on page 8) 


N SAVING 


FILM 








CONSERVATION 
PLANS SNAG 


But Eight Majors Still Trying 
to Sidestep Any Govern- 
mental Order on How to 
Cut Down Raw Film Stock 








NO UNIFORM BASIS, YET 


With eight different points of view 
represented in huddles of eight 
maior film companies last week in 
New York on methods of conserv- 
ing raw film stock, the film industry 
is faced with arbitrary Government 
regulation, unless definite and con- 
siderable progress in curtailment of 
film can be shown when the in- 


dustry’s sub-committee meets. with 
members of the War Production 
Board in Washington in about two 
weeks. 

Donald M. Nelson, from all ac- 
counts, has not yet inked agreement 
between the film industry and M. 
D. Moore, of the WPB, made several 
weeks ago, whereby the film indus- 
try was to have six months in which 
to curtail use of raw stock on a vol- 
untary basis. As a result, producer- 
distribs were warned by George 
J. Schaefer, chairman of the indus- 
try’s War Activities Committee, 
last week that an arbitrary Govern- 
ment ruling restraining use of raw 
stock may be clamped down at anv 
time unless the WPB is satisfied that 
the industry has done more than 
render lip service to conservation 
plans, 

Major producer-distributors have 


(Continued on page 27) 


20th-Fox First 
Studio to Peg 
Film Savings 





Hollywood, June 9. 
First studio to peg its saving of 


with conservation movement, is 
20th-Fox. At a meeting last night 
(Monday), called by William Goetz, 
in the absence of Darryl Zanuck, it 
was decided to effect a saving of 


cent positive. It was not revealed 
whether the economy figure was 
voluntary or dictated by War Pro- 
duction Board. Understood that 
such figures may be accepted at 
other plants as what the Govern- 
ment wants, since Zanuck, who is 
said to have ordered the saving, has 
had many recent conversations with 
Washington officials. 

Major studios will hold meetings 
| during this week for the purpose of 
determining the percentage of raw 
stock to be conserved. 


PARAMOUNT GIVES 
DESYLVA NEW DEAL 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Paramount handed B, G. DeSylva 
a new contract as executive pro- 
ducer which holds him at the studio 
for the next four years at a consid- 
erably upped stipend. Current pact 
had a year to run. 


DeSylva came to Paramount late 
in 1940 to produce two pictures and 
took over the executive berth early 
last year. 

De Sylva is heading east friday 
|for vacation and to check up on 
|some legit properties. He'll be gone 
110 days. 
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Odlum May Take Personal Command 


Of RKO in Order to Protect His 





Many Important Topics 
On Hays Confab Agenda 


Probably the most vital and long- 
est session of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn. directors 
is scheduled for today (Wednesday). 
The research portion of the public 
relations program, drawn up by the 
eastern Public Relations Committee, 
will be submitted to the directorate 
for approval or rejection because of 
the coin involved. 

Besides the foreign money situa- 
tion, it also is expected that the mat- 
ter of restoring Hays office pay cuts 
will be taken up. 


CONSERVATION 
SIDETRACKS 
SOME PIX 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Pictures requiring large amounts 
of critical ‘materials will be side- 
tracked for the duration in order to 
conform with the industry-wide con- 
servation program, 

Monthly meetings will be held 
with the War Production Board in 
Washington to study production 
schedules with a view to keeping 
set costs within prudent bounds. 

Harold Hopper, head of the WPB 
picture and photographic section, 
returned to Washington on Sunday 
following conferences with studio 
execs. He said his office was fully 
Satisfied with the industry's vol- 
untary conservation program and 
scheduled the first meeting with the 
Producers Association Advisory 
Council for June 23. Studio heads 
have announced the voluntary sus- 
pension of plant alterations, addi- 














| the war effort. 
; would willingly put through such Activities 


35 per cent in negative and 25 per | 


tions or improvements. 

In line with checking all produc- 
tion schedules, Y. Frank Freeman 
declared one major studio has al- 


film at an objective figure, in line | ready cancelled an important picture 
;. because the production would re- 


q'ire lavish use of material vital to 
He said other studios 


cancellations 
was parallel. 
During conferences here Hopper 
said the industry has already found 
substitutes for 19 vital materials 
without affecting the quality of pro- 
duction. Asa result large quantities 
of steel, copper, aluminum, brass, 
bronz@, rubber and other materials 
are being conserved for war needs. 


where the situation 





| NAMED TO 20TH BD. 


Board of directors of 20th-Fox 
voted to add two members at the 
| meeting last week, naming Tom J. 
| Connors, sales manager, and Felix 
| A. Jenkins, secretary, to the direc- 
itorate. Stockholders had approved 
an increase to 15 and not less than 
three earlier last week. Jenkins 
formerly was a director, resigning 
only a couple of months ago when 
some new mémbers were named. 

Wendell L. Willkie presided at the 
session. No other business was 
transacted. 


Reid As Mayer’s Aide 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Cliff Reid, until recently a pro- 
ducer at RKO, checked in at Metro 
'on a special production assignment. 
Understood his new status is pro- 

| duction assistant to Louis B. Maver. 











$6,000,000; Schaefer Stepping Down 


Floyd Odlum (Atlas Corp.) has 
reportedly stated that he might de- 
cide to take personal command of 
RKO himself. The meeting of RKO 
stockholders scheduled to be held at 
Dover, Del., today (Wednesday) may 
determine whether Odlum has final- 
ly made up his mind to back up his 
previous investments of around $6,- 
000,000 further by taking the helm 
and arranging for additional finan- 
cial backing for the company’s film 
production schedule. However, iate 
yesterday (Tues.) afternoon it ap- 
peared as if the Dover meeting may 
again be bound over. 

George J. Schaefer, who has been 
on a week-to-week basis with the 
company for a considerable time 
past, will likely step down as presi- 
dent of RKO. Criticism within the 
company of operating policies has 
mounted during the last six months. 
The Samuel Goldwyn deal, for one, 
was not too highly regarded by the 
directors who considered the pres- 
tige angle insufficient to offset the 
small percentage basis (1742%) on 
which his product is to be distrib- 
uted. Purchase of a story entitled 
‘International Honeymoon,’ from 
Howard Hughes who owned the lit- 
erary property, for a sum reportedly 
around $200,000, precipitated another 
crisis at recent directorial meet- 
ings. 

Depinet and Rathvon- 

Ned Depinet is highly regarded by 
both Odlum and the Rockefeller in- 
terests and may be nominated to the 
presidential post. Depinet’s contract 
expires in December and it appears 
unlikely that an outside executive 
would be brought in to head up the 
company. N. Peter Rathvon, Odlum 
rep who has been handling finances, 
may, however, step into that post 

(Continued on page 8) 


SCHAEFER MAY 
BE INDUSTRY'S 
D.C. LIAISON 


George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, is 











being prominently mentioned as the 
liaison man to various Government 


| agencies for the film industry’s War 


Committee, with head- 
quarters in Washington. 

If, as and when Schaefer resigns 
his post as head of RKO, he would 
actively head up amusement industry 
bond drives, Government film shorts 
production and distribution, and pos- 


sibly serve as contact on priority 


| problems. 


Currently chairman of the WAC, 
Schaefer has been obliged to leave 
most of the organization of the in- 
dustry’s wartime contribution to sub- 
ordinates owing to pressure of com- 
pany affairs. 


RKO SALES CONCLAVE 
WAITS ON DOVER MEET 


Plans for holding an annual con- 
vention or a series of regionals are 
being heid in abeyance by RKO until 
after the annual stockholders meete 
ing scheduled for today (Wednes- 
day) at Dover, Del. Tor 

Uncertainties as to company man- 
agement and complexion of the di- 
rectorate must first be cleared up. 





Levine’s Red Cross Post 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Nat Levine is foregoing indepen- 
dent film production for the dura- 
tion. 
He has rejected a Government 
proposal to supervise a film labora- 





tory and, instead, joined the Red 
Cross executive staff in Washington 
|; where he will direct the organi- 
i zations’ motion picture activities. 
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UMPI's Official Plan May Be Shaped 
For Govt.s Consideration This Week 


Avowedly seeking peace, exhibitor 
leaders and their followers are not 
expected to harass distributors with 
complaints or legislative moves in 
view of the efforts now being made 
to establish unity in the industry 
because they would automatically 
place grave responsibilities on their 
shoulders. 

In the opinion of informed trades- 
men, if exhibitors do not have the 
patience to see whether their prob- 
lems can be solved by unity through 
the mechanism of the United Motion 
Picture Industry, then they will be 
putting themselves in a very incon- 
sistent position. In other words, it 
is felt that unity must be given a 
chance to function, this including 
among exhib officials and associa- 
tions. 

With another meeting of the legal 
drafting committee held yesterday 
(Tuesday), the UMPI plan will 
probably be in completed shape for 
official Governmental consideration 
by the end of the week. Austin C. 
Keough, v.p. and general counsel of 
Paramount, is head of the group 
putting the UMPI proposals into 
legal language. 

Probable procedure will be for 
Robert L. Wright, special assistant 
to the attorney general who had 
charge of the consent decree, to ap- 
pear before Judge Henry W. God- 
dard of the N. Y. federal court in 
company with a UMPI committee 
which will offer the UMPI plan to 
that court. 

In view of the legal opinion that 








f Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, June’9. 


Alex Hyde renewed as orchestra 
leader at Metro. 
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EDDIE SMALL’S PLANS 


Valentino Film Biog and B’way Play 
Among Them 





Edward Small, who recently ar- 
rived in New York from the Coast, 
intends to remain east about two 
months. He’s seeking someone to 
play Rudolph Valentino in the biog 
of the silent star, which is next on 
his production slate. Small is deter- 
mined to use someone new to Holly- 
wood and says he has 35,000 letters 
with suggestions. He’ll investigate 
some of these suggestions. 

He’s also looking for a play to pre- 
duce on Broadway. He intends stag- 
ing it himself, returning to the work 
at which he started in show business 
more than 20 years ago. Play must 
be a good picture bet, however, he 
states. 

Small expects to make from four 
to six pictures for United Artists re- 
lease rext season. Number is now 
being determined in confabs with 
UA execs. It will be determined by 
how much other product they have 
and what their sales policy will be. 


‘GUEST’ FIRST FROM 
STROMBERG FOR UA 


Hollywood, June 9. 
‘Guest In the House’ is slated as 
the first production by Hunt Strom- 
berg under his new contract with 











since decree selling expired June 1 
and that under the consent escape | 
clause it is not necessary to obtain | 
approval of the Department of Jus- | 
tice, it is believed likely that Wright 
may take an impartial attitude and | 
leave the matter to the discretion of 
the court. He may, however, urge | 
acceptance in view of the fact that | 
a majority of the country’s exhibi- | 
tors are in favor of UMPI. 

Possible that Wright may make 
some recommendations with respect 
to conciliation machinery and ex- 
pansion of arbitration, latter partic- 
ularly since it is still under discus- 
sion and thus far is not a part of the 
UMPI plan. 

Presentation of the UMPI propo- 
sals to the court the end of this 
week or early next is dependent on 
whether Judge Goddard has open 
time and whether Wright’ also may 
be free to come to New York. 


UMPI PLAN STRESSED 
AT ALLIED’S N. J. CONV. 


Atlantic City, June 9. 
Priorities, as a grave threat to 
theatres in this country, held a 
prominent place in discussions af- 
fecting motion picture industry at 
the 23d annual convention of Allied 
Theatre Exhibitors of New Jersey 








| United Artists, calling for a mini- 


mum of three pictures annually for 
five years. ‘Guest’ is curreittly 
playing as a legiter on Broadway. 

Stromberg, recently in from New 
York, is negotiating for studio space 
with RKO-Pathe and General Serv- 
ice, 





| WPBites Checking On 


Unfinished Theatres 


Christopher J. Dunphy, head of the 
amusement division of the special 
services branch of the War Produc- 
tion Board, and Henry C. O’Brien, 
L-41-A administrator of the WPB, 
arrived in New York Monday (8) to 
check into certain theatre situations 
affected by the stoppage of construc- 
tion Saturday (6). 

Among houses in the Greater N. Y. 
zone on which building has not been 
completed is the one RKO is erecting 
at Forest Hills, L. I. It is near com- 
pletion, however. 

Dunphy and O’Brien are scheduled 
to return to Washington ~ today 
(Wed.). 








Just Under the Wire 


Cleveland, June 9. 
Howard Reif and Percy Essick 
reopened the 1,400-seat Ezella, be- 
lieved have gotten under building 
priority regulations. 





which ended a 3-day confab Friday 
(5) at Hotel Ambassador, 

William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager of Metro and chairman of 
committee for United Motion Pic- 
ture Industry, addressed Friday’s 
(5) session making a strong plea 
for cooperation of all efforts ‘until 
Unity idea is really organized.’ 

Touching on the priority question 


he stated that Unity has been ‘prac- | 


tically commanded by the Govern- 


ment’ as a representative in priori- | 


ties. He related that distributors 
promised to make pictures for the 
government and they will charge 
rentals with difference in regard to 
the smaller exhibitor, of course. 

Calling on the motion picture 
industry to give wholehearted vol- 
untary support to the morale-build- 
ing activities in war effort, Francis 
Harman, of War Activities, warned 
the theatre owners that they have 
more to lose than any other indus- 
try if democracy is defeated. He 
advised they should ‘volunteer and 
not wait until compelled.’ 

Harman added that all but about 
12% in Philadelphia and New York 
areas had signed pledges to show 
Victory Films. 

Speaking for ASCAP, John G. 
Paine, general manager, promised 
the society will make survey of 
houses affected by shifting war time 
population with idea of readjust- 
ing license fees. 


Tom Conners, 20th Century-Fox, 





Gibbons Book May Be 
Part of His Screen Biog 


‘They Thought We Wouldn’t Fight,’ 
|}a book about the last war by the 
|late Floyd Gibbons, has been pur- 
chased by 20th-Fox. It’s undérstood 
|that parts of it will be used in a 


| biog of the writer that the studio 
is preparing. 


| been around $4,000. Deal was made 
| through the William Morris office, 
|representing the estate. 





| Some Fancy Riding Here 





Hollywood, June 9. 
Roy Rogers, western star at Re- 
public, rides in his first A production 
in ‘Heart of the Golden West,’ listed 
on the studio schedule as a ‘special.’ 


with Armand Schaefer producing. 


Price for the book is said to have | 


Filming starts in early summer, 


Michael Ames’ lifted by 
Warners. 

Mary Cortez inked player pact at 
RKO. 

Frank Martinelli drew actor ticket 
at RKO, 

David Lang, DeVallon Scott, War- 
ner Law, Polly James and Brainerd 
Duffield renewed as junior writers 
by Metro, 

Matt Briggs, legit player, signed 
by 20th-Fox. 

Osa Massen’s option picked up by 
20th-Fox. 

Jacqueline Knox drew acting tick- 
et at Metro. 

Stanley Brown’s 
hoisted by Columbia. 

Stan Clements signed for the ‘East 
Side Kids‘ series at Monogram. 

Julie Bishop’s player option hoisted 


option 


actor option 


by Warners. 

Gale Storm’ inked acting ticket at 
Monogram. 

Cornel Wilde’s player option 


picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Madeleine Le Beau, French legit 
player, signed by Warners. 

Sig Frolich’s stock contract re- 
newed by Metro. 

Mona Maris optioned for one more 
picture at Metro. 

Tom Tyler’s option picked up by 
Republic. 

William Eythe, legit player, signed 
by 20th-Fox. 





Skouras, Connors 


Await Zanuck’s 
Return to N. Y. 


Spyros Skouras’ trip to the Coast 
with Tom Connors to huddle on 
20th-Fox forthcoming 1942-43 prod- 
uct, scheduled earlier this month, 
has reportedly been set back on 
chance that Col. Darryl Zanuck 
might return to the U. S. shortly to 
guide future producti:n and mer- 
chandising plans. Col. Zanuck, who 
flew to London in a bomber on a 
military film mission, thought he 
might fly to Moscow, Chungking, 
Australia and home that way but 
now looks like he’ll return direct 
from London. 

Approximately 18 pictures under 
the 1942-43 program have reportedly 
been completed already, being either 
in the cutting rooms or in cans. 
Minimum of 15, pictures was figured 
necessary, earlier this season, before 
any regional or national sales 
huddies could be set. Connors and 
Skouras having planned to gander 
product at the studios as soon as 
enough advance celluloid was ready. 
Distribution plans will likely be 
set by Connors shortly on next sea- 
son’s product which has been com- 
pleted, though Zanuck’s arrival, if in 
time for the sessions, would likely 
result in more comprehensive shap- 
ing of company policies for the 
coming year. 








Nix Plagiarism Suit _ 
On M-G ‘Murder Man’ 


| Suit of Stephen Van Gluck and 
| Joseph LEisinger against Loew’s, 
Metro, Guy Holton, Tim Whalen and 
| Edward E. Cohen was. discontinued 
| Wednesday (3) in the N. Y. federal 
court. Suit had claimed the plagiar- 
ism of plaintiffs’ play, ‘Joe Brady, 
Editor’, in the Metro film, ‘Murder 
Man’, 


An injunction, accounting of 
profits and damages had been asked. 
Bolton and Whalen had written the 
screer play of ‘Murder Man’, with 
Metro releasing. Loew’s is named as 
the’ parent Metro firm. 


How’ll You Have It? 











cartoons and Henderson M. 
|of Metro, also spoke. 
| Harry H. Lowenstein, 


Ritchey, 








Hollywood, June 9. 
Tim Whelan’s musical picture, 








Newark,™ ‘Sweet or Hot,’ swung into rhythm at 


,was reelected president; Maurice RKO with Victor Mature, Lucille 
| Miller, Passaic, and Ralph Wilkins, | Ball and Ginny Simms in the top 
vice-presidents; David | spots. 


| Pitman, 


he | Snapper, New Brunswick, treasurer, 
William C. Kupper, speaking for! and David Mate, Little Falls, sec- 
retary. Mrs. Helen Hildinger, Tren- 
stressed full accord with UMPI. Ear] | ton, and Harry Hecht, Passaic, were 


Sweigert, Philadelphia, Paul Terry, | named to directors’ board. 


Three radio people—Marcy Mc- 
Guire, Buddy Clark and Arnold 
Stang—are making their screen de- 
buts in the tunefilm, scored by Jim- 
my McHugh and Frank Loesser. 








METRO’S BRAVERY 


Daniel (Yclept Leo) in the Lion’s 
Den; Mpls. Powwow 








Braving the lion’s den, Metro will 
hold an exhibitors’ forurn in Minne- 
apolis June 24, the fourth of its kind, 
for exhibs in the Minnesota territory, 
where the consent decree was 
knocked out and the demand for low- 
ered rentals from distributors has 
been a constant cry for a year now. 

Expected that northwestern exhibs 
served out of Minneapolis exchanges 
may offer complaints, including 
against lost population and the small 
amount of defense orders Minnesota 
obtained, but, in line with the under- 
lying purpose of the Metro exhib 
forums, mutual aid may be the out- 
come of the June 24 session. 


itor relations for Metro, who is in 
charge of the forums, will conduct 
the meeting at Minneapolis. 

Another, the fifth, will be held at 
Indianapolis July 15. 


U KEEPS 20 SCRIBES 
BUSY ON 17 YARNS 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Writing mill at Universal goes 
into high gear this week with 20 
scribes working on 17 of the 55 pic- 
tures nominated as starters in the 
1942-43 campaign. 

Typewriter toilers are Ernest 
Pascal, Myles Connolly, Curt Siod- 
mak, John Grant, Stanley Roberts, 
Edmund L. Hartman, Boris Ingster, 
Leo Townsend, Kay Van Riper, 
John Klorer, Robert Lees, Fred 
Rinaldo, Paul Huston, Fred Poilex- 
fen, Harold Goldman, M. M. Mussel- 
man, Mel Ronson, Oscar Brodney, 
Henry Sucher and Michael Hogan. 











Thien, Once a Victor, 


Squawks Again in St. L. 


St. Louis, June 9. 
Victor B. Thien, owner-operator of 
the Palm, a North St. Louis indie 
nabe, with one victory before the 
AAA under his belt, is seeking an- 
other. Recently Thien beefed to 
the local AAA against Loew’s, Inc., 
for ‘unreasonable clearance’ granted 
the Will Rogers, another indie nabe 
in the same part of town. 





from the N. Y. Board of Appeals 


against Paramount and 20th-Fox for 
‘unreasonable clearance’ granted the 
Union and Aubert, nabes of the St. 
Louis Amusement Co., operated 
under contract by Fanchon & Marco. 


Thien’s original case was nixed by 
arbitrator J. Wesley McAfee who re- 
turned his fee to Thien but this did 
not mollify the exhib who won in 
the appeal to New York. The ap- 
peals board set the maximum clear- 
ance granted the Aubert over the 
Palm at three days, not later than 
21 days after the last playdate at 
the Union. The board also ordered 
flickers shown second run at the 
Aubert should have a clearance of 
14 days over the Palm, and on pic- 
tures shown at the Aubert at a 10 
cents admish scale the Palm was 
given 14 days over that house. 

The Community 
owner-operator of the Beverly, a St. 
Louis County indie house, last week 
squawked against the Big Five for 
‘unreasonable clearance’ with the 
Victory, another St. Louis Amuse- 
ment Co. house and the Wellston, an 
indie, as intervenors. 





U’s Convoy Picture 


Hollywood, June 9. 

‘Corvettes in Action’ is the title 
of the Howard Hawks production at 
Universal, a picture dealing with 
the protection of naval convoys from 
Halifax to their various destinations 
in Europe. 

Part of the footage has already 
been filmed on the Canadian side 
of the ocean. Richard Rosson di- 


rects, with studio filming slated for 
early July. 








H. M. Richey, in charge of exhib- 





|}ene basic question: 
Last | 
March 9 Thien copped a verdict | 


Theatres Corp., | 





Set Up U-S. Boards to Check Incom.ay 
And Outgoing Films for Propagand 


Washington, June 9 

Ogling of incoming newsreels—‘o 
disinfect any enemy propaganda of 
concealed encouragement to sal »)- 
teurs and subversive agencies—v. ‘| 
be done by a three-man board w: h 
offices in New York and headed hy 
Richard R. Smith, bodk-publisher 
and business man, Formation of 
both import and export review 
panels was announced Monday (3) 
by the Office of Censorship, which 
repeated assurances .he Government 
does not contemplate hogtieing any 
branches of the picture business but 
still must take <opropriate safe- 
guards to prevent .he enemy from 
using celluloid ror Axis purposes. 

A Los Angeles board will examine 
all films destined for foreign mar- 
kets, except Canada, and make su-e 
there has been approval. from ‘a>- 
propriate authority’ before the cans 
are shipped to places where Nezi 
sympathizers might see them. 

Speed in passing foreign-made 
newsreels was stressed by Censor- 
ship Director Byron Price. With the 
standard American companies sen. 
ing their product in under bond, the 
board will be chiefly concerned with 
no.:-British foreign reels, In cases of 
doubt about any footage, special 
screenings will be held. 

‘The boards are being instructed to 
review films as rapidly as possib!e, 
particularly in the case of newsreels, 
which must be timely to be of inter- 
est,’ Price said. 

The reason for setting up exam- 
iners to pass on imported footage is 
‘to prevent enemy propaganda and 
information leading ‘to subversive 
activities from entering the country.’ 
On the outgoing product, censors 
will make sure there are no shots 
helpful to enemy aircraft, warships, 
raiding parties, or sabotage planners. 

Rothacker on Coast End 

Serving with Smith on the New 
york (newsreel) board will be Perry 
Arnold, former general news man- 
ager of the United Press, and Capt. 
Ceorge Ernest, Army representative. 
The Los Angeles board—with one 
spot still to be filled—is headed by 
Watterson R. Rothacker, former film 
producer and now v.p. of Quigley 
Publications, Inc., with Major Ralph 
W. Liddle as the military authority. 

‘There is no hard and fast rule of 
thumb applicable to film censorship. 
Decisions must be governed by the 
knowledge, understanding and judg- 
ment of those applying them,’ Price 
observed. 

‘There is no intention of causing 
drastic restrictions in the motion pic- 
ture industry. As in all other phases 
of censorship, the boards will ask 
‘Will this ma- 
terial be of valuc to the enemy?’’ 

Outgoing film cannot—without ap- 
proval of military or naval authori- 
ties—show any scenes including such 
backgrounds as shipyards, railroad 
terminals, radio towers, war pro- 
duction plants, military or naval in- 
stallations, detailed closeups with 
identifiable landmarks, coastline or 
beach areas, from which the enemy 
might gain information useful to a 
landing party, troop movements, new 
airplanes and other weapons, ships, 
etc. 

The censorship order said pro- 
hibited material in incoming films 
includes ‘details of United Nations’ 
troop or ship movements, stations or 
e~ipment, with the exception of 
newsreels or commercial films ap- 
proved by the Boards of Review or 
United States Postal Censorship 
authorities.’ 


ALL STAGES LOADED IN 
YEAR’S PEAK AT WB 


Hollywood, June 9. 


Production at Warners taxed the 
capacity of the lot yesterday (Mon.) 
for the first time this year with the 
start of two pictures, making a total 
of eight in work, the greatest num- 
ber since last December. 

New starters are ‘Watch on the 
Rhine’ and ‘Air Force,’ both on the 
Hal B. Wallis slate. 








Disney’s 2 USN Pix 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Walt Disney currently has two 
films for the Navy in production. 
One is on meteorology and the other 
is on navigation. 
It will take about eight weeks to 
complete the two pictures. 
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NO-GAS MAY FORCE BLOCKS 
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Hwood Story Opportunists Pounce, 


But Fast, on Every New War Break 





Hollywood, June 9. 
‘In the air; (tya, tya). On the sea; 
(boop, doop). On land and sea to 
vie-tor-y’ (tya, TYA, TY-AH!). 
No, Forcep, not the sound effects 
of a radio commercial. Just Holly- 
wood and its sidewalk opportunists 


staking claims, via title copyrights, 


to the world and its four corners, 
as fast as the war can make new 
literary ‘strikes.’ 

However, for 24 hours after the 
fussy, little snitz-blitz in the Aleu- 
tian Islands, nobody had _ rushed 
rabidly in with ‘Dutch Harbor’ and 
the authorities: hereabouts were 
mildly aghast, fearing the sidewalk- 
ers were losing their accustomed 
whammy. That would, indeed, be 
deplorable after the splendid start 
the boys have made in claim-stak- 
ing the universe, not unlike those 
Florida realtors of the Golden mid- 
Twenties who had ‘for sale’ signs 
out in the middle of Tampa Bay. 

That, of course, would have taken 
a little doing. The bay would have 
had to build itself up to stake-level, 
whereas all Hollywood needs is an 
alert ear, adroitly cocked to catch 
the first tidings from some distant 
front. And then comport itself ac- 
cordingly, and_ characteristically, 
whether the comporter be a glib 
swiftie who's behind the eight-ball 
or a personage behind eight secre- 
taries. 

The stab-in-the-back incident, for 
instance, was still reverberating 
around the world when a couple of 
the brighter boys clattered in off 
the street to file ‘Remember Pearl 
Harbor,’ accompanied by something 
in the form of a story. Republic 
grabbed off the idea, instanter, and 








finished the picture some time ago. | 


It was the ‘Wake Is- 
land,’ 
Paramount lot and is now ready for 
release. Meantime, the life-line of 
Asia had hit the headlines, so out 
came Metro with ‘A Yank On the 
Burma Road.’ Since that time War- 
ner Bros. has registered “The Life 
and Exploits of Jimmy Doolittle.’ 
Then Bataan 

That took pretty good care of the 
Near and Far East for the time be- 
ing. But up came the saga at 
Bataan, with which the rush was 
on again to file with ‘Corregidor,’ 
the decision at the take going to 
20th-Fox. It will be out with the 
picture soon, meantime shifting its 


(Continued on page 50) 


same with 


which rolled quickly off the | 





Prophetic? 





Walter Wanger was apparently 
doing some crystal-gazing on the 
war three weeks ago. He regis- 
tered the liabei ‘The Battie of 
Dutch Harbor’ on May 20. 

Last week Dutch Harbor, 
Alaska, became the first Ameri- 
can continental territory to be 
bombed by the Japs. 


FILM WASTE UNDER 
STUDY BY PIC GROUP 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Saving of raw film stock and other 
essential materials 1s the object of 
a fact-finding committee set up by 
the motion picture industry with 
M. C. Levee, Artists Manager Guild, 
as chairman, Ben Goetz, Producer 
executive, vice-chairman, and Val 
Burton, Screen Guild, secretary. 

Among the suggestions at the first 
meeting were: More careful trim- 
ming of scripts to avoid unnecessary 
building sets; more _ preliminary 
study by actors to learn their lines 
and cut down the number of takes, 
and stricter preparation by pro- 
ducers to whittle general expenses, 

Others at the meeting 
George Stevens, J. P. McGowan, 
George Murphy, Lloyd Wright, Fred 











Jackman, Frederick Y. Smith, Y. 
Frank Freeman, William Koenig, 
B. B. Kahane, Allan Scott, I. E. 
Chadwick, Herbert Aller, John 
Nickolaus, Richard Day, Lindley 
Parsons, Herbert Freston, Maurice | 
Benjamin, Fred W. Beetson and 


M. B. Silberberg. 





‘Buildups For 3 In 


M-G ‘Manhattan’ Remake 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Metro is dusting off ‘Manhattan 
Melodrama,’ produced in 1934, for a 
remake, with John Carroll playing 
the original Gable role. New name 
of the picture is ‘Gambler’s Choice.’ 
Understood studio is figuring on 
building up Carroll in the same part 
that helped Gable on his upward 





swing. Two others slated for build- 
ups in the same cast are William 
Lundigan and Patricia Dane. Joe 


Newman directs. 





Purity-Sealer Breen Sees Little 
Change in What's Bad for Pictures 





Hollywood, June 9. 

There have been no changes or 
amplifications in the ‘must nots’ and 
‘do nots’ of motion picture produc- 
tion. And there probably will be 
none, Joseph I. Breen rather strong- 
ly indicated in an interview. 

Back at his old desk as director 
of the Production Code Administra- 
tion at the local Hays headquarters, 
he had been on both sides of the 
fence as recent boss of RKO and 
consequently knew how each side 
felt on censorship—and_ so-called 
artistic license. But if he saw any- 
thing in the production end that 
needed restraint, it must have been 
too trivial for official notice. 

For it was a case of ‘business as 
usual ’at the Breen desk today. 

Had he seen the cling-kiss of Ida 
Lupino and Jean Gabin in ‘Moon- 
tide’? And wasn’t it strange that 
‘The Male Animal’ decided to de- 
pict, for the first time in films, an 
ordinarily sedate, discreet and ever- 
loving wife, kissing her ex-suitor 
with more than a show of unction 
and gusto? 

‘The code,” said Mr. Breen, speak- 
ing carefully, ‘is neither so rigid that 
it’s unwieldy nor so elastic as to 
be loose and inoperative. Or let's put 
it this way: decency may not be so 
easy to define, but indecency prac- 





tically detects itself. 
flagrant, challenging. 

‘The code was enacted 15 years 
ago and it must have been a good 
one, because it hasn’t been changed 
in essence since first it was drafted.’ 

Yes, it was admitted, the war had 
brought on certain prohibitions, con- 
sistent with the military policy. But 
that was to be expected. 

‘And these aren’t any of our 
don’ts, anyhow,’ the Hays watchdog 
added. ‘They are laid down by the 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps, none 
of which are responsible to this of- 
fice. Nor is this office responsible 
to them. We work separately, yet 
on the same basic principle; Good 
taste.’ 

What is good taste? 

Code Director Breen again took 
the easier course. He defined what 
was bad. 

‘It is bad taste,’ he said, ‘to show 
drunken men or soldiers and sailors 
in unsavory situations. It is bad 
policy to show scenes of any kind 
that might give aid to the enemy. 
As for those that give military in- 
formation, there is no need to com- 
ment about that.’ 

In other words, the Breen blue- 
alert system is not especially com- 
plicated. It merely decides what is 
right by seeing what is wrong. 


It’s obvious, 


were | 





DISTANT EXHIBS 
MAao PIG BUYS? 


Coast Indies’ Official Sees 
Gas-Tire Shortage Work- 
ing Hardship on Film 
Salesmen for Blocks-of-5, 
and Also for the Exhibitor 








CLEARANCES 





Hollywood, June 9. 

Exhibitors operating theatres at a 
distance from exchange centers 
should be allowed to purchase entire 
season’s output of any distributor. 
This proposal has been advanced by 
Robert Poole, executive secretary of 
the Pacific Coast Conference of In- 
dependent Theatre Owners in a 
communication addressed to UMPI. 

Poole states that tire and gasoline 
rationing generally throughout the 
country for duration of the war will 
prevent film salesmen from making 
the frequent trips into the hinter- 
lands for sale of pictures in blocks- 
of-five or on the quarterly basis of 
selling as proposed the new 


UMPI sales plan. Such a procedure, 
Poole claims, will materially reduce 
selling costs of the exchanges, and 
in turn prevent film rentals in the 


in 





Distribs Split on Fixing Victory 
Short Rentals; Par's $1-a-Day Idea 





And So Are the Reds 


Mexico City, June 9. 


An air-mail letter, several 
weeks en route, has strange news 
for local show business. 

The two Mijares Bros. Mexi- 
can circus impresarios, stated, 
at the date of the message, that 
the show was doing well in 
Russia. 


ASHER OFF TO LONDON 
TO RESUME M-G PROD. 


Irving Asher, who is scheduled to 
make the first feature for Metro in 
England since the company decided 
to resume film production there, left 
N. Y. over the weekend for London 
and should be there ready to start 
work some time this week. Asher 
will produce ‘Sabotage Agent,’ with 
Robert Donat already set for the 
star male role. He will try to get 
Vivien Leigh, currently in the legit- 
er, ‘Candida,’ in London, for the 
femme lead. 

Asher arrived in New York early 
fast week but two or three delays 
| prevented his getting off on sched- 
}ule. On the next to last attempt, 
his plane was eight hours out of the 
U. S. before it was recalled because 
of adverse flying conditions. Asher 
left his wife, Laura La Plante, in 
. - 

















smaller houses from reaching points | 


where exhibs will have to close for 
the duration. 

Poole further states that the prob- | 
lem of reduced prints through film 
conservation will tend to increase 
clearances for subsequent run houses 


and bring the pictures to the latter |. 


much later after initial first run than 
under present clearance schedules. 
He points out that the distributors 
must maintain present clearances in 
every territory through some means 
to be worked out, and under no cir- 
cumstances should the present 
tem be disturbed. 


sys- 





F & M’s Par Buys 
St. Louis, June 9. 


Acting for the 5,000 seater Fox and 
the St. Louis Amusement Co., Harry 
C. Arthur, Jr., v.-p. and g.-m. of 
Fanchon & Marco’s interests here 
last week purchased the fifth and 
sixth blocks of the 1941-42 Para 
mount product The deal was set 
through G. A. Smith, western divi- 
sion manager for Paramount. 

This gives F&M, which operates 
the Amusement Co. first and second 
run priority on Paramount films in 
St. Louis. F&M _ previously pur- 
chased the other blocks of Para- 
mount product... 





M’waukee Fans Applaud 
Stalin’s ‘Russian Front’: 
Propaganda Protests 


Milwaukee. June 9. 
First picture of its kind to be 
played in a downtown theatre here 





was ‘Our Russian Front’ shown at 
the Riverside in conjunction with 
Judy Canova on both stage and 


screen (‘Sleepytime Gal’—Rep), and 
it had a reaction as unusual as it was 
unexpected in this combo house. 

When picture of Stalin was flashed 
on screen it invariably brought a 
burst of applause, and at the end of 
the picture, too, it was applauded in 
such manner as to cause both atten- 
tion and comment, some of which 
reached the newspapers in letters to 
the editor protesting against ‘Red 
propaganda.’ 


SEE NEW ‘TARZAN’ MATE 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Sol Lesser is hunting for a new 





femme lead for the next two ‘Tar- | 


zan’ pictures. 

Maureen O'Sullivan will not be 
available on account of impending 
motherhood. 





Mankiewicz, Kaufman 


Collabing ‘Jump’ in N. Y. 


Herman J. Mankiewicz, Warner 
Bros. scripter, working in New York 
with George S. Kaufman, returns to 
Hollywood, the end of June after 
completing ‘Sleeper Jump,’ which 
will mark Kaufman’s first directorial 
chore for WB. Mankiewicz starts on 
the Helen Morgan screen story for 
Mark Hellinger when he gets back 
on the WB lot. 








Kaufman will not be able to 
tackle ‘Sleeper Jump’—story of a 
traveling theatrical troupe — until 
| January because of his staging-pro- 
| duction commitments to Max Gor- 
|don with the dramatization of the 
late Philip Goodman’s autobiog- 
raphy, ‘Franklin Street,’ and a new 


play by Sam and Bella Spewack. 


vr 


Though some of the major pvro- 
ducer-distributors have ostensibly 
subscribed to the principle that the 
26 Victory shorts based on ideas sub- 
mitted by U. S, film coordinator 
Lowell Mellett are to be produced 


and distributed on a no-profit basis, 
others are balking and the entire 
controversy as to method of equit- 
able distribution and exhibition, has 
flared up anew. 

Should the dissenting companies 
fix the usual rentals set for commer- 
cial shorts exhibitor sales resistance 
would militate against maximum as 
well as speedy distribution. 

Exhibitors have already gone on 
record protesting against alleged ef- 


on films, shorts or features, based on 
Government ideas, made with Gov- 
ernment cooperation, and released 
for exhibition in the national inter- 
est. 

Exhibitor complaints abated when 
it appeared that major producer- 
distribs were nearing an agreement 
on the formula to be adopted for 
the sale and exhibition of the 26 Mel- 
lett shorts. 

, 3 Majors Balk 

Among the points upon which it 
was said there was an agreement 
was that there would be only a 
nominal charge for the shorts pro- 
duced in line with Government re- 
quirements. War Activities Commit- 
tee officials stated last week that 
five of the major companies had for- 
warded acceptances ‘in principle’ 
for ‘no profit’ production and dis- 
tribution. From all accounts, how- 
ever, three important majors have 
so far failed to agree. 

Exhibs, who were prepared to 
pay nominal charges for the shorts 
providing any profits remaining 
would go to charitable organizations, 
are now reiterating previous asser- 
tions that they would not buy Mel- 
lett shorts on the usual commercial 
terms. 

Paramount proposal of charging $1 
a day rental is generally regarded 
with favor among exhibs. This plan 
has not been adopted by other dis- 
tribs, trhough 20th-Fox is reported 
favoring a similar policy. 

Par’s Idea 

Voluntary action of Paramount in 
suddenly setting up a sales plan on 
the four Victory shorts it will make, 
under which it will offer the subjects 
to theatres at postage-stamp rentals 











(Continued on page 25) 





U's May Be the Only National 
Convention by Film Cos. This Year 





Universal, which held a national 
convention in New York last week, 
may have the distinction of .being 
|the only film company to hold such 
a wholesale powwow this summer 
l'on 1942-43 product. Instead of a 
similar convention as_ at first 
planned, Columbia now will restrict 
its June 16-18 N. Y. sales parley to 
executives, division, district and 
branch managers, with meetings to 
be held in tne field subsequently 
by district heads at which all sales- 
men and bookers will get their in- 
structions. 

Warner Bros. is still a possibility 
on a national sales meet but more 
likely it will succumb to regional 
sessions same as Metro, RKO, 
; United Artists and 20th-Fox. Para- 
mount recently held an eastern exec 
sales meeting, followed by five 
regionals throughout ihe country 
and has no further plans with re- 
| spect to the 1942-43 season, although 
probable that later on further ses- 
sions locally will be held. 

Metro is said to be definitely op- 
posed to a national convention this 








year due to wartime conditions, 
| transportation problems and _ the 
llike. WB is similarly veering away 


| from the idea for the same reason, 
iplus the angie that patriotism calls 





for the least use of transportation 
facilities. 

Monogram has already had a sales 
meeting on the Coast, attended by 
franchise holders and branch man- 
agers, while Republic, as has al- 
ways been its custom, recently out- 
lined 1942-43 product before several 
regionals stretching from Coast to 
Coast. 


Theme It With Glad 
You're Dead, You Rascal’ 


Hollwood, June 9. 
Snatching a film title off the front 








page, Atlantis pictures has set its 
scripters to work on ‘Himmler’s 
Hangman.” 


Picture rolls late next month for 
distribution by Producers Releasing 
Corp. 





CAMPUS WARRIORS 
Hollywood, June 9. 

Military training of university stu- 
dents, a subject of timely interest, is 
the basis of ‘College Goes to War,’ 
to be filmed by Paramount. 

Walter MacEwen is producer and 
Michael Kraike associate. 


forts of any company to capitalize— 
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LAWLESS. PLAINSMEN 


WITH SONGS 
Columbia release of Jack Fier production. 
Stars Charles Starrett and Russell Hayden; 
features Cliff Edwards, Luana Walters. 
Directed by William Berke; screenplay by 
Luci Ward; camera, Benjamin Kline; edi- 
tor, William Lyon. At the New York, , 





dual, beginning June 2, °42. Running time, 
59 MINS. 

Steve Rideen......eccsee+++ Charles Starrett 
‘Lucky’ Bannon.... ..- Russell Hayden 
Baltimore Bonnie..... .-.-Luana Walters 
Harmony Stubbs.......++.+--- Cliff Edwards 
Seth McBride......«+esee-> Raphael Bennett 
Madge Mason...cecersceceres Gwen, Kenyon 
Bill MASON... ccscesevcsceeesss Frank LaRue 
TaSCOSA...ccccoccerecesessee-Staniey Brown 
Ochella.....++s eeccceecceses Nick Thompson 
BliMcc ocd cccovcecteeossceres Eddie Laughton 





This is ordinary western filler, a 
bit on the slow side, with Columbia's 
stock company hoss opry cast, headed 
by Charles Starrett and Russell Hay- 
den. It will just about get by for 
those houses that make a habit of 
this type product. 

Story’s a standard one of the un- 
scrupulous white man making a deal 
with Indians to attack a wagon train. 
There’s the big battle with the Red 
Men, who are just about vanquish- 
ing their outnumbered foe when Kit 
Carson and a troop of U. S. cavalry 
gallop up to save the day. This is 
interlaced with odds and ends to 
give Starrett a chance for some big- 
eye with Luana Watters. 

Cliff (‘Ukelele Ike’) Edwards is 
tossed into the cast for some comedy 
and a bit of singing. He’s okay. Rest 
of the cast is standard. Herb. 


IN OLD CALIFORNIA 


Republic release of Robert North produc- 
tion. Stars Joun Wayne, Binnie Barnes, 
Albert Dekker; features Helen Parrish, 
Patsy Kelly, Edgar Kennedy, Dick Purcell. 
Directed by William McGann. Screenplay, 
Gertrude Purcell and Frances Hyland; 
from original by J. Robert Bren, Gladys 
Atwater; camera, Jack Marta; editor, How- 
ard O'Neill; music, David Buttolpr; music 
director, Cy Feuer. Previewed in_projec- 








tion room, N. Y., June 5, °42. Running 
time, 88 MINS. 

Tom Craig.......- kbectacecesseGen wae 
Lacey Miller..... PTT TTT Ti Tey Binnie Barnes 
Britt Dawson......+. eeeees+-Albert Dekker 
Ellen Sanford......sseeeees> Helen Parrish 
PEIN ec oct sev vertesescces overes Patsy Kelly 
Kegs McKeever......sceeses Edgar Kennedy 
Joe Dawson....+.... eeetoeses Dick Purcell 
Mr. Carlin. ...-deccecccsees Harry Shannon 
Mr. Hayes...ccccccsssceses Charles Halton 
WGC. cc cccccescvccs Emmett Lynn 
Mr. Bates Bob McKenzie 
Mr. Tompkins. .......se++ eseees Milt Kibbee 
CIEE ens Ws 00d 0's 6600606904808 06 Paul Sutton 
Mrs. Tompkins.......c++eeee++ Anne O'Neal 





Good story, excellent acting and 
fine photography make this horse 
opry playable anywhere. Film hasn't 
a dull moment. It should find a good 
spot on almost any dual situation. 

Story deals with California just 
prior to and just after the *49 gold 
rush, John Wayne as a Boston drug- 
gist enroute to open a store in Sacra- 
mento, meets up with Binnie Barnes, 
a night club girl, and her intended 
husband, Albert Dekker, a gambler 
and gunman who literally runs the 
territory. Thereafter it’s a battle of 
wits, fists and guns between Wayne 
and Dekker, interwoven with the 
gold discovery, Wayne’s romance 
with Helen Parrish, a typhoid epi- 
demic in the hills, and Wayne’s fight 
to wipe out the epidemic. 

Wayne’s acting is tops throughout. 
Miss Barnes is excellent to look at 
and sings and acts well. Dekker is 
cast excellently, Miss Parrish is prop- 
erly sweet and vicious, whichever 
her part demands, as the other girl, 
while Patsy Kelly and Edgar Ken- 
nedy provide excellent comedy and 
some fine acting. Dick Purcell as 
Dekker’s brother is also well cast. 

Production is generally big-time, 
with direction fast paced and the 
story and screenplay interesting. 

Eddy. 


NAZI SPY RING 


Producers Releasing. Corp: release of 
George M. Merrick and Max Alexander pro- 


duction. Features Michael Whalen, Anne 
Nagel and William Bakewell. Directed by 
Albert Herman; screenplay by Arthur St. 
Claire; camera, Eddie Linden; editor, L. R. 
Brown. At New York, N. Y., dual, begin- 
ning June 2, '42. Running time, 63 MINS. 
Robert Norton.............Michael Whalen 
Nancy Fielding.................Anne Nagel 
WOU, RONEN tnceatecese William Bakewell 
Fe ere eee Constance Worth 
Captain Gemmler....Hans von Twardowski 
WOM, FOARUIR. on ec biccee occees ct Jack Mulhall 
pt See George Pembroke 
Detective Brown........... Kenneth Harlan 
SOM OUVER. ccsccccccccecsses Robert Fraser 
PADUMETONAs 5 0 605.60 566 60600 Hans von Morhart 
SPE is 6'5'40:60'406%c00seee ee Michael Vallin 
en ae eee William Costello 





This is one of those minor entries, 
exploiting a war angle, of which 
many more may be expected for the 
duration. It won’t go in the better 
houses, but is the natural sub in the 
lower-class spots for their usual 
cheapie cops-’n’-robber fare. 

Direction, acting and editing are 
all of low order. Story itself has 
some fair twists for product of this 
type and could get by except for the 
cliches in dialog. As it stands, it 
gets laughs in the wrong places. 

Yarn concerns efforts of Nazi spies 
in U. S. to buy or frighten out of a 
pair of young chemists a secret form- 
ula for doubling the power of gaso- 
line. Neither of the Americans will 
give in, of course, and it winds up 
with one of them sacrificing his life 
to blow up the whole kaboodle of 
spies at once. It’s one of those stories 
that would be all over in the first 
reel were the hero to use ordinary 
common sense and report the spies 
to the FBI. 

Michael Whalen and Anne Nagel, 
as one of the chemists and his gal, 


suffice in the principal roles, but the 
scenery-chewing by William Bake- 
well, Constance Worth, Hans von 
Twardowski, George Pembroke and 
others in lesser roles doesn’t enhance 
the film. a 
And the editing is so repetitious, 
with faces perpetually peering out of 
darkened doors, that it appears di- 
rector Albert Herman must have 
been on film rations. It looks like 
he shot only one-fourth the required 
negative and then used it — 
erb. 


RED TANKS 


Artkino release of Lenfilm production. 
Scenario and direction, Z. Drapkin and R. 
Maiman; camera, Alexander Sigayev and 
M. Magid; music, Dmitri and Daniel Po- 
krass; English titles, Charles Clement; 
lyrics, Philip Sterling. At Stanley, N. Y., 
week June 5, '42. Running time, 64 MINS. 
Lieutenant Loginov........- ... A. Kulakov 
Driver Melnikov.....csee-eeeeees Vv. Chobur 


Gunner Karasyov.......-+6-+. I. Kuznetzov 
Division Commander Smirnoyv..G. Gorbunov 
Commissar Tkachenko.......... 6M. Volsky 
Radio Operator.......ccccccecrss S. Krylov 
General von Buller..... Coccceceecs I. Orlov 
Colonel von Harten..eccecsees V. Merkuriev 
The Fuehrer’s Aide..........- D. Dudnikov 





This Soviet contribution concern- 
ing its mighty tanks may have a fic- 
tional thread by which to weave the 
events, but the purpose of the “~ 
hasn’t any fictional undertones. It’s 
out and out propaganda for the Rus- 
sians in their fight against the Nazis 
and, as such, achieves its aim. It’s 
great entertainment for the left-wing 
ers and should command interest from 
others because of the increasing re- 
spect for the Soviet. 

The picture is programmed as hav- 
ing been produced before the Nazi 
invasion, as a preparation ‘for that 
inevitable attack.’ It glorifies a big 
factor in the successful Rea fight, the 
new 50-ton KV’s, which seemingly 
are able to hurdle insurmountable 
obstacles. It’s practically a field day 
in what the tanks can do. 

Performances are consistently 
good, with photography somewhat 
clouded, as usual with Russian pix. 
The film’s brevity, 64 minutes, is a 
good selling point to exhibitors. 

Naka. 


Continued from page 5 











himself, although it’s likely he would 
concentrate on finances; Malcolm 
Kingsberg head up the theatres and 
Charlie Koerner over the studio, as 
currently. 


That the future financing of RKO 
film production, entailing investment 
of sums variously estimated at from 
$5,000,000 to $10,000,000, looms large 
in the Atlas Corp. councils, is per- 
haps best pointed up by Odlum’s re- 
action last week to a report that 
RKO was planning to finance sev- 
eral plays on Broadway. When 
asked about the company’s legit pro- 
duction plans Odlum said they’d bet- 
ter get some additional coin into 
RKO before talking of backing plays. 


Odlum, from accounts, currently 
Swings approximately 49% of the 
RKO voting stock and is virtually 
assured of a majority representation 
on the board of directors, thus giv- 
ing him the controlling voice in, and 
the increased responsibility ensuing 
for RKO should he desire it. 


That the Atlas-RCA-Rockefeller 
groups were not too eager to reach 
out for fuller financing and adminis- 
trative responsibility was indicated 
in the postponement of the RKO 
stockholders meeting from June 3 
to June 10, a meeting which may 
be postponed again today. This was 
largely to allow George J. Schaefer, 
RKO prexy, additional time to pre- 
sent concrete proposals from vari- 
ous financial groups who have been 
interested in buying into RKO. 
From all accounts, no offer accept- 
able to the Atlas or RCA-Rocke- 
feller groups was received from any 
of the various people interested. 

Si Fabian and Reeves 

Among those exploring the possi- 
bility of buying into RKO in recent 
weeks was Si Fabian, theatre op- 
erator in the New York metropolitan 
area, who was approached by an im- 
portant eastern group and asked to 
look into the situation. Another re- 
ported was the Reeves group, for- 
merly grocery chain store operators, 
who recently sold their interests to 
the Safeway stores. Reports are 
that the Reeves group received a 
large amount of cash from Safeway 
through the Lehman Bros. and were 
negotiating through the same bank- 
ers for RKO. 

Odlum has throughout retained a 
strong personal interest in RKO and, 
barring unexpected developments, 
may determine to back the com- 
pany all the way even if only to 
vindicate his judgment and con- 
fidence in the film industry. The 
stockholders meeting today, unless 
postponed again, will likely result 
in the election of a new directorate 
in which the Atlas interests will be 
predominant. 

Election of new company officers, 
such as president, etc., is scheduled 
to follow. 





RKO board of directors was in 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Lawless Plainsmen’ (Col). 
Slow western with the usual 
cliched story. 

‘In Old California’ (Rep.). 
Topnotch western, made on big 
scale with excellent story, acting 
and photography. Should do well, 

‘Nazi Spy Ring’ (PRC). Minor 
action meller of topical type for 
subsequents. 

‘Red Tanks’ (Artkino). Soviet- 
made fictional treatment of the 
Reds’ tank assault on the Nazis, 
Likely b.o. 














session yesterday afternoon (Tues- 
day) to discuss important issues 
confronting the company. 





No RKO Quorum 


Dover, Del, June 9. 

Annual stockholders meeting of 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., sched- 
uled for last Wednesday (3), was 
adjourned shortly after it opened 
due to lack of quorum. No stock- 
holders showed up, except one 
proxy holder who represented less 
than a majority of the stock. 

J. Miller Walker, RKO secretary, 
only company official attending, 
announced meefing will be held to- 
morrow (Wednesday) at offices of 


Prentice-Hall, Inc., here. 










Raw Film 


Continued from page 5 


tribs agreed that curtailment on the 
1940 basis would thus be inequitable. 

First two  producer-distributor 
meetings broke up without any de- 
cision being reached, due to the di- 
versity of interests represented 
among the eight major companies 
represented. Need for an immediate 
voluntary curtailment of raw stock 
was indicated, however, since the 
film industry must be prepared to 
show the WPB that progress has 
been made or face Government regu- 
lation. 


Effect of print curtailment would 
be to delay showings in subsequent 
situations, with result that keys 
might find themselves with addi- 
tional clearance protection, unless 
distributors manage to work out a 
plan to maintain current clearance. 

Some field men are of opinion that 
smaller number of prints may help 
in closing deals because exhibs would 
not have as large a backlog of prod- 
uct flowing in. 








Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘Tireman Spare My Tires’ (Col, 


18 mins), Harry Langdon com- 
edy. 

‘Olaf Laughs Last’ (Col, 17 
mins). El Brendel comedy. 


‘Nutty News’ (WB, 7 mins). 
Elmer Fudd cartoon comedy. 

‘All About Dogs’ (20th, 7 
mins). Color subject about dogs. 

‘Barbee-Cues’ (M-G, 11 mins). 
Pete Smith subject on outdoor 
cooking. 

‘Surprised Parties’ (M-G, 11 
mins). Our Gang comedy. 

‘The Stork’s Mistake’ (20th, 7 
mins). Terry-toon cartoon com- 
edy. 

‘A Great Railroad at Work’ 
(Indie, 35 mins). Industrial in- 
stitutional subject, being released 
directly by New Haven Railroad 
Co. 

‘Donald’s Garden’ (RKO, 7% 
mins). Donald Duck Disney 
cartoon, 

‘Mr. Gardenia Jones’ (UA, 13% 
mins). USO campaign short 
narrated by Carey Wilson. 

‘Battle for a Bottle’ (Col, 7 
mins). Cartoon comedy. 

‘Picturesque Patzcuaro’ (M-G, 
9 mins). Fitzpatrick Traveltalk 


on Mexico. 


‘Puss N’ Boots’ (M-G, 8 mins). 
Tom and Jerry cartoon comedy. 

‘Keeping im Shape’ (Par, 9 
mins). Robert Benchley comedy 
on keeping fit via gym work. 

‘Many Tanks’ (Par, 7 mins), 
Popeye cartoon comedy. 

‘Sand in the Gears’ (Indie, 
1742 mins). Treatment of tuber- 
culosis in wartime, with Texas 
Tuberculosis Assn. releasing. 

‘Pete Smith’s Scrap Book’ 
(M-G, 9% mins). Highlights of 
previous Smith subjects, pre- 
pared especially for celebrating 





Pete Smith Laugh Month. 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARiETy presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M--Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W-—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical, 
Figures herewith indicate date of Vartety’s review and running time, 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/16/42 


Reap the Wild Wind (Par) 3/25 D 124 R, Milland-P. Goddard 
Land of the Open Range (RKO ~ 12/24 W 60 T. Holt-R. Whitley 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) 4/22 75 KR. Middleton-J. Parker 
SOS Coast Guard (Rep) 4/15 76 W. Lae. Rogers 
Home in Wyomin’ (Rep) 4/29 67 G. Autry-C, Barneit 











Suicide Squadron (Rep) 4/28 A. Walbrook-S. Gray 
Mississippi Gambler (U) 4/15 61 K,. Taylor-F,Langford 
5/20 57. J. Mac Brown 


ee Bill Fargo (U) . 
Gold Rush (UA) 3/4 71 =. Chaplin 
Kings Row (WB) 12/24 127. A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/23/42 


Down Rio Grande Way (Col) 

Hello Annapolis (Col) 

The Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 3/18 Cc 

Westward Hoe (Rep) 4/29 w 

Saboteur (U) 4/29 M 
4/22 Cc 


cvoszeekz 
& 








J. Parker-T. Brown 
C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
77 Lum & Abner-Z. Pitts 
56 B. Steei-T. Tyler 
108 R. Cummings-R, Lane 
Twin Beds (UA) 83 G. Brent-J. Bennett 
I Was Framed (WB) 4/8 61 R. Middleton-J. Parker 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/30/42 








Wife Takes a Flyer (Col) 4/22 Cc 87 J. Bennett-F. Tone 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 M 79 L. Ayres-L. Day 
Where the Trail Ends (Mono) Ww T. Keene 

My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 M 78 B. Hope-M. Carroll 
Tuttles of Tahiti ( > 3/18 M 981 C. Laughton-J. Hall 
Yukon Patrol (Rep M A. Lane-L. Conway 
Man Who Wouldn’t Die (20th) 4/22 M 73 L. Nolan-M. Weaver 
You’re Teiling Me (U) Cc H. Herbert-P. Paige 
Jukebox Jenny (U) 3/25 MU’ 65 MK. Murray-H. Hilliard 
Larceny, Inc. (WB) ~ 3/4 Cc 8 E. Robinson-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/7/42 





Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Col) M W. Gargan-M. Lindsay 
Corpse Vanishes (Mona) 6/3 M & OB. Lugosi 

The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 D 9 3B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
Scattergood Rides High (RKO) 3/18 C 65 G. Kibbee-D. Moore 
My Gal Sal (26th) 4/22 M 101 R. Hayworth-V. Mature 
Broadway (U) 5/6 D 89 G Raft-P. O’Brien 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/14/42 


Not A Lady’s Man (Col) P. Kelly-F. Wray 

The Devil’s Trail (Col) B. Elliott-T. Ritter 
She’s In The Army (Mono) Vv. Ann Borg-L. Talbot 
This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 80 V.Lake-R. Preston 
Grand Central Murder (M-G) 4/22 72 V.Heflin-P. Dane 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO 3/18 86 G. Murphy-A. Shirley 
Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 5/13 75 D. Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
Romance on the Range (Rep) R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
The Mad Martindales (20th) 4/22 55 J. Withers-M. Weaver 
Ships With Wings (UA) 12/7 J. Clements-L. Banks 
Mystery of Marie Rogert (U) 4/8 

In This Our Life (WB) 4/8 


60 P. Knowles-M. Montez 
95 B. Davis-O. deHavilland 

WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 
Sweetheart of the Fleet (Col) 





okgosU ezzede 








J. Davis-J. Falkenburg 


Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
Let’s Get Tough (Mono) Cc T. Brown-F. Rice 
Syncopation (RKO 5/6 MU 88 A. Menjou-J. Cooper 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4/22 Cc 7% Mz. Berle-B. Joyce 

Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 M 55 J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
Almost Married (U) Cc R. Paige-J. Frazee 

The Spoilers (U) 4/15 M 87 M. Dietrich-R. Scott 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28/42 


Meet the Stuarts (Col) 5/20 

Down Texas Way (Mono) ‘ 
In Old California (Rep) 6/10 

Stardust On The Sage (Rep) 5/27 

The Cyclone Kid (Rep) 

Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 
Moontide (20th) 4/22 

Miss Annie Rooney (UA) 5/27 

Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 





72 W. Holden-F. Day 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
88 J. Wayne-B. Barnes 
65 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
62 G. 
J. Gabin-I. Lupino 
84 S. Temple-W. Gargan 
90 A. Sheridan-R. Regan 


Sanders-L. Bari 


RxvUReeseq 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/4/42 


Submarine Raider (Col) 

One Mysterious Night (Mono) 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) 
Tough As They Come (U) 

Lady Gangster (WB) 





J. Howard-M. Chapman 
J. Beal 
58 T. Holt-F. Neal 
D. O’Keefe-B. Kean 
B. Halop-B. Dunsley 
62 F. Emerson-J. Bishop 


Roo Skz 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/11/42 























They All Kissed the Bride (Col) 6/3 C 86 M. Dougias-J. Crawford 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 U 8 XK. Kyser-E. Drew 
Thru Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 M 67 F.Craven-M. Howard 
Private Buckaroo (U) 6/3 MU 68 Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
Danger in the Pacific (U) M D. Terry-L. Carrillo 
Silver Bullet (U) Ww J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
The Big Shot (WB) 6/3 M 82 _ H. Bogart-J. Manning 
WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 
Parachute Nurse (Col) M M. Chapman-P. Clark 
Riders of The Northlands (Col) w C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 M .79 V. MacLaglen-E. O’Brien 
Lady In A Jam (U) Cc I. Dunn-F. Knowles 
Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) Ww ~ B. Steel-T. Tyler 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/25/42 


Rubber Racketeers (Mono) M 
Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 5/3 C 170 
Ten Gentlemen from West Point (20th) 6/3 M 104 





R. Cortez-R. Hudson 
L. Velez-E. Errol 
G. Montgomery-M. O’Hara 














There’s One Born Every Minute (U) Cc 60 H. Herbert-T. Brown 

Friendly Enemies (UA) Cc C. Winninger-C. Ruggles 
WEEK OF RELEASE 7/2/42 

Atlantic Convoy (Col) M d. Beal-V. Field 

Lure of the Islands (Mono) M M. Hart 

Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hays 


Deep in Heart of Texas (U) 
Sergeant York (WB) 17/2/41 


TRADESHOWN 


R. Stock-B. Crawford 
G. Cooper-J. Leslie 


AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 


Cc 
D 14 








We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 83 G. Veidt-A. Ayers 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 74 WN. Kelly-R. Carlson 


71 A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
53 J. Kimbrough-V. Gilmore 
74 3B. Donlevy-M. Hopkins 
76 J. Canova-A. Jones 
87 BD. Dailey-D. Reed 
62 F.Emerson-J. Bishop 
70 J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
76 W.Lundigan-J. Rogers 
43 W. Tracy-J. Sawyer 
E. Powell-R. Skelton 
S. Tracy-H. Lamarr 
75 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
E. Bracken-J. Preisser 
77 BP. Foster-A. Dekker 
133 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
110 «=T. Power-J. Fontaine 
83 . MacDonald-N. Eddy 
66 M. Hunt-R. Carlson 
93 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
70 ge 4 Cartoon) 
85 A. Sothern-R. Skelton 
125 J. Cagney-J. Leslie 
C. Stevens-I, Mannin 
MN. ‘Travis-J, tisho 
108 = Stanwyck-G. Brent 
L. 
A, 


This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 
Sundown Jim (20th) 3/11 
Gentleman After Dark (UA) 3/18 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 

Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 
Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 
Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 
About Face (UA) 4/15 

Ship Ahoy (M-G) 


4/15 


Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 

Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par) 5/6 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 

This Above All (20th) 5/13 

I Married an Angel (M-G) 5/20 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5/20 
Her Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5/27 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 

Maisie Gets Her Man (M-G 5/27 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 
Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 

Escape From Crime (WB) 6/3 

The Gay Sisters (WB) 6/3 

The Magnificent Dope (20th) 6/3 

It Hap ed in Flatbush (20th) 6/3 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 


= 


Fonda-L. Bari 
Nolan-C. Landis 
Sheridan-D. Morgan 
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Wednesday, June 10, 1942 


VARIETY 





‘Our Life’-Vaude Trim $41,000, Best 
In So-So Chi; ‘Sleepytime’-Canova 
18G, ‘Fave Spy 126, Reap 146 in 3d 


Chicago, June 9. 

State street is pretty well torn up 
by subway construction and the Chi- 
cago, State-Lake and Roosevelt are 
unquestionably affected by the tough 
going. Roosevelt is in particularly 
bad shape, with a temporary side 
boxoffice necessary, However, gen- 
eral motion picture business is not 
bad. Weekends remain dynamite for 
all theatres. 

Chicago is having another excel- 
lent session currently with ‘In This 
Our Life’ plus vaudeville, climbing 
to a nice $41,000, 

Judy Canova is all over the 
Oriental, appearing in ‘Sleepytime 
Gal’ and on the stage. Looks like a 
solid $18,000. 

Plenty of holdovers eisewhere. 
State-Lake goes into its third week 
of ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ and is head- 
ing for a robust $14,000. The Roose- 
velt keeps its combo of ‘Larceny, 
Inc.’ and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ while the 
United Artists has a second week 
with ‘Ship Ahoy’ and “This Time for 
Keeps.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘About Face’ 
(UA). Combination opened Satur- 
day (6) and looks for nifty $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) finished 
two-week revival to okay $6,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )-- 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) and _ stage 
show, Dennis Day headlining. Strong 

icture is tilting business to nice 

1,000. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th), 
smart $38,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Sunny Side’ 
(20th). Trim $5,500. Last week, 
‘Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Wouldn’t Die’ 
(20th), okay $4,900. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55) — ‘Sleepytime’ (Rep) and 
vaude topped by Judy Canova, who 
is also in film. House has been going 
along well, this week being a solid 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Joe Smith’ 
(M-G) and ‘Funzafire’ unit, sturdy 
$18,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-55-75) 
—Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO). Entered in mid- 


week, fair enough $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Syncopation® (RKO) and 
‘Fingers at indow’ (M-G), oke 
$12,800, 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Larceny’ (WB) and ‘Kid Glove’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Holding neatly at 
$7,500 following first week at oke 
$10,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Continuing spirited boxoffice 
pace, robust $14,000 on third sesh 
following second week «at 
$17,500. 

_United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) —‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
and ‘For Keeps’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Combination managing fair $7,500 
this week following initial week’s 
good $10,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75 )—‘Monster’ (Mono) and ‘Corpse 
Vanishes’ (Mono) (2d wk). Thrillers 
holding to excellent $5,500 following 
first week take of fine $8,100. 


‘LARCENY’ ‘TRIM $7,500 
AS BUFF. REMAINS 0K 


: Buffalo, June 9. 

Wickets of main stem film shops 
are showing stamina again this 
canto, although the tallies are mostly 
under those of the last session. 

‘My Gal Sal’ at the Buffalo rules 
the roost, although an excellent re- 
peat rubber for ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ at the Lakes is also on tap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)—‘Gal 
Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope Schuyler’ 
(20th). Manifesting staunch pull for 
around $17,000. Last week, ‘Married 
an Angel’ (M-G) and Gene Krupa 
orch, fair $19,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 44-65) 
—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Upped scale helping account for 
nifty $13,000. Last week, huge $20,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Lar- 
ceny’ (WB) and ‘Mokey’ (M-G). 
Looks like trim $7,500. Last week, 
This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Fingers 
ee (M-G), gratifying $8,- 


fine 








Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) and ‘Canal 
Zone’ (Col). Slow going, probably 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Saboteur’ (U) 
and ‘Jail House Blues’ (U), hefty 


20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-44) 
—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Powder 
Town’ (RKO). Should grab sturdy 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Remember Pearl 
Harbor’ (Rep) and ‘Yokel Boy’ 
(Rep) (6 days), poor $5,000. 








“JUKE GIRL’, $11,000, 
HAS BOUNCE IN PROV. 


Providence, June 9. 

All stands are running way ahead 
of previous years for the current 
season. It looks as if more and 
more people are deciding to stay 
closer to home over the weekends. 
‘I Married an Angel,’ at Loew’s 
State is doing well, as are ‘Juke 
Girl,’ at Majestic, and ‘My Favorite 
Spy,’ at RKO Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘North to 
Klondike’ (RKO). Paced at steady 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U) 
and ‘Russian Front,’ nice $8,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid 
Glove Killer’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Getting its share and headed for 
good $3,200. Last week, ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’s Blessed 
Event’ (Col) (2d run), nice $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Unseen Enemy’ (U) and vaude. If 
present pace keeps up there is little 
likelihood that spot will shut down 
for summer. Taking good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Stardust of Sage’ (Rep) 
and vaude, neat $6,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘You're Tell- 
ing Me’ (U). Nice $14,000 practi- 
cally in. Last week, ‘In This Our 
Life’ (WB) and ‘Mad Martindale’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Tommy Tucker orch and Bill 
Gilbert with ‘Four Jacks and a Jill’ 
(RKO). Did alright $8,000 in three- 
day run. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Married an Angel’ (M-G) and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G). Pull- 
ing slightly above average with 
good $13,000. Last week, ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
(M-G), nifty $16,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 50-55-65)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) and ‘Raven’ 
(Par) (3d wk). Still carrying on 
sensationally for $8,000, after pulling 
hefty $11,000 in second week. 


SHIP, $40,000, 
BIG CARGO 
IN HUB 


Boston, June 9. 
‘Ship Ahoy’ is convoying big coin 
into the Orpheum and State this 
week, with ‘The Spoilers,’ assisted 
by Vaughn Monroe on stage, also 
doing forced-draught biz at the 
RKO-Boston. ‘In This Our Life’ 


holds over at the Met; and ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ is holding at the Par 
and Fenway. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-60-65- 
75)—The Spoilers’ (U) and Vaughn 
Monroe on stage. Heading for $22,- 
500, big. Last week, ‘Syncopation’ 
(RKO) and Tommy Tucker orch, 
$24,500, socko. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 40-55-75)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Will garner around $5,500, okay 
First week, $8,000, big. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-60 )—‘Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO) and 
‘Mexican Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO). 
Around $15,000, tepid. Last week 
(five days), holdover of ‘Fantasia’ 
(RKO) and ‘All-American Co-Ed’ 
(UA), $10,200. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-44- 
60)—This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (WB) (2d_ wk). 
Around $18,000, very good. Initial 
stanza, $24,000, wham. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Alias 
Boston Blackie’ (Col). Fine $23,000. 
Last week, ‘We Were Dancing’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col), 
$17,400, satisfactory. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 40-55- 
75)—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Around $8,500 indicated. First 
week, $11,500, good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50-60) 
—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Alias 
Boston Blackie’ (Col). Getting $17,- 
000, very good. Last week, ‘We 
Were Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Bedtime 
Story’ (Col), $14,300, okay. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44-55)—‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep) and ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) (re- 
issue) (2d wk). Around $3,700, pleas- 
ing. Initial frame, 96,500, spiffy. 











First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 11 

Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 

Capitol — ‘Broadway’ (U) (2d 
week). 

‘Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 5) 

Criterion—‘Mayor of 44th 
Street’ (RKO) (10). 

(Reviewed in *Variety’ March 18) 

Globe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(9th week). e 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Music Hall—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 

Paramount — ‘Take a _ Letter, 
Darling’ (Par) (3d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 

Rivoli— ‘Miss Annie Rooney’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 

Roxy — ‘Ten Gentlemen from 
West Point’ (20th) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Strand—‘In This Our Life’ 
(WB) (6th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 29) 

Week of June 18 

Astor—This Above All’ (20th) 
(6th week). 

Capitol — ‘The Wife Takes a 
Flyer’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 

Globe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(10th week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (4th week). 

Music Halli—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (3d week). 

Paramount‘—Beyond the Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) (17). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 

Roxy—‘The Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Strand—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (19). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 


‘Ahoy’-Killer’ Terrif 
$23,000 in St. Louis; 
‘Juke Girl’ Hot 1636 


; St. Louis, June 9. 
Opening of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn. alfresco theatre in Forest Park 
for a 12-week season is expected to 
cut into the grosses of the deluxers 
during the warm weather. But cur- 
rently Loew’s is running wild with 
‘Ship Ahoy’ and ‘Kid Glove Killer.’ 
Looks like banner week at $23,000, 
and likely h.o. Fox, with ‘Juke Girl’ 

and ‘Fly By Night,’ also is strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove 
Killer (M-G). Sure to hang up a 
swell $23,000 for the best since “Tor- 
tila Flat’ (M-G). Last week, 
‘Gentlemen After Dark’ (UA) and 

‘Mister V’ (UA), wiltc~ to $14,300. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Fly By Night’ 











(Par). Should cop a sweet $16,500. 
Last week, ‘My Favorite Spy 
(RKO) and ‘Mayor of 44th St.’ 


(RKO), so-so $13,200. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Moon- 
tide’ (20th). Swell $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Re- 
markable Andrew’ (Par), sprang a 
surprise with sock $9,600. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40) — 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) and 
‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep). Good 


getaway points to fine $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Rings On Fingers’ (20th) 
and ‘Kings Row’ (WB), sturdy, 
$4,600. 





‘Sal’ Big $18,000 in B’klyn; 
‘Reap’ 4th Good $15,000 
Brooklyn, June 9. 
Fabian Paramount’s fourth week 
of ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ and ‘Cadets 
on Parade’ will emerge with nifty 
$15,000. Fabian Fox’s second stanza 
of ‘Larceny, Inc.’ and “This Gun for 
Hire’ also destined for good returns. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
.My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Wouldn't Die’ (20th). Nifty $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th), disap- 
pointing $12,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB) and ‘Gun for 
Hire’ (Par) (2d wk). Satisfactory 
$14,500. Last week, strong $20,000. 


Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove 
Killer’ (M-G). Okay $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Gentlemen After Dark’ (UA), poor 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 40-50- 
60-75) — ‘Reap Wind’ (Par) and 
‘Cadets on Parade’. (Col) (4th wk). 
Still making money; $15,000 this 
stanza. Last week, stunning $17,000 





‘Miniver’ Smash $110,000 in Boffo N.Y.: 
‘West Point’ Great 556, ‘Dandy’ Nifty 
$75,000 in Ist, ‘Bway’ Fair at Same 





Mrs. Miniver’ is wooing and win- 
ning New York to the tune of big 
money, but despite its terrific op- 
position, other shows, new ones as 
well as holdovers, are doing well 
with only a couple exceptions. The 
weekend again brought large crowds 
into. the downtown area, but Sun- 
day (7) failed to do as well as Sat- 
urday (6) due to the rainstorm 
which blew up in the evening. 

The Music Hall, housing ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’, will get around $110,000, 
sensational for this or any other 
time of the year. Attendance is the 
largest for any week so far in 1942, 
while second only on that score to 
‘Philadelphia Story’, whose larger 
gross was due to a holiday and 
upped prices, ‘Miniver’ begins its 
second week tomorrow (Thursday). 

‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point’ 
is a 10-strike for the Roxy, second 
largest house in town. In the light 
of its strength from the opening gun, 
it should pass the barrier for a pay- 
off of socko $55,000, or close, and 
holds over. 

Now in its second week at the 
Hollywood, where being roadshown, 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy’ finished its 
initial stanza at $25,000, big, while 
the first three days of the holdover 
through Monday (8), with the week- 
end at capacity, totaled $15,500. Mat- 
inees on weekdays are not selling 
out, but evenings are, with standing 
room being sold on most perfor- 
mances. House is getting $1.10 from 
the standees. 

The straight-filmer Capitol, with 
‘Broadway’ on display, isn’t in the 
smack division at only $25,000, but 
comes out okay as to profit and will 
hold the film another week. Rivoli, 
also without stageshows, has ‘Little 
Miss Rooney’ on its screen but is 
faring badly at only around $13,000. 
Holds over due to lack of product. 

Paramount is doing so well with 
‘Take a Letter, Darling’ and the 
Benny Goodman band, the combo 
will be held total of four weeks, with 
third commencing today (Wednes- 
day). The second round, finished 
last night (Tuesday), was a robust 


L 


.000. 

‘In This Our Life’, strong grosser 
for the Strand and now in its fifth 
week there with Cab Calloway on 
the stage ‘his first week), will get a 
good $32,000 or better. Show nolds 
over. Calloway opened Friday (5), 
suceeding Jimmy Dorsey, who could 
not be held any longer due to prior 
booking commitmer ts. 

At the State, with ‘This Gun For 
Hire’ (2d run) and Mitzi Green, 
Benny Rubin, Hal LeRoy, Happy 
Felton, the outlook is for $22,000 or 
over, good. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (20th) (1,012; 55-64-75-85- 
$1.10)—"This Above All’ (20th) (5th 
wk). Starts fifth semester today 
(Wed.); fourth ended last night 
(Tuesday) was $17,000, while the 
third ended at $20,500, in both cases 
sustained strength. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Broadway’ (U). Far 
from fancy at only about $25,000, but 
fair profit and holds over. Last week 
holdover of ‘Spoilers’ (U) under $15,- 
000, scant. 

Criterion (L.oew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 
55-75) —‘Mayor of 44th St.’ (RKO) 
opens here today, following mild 
week of $7,000 with ‘Remember 
Pearl Harbor’ (Rep). Behind that, 
‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G), this 
side of $8,000, not good. 

Globe (Brandt’ (1,250; 35-55-75-99) 
—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (8th wk). Looks 
about $10,500 this week, still plenty 
for the right side of the ledger. Last 
week (7th) jumped to $15,000, big. 
Begins ninth trip Saturday (13). 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225: 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20 )\—‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Musical hit is doing 
capacity except on weekday mat- 
inees, which so far have been off a 
bit. Oddly enough, it is the 83c seats 
that are not selling so fast with the 
afternoon trade. On the first week 
ended Friday night (5), the take was 
$25,000, socko, while first three days 
of the current (2d) lap through Mon- 
day (8) was $15,500. Past weekend 
(6-7) was a sellout at $12,509. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Moontide’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Almost Married’ (U) (ist run), 
dualed. About $8,800 indicated for 
this pair, okay. Last week ‘Syncopa- 
tion’ (RKO) (1st run) and ‘Larceny, 
Inc.” (WB) (2d run) $10,300, good. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99-$1.10)—“Take Letter, Darling’ 
(Par) and Benny Goodman (3d wk). 
Tees off on third hole. today (Wed.) 
after sinking a long put last night 
(Tuesday) for a second week of $45,- 
|} 000. Started out with first seven 
| days’ score of $56,000, big. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 








lers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Mrs, 
Miniver’ (M-G) and _=stageshow. 
House extended itself on a large ad 
campaign and from the gun busi- 
ness has been extremely strong; first 
week looks like an 18-karat $110,000, 
In attendance this is highest so far 
during 1942, while second only in 
attendees to ‘Philadelphia Story’ 
(M-G), which had the benefit of a 
holiday. Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), $82,000, stout. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Powder Town’ (RKO). This one 
looks like $5,500, lean. ‘Falcon Takes 
Over’ (RKO) goed $7,500 last week. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-50-75-85-99) 
—Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA). Got 
poor notices and is doing poor busi- 
ness, only around $13,000, but holds 
over due to scarcity of product for 
house. The second week for ‘Ships 
With Wings’ (UA) was only $10,000, 
very thin. In view of the location 
of this house and its prestige as a 
run operation, it would seem fo be 
entitled to better product. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Ten Gentlemen West Point’ 
(20th) and stageshow. Turnstiles 
spinning at merry gait for excellent 
$55,000, or close, on the first week. 
Holds. Last week, fifth for ‘My Gal 
Sal’ (20th), $41,000, very nice. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—This Gun for Hire’ (Par) 
(2a run) and, on stage, Mitzi Green, 
Benny Rubin, Hal LeRoy and Happy 
Felton. Going pretty good for 7 
000, or bit above. Last week, ‘My 
Favorite Spy’ (RKO) (ist run) and 
Ray Kinney, Ethel Shutta and Mayris 
Chaney, $20;000, fair. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85-99- 
$1.10)—‘In This Our -Life’ (WB) (5th 
wk) ‘and Cab Calloway (lst wk). 
Good $32,000 or more in sight. Cal- 
loway joined the picture Friday (5), 
since Jimmy Dorsey could not be 
held further. ‘Life,’ on its fourth 
week with Dorsey on the stage, $41,- 
000, excellent. Current slfow holds 
another week. 


REAP’ SMASH 
$14,000 IN K. C. 


Kansas City. June 9. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ at the New- 
man is the big blow currently, play- 
ing to nifty biz at the highest price 
scale for a single film in months. 
Top at night is 55c, and 40c figure 
holds for the entire house on mati- 
nees. Such prices will likely enable 
the house to exceed its gross on 
‘Northwest Mounted Police,’ Sock- 
eroo $14,000 or better looms for 
‘Reap’ compared to a regular ceiling 
of about $10,000. 

Two holdovers are sturdy, ‘This 
Above All’ continuing at the Esquire 
and Uptown at raised prices and 
‘Juke Girl’ topping the dual bill at 
the Orpheum for a nice take. ‘I 
Married an Angel’ topping the Mid- 
land duo is only average. 

Hot weather this week indicates 
summer is here in earnest. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-40-55) — 
‘This Above All’ (20th) held for a 
second week at raised prices. Liv- 
ing up to pace of first week and 
pleasant $7,500, strong for second 
session. First week’s take exceeded 
$11,000, one of largest recorded for 
the two houses. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—WMarried Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G). About aver- 
age at $8,000. Last week, “Twin 
Beds’ (UA) and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ 
(Col). Holiday trade helped, but still 
ordinary $7,700. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 11- 
40-55)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). 
Started bullishly and looks due for 
an extended run even at these 
prices, highest house has had in 
years since bargain rates for bal- 
cony at night have been eliminated. 
Can top $14,006 at these prices, ex- 
ceeding any film attraction in years. 
Last week, ‘Favoriate Blonde’ (Par) 
(3d wk), good enough at $5,000 
with sneak preview one night to 
help out. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO) (2d wk). Ann 
Sheridan name seems to be carrying 
this action film to good money. Cur- 
rent week good at $5,000 following 
first week’s buxom $8,500. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30) — 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th) and 
‘After Mein Kampf’ (Indie) plus 
vaude on stage. Second week of 
house’s dual policy. Running 25% 
ahead of average for $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Home in Wyoming’ (Rep) 
and ‘Shepherd Ozarks’ (Rep) plus 











stage show, about same figure. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, June 10, 1942 





Philly Crix Don’t Like ‘Rio, But Public 
Does for Big $17,800; ‘Reap’ 6th $7,600 








Philadelphia, June 9. 

There are only two new pix mak- 
ing their bow in town this week, 
yet business continues on an even 
keel, A heavy rainstorm Saturday 
and Sunday nights hurt b.o.s a little, 
but in the main there were plenty 
of people downtown. The gas ration- 
ing is holding the weekend exodus to 
a minimum. 

Abbott and Costello’s latest starrer, 
‘Rio Rita,’ is getting excellent patron- 
age despite healthy swipes taken at 
the film by the crix. Only other new 
film is ‘Mayor of 44th Street,’ which 
is teamed with an in-person appear- 
ance of Jane Withers and Mitchell 
Ayres band at the Earle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (6th 
wk). Still has plenty of_power in 
this round for neat $7,600. Fifth week 
got fine $8,800. Will hold at least 
couple more weeks, 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Lady Has Plans’ (Par) (2d run). 
Doing fairish $2,300. Last week, 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th), fared 
worse with $2,200 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) (3d wk). Still 
chipper with $11,200. Second chucker 
was neat $15,’ 00. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO) with Jane 
Withers in person plus Mitchell 
Ayres band. Satisfactory $18,500 for 
the lot. Last week combo of ‘Lady 
Plans’ (Par) with Russ Morgan’s 
band and Billy Gilbert, slightly 
better $19,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
*‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d wk). Slough- 
ing off after socko initialer, but still 
plenty profitable with $13,000. Bow- 
in rated bangup $21,000, plus nice 
$2,200 for extra Earle Sunday show- 
ing. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) (2d run), 
Sour $2,800. Last week, ‘Larceny’ 
(WB), only slightly better with 
$3,000 for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Nice pickins’, with $4,000 
for this try. Last week’s gate was 
good $4,800 for start of second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
-— ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). Defying unkind 
crix for big $17,800, plus solid $2,500 
at ‘gravy’ showing at Earle Sunday 
(7). Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), 
mediocre $11,000 for second sesh. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—Gun for Hire’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $5,200 for this trip, after great 
$10,000 for initialer. ‘Spoilers’ opens 
Saturday (13). 


Heat, H.0.s Hurt Newark: 
Saboteur’ Good $18,000 


Newark, June 9. 

Severe “weekend heat and pleth- 
ora of holdovers in the downtown 
sector has resulted, for the most 
part, in mediocre b.o. takes. The 
Adams, holding ‘Gold Rush’ for a 
second stanza. is barely meeting the 
house nut and probably will shutter 
after this session, reopening in Au- 
gust with former name band policy. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Adams-Par) (2,000; 25-30- 
35-40-55 )—'Gold Rush’ (U). Chaplin 
pic dying in its second time around 
and figures for no better than $5,000, 
hardly enough to cover house ex- 
penses. Last week, alright $7,000. 


Branford (WB) (2,800: 28-33-44- 
55)—‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Sweetheart 
Fleet’ (Col). 
strength of Hitchcock flicker, which 
came in for critical accolades. Last 
week, ‘This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Boston Blackie’ (Col), stout $15,000 
in it’s second session. 


Capitol (WB) (1,200: 20-28-39-44) 
-—‘Favorite Bionde’ (Par) and ‘Fly 
By Night’ (Par). This dual, rushed 
in Wednesday, figures for okay 
$3,300 on a nine-day stay. Last week, 
‘Mr. V’ (UA) and ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G), poor $1,900 on five days and 
yanked before expiration of week, a 
rarity for this second run house. 


Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000: 
30-35-55 )—‘Suicide Sauadron’ (Rep) 
and ‘Mayor 44th St’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
In abbreviated second sesh of five 
days, won't do better than sour 
$6,500 and will be pulled Thursday 
(11). Last week, $12,000, fair. 


Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 25-60-70) 
—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and ‘Rings 
on Fingers’ (20th). Management 
boosting this pair to good $18.000 by 
playing up to moppet trade plus 
newspaper contest tieup. Bill also 
augmented by two nights of waude. 
Last week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) 
and ‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th), $15,000 
on second trip. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600: 28-33-44-55) 
-——‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G) (2d wk). Aiming 
at $13,500, good. Last week, power- 
ful $16,500. 








Good $18,000 onf 
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‘OUR LIFE’-VAUDE FINE 
$21,000, WASHINGTON 


Washington, June 9. 

The outlook is rosy in the down- 
town first-run area this week. ‘In 
This Our Life,’ with vaude, at Earle, 
is fine, as is ‘Twin Beds’ at the Capi- 
tol. Metropolitan raised price scale 
for second run of ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,’ and for the first time in 
months will run into a five-figure 
gross on week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—Twin Beds’ (UA) plus vaude 
headed by Connee Boswell. Latter 
important at b.0.; swell $23,000. Last 
week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and vaude, 
fine $24,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). Looks like fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Ring On Fin- 
gers’ (20th), sour $3,500. 





‘This Our Life’ (WB) plus vaude. 
On way to tip-top $21,000. Last 
week, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) with Dick 
Stabile orch, bangup $19,700. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
‘Syncopation’ (U). Satisfactory 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Broadway’ (U), 
mediocre $7,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 40-55) 
—Reap Wild Wind,’ (Par). At tilted 
scale will reach smashing $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col), okay 
$6,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)—‘My 
Gal Sal’ (20th) (2d wk). Rang up 
good $16,000 on first seven days. will 
just reach $10,000 in holdover ses- 
sion. 


‘FLYER,’ $7.00, 
NG; CINCY 
IN DIVE 


Cincinnati, June 9. 

Fresh releases are cold, the weather 
is hit, and b.o. is blah. 

‘Great Man’s Lady,’ at Albee, is 
in front by a couple of limps. ‘Wife 
Takes a Flyer’ and ‘Fingers at Win- 
dow’ are no-dicers for Palace and 
Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par). Dull $9,- 
000. Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), 
swell $14,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). Switched 
from Albee for second week. Good 
$5,000. Last week, ‘My Gal Sal’ 
(20th), second week on moveover, 
okay $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Twilight on Trail’ (Par) and ‘Hope 
Schuyler’ (20th), split with ‘Jimmy 
Valentine’ (Rep) and ‘Lady Gang- 
ster’ (WB). Seasonal $1,900. Same | 
last week for ‘Alias Boston Blackie’ 
(Col) and ‘Night Before Divorce’ 
(20th), divided ‘with ‘Blondie’s 
Event’ (Col) and ‘Dawn Express’ 
(PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB). Transferred from 
Palace for second stanza. Pleasing 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Kennel Murder 
Case’ (WB) and ‘Gambling Lady’ 
(WB) (reissues), slow $3,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G). No dice, 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ 
(M-G) (2d run), good $4,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th). Second moveover 
and fourth -week on main line. Al- 
right $3,500. Last week, ‘Bashful 
Bachelor’ (RKO), fair $3,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col). Low ceil- 
ing, $7,000. Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ 
(WB), favorable $10,000. 


‘Angel’ Fair $2,800 
In Quiet Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., June 9. 
Lincoln theatre’s ‘I Married an 
Angel,’ while only fair, is leading the 
|dull b.o. parade this week. 
Estimates for This Week 


LinesIn (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
9-30-44)—‘Married an Angel’ (M-G). 
Getting fair $2.800. Last. week, “Tor- 
tilla Flat’ (M-G), good $3,500. 


Nebraska (J. H. Cooper) (1,236; 9- 
20-28 )—‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G) and 
| Fly Night’ (Par). Will do $1,100. 
Last week, ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G) and 

















| 





VARIETY 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ 


Rf (20th), 
1,050. 


State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 
'30) —‘Kennel Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Father Steps Out’ (Mono), split with 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Tramp’ (Col). 
‘Around $1,100. Last week, ‘Bashful 
|Bachelor’ (RKO) and ‘Hurricane 
|Smith’ (Rep), split with ‘Home Wy- 
‘oming’ (Rep) and ‘About Face’ (UA), 
ditto. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44 )—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G). 
Poor $2,400. Last week, ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par), so-so $2,400. 


only 





Varsity (N-F)( 1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col). May hit 
$2,700, nice. “Last week, ‘Invaders’ 


(Col), same. 


‘Ahoy’ Smash $11,000 
In Jittery Seattle; 
‘This Above All’ 106 


Seattle, June 9. 

Seattle is not accustomed to ‘radio 
silence’ and threat of actual black- 
outs. Consequently radio blackouts 
socked business the first two days of 
current week about 25%, but the 
boxoffice revived over the weekend. 
Radio silence started at 9 p.m. on 
current week’s ‘blackout’ nights, but 








Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— ;showmen believe folks will get used 


to the war precaution shortly. Even 
in nearby communities theatres took 
it on the chin. 

Paramount’s ‘Ship Ahoy’ is easily 
the best bet, being even stronger 
than ‘This Above All.’ Latter pic- 
ture, at the Fifth Avenue, is getting 
major advertising attention, but the 
tilt in admission prices appears to be 
a drawback rather than a help. 
Music Hall is holding over ‘Fantasia.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58 )—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and 
‘Sunday Punch’ (MG) (2d wk). Hot 
release from big opener at Para- 
mount theatre; good $3,800. Last 
week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
Schuyler’ (20th), six days of fourth 
week, nifty $3,100. 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-50- 
65)—This Above All’ (20th). Big 
$10,000, but expected more. Tilting 
prices did not help. Last week, “Tor- 
tila’ (M-G) and ‘For Keeps’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), dandy $7,000. 


Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) and ‘Sweet- 
heart Fleet’ (Col). Fair $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Wife Takes Fiyer’ (Col) and 
‘Canal Zone’ (Col) $6,600, very. nice. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Tortilla’ (M-G) and ‘For Keeps’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Moveover from 
two oke weeks at Fifth. Big $4,000. 
Last week (40-50-65), ‘Reap Wijd 
Wind’ (Par) in 8 days gathered $4,- 
600, good. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: 30-40-58) 
—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Sattergood 
High’ (RKO) (24 wk). Mild $3,400. 
Last week, same duo, good $6,300. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58) 
—Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Always 
in Heart’ (WB). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB), in second 
week of 9 days, big $8,600. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
58)—‘Let’s Get Tough’ (Mono) and 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col), with Britt 
bWood in person on stage. Mild $7,- 
500. Last week, ‘Butch Minds Baby’ 
(U) and Gus Arnheim band on stage, 
didn’t jell; blah $6,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 30-40-58) 
—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G). Great $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Sunday 
Punch’ (M-G), swell $10,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 30-40-58) 
—Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). Moved 


from Orpheum. Oke $3,600. Last 
week (23-40), ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) 
and ‘What’s Cookin’ (U), handy 
$3,400. 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) (3d run). Fair 
$2,500. Last week, Johnny Eager’ 
(M-G) and ‘Playmates’ (RKO) (3d 
run, good $2,900.’ 


‘Angel’ Mild $10,500, But 
‘Reap’ 2d Big 156 in Balto 


Baltimore, June 9. 

Feature of rather uneventful week 
here is continued big biz of ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind,’ in its second week 
at the Stanley. Some fairish action 
is reported for ‘Private Buckaroo’ 
at Keith’s, and Woody Herman's 
orch is giving potent assistance to 
‘Meet the Stewarts’ at the combo 
Hipp. 





Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 17- 
28-44-55)—‘“Married an Angel’ (M-G) 
Rather mild at $10,500. Last week, 
‘Twin Beds (UA), didn’t fare so well 
at $8,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Meet Stew- 
arts’ (Col) plus Woody Herman 
orch. Good action, due mostly to 
stage portion of layout. might reach 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Faleon Takes 
Over’ ‘RKO) plus Mitchell Ayers 
band and Ink Spots, held rather 
consistently to $15,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406: 17- 

Buckaroo’ 


28-33-39-44-55)—‘Private 
Attracting some daytime ac- 





(U). 
itivity and inching out possible $9,- 





Pitt Heat Bops B.0. But ‘In Our Life’ 
Trim $16,000: Rings on Fingers 5G 





REAP’ GREAT $11,500 
AT UPPED OMAHA TAP 


Omaha, June 9. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ single-fea- 
tured with upped prices at the 
Omaha, is the b.o. smash here cur- 
rently. Picture has been packing 
‘em in since opening. First three 
days alone gave house an ordinary 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-40- 
55)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), An 
outstanding click at $11,500 and 
holds. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 





and ‘Born te Sing’ *(M-G), fine 
$9,500. 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 


10-25-35-40)—Favorite Spy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). Fair 
$3,800. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 
and ‘Blondie to College’ (Col), pretty 
good $4,300. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30- 
44)—'Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G). Light 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par) and Horace Heidt band 
(20-40-55), nice $15,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—Sunset Desert’ (Rep) (first run), 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Cadets 
on Parade’ (Col) (first-run), triple, 
split with ‘Two-Gun Sheriff’ (Rep), 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col) and ‘Lone 
Rider Justice’, (Cap), and ‘Rise and 
Shine’ (20th) and ‘Dumbo’ (RKO). 
Around $900. Last week, ‘Jesse 
James’ (Rep), ‘Sing for Supper’ 
(Col) and ‘Pearl Harbor’, (Rep), 
triple, split with ‘Billy Trapped’ 
(Indie), ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) and 
‘Rolling Down the Divide’ Indie), 
and ‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
‘Road Singapore’ (Rep), $700. 


NAME VAUDE BIG 
$22,000, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, June 9. 

Cleveland’s key theatres. are 
weathering everything from the heat 
to the war-rationing jitters in one 
big, easy jump. ; 

State is landing top-shelf biz with 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ at stepped up 
prices. ‘Hollywood Priorities’ unit 
is giving next-door Palace a slew of 
bo. names, which, doubled with 
‘Mayor of 44th Street,” are also aimed 
for fine biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 20-40-45-55)— 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col). Fortified by 
strong ballyhoo drive, on road to 
extra good $6.000. Last week, ‘Fan- 
tasia’” (RKO) (2d wk) at pop prices, 
okay $4,300. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th: (2d wk). 
Almost certain to nab swell $10,000. 
after grabbing great $18,500 last 
chapter. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—Fantasia’® (RKO) (3d wk). Nice 
going for. shiftover, worthwhile 
$2,300 in sight. Last week, ‘Invaders’ 
(Col) (3d wk), slowed up to $1,200. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700: 35-40-50-55- 
70)—‘Mayor 44th St.” (RKO) plus 
‘Hollywood Priorities’ on _ stage. 
With Frank Fay, Arthur Treacher 
and Zasu Pitts on stage, this is un- 
doubtedly season’s No, 1 vaude show. 
Heading for great $22.000. Last 
round. ‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) with 
Blue Barron’s orch and Blackstone 
on stage, fairish $16,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 40-44-50-55- 
65)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Plenty 
of sweep and boxoffice excitement in 
sea-thriller. Socko $20,000 is ex- 
pected. Last lap. ‘Married Angel’ 
(M-G), ordinary $10,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1.872; 35-40-50- 
55)—“Mister V’ (UA). Smartly 
touted anti-Nazi thriller gunning for 
good $5,500. Last week. ‘Ship Ahoy’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), firie $6,500. 


000. Last week. ‘Great Man’s Lady’ 
(Par), okay $10,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Fly 
By Night’ (Par). Not much at indi- 











cated $2.500. Last week, ‘Hello 
Annapolis’ (Par), didn’t attract at 
$2.200 


New (Mechanic) (1.581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (3d wk). Point- 
ing to very healthy grand total of 
$18,800 for the three weeks played: 
a potent figure in this limited seater. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-55-66) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding very solidly at big $15,000 
after going way over estimate of 
initial sesh to socko $24,000. Slightly 
upped scale helping bolster take. 
Third week already underlined. 

Valencia~ (Loew’s-UA) (1,450: 17- 
28-44-55)—‘Twin Beds’ (UA) (move- 
over). Following week in down- 
stairs Century and n.s.g. at $3.000. 
Last week. similar handling of ‘Tor- 





tilla Flat’ (M-G), after two-week 
stay below, held néecly at $5,700. 





Pittsburgh, June 9. 

Not very much for anybody this 
week. Heat’s been pretty terrific 
and, with gasoline and baseball 
plentiful over the weekend, biz is 
somewhat at a standstill. : 

Penn’s making. the best showing 
with ‘In This Our Life,’ the Bette 
Davis-Olivia DeHavilland names ac- 
counting for an excellent opening, 
although not expected to hold up on 
reviews and word-of-mouth. ‘Tuttles 
of Tahiti’-Russ Morgan combo not so 
bad either at Stanley, but house 
simply can’t climb back to its levels 
of few months ago. : 

‘Rings on Her Fingers’ taking a 
beating at the Harris, second flop in 
a row for this new site, and all of 
the h.o.’s, ‘My Gal Sal,’ at Fulton, 
‘Rio Rita,’ at Warner, and ‘Kings 
Row,’ at Ritz, are skidding sharply. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) 43d wk). Click 
musical has just about washed itself 
up downtown. Fact that Fulton’s 
without a cooling plant isn’t helping 
it very much either. Looks like 
about $4,000 on current session. 
Better than $6,000 last week. 

Harris (Harris) (2,260; 30-40-55)— 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th). No takers 
for this weakling and it'll be lucky 
to crack $5,000, pretty bad. ‘Wife 
Takes Flyer’ (Col), last week, ac- 
counted for only $5,300. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—This Our Life’ (WB). Cast 
names and early splash got this one 
off to a great start, but lukewarm 
press likely to taper it off down the 
stretch. However, $16,0°9 isn’t bad 
these days and more than enough to 
send it uptown couple of blocks to 
Warner for another week. Last 
week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), poor $13,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) (5th wk). House held 
hit drama for additionc! week in 
lieu of taking ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) from Warner. Film had great 
four weeks among Penn, Warner and 
this small-seater, so the sharp drop 
down the home-stretch was no sur- 
prise. About $2,200 for the windup. 
Last week, ‘Row’ got great $4,000. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—Submarine Raider’ 
‘Road to Happiness’ (Mon). These 
double-bills have established a regu- 
lar average here and rarely deviate 
more than a couple of hundred 
bucks either way. This one looks to 
make $2,600. Last week, ‘Sweetheart 
of Fleet’ (Col) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U), 
$2,500, 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—'Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO) and Russ 
Morgan’s band. Rated best stage 
show here in months and should 
finish to at least $18,500, bit above 
the recent average. Last week, Artie 
Shaw and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Par), just under $18,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d wk). Moved 
here from Penn, but couldn’t be be- 
cause biz warranted it. Wound up 
there to almost nothing and starting 
off here the same way. Doesn’t look 
like much more “ihan $3,800, pitiful. 
Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), 
also on movover, not so hot either at 
$4,400. 


‘TAKE A LETTER’ SOCK 
$7,000, TOPS MEMPHIS 


Memphis, June 9. 

‘Take a Letter, Darling’ at the 
Malco is stealing the play from ‘I 
Married An Angel,’ Loew’s Palace 
entry, as ‘Juke Girl’ holds sturdy on 
second week at the Warner. The 
Rosalind - MacMurray comedy has 
the town buzzing, with sOck week 
in sight for the Malco, 

Hot weather anc lack of tires is 
helping to keep business at even 
keel, despite competition from swim 
spots and such. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk). Howard 
Waugh sexed this one up, in ads and 
copy. Neat $3,500 on second session 
after amazing $7,300 last week. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,200; 10-33- 
44)—‘Take Letter, Darling,’ (Par). 
Looks like this one might snare a 
bullish $7,000. Last week, ‘Wife 
Takes Flyer’ (Col), $4,300, not bad. 

Palace (Loew) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Married Angel’ (M-G). Appeal of 
stellar pair likely to prod this to- 
ward $6,000 despite crix raps. Last 
week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$2,800, fair. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA). Shirley Tem- 
ple not too hot in this, might get 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th), 
blah, $3,300. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Road Happiness’ (Mono}, three 
days: ‘Alias Blackie’ (Col), one day; 
‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col), three days. 
Nice week at $1,600. Last week, 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep), three days; 
‘Canal Zone’ (Coli), one day; an 
‘Stardust Sage’ (Rep) with ‘Gentle- 
man After Dark) (UA), three days, 
better than epected at $1,700. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Ship Ahoy’ Dual, Harris Orch- Spy’ 
Each Good $21,000 in Healthy S.F. 





San Francisco, June 9. 


‘Ship Ahoy’ plus ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 
at the Fox, and Phil Harris’ orch 
with ‘My Favorite Spy’ at the Golden 
Gate. are running neck and neck for 
town’s top boxoffice take. 

‘Kings Row’ is holding up in third 
week at the Warfield, but ‘Tortilla 
Flat.’ transferred to the St. Francis 
for a second week, is taking a slide 
downhill. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Glove 
Killer’ (M-G). Heading for $20,000, 
good, but not as big as this house has 
been accustomed to lately. Last week, 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Born to 
Sing’ (M-G), $23,000, socko. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and 
Phil Harris’ orch unit. Another one 
of those band bills that have been 
proving popular at the Gate, this one 
to the tune of $20,000. Last week, 
‘Sing Worries Away’ (RKO) and Ted 
Lewis, $21,500, corking. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55) —‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and 
‘Sweetheart Fleet’ (Col). Reaching 
for good $8,500. Last week, ‘Spoilers’ 
(U) and ‘Mystery Marie Roget’ (U) 
(2d wk), good $5,700 in five days. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
5)—‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 

reeny Inc.’ (WB). Doing okay 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) 
and ‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th), $18,000, 
hefty. 

St. Francis (F-WC)—'Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-C) and ‘Born Sing’ (M-G). Move- 

ver from Fox, where it got big $23,- 

, slumping here to $8,000. Last 

eek, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 

ouldn’t Die’ (20th) (3d wk. down- 
town). big $6,500. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
1,100; 35-40-55) —‘Gentleman After 
park (UA) and ‘Private Snuffy 

mith’ (Mono). Nice $6,000. Last 

yeek, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Dudes 
Pretty People’ (UA) (3d wk.}, $3,800 

r final five-day stretch. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk.). Main- 
taining strong pace, $11,000 for the 
third stanza. Last week, $14,000, sub- 
stantial. 


‘Blonde’ Strong $11,000; 
All Port. B.0.s Good 


Portland, Ore., June 9. 
‘My Favorite Blonde’ is proving a 
winner for the Paramount, with only 
other opener, ‘Joan of Paris,’ pulling 
well at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
0)—Rio Rita’ (U) (2d wk) and 
ystery Marie Roget’ (1st wk). Go- 
ng over for great 9,000. First week, 
with ‘Mokey’ (M-G), terrific $13,000. 
ayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50-65) — ‘Reap ild Wind’ 
ar) and ‘Sing Blues Away’ (RKO). 








eap’ MOVED. ANST,. t We, Sain Sarpy Shh gy ts 
aramount. Getting nice $2, ere. od 


ast week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and 

emember Pear] Harbor’ (Rep) (ist 
wk), closed third moveover stanza 
for good $4,500, 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) 
and ‘Valley Sun’ (RKO). Looks like 

ood $6,000. Last week, ‘My Gal Sal’ 

20th) (2d wk) and ‘Scattergood’ 
(RKO) (ist wk), fine $6,600. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘On Sunny Side’ (20th). 
In line for strong $11,000. Last week 
(40-65), ‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and ‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) 
(lst wk) great $8,900. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d 
wk) and ‘Dudes Pretty People’ (UA) 
(Ist wk). Great $8,000. First week, 
with ‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G), grand 
$8,500. 





‘Sal,’ Fat $16,500, Pacing 
J. C.; ‘Gun’ Loud $16,000 


Jersey City, June 9. 

Skouras’ State, smallest seater of 
the town’s major houses, is doing 
the biggest biz this week, ringing 
up hefty returns tor “My Gal Sal.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

: Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55 )— 
Zn: Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers Win- 
dow’ (M-G) (2d wk). Duo account- 
ing for oke $13,000 on D.o., after 
pulling swell $16,000 in initial 
stanza. 
_.stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
Gun for Hire’ (Par) and ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par). Combo on way 
to fine $16,000. Last week, ‘This Our 
Life’ (WB) and ‘Sleep Time Gal’ 
(Rep), clicked for oke $14,000 in 
second stanza. 
i State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
My Gal Sal’ (20th). Hefty $16,500 
seen for this solo, house dropping 
double feature policy in order to 
give it full play. Last week, ‘Sabo- 
teur’ (U) and ‘Butch Minds Baby’ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosy 
Bee WOME, vc ceccccce $1,918,000 
(Based on 26 cities, 187 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncruding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
East Wear ........... $1,448,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 176 theatres) 


BETTE, $8500, 
MPLS. NIFTY 


; Minneapolis, June 9. 
With the State, ace loop film 
house, shuttered briefly, it looks 
like bonanza days for several of the 
other houses currently, ‘In This Our 
Life’ is riding high at the Century, 
thanks mainly to Bette Davis. 
The State reopens Friday (12) 
with ‘Take a Letter, Darling.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 








‘Night Before Divorce’ (20th) and 
‘Hickok Rides’ (WB), first-runs. 
Nice $2,000 in five days. ‘Blondie’s 


Blessed Event’ (Col) and ‘Sundown 
Jim’ (20th) dual first-runs, opened 
today (Tuesday). Last week, ‘Gen- 
tleman at Heart’ (20th) and ‘Escape 
yg Kong’ (U), okay $1,900 in five 
ays. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB). Bette Davis 
a boxoffice draw here. Should reach 


‘Ship’, $8,900, ‘Fantasia’, 
$7,500, OK in Montreal 


Montreal, June 9. 

With ‘Fantasia’ something of a 
question mark at Loew’s, spotlight 
for current week hovers around 
‘Ship Ahoy,’ at Capitol, which is get- 
ting best take in town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000 in sight, after lush $10,000 last 


week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Mokey’ 
(M-G). Musical should garner hand- 
some $8,000. Last week, ‘Mayor 
44th St.’ (RKO) and ‘Tuttles Tahiti’ 
(RKO), good $6,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO). Looks like $7,500, 
good. Last week, repeat ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ (M-G), good $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-52)— 
‘Larceny, Inc. (WB) and ‘I Was 
Framed’ (WB). Pointing to better 
than average $5,000. Last week, ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (WB) and ‘Hickok 
Rides’ (WB), good $5,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (4th wk). Good 
going. Very good $3,500 in sight, 
after nice $4,000 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Forsature’ and ‘Degourdis de la 
Onzieme.’ Summer average, $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Carnet de Bal’ and ‘A 
Nos Deux Madame la Vie,’ fail 


$3,400 


‘ABOVE ALL’ $14,000, 
STANDS OUT IN DENVER 


Denver, June 9. 
‘This Above All’ at the Denver is 
above all other films this week. 
Rest of town, however, is not bad. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-40)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th), after week at 
Denver. Good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Invaders’ (Col), after week at Den- 
ver, good $4,200. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40) 








Tortilla’ Huge $33,000, Topper In . 








L. A.; Take Letter’ 27G: ‘Juke Girl 
—_18/4G, ‘Spoilers’ $15,800, Both H.0. 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


_. Sepa $375,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
mies Fee sass oe eek $260,300 


(Based on 12 theatres) 


—— 


DET. HAS 1.0.5; 











‘SAL 2D, $19,000 





Detroit, June 9. 

Loop has gone into a reversal 
here, with the three top houses, 
which usually switch-over stout bills, 
all continuing with holdovers. Mean-j 
while, two switch-over houses both 
have fresh bills, reither showing 
great strength. 

Strong biz is being whacked up 
chiefly by Michigan, with ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ and ‘This “ime for Keeps,’ and 
Fox, with potent ‘My Gal Sal’ and 
‘Brooklyn Orchid.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 





{(U) (2d wk), good $11,000. 


big $8,500 and holds. Last week,|—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Time for|—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) and 
‘Male Animal’ (WB), good $6,300. Keeps’ (M-G), after week at Or-/| ‘Affairs Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep). Fair 
Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)—j}pheum. Fair $2,700. Last week, | $6800. Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) 
‘Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col), Picture |‘Kings Row’ (WB), sfter week at/and ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) (2d 
ne so — A gc — each Denver and Aladdin, fair} wk), good $6,700. 

"Brien li ere. Heading for | $2,700. -Michi - 40-55- 
nice $3,500. Last week, ‘Lady Will-| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-35- 655 Me SD en lace. 
ing’ (Col), good $3,500. 40)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) (4th lyn Orchid’ (UA) (24 wk). Strong 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 


‘Mayor of 44th St.’ (RKO) and Hor-| wk.). Good $7,300. Last week, good 
ace Heidt orch on stage. Heading | $7,000. 
for fine $23,000. Last week, ‘Great Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-35-40)— 


Man’s Lady’ (Par), mild $6,100. 


wk.), and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) (2d 


‘This Above All’ (20th). 


$19,000, —e- after smash 
$24,000 last week. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and 


Easily this ‘This Time Keeps’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


State (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-50)—Last | week's b.o. leader, with big $14,000} . - , 
week, ‘Song Islands’ (20th) (2d wk).| coming up. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ $0,000 leat week sight, after great 
Good $3,000 for three days, after | (20th) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), nice ’ “ : ; 
$7,800 in first week. $10,500. Palms-State (Uni ted Detroit) 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)— Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-35-40) | (3,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Bugle Sounds 
‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO). First nabe}—‘Syncopation’ (RKO). Fair $8,800. | (M-G) and ‘Jacks and Jill’ (RKO). 
showing. Good $3,100 indicated.|Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and|Good $10,000. Last week, ‘Jungle 
Last week, ‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) | ‘Time for Keeps’ (M-G), good $9,300.| Book’ (UA) and ‘Gentleman After 
okay $2,900. Paramount Fox (2,200; 30-40)—| Dark’ (UA) (2d wk), fair $9,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 30-40-|‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep) and ‘No United Artists (United Detroit) 
50-55)—Mr. V’ (UA) (4th wk).| Greater Sin’ (Mono). Good $7,000. | (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) 
Looks like fair $1,500. Tast week,| Last week, ‘Mister V’ (UA) andj/and ‘Mokey’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good 





(3d), $1,800, okeh. 


‘Tough as Come’ (U), good $6,500. 





$9,000, after $13,000 in first stanza. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





Debra Foot DretheatGar rentlrestM Monies. 


‘10 Gentlemen’ and ‘Take a Letter’ Tee Off Well 





Prevalence of extended-run engagements in key 
cities stands out in the national boxoffice derby this 
week. Of the new product, majority of pictures show 
up only in one or scattered important cities, Hence, it 
is the holdover film, some for three or more weeks, 
which is keeping the exhibitor reasonably happy. 

‘Mrs, Miniver’ (M-G), with an extremely strong 
$110,000 at the vast N. Y. Music Hall, ‘10 Gentlemen 
from West Point’ (20th), getting an excellent $55,008 
opening week in New York's Roxy, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB), with a socko $25,000 on its preem session 
of two-a-day N. Y. run and “Take a Letter’ (Par) are 
the bright b.o. gems currently. 

‘Take Letter,’ with an excellent $45,900 in its second 
week at the big N. Y. Paramount, is registering a nice 
$27,000 in two Los Angeles theatres and a sock $7,000 
for best Memphis gross. Film is just getting into circu- 
lation. Disappointing is ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA), with a 
blah $13,000 in New York and only so-so $4,500 in 
Memphis, Partially in the same category is ‘I Married 
an Angel’ (M-G), despite a nice $6,000 in Memphis. 
However, picture is only average in x C., tar in 
Louisville and mild $10,500 in Baltimore. Surprise 
entry this week is ‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep). Aided by 
p.a. of Judy Canova, also in pix, film is drawing a solid 
$18,000 in Chicago, and neat $7,000 in Denver. 

Manner in which ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) continues to roll 
up big business is notable. Outdistancing the field in St. 
Louis with a terrif $23,000, Red Skelton comedy is top- 
ping Montreal at $8,000, doing a great $40,000 in two 
Boston houses, and looks a smash $11,000 in Seattle for 
best business in town. ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) is doing a 
sweet $16,500 in St, Louis; elsewhere okay in second 
sessions. ‘Broadway’ (U), credited with a fair but 
profitable $25,000 in its opening week at N. Y. Capitol, 
is pacing Louisville with $9,000. ‘Gold Rush’ (UA), 
listed as nifty in Chicago, still is plenty good in its 
eighth N. Y. stanza at $10,500. ‘This Gun for Hire’ 
(Par), another comparatively new entry, is fine at 
$16,000 in Jersey City while good in its second Phila- 
delphia stanza. 

JIVE PIC OK FOR SOUND B.0. 

‘Syncopation’ (RKO) also is coming along nicely, 
with stout $18,000 in Newark, a sturdy $8,000 in Buffalo, 


satisfactory $9,500 in Washington and neat $8,800 in 
Denver, Additional returns show ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) with 
okay to great second weeks in Newark, Jersey City, 
Detroit and Portland. The Abbott-Costello starrer 
grabbed a big $17,000 in Philadelphia despite the crix 
and an oke $16,000 in Brooklyn. ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), 
also mostly in second sessions, is a fine $16,000 for 
Detroit, great $8,000 in Portland and huge $33,000 in 
two L, A. spots, all holdovers. 

Most active moneymakers still are the big three, 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’. (Par), ‘In This Our Life’ (WB) 
and ‘This Above All’ (20th). ‘Reap,’ showing surprising 
stability, is a neat $7,600 in its sixth Philly week, and 
good $15,000 in fourth Brooklyn session. Has a strong 
third Chi stanza, great in Omaha’ to top’ town, socko 
$20,000 in Cleveland, okay in second Boston session, big 
$15,000 in Baltimore holdover, sockeroo in Washington 
and smash $14,000 in Kansas City, best mark at house 
in years. ‘Our Life’ is big in Minneapolis, $16,000 in 
Pittsburgh, trim $41,000 in Chi aided by vaude and a 
hefty $32,000 on fifth session in N, Y., great $21,000 in 
Washington, $18,000 second Boston week, $11,200 in 
third Philly stanza and swell in St. Louis. 


‘ABOVE ALL’ GETS GOING 


‘This Above All,’ only in two key cities previously, 
is measuring up to initial showings in N. Y. and K. C. 
It was a strong $17,000 in its fourth New York week 
and will have pleasing second session in K, C. Picture 
is leading Denver with great $14,000 and big $10,000 in 
Seattle. In latter spot, it is rated as a bit disappointing, 
the scale tilting not going so well. ‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) 
continues sturdy, getting $13,000 in Philly holdover, 
hefty $16,500 in Jersey City, strong $19,500 in second 
Detroit session, $18,000 in Brooklyn, huge $17,000 and 
tops in Buffalo. 

From ‘Variety’ correspondents: ‘Spoilers’ (U), $15,800 
in second week in two L. A, spots; ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ 
(Col), low $7,000 in Cincinnati; ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par), 
$7,300 in fourth Denver week; ‘Mayor of 44th St.’ 
(RKO), pacing Minneapolis with $23,000 aided by band; 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO), good $7,500 in Montreal; ‘Suicide 
Squadron’ (Rep), fine in St, Louis, and ‘Saboteur’ (U), 


Los Angeles, June 9. 

Strong attractions combined with 
good weather are making for happy 
boxoffices this week. ‘Tortilla Flat? 
is hitting a sock $33,000 for the come 
bined take at the State and Chinese, 
‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ at the Pare 
amount and Par Hollywood, is chalk- 
ing up a big $27,000, and likely will 
hold for a second stanza. 

‘Juke Girl,’ at the Warner Down- 
town and Hollywood, is getting a 
healthy $18,500 on second weeks at 
the two theatres. ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ is blowing along nicely with 
a second week's total of $6,500. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—'Gone With Wind’ (M- 
G) (2d wk). In high gear for smart 
$6,500. First week of pop prices and 
grind hit walloping $8,700, 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) 
and ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G). ‘Flat’ in fast 
stride for big $14,000. Last week, 
‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Rings On Fin- 
gers’ (20th), strong $12,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk), 
Continuing to surprise with fine $8,- 
500, after terrific $13,500 first sessio 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44. 
55-65 )—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (9th wk). 
Winding up overlength run due to 
bookings, with so-so $1,500. La:t 
week, $1,400. ‘Suicide Squadron’ 
(Rep) opens (12). 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Bashful Bachelcr’ (RKO) and 
‘Sing Worries Away’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Far $3,200 after okay $5,000 first 
week. 

Hellywoed (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Fine $10,000 in holdover. First 
week big $14,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,200; 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Valley Sun’ (RKO), “Tough As 
Come’ (U), with Jimmie Lunceford 
orchestra and stage revue. Lunce- 
ford band chief draw for solid $14,- 
500. Last week, ‘Young America’ 
(20th), ‘Klondike Fury’ (Mono), and 
Major Bowes ‘Stars 1942” revue, hit 
good $13,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55-65) 
—‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Butch Minds 
Baby’ (U) (24 wk). Weekend biz 
lifted to $7,200 after good initial week 
of $12,300. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Take Letter, Darling’ (Par) 
and ‘Remember Pear! Harbor’ (Rep). 
Clicking with fine $15,000 and likely 
holdover. Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ 
(UA) and ‘Fly By Night’ (Par) (2d 
wk), staggered through for weak 
$8,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
409; 44-55-65-75)—"Take Letter, Dar- 
ling’ (Par).. Successful with single 
bill policy and aiming for excellent 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Gold Rush’ 
( ) ipti at 


rf uw cdieanr no 





44-55-65 )—‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Butch 
Minds Baby’ (U) (2d wk). Holdover 
will get $8,600. Initial week, prof- 
itable $13,500. 

State (Loew-F-WC). (2,204; 33-44- 
55-65-75)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G). Terrific $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) and 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th). Gabin 
caught on for big $16,100. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
33-44-55-65)—‘Moontide’ (20th) and 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th). Trim 
$4,000 in moveover run downtown. 
Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ (MI-G) and 
‘Mokey’ (M-G), slick $4,700. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55- 
65)—Moontide’ (20) and ‘Rings 
on Fingers’ (20th). Rolling at solid 
$5,600. Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) 
and ‘Mokey’ (M-G), good $4,700. 


‘BYWAY’ GOOD $9,000 
IN L’VILLE; ‘ANGEL’ 736 


Louisville, June 9. 

Weather for the past week has 
been pretty hot and humidity is 
high. Tire situation and threat of 
gas rationing has the town’s patrons 
sticking pretty close to the home 
hearth. Drop-off in week-end auto- 
mobile trips is becoming noticeable, 
and should bring renewed interest 
in films. 

Town’s first complete blackout 
Monday (8) from 9 to 10 put a 
crimp in all noctural activity, but 
most of the film patrons were al- 
ready in for the last show, so thea- 
tres weren’t handicapped much. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—"Twin Beds’ (UA) 
and ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G). Switched 
from Loew’s State for second week. 
Mildish $2,000. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ 
(20th) and ‘Man Wouldn't Die’ 
(20th) (24 wk), on moveover sesh 











good $18,000 in Newark. 


(Continued on page 54) 


RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,872; 33-_ 
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ROBERT STACK - DIANA BARRYMORE - JON HALL- EDDIE ALBERT - NIGEL BRUCE - EVELYN ANKERS - 


LEIF ERIKSON - JOHN LODER + EDGAR BARRIER - ISOBEL ELSOM and the Flying Heroes of the EAGLE SQUADRON. « ‘7s:72°0, Quentin Revnole 


Famous War Correspondent 


- Original Screen Play by Norman. Reilly Raine Directed by ARTHUR LUBIN From the Cosmopolitan Story byiC..S. Forester A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
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Warners’ ‘Yankee Doodle’ a Dandy 
For Ballyhoo; Blumenstock’s Tally 





Plus the exploitation hookup, 
through the sale of $5,750,000 in war 
bonds as ‘tickets’ to the world pre- 
miere of ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ at 
the Hollywood May 29, Warner 
Bros. is putting on a campaign, 
directed by Mort Blumenstock, that 
is one of the most widespread and 
attention-getting the industry has 
known. Taking advantage of the 
picture’s many songs written by 
George M. Cohan, WB hit a large 
number of radio programs during 
the first week of the film’s engage- 


ment, with plugs obtained for the 
picture. During the one week about 
30 coast-to-coast programs of im- 
portance have paid tribute to Cohan 
and the picture based on his life, 
while many others have been lined 
up by Isabel G. Turner, Warners’ 
radio contact, as well as by the stu- 
dio and music publishers. On the 
first weekend of ‘Dandy’ (May 30- 
31), picture received 40 network 
plugs, plus mention on a large num- 
ber of local stations. 

One of the exploitation ‘steals’ is 
the placing of placards in all N. Y. 
taxis captioned ‘Be a Yankee Doodle 
Dandy, Buy U. S. War Bonds.’ These 
went into 9,000 cabs, 

Tieups arranged by Wilma Free- 
man, promotional aide to Blumen- 
stock, include Victor, Columbia and 
Decca albums of Cohan songs from 
the film, with advertising-exploita- 
tion designed to include exhibits of 
stills and other display matter pub- 
licizing the Hollywood engagement; 
big window layouts in 25 Davega 
sports stores with streamers credit- 
ing the picture, plus plugs in news- 
paper ads; displays in music stores; 
‘Doodle’ necktie promotion in Weber 
& Heilbroner stores; window display 
in Russek’s and newspaper ads fea- 
turing dresses adapted from a model 
worn by Joan Leslie in the picture; 
and in another store a ‘Doodle’ suit 
for girls. 

Will Yolen, who effected the taxi 
tieup, has also made arrangements 
with labor management committees 
of the War Production Board to set 
up ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ score 
boards in defense plants to give rec- 
ognition to best workers through 
presentation of a pin reading ‘I’m a 
Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ He also 
completed a tieup to name the 
Navy’s First High School flying cadet 
unit as the Yankee Doodle Squadron 
and for Cohan theatre program ex- 
hibits in N. Y. public libraries and 
various other hookups. 


so, Warners’ special hats of red, 


tom and split at the top for the 
dropping of coins or bills, were made 
up in collecting funds for the USO. 

An impressive line of accessories 
has been devised for ‘Dandy’ under 
the supervision of Bernard R. Good- 
man, ranging from midget window 
cards to 24-sheets, plus posters, her- 
alds, displays, stills, jumbo window 
cards, etc, 


WB PREEMS ‘WINGS’ IN 
30 AVIATION CENTRES 


Hollywool, June 9. 

‘Wings for the. Eagle’ is slated for 
@ spread-eagle introduction by 
Warners, with 30 premieres in as 
many aviation centres at the same 
time. Picture deals with workers 
in airplane plants. 

Premiere spots listed thus far are 
Buffalo, Baltimore, Dayton, Detroit, 
Fort Worth, San Diego, Seattle and 
Wichita. 


Col’s Bally Staff Switches 


Three shifts in Columbia Pictures 
exploitation staff were announced 














‘ this week by Frank P. Rosenberg, 


head of the exploitation department. 

Abe Bernstein has been assigned 
to the New England territory work- 
ing out of Boston. Harry K. Mc- 
Williams, formerly publicity direc- 
tor for the Paramount theatre, To- 
ledo, and Publix Theatres, Dallas, re- 
places Leo Pillot, now with the U.S, 
Army Air Corps at Scott Field, Ill. 
Samuel Geison, formerly of Tom 
Fizdale agency, joins the exploita- 
tion staff as special writer. 


‘the -boet-- 
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Doc Howe’s 19-Year-Old 
Son Reported Missing 


M. D. ‘Doc’ Howe, of 20th-Fox 

home office  publicity-exploitation 
staff, has received word that his 19- 
year-old son, Edward, is reported 
missing in action in the Philippines. 
Young Howe was with the U. S. 
Marines, serving at Bataan and sub- 
sequently escaping safely to Cor- 
regidor. ‘Doc’ Howe is inclined to 
believe his son has fallen into Jap 
hands since his name appears on no 
casualty list. 
Young Howe, who was an usher 
at the Roxy theatre, N. Y., about 
two years ago, went to Seattle when 
his father went out to manage the 
Metropolitan there. He visited San 
Diego soon after they arrived on the 
Coast and joined the Marines. 


PRESS REPORT 
DUE NEXT WK. 








Final planning report on industry 
public relations should be ready for 
submission next week, it was re- 
ported at meeting of Public Rela- 
tions Committee (eastern division) 
last Thursday (4). Included in this 
will be Howard Dietz’s complete 
summary of the proposed industry 
research program, which went to 
ad-publicity chiefs following this 
session. The Dietz report on the re- 
search alignment not only includes 
his reaction to different phases and 
objectives as outlined to him, but 
also a resume of what some seven 
different research services have to 
offer. 

PRC also probably will elect a 
new chairman at the meeting to- 
morrow (Thursday), since Robert 
Gillham’s tenure of office shortly 
will run out. Originally planned 
to have a new chairman for the 
PRC every six months, with mem- 
bers of committee rotating. Gill- 
ham, first chairman, will have 
served that long some time this 
month, 


AL MARGOLIES QUITS 
- UA TO REP HITCHCOCK 


Al Margolies will become pub- 








licity representative for Alfred 
Hitchcock following” his” diparture 


from United Artists on July 4. Mar- 
golies, with UA for eight years, 
broken by one two-year stretch as 
pub-ad director for Gaumont-Brit- 
ish, handed in his resignation at UA 
Monday (8) to accept the new post. 
He’ll go to the Coast early in July 
and shuttle between there and New 
York in handling the Hitchcock pub- 
licity. 

Monroe* Greenthal, UA pub-ad 
chief, expressing regret at Margolies 
departure said he has two prospects 
for the post and will make a de- 
cision before the end of the week. 
One of the men is within the indus- 
try and one outside, he said. 

Margolies has been in films since 
1928, starting at the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y. He was a néwspaperman be- 
fore that. 


Skouras Hosts West Point 


Grads Before Pic’s Preem 


Spyros Skouras, president of 20th- 
Fox, hosted a group of distinguished 
West Point grads Thursday (4) night 
at a dinner in the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y. Given in advance of attending 
the world preem of ‘10 Gentleman 
from West Point’ the same night at 
the Roxy theatre. 

Two major-generals, two colonels, 
one lieutenant-colonel, a major and 
a captain were included in the list 
of invited guests. 


HORNE ADDS 2 MORE 
Two additions have been made this 
week to the h.o. publicity staff of 
20th-Fox. They are Morton Fried- 
good, who moves over from the press 
department of United Artists, and 
Ellen Davis, ‘Variety’ researcher. 
These are latest in a number of 
changes made since Hal Horne re- 
cently became head of the 20th pub- 
ad setup, 











20th Testing ‘This Above 
All’ at Upped Prices 


‘This Above All’ (20th) is being 
tried out at raised admission scales 
in several key situations of the Na- 
tional Theatres circuit to determine 
a national merchandizing and sales 
policy for the film. 

Reported that first two trial pre- 
lease showings out of New York in- 
dicate favorable reception at upped 
scale, 


CLEVE. MAYOR 
ASKS FOR 
‘MINIVER’ 


mee 





Cleveland, June 9. 
Metro is receiving telegrams from 
this town’s civic brass-hats, ranging 
from mayor to presidents of wo- 


men’s clubs, virtually demanding 
an immediate Cleveland release 
date for ‘Mrs. Miniver’ after see- 


ing it at a preview. 

Mayor Frank Lauscke broke a 
long-standing rule against handing 
out commercial plugs to give the 
film a rare bouquet. Came out with 
an official statement, saying that 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ is a most stirring, 
idealistic picture of war heroism 
that every freedom-loving Amer- 
ican should see.’ In addition the 
city’s chief exec established another 
precedent by sending a wire to 
Nicholas Schenck, president of 
Metro, suggesting that the timely 
drama be shown in Cleveland now. 
‘Americans need its inspirational 
message today,’ he declared. 

No local release date is set yet, 
but campaign for one was started 
by Omar Ranney, film critic of 
Scripps-Howard Press. He organ- 
ized heads of leading women’s or- 
ganizations into firing more ‘We- 
gotta-see-it-now-or-else’ telegrams 
to M-G’s_ tophats. Snowballing 
buildup is all rather baffling to 
jealous rival press-agents, who have 
tried unsuccessfully to chisel a film 
plug out of the mayor ever since 
he came into office. 


FOREIGN FILM MEN 
PUBLICITY -MINDED 


Along with the adoption of part 
of the planning committee’s report 
at the previous week’s session, the 
suggestion of Albert Deane, chair- 
man of this committee, that all pub- 
lic relations activity be done in col- 
laboration with the War Activities 
foreign manager setup was ap- 
proved this week by the Interna- 
tional Film Relations committee 
Planning group’s sub-committee 
huddled with Larry Schneider, Co- 
lumbia’s foreign ad-publicity chief, 
Monday (8) on the first month of 
the institutional weekly publicity 
letter. Proposed to have a new 
editor of this service each month 
starting in alphabetical order. 

Intention of the IFR committee 
in collaborating with foreign man- 
agers’ branch of the WAC setup 
is to keep foreign sales chiefs in- 
formed on all public relations activ- 
ity being undertaken. In doing this, 
the IFR hopes to eliminate much 
red tape and duplication of work. 

The institutional publicity letter 
is to be distributed by Columbia the 
first months and then by Metro the 
second since David Blum, M-G for- 
eign ad-publicity chief, is second to 
become editor of the service. 


Relax in Slax at Jobs 


Minneapolis, June 9. 

Film Row girl employees here now 
are wearing slacks on the job. It’s a 
war economy move, designed to save 
stockings and other apparel. ‘ 

Metro exchange was the first to 
give permission for this sort of at- 
tire, 


BALLYING ‘WAKE ISLAND’ 

Manny Reiner, -special liaison be- 
tween east and the Coast for Para- 
mount’s publicity department, in 
town to start work on ‘Wake Island.’ 
He has been given advance exploita- 
tion and publicity for this forthcom- 
ing Par film. 

Reiner, who went to Washington 
over the weekend, will have his of- 
fice in N. Y. while carrying out fur- 
ther details on this advance cam- 




















paign. 


Mrs. Vincent Succeeds to Husband's 
House; Other Theatre-Exchanges 





Pittsburgh, June 9. 

Mrs. Anthony Vincent, widow of 
manager of Dr. C. E. Herman’s four 
theatres in Carnegie, has been named 
to take over her late husband’s 
duties. She had formerly assisted 
Vincent, who died several weeks ago, 
in the general management of the 
houses. Dr. Herman will assist her 
with booking problems, but only for 
a few weeks or so. 

Columbia Pictures leased new 
quarters in Film Row building in 
which the exchange is now locating. 
Art Levy and his staff will move 
from second floor left to first floor, 
which was occupied by Warners un- 
til that company built its own build- 
ing several months ago. 

u Vogel, who represented Alex- 
ander Fiims here for several years, 
resigned to take a sales berth with 
WB in Cincinnati. 

John W. Gaffney, assistant man- 
ager for Warners here before he en- 
listed in the army in 1940, made a 
second lieutenant in air corps. A 
native of Wilkinsburg, he’s now sta- 
tioned at Savannah, Ga. 

Antonio Constantine, employed by 
the Ollie Kinchels at their Princess 
theatre in Jeanette for last 14 years, 
called up by army. Ditto Milton 
Frankel, formerly with WB exchange. 





Peterson New Cleve. Manager 


Cleveland, June 9. 

John Peterson from Indianapolis, 
recently honorably discharged from 
army, became new manager of 
Warner’s downtown Lake Saturday 
(6). Bernard Blumenthal, re- 
signed, returned to New York, 

Local branch of the theatrical 
U. S. Defense Bonds and Stamps 
Committee, of which Nat Wolf and 
Pere Essick are co-chairmen, sold 
$110,000 worth in theatre lobbies 
since being organized. Variety Post 
313 of the American Legion, known 
@ the showmen’s post, also sold 
stamps and bonds totaling $207,000 
in five a 

Charles Raymond, zone manager 
for Loew’s here, is chairmaning the 
War Heroes’ Rally originally sked- 
ded for next week, Event post- 
poned because date conflicted with 
the Kiwanis convention on June 15 
and 16, and also the Indians-Wash- 
ington baseball game June 16, which 
tied up Civic Auditorium and 
stadium. 





_ 


Schwartz’s Swing 
Sol A. Schwartz, newly appointed 
western zone supervisor for RKO 
theatres, left for a swing around the 
circuit over the weekend. 
He heads for the Coast, returning 
to New York in about two weeks. 





Turner’s RKO Field Shifts 

Terry Turner, head of RKO ex- 
ploitation, last week made several 
shifts in the field. Al Selig, for the 
past few years handling the Phila- 
delphia territory for RKO, goes to 
Boston and New Haven. Harry 
Rheiner goes from the Boston dis- 
pect to Philadelphia and Washing- 
on, 

Ralph Banghart, formerly motion 
picture editor of the Waukegan Post, 
has been appointed to the Buffalo 
and Albany spot while Ronnie Ames 
will cover Dallas and Oklahoma City. 
Louis Harmon goes to Omaha and 
Des Moines, replacing Fred Calvin, 
resigned. Bud Gray goes into St. 
Louis and Kansas City, replacing 
Ted Wynn who shifts to Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 

Charles Huy, who formerly han- 
died the two main West Coast situ- 
ations, was lifted by the RKO studio 
to become unit publicist for the Fib- 
ber McGee & Molly production. 





First From Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., June 9. 

Ben Coleman, Cameo, first ScHine 
manager here inducted into the 
Army, was feted by fellow managers 
at Hotel Seneca party. Joe Goldstein, 
Webster, replaced him and Jack 
Hamilton came from Scotia to take 
charge of the Webster. 

Louise Wilson became assistant 
manager of Loew’s, first woman 
executive . in downtown _ theatre, 
when Jack White resigned expect- 
ing to enter war service in near fu- 
ture. She started as an usherette 
and has been manager Lester Pol- 
lock’s secretary for last nine years. 

H. Graden Hodges, former Demo- 
crat & Chronicle promotion aide, is 
manager of the new Drive-in theatre. 





M. P. Associates Elect 
Philadelphia, June 9. 

Results of the elections of Motion 
Picture Associates announced yester- 
day (Mon.) follow: 

President, Saul Krugman, United 
Artists; vice-president, J. J. McFad- 
den, RKO; treasurer, William G. 
Humphries, 20th-Fox, and secretary, 
Jack Engel, RKO. 

Board of governors include: Jay 
Emanuel, chairman, and Eli Epstein, 
outgoing president, and the follow- 
ing: Sam Rosen, William J. Doyle, 
Sam Lefko and Al Davis. 

The Ladies Auxiliary of Variety 
Club, Tent 13, also announced their 
slate of new officers. 





Mrs, Josephine Wolf, president; 


Mrs. Erma Moss, Mrs. Peggy Clark, 
vice-presidents; Mrs. Sadie Blum. 
berg, treasurer; Mrs. Dorothy Sterl. 
ing, recording secretary, and Mrs. 
Barbara Diamond, corresponding 
secretary. 

Ed Kapner’s Upsal joined Affili- 
ated Theatre chain, making the 31st 
house in the circuit headed by Dave 
Milgram. Nate Milgram, Da-e’s 
brother, now booker in charge of 
shorts for chain, 

Max Miller, p.a. for William Gold- 
man circuit, and Bradley Bennett, 
auditor for chain, partied at the Club 
Bali by their boss, prior to leaving 
for the Army. 

Hy Shapiro, manager of Goldman’s 


Terminal, becomes publicity boss 
with Marty Goldenberg, manager of 
the Band Box, shifted to the Term- 


inal, and John Gaffner, assistant at 
the Band Box, upped to manager. 

The Air Raid post for Film Row 
has been opened at 1305 Vine St., 
with Chief Air Raid Warden Charles 
Zagrans in charge. He’s exchange 
manager for RKO. 





McNamee Vice Silver at NSS 


Milt Silver, advertising executive 
for National Screen Service at its 
homeoffice in N. Y., has resigned 
effective Friday (12) and is reported 
negotiating with one of the major 
film companies on a_ connection, 
With NSS nine years, Silver was 
formerly with the old Universal 
company in advertising. 

Ed McNamee takes over Silver’s 
chores at NSS, effective Monday 
(15). 





2 Loew’s Shifts 


A number of promotions and trans- 
fers affecting the personnel of 
Loew’s out-of-town theatres an- 
nounced by Joe Vogel: A. H. Beuh- 
rig, Jr.. manager of Loew’s State, 
Cleveland, moves io Loew’s, Dayton, 
replacing Orville Crouch who 
entered the service, Vaughn O’Neill, 
assistant at Penn, Pittsburgh, now 
manager of the State, Cleveland. 
Thomas Delbridge, assistant at 
Loew’s Midland, Kansas City, fills 
vacancy in Pittsburgh. Martin J. 
Maher, student assistant at State, 
Boston, now assistant at Kansas City. 
Ira Beck, formerly studen* assistant 
at Loew’s, Rochester, becomes assist- 
ant manager there. 

Another new woman asistant has 
been appointed, Ruth Bolton, for- 


merly cashier of Loew’s State, 
Syracuse, who steps into the position 
left open when Robert esberg 


entered the Army. 





New K. C. House Opening 


Kansas City, June 9. 

Fox Midwest Theatres Corp. opens 
its new house, Fairway, as a new 
unit in the Kansas City district, 
managed by Jim Long, Friday (12). 
House is a 700-seater. F-M is esti- 
mated to have spent around $75,000 
on the house. 

Long has set Chuck Barnes to 
move from the Brookside theatre, 
city subsequent run, to the new Fair- 
way, also a Subseqiien?t run, as wWar= 
ager. Barnes’ shoes at Brookside 
will be filled by Gene Kay, who 
comes over from the Linwood, an- 
other city subsequent. Leo Davis 
leaves post as manager of the Up- 
town theatre parking lot to handle 
Linwood, completing the circle of 
shifts in Long’s district. 





Balto’s Newsreeler 
Baltimore, June 9. 

The Lexway, downtown subse. 
quent run, was reopened as the 
Newsreel this week giving the town 
its first all-news house. Operated 
by’ Sherrill Cohen of Los Angeles, 
house will feature hour-show at 25c 
scale. Jack Carter, from the Coast, 
managing, and George Browning, 
handling publicity. 

Harold Citron of Cohen’s west 
coast organization handled opening 
details and ballyhoo. 





WB’s 2-Day Sales Confab 

Warner sales forces in the metro- 
politan New York area will attend a 
special two-day sales convention at 
the WB homeoffice Saturday-Sunday 
(13-14), to be presided over by Sam 
Lefkowitz, district manager. 

In addition to discussing sales 
problems and policy, to be outlined 
will be a special summer cleanup 
drive for the N. Y. district which 
will run to the end of the current 
season Aug. . Lefkowitz and 
Roger Mahan, N. Y. branch manager, 
will pay cash prizes for best re- 
sults out of their own pockets. 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner general 
sales manager; Roy Haines, eastern 
division manager; Al Schwalberg and 
Arthur Sachson, h. o. distribution 
execs and Norman Moray, shorts 
sales head, will attend the Saturday- 
Sunday parleys. 


Mischnick to Duluth 


Omaha, June 9. 
Leland Mischnick, for nearly five 
years publicity head of the Dundee 
here has gone to the Lyric, Duluth, 
as manager. The Dundee is a Gold- 








berg house; the Lyric, a Minnesota 
Amusement Co. unit, 
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BULLETIN FROM WARNER BROS? 


Wednesday, June 10, 1942 
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Foreign Mors. to Discuss Faster 
Shipping, Frozen Coin, Propaganda 





Major company foreign sales 


chiefs are scheduled to meet tomor- | 


row (Thursday) at the Hays office. 
this being a twice-postponed session 
which has been delayed pending 
more definite word on several press- 
ing foreign market problems. Prin- 
cipal of these is the matter of ob- 
taining free flow of distribution 
rental money from presently coin- 
frozen markets as Great Britain, 
Australia and New Zealand. Foreign 
managers are not satisfied with pres- 
ently outlined plan from these na- 
tions which only permits a certain 
percentage of collected rental money 
to be remitted to America in U. S. 
dollars. €;. 

Question of obtaining additional 
space on boats headed for foreign 
territories, so that film shipments 
may be expedited, also likely will 
be brought up. 

An additional report on the status 
of customs inspection of film im- 
ports and exports, under the 1917 
Enemy-Alien Act, also may be ready 
for submission. While the bulk of 
inspection is going forward at New 
York and Los Angeles, principal 
points for shipments to start, neither 
the men nor assistants making up 
committees to assist in pushing film 
shipments through have been named 
Likely that the L. A. setup will be 
announced shortly. Object of these 
committees is to do advance inspec- 
tion of films, while still in work, so 
that needless delay on completed 
gcreen productions may be avoided. 

Also revealed in foreign film cir- 
cles that Sidney L. Bernstein, rep- 
resentative of the British Ministry 
of Information, now is working with 
the American film industry in an 
effort to coordinate ‘the British 
M. O. I. with the U. S. war effort. 
He already has huddled with Amer- 
4can film business’ representatives in 
‘an effort to collab on the United 
Nations’ war effort. 


Aussie Amus. 
‘Unequalled’ 
On Smash Biz 


Melbourne, June 9. 

Show business here is booming 
better than ever here under wartime 
conditions, with recent survey indi- 
cating that around $1,000,000 is cir- 
culating weekly on Melbourne enter- 
tainment. Oldest showman here is 
unabie to recall anything to even 
equal present prosperity, with any- 
thing of American genre selling out 
Even horse operas are doing socko 
trade at the filmeries. Arrival of 
U. S. forces and General Douglas 
MacArthur is credited for boom, 
plus, of course, the intensified war 
preparations. 

Cinemas are packed to capacity 
both day and night, with cabarets 
setting a pace hitherto unknown. 
Films which had been expected to 
stay two or three weeks at best now 
remain for eight weeks or longer. 
All key Australian cities are likewise 
running at top speed. 


Par’s Man Reports Brazil 











Picture Business Strong 


S. E. Pierpoint, Paramount’s man- 
eger in Brazil, who arrived in N. Y 
this week for h.o. huddles, said 
business is on the upbeat in that 
country. 
ber of British-made pictures pres- 
ently are entering the Brazilian 
market. However, they are making 
no inroads into American business 
because U. S. companies are distrib- 
uting most of them, being British- 
quota films originally made in Eng- 
land for American companies. 

This is the first visit to the U. S. by 
Pierpoint in three years, He will 
be in New York for about a month. 


Mex Cinema Strike Off 
Mexico City, June 9. 
Lifting of a week’s strike against 
the Cines Alhambra and Encanto, 





two of Tampico’s biggest cinemas, 


headed off a tieup of all pic palaces 
in the petroleum port. 
Strike was cancelled when the gov- 


ernment offered to conciliate the 
conflict and the laborites accepted 


arbitration. 


He said that a small num- | 





Leon Britton to B. A. 
For New RKO Post 


Leon Britton, named managing di- 
‘rector for RKO branches in Argen- 
‘tina, Uruguay and Paraguay, left last 
| week for Buenos Aires to assume his 
'new post. Phil Reisman, foreign 
| chief presently in Rio de Janeiro, 
| made the appointment. 

Britten formerly was Far Eastern 
supervisor for the company and es- 
tablished RKO offices in China, the 
Philippines and Dutch East Indies. 
| More recently he has been in charge 
|of the company’s offices in India, 
/headquartering in Bombay. He re- 
‘turned to N, Y. about a month ago 
along with other U. S. film officials 
when it became apparent that the 
market in India was badly unsettled 
by the war. 


Elaborate Plans 
By Arnold for 


London ‘DuBarry 


London, May 10. 

Aithough Tom Arnold is running 
four musicals in the West End, with 
a fifth one due early next month, 
his most elaborate attempt at musi- 
cals isn’t due before September. This 
is Buddy de Sylva’s Broadway click, 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady’. 

Book has been in London for three 
years, and it wes first talked of =~ 
a Henry Sherek venture. But Sherek 
went into the forces. Next it ‘vas 
whispered Harry Foster might take 
a hand in it, with Foster neither con- 
firming nor denying. Jack Hylton 
was next known to have acquired an 
option on it, but as Frances Day is 
believed to be the only actress in 
England who could enact the ‘Du- 
Barry’ part, and Hylton is not too 
friendly with Miss Day, he had to 
give that up. 

Now Arnold is definit~ - doing it, 
with Miss Day in the original Ethel 
Merman part and Arthur Riscoe, 
who has quit Firth Shephard to 
go under the Arnold banner, in the 
Bert Lahr role. 

Louis Dreyfus will have a 50% in- 
terest in the show, with the house in 
which it is destined still a problem. 
But it is likely to be His Mijesty’s 
| theatre or the Palladium. 


YORK’, ‘KINGS ROW’ 
BIG IN FOREIGN FIELD 


| Remarkable business is being reg- 
istered by ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) in Au- 
stralia and by ‘Kings Row’ (WB) in 
Peru and Mexico, according to word 
received by Warner Bros.’ N. Y. of- 
fice. Former picture is in its sixth 
| week and continuing at the Regent 
|in Sydney, Australia, a spot where 
|a picture previously never had been 
jheld more than six weeks. 

| ‘Kings Row’ was not treated kind- 
jly by many U. S. critics. Opening 
ia new house at Lima, Peru (the 
Central theatre), ‘Row’ did better 
than $2,500 the opening week, which 
tops. the business done there by ‘All 
|This and Heaven, Too’ and ‘Juarez,’ 
| previous top grossers in Lima. ‘Row’ 
| did so well in a one-day test show- 
} ing in Mexico City, it is being rated 
as the best money film Warners’ 
'has ever had in Mexico. 
































Pratchett to Mex City 


A. LL. Pratchett, Paramount’s 
Latin-American managing director 
excepting in Argentina and Brazil, 
left for Mexico City, his headquar- 
ters, over the weekend following 
nearly two weeks in N. Y. for home- 
office confabs. 

Pratchett told ‘Variety’ he was ex- 
tremely skeptical of announced plans 
to build a $1,500,000 motion picture 
studio in Mexico City, unless Mexi- 
can capitalists can be interested in 
the venture because he could see no 
reason for American film companies 
investing money in a plant there 
during wartime when such studios 
would be a duplication of Coast 
plants. 








Howes Has Kaye Role 
In London ‘Face It’ 


London, May 10. 
Jack Waller has signed Bobby 
Howes for Danny Kaye role of ‘Let's 
Face It,’ with Pat Kirkwood signa- 
tured for one of leading femme roles. 
Richard Bird will produce, making 


| arst time William Mollison has not 


produced a Waller musical. 











| Gell, 


| 
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FUND SET UP TO. 
AID MEXICAN 
THEATRE 


Mexico City, June 9. 
Plans that appeared recently for 
the creation of a government-backed 
bank to aid the theatre, similar to 
that which has been running for 
some months to coin the pic industry, 
seem to have been abandoned, but 


the idea, in essence, has materialized 
anyway. The Financing Fund for 
Public Spectacles has been set up by 
the Confederation of Mexican Work- 
ers, Mexico’s most powerful labor or- 
ganization, and its allied unions, in- 
cluding those of the theatre. 

Fund embraces aid for all show 
business, and is more of a private 
help-out by the amusement industry’s 
own workers. 

Officers of the fund, home of which 
is in the headquarters of the Con- 
federation here, are: Felipe Mon- 
toya, director general; Filiberto Ve- 
lazquez Trejo, technical control sec- 
retary, and Mario Rojin Coss, treas- 
urer, 








|\Maschwitz Gives Up 


Musical to Buchanan 





London, May 10. 


Major Eric Maschwitz, just re- 
turned to England from America, 
has disposed of his musical, “Waltz 
Without End,’ an adaptation from 
Chopin by himself and Bernard 
Groome, to Jack Buchanan. Groome 
collaborated with him in ‘Balalaikia.’ 

Show, completed before the war, 
will be operated by Buchanan with- 
out him appearing in it. 





Gell of Pathe, Ltd., Served 
In Levey’s $225,000 Suit 


In the suit brought by Arthur 
Levey to collect $225,000, plus any 
other amounts that may be due him, 
for arranging distribution of Mono- 
gram product in England, William 
managing director of Pathe, 
Ltd., a defendant, was s during 
the past week, but only after a court 
order was obtained to effect service 
on him at a New York hotel. 

W. Ray Johnston, president of 
Monogram, also named with Gell as 
individuals in the alleged conspiracy 
to breach the agreement with Levey, 
has not as yet been served, it is un- 
derstood. Gell, from information, is 
going out to the Coast, however, to 
confer with Johnston on the action 

According to the law firm of Chad- 
bourne, Wallace, Park & Whiteside, 
N.Y., additiogal proceedings may be 
brought against Mono, Pathe, Ltd., 
Gell and Johnston to force produc- 
tion of books as a means of ‘deter- 
mining whether more than the $225,- 
000 sued for as royalties based on 
Mono sales in England is due him. 
Under his contract with Mono, en- 
tered into Feb. 18, 1937, Levey was 
to receive 5% of all monies received 
from Pathe, Ltd., in making the deal 
for distribution of Mono product. 
On April 30, 1941, Mono informed 
Levey it was going to pay no more 
commissions. 


Still Branching Out 


Mexico City, June 9. 
Continuing the program of the 
Mexican pic industry to branch out 
in Latin America, vanguard of which 
was aimed at South America, CGal- 
lardo Bros., local distributors of 
Mexicans, have started to slant at 
Central America with the comple- 
tion of plans for the operation of 
two cinemas in Tegucigalpa, the 
Honduran capital. 
These cinemas are expected to 


erved 











open about June 15 and will feature 
Mexican pix. as 


é 





Mex War Declaration Eases Tension 
And Helps All Amusement Business 
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Manuel Reachi Forms 
Mexican Film Company 


Mexico City, June 9. 

Manuel Reachi, representative of 
the Mexican government in Holly- 
wood, has organized a picture pro- 
duction company here, Promesa 
Films, Firm, Reachi explains, has 
no connection with that which his 
brother, Santiago, heads, Posa Films, 
S. A. 

Promesa is to start soon with the 
production of three features—‘El 
Mexicano’ (‘The Mexican’), ‘La 
Jarocha’ (‘Girl of Vera Cruz’) and 
‘Yolanda.’ Irina Baronova, ballerina 
of the Ballet Theatre, current here, 
has been signed for the lead in the 
latter. 


‘2-Faced Woman’ 
Breaks Record 


InB. A., $15,300 


Buenos Aires, June 1. 

All-time records for B, A. first- 
run houses was broken last week by 
Metro’s “‘Two-Faced' Woman.’ Pict 
drew 62,000 pesos (about $15,500 
U. S.) to the Gran Rex, and is still 
going strong for a second week. 
Nothing else came near it. 

(Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently at about 25c 
U. S., follow). 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50; 2.00)-—‘Vacaciones en el 
Otro Mundo’ (Vacations in the Other 
World) (Sono Film, Arg-made). 
Good 10,000 for this national, helped 
considerably by smart advance cam- 
paign., Last week, ‘Confirm or Deny’ 
(20th), O.K, 16,000 ($4,000 U. S.). 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). N.s.h. 11,000 
($2,750) for the second week, with 
theme apparently holding them away 
despite exccllent press. Last week, 
17,000 ($4,250). 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 








2.00; 1.50) — ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th). 
Nice going with 24,000 ($6,000). 
Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th), 


fairish 18,500 ($4,625). 


Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,305; 2.50; 2.00)—“Two-Faced Wo- 





man’ (M-G). Smash 62,000 ($5,500). 
Last week, ‘Shadow of Thin Map 
(M-G) solid 33,000 ($8,250). 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00: | 
1.50)—Sergeant York’ (WB). Still 
going strong, with 14,000 ($3,500) 
estimated for the third week. Last 





week, 17,000 ($4,250) for the second 
week of second run, and previous | 
stanza had 18,000 ($4,500). 


Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
(1,300; 2.00; 1.50)—‘Concierto de Al- 
mas’ (Baires-Almar, Arg-made). Ex. | 
cellent 12,000 ($3,000) for this na- | 
tional. Last week, ‘Bruma en el 
Riachuelo’ (Fog on the Riachuelo) 
(EFA, Arg-made), not bad 12,500 
($3,125). 


Opera (Lococo) (2,400: 2.50; 2.00) | 
—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB). Fair 
19,000 ($4,750) estimated. Last week, 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), socko 
36,000 ($9,000). 


Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00; 2.50) 
—Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Still 
holding up with 14,000 ($3,500) for 
the fourth week, after 18,000 ($4,500) 
previously. 





‘Sky High’ Mediocre, 
London Reception) OK 


London, June 9. 
‘Sky High,’ which opened last 
week (Thursday) at the Phoenix, is 
rated a typical, meciocre British 
revue. , 
Production well received. 





VANDALS WRECK MEX CINEMA 
Mexico City, June 9. 
Vandals damaged to the extent of 
$100,600 (Mex.}—($23,000 U, S.)— 
the deluxe Cine Alameda, cinema 
that’s nearing completion at a cost of 
$1,000,000 (Mex.) ($230,000 U. S.) in 
Guadalajara, the republic’s second 
largest city.» + : ‘8 





- 





Mexico City, June 9. 

Mexico’s entry in the war has, if 
anything, been beneficial to its 
amusement business. Mexico’s deci- 
sion to join the United Nations has 
quickly clarified the general situation 
here. It has ended considerable 
anxiety that rather clouded things 
and which obtained since the U. S. 
entered the conflict, for any attitude 
that Washington assumes in this 
emergency considerably influénces 
Mexico’s stand. 

The people are now in better hu- 
mor. And that’s where the amuse- 
ment biz comes in. There is eager- 


ness but no dread, generally speak- 
ing, though some apprehension re- 
garding raids from the sea or the air, 
or both, exists in the coastal ports, 
both on the Gulf and the Pacific, 


That dread is less here and in 
other of the big towns on the vast 
Central Plateau highlands, with alti- 
tudes that vary from 7,500 feet (the 
local one) to 9,000 feet above sea 
level, towering mountain surround- 
ings that constitute a fine natural de- 
fense barrier. The public has pretty 
much accepted the assurance of 
responsible engineers that it would 
be next to impossible for hostile air 
bombers to make attacks on the 
Plateau because of the altitude strain 
on their planes, 


Cinemas, of course, are benefiting 
most, Comedies and light dramas are 
most favored. Newsreels are popular, 
United Nations war efforts and lead- 
ers are cheered. Gone are the cheap 
little demonstrations against these 
sequences that were exercised by an 
element who were in one employ or 
another of the Fifth Column. 

The stage, long moribund, is get- 
ting a good play. But here, too, the 
demand is for laugh-inspiring stuff. 
The two circuses current here, the 
Argentina,- under canvas, and the 
Continental, a stage show combo in 
the Teatro Arbeu, are doing big biz. 
Niteries are drawing better, too. 


Reisman Soon Due Back 
With Welles From Rio 


Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign sales 
chief, presently on a South American 
trip, is due back in New York the 
latter part of this month. He is pres- 
ently in Rio de Janeiro with Orson 
Welles, who is winding up Brazil 
sequences for ‘It’s All True.’ Most 
of technical crew is due back in U. S., 
in the next 10 days. 

Present intention is for Reisman 
to accompany Wellies back to N. Y. 
since the latter has only a few 
background shots yet to photograph 
before finishing the Brazilian por- 
tion of the feature. 




















Satan vs. Hitler 


Continued from page 3 











using a broader symbol, does not gee 
with word that has gone out to Hol- 


|lywood by Lowell Mellett, Coordinae 


tor of Government Films. Pic was 
planned and partially completed be- 
fore Mellett’s tenure, and it probably 
will be watched as interestedly from 
that quarter as any. 

Film will undoubtedly cause an 
echo of the recent controversy over 
the handling of the Nazis in ‘To Be 
or Not to Be,’ the Jack Benny-Carole 
Lombard starrer. It’s bound to be 
much less of a controversy, however, 
inasmuch as the film has no big star 
names and is admittedly a ‘B’ entry. 

Roach opens. his yarn wiih . the 
board of directors of Hell about to 
fire Satan because there’s a guy on 
earth, Hitler, doing a better job than 
he is. Satan asks that before he gets 
tossed out he be given one chance to 
prove that he’s more of a devil than 
Der Fuehrer. He says he'll show 
that Hitler is so unreliable he even 
can be made to do a good deed. 

Satan thereupon goes up on earth 
to prove his point. By doing a Top- 
per type of stunt he becomes Hitler’s 
valet and goes to work on him to 
make him do a good turn. German 
leader finally does what appears to 
be the right thing, and Satan returns 
to Hell satisfied. He’s hardly arrived, 
however, when he discovers that Hit- 
ler’s even tricked him, and it wasn’t 
a good deed after all. Which makes 
Hitler worse than the devil. 
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Despite Walsh Regime’s IATSE Sweep, °°** Yosu‘Ware non 
Others Say Good Groundwork Laid 


Although faced with tremendous 
unrest in the IATSE, the Walsh ad- 
ministration scored a full victory 
over the most bitter opposition ever 
recorded at an IA convention. In a 
field of three, president Richard F. 
Walsh, who was appointed to the 
office by the General Executive 
Board as successor to George E. 
Browne, received 644 votes. His 
leading Opponent was William Ben- 
nett, delegate of Washington deck- 
hands Local 22, who received 296 
votes. Vincent Jacobi, pre-conven- 
tion favorite, received only 33 votes. 

Louis Krouse, 25 years an IA of- 
ficer and present secretary-treasurer, 
received 764 votes; his opponent, 
Stephen D’Inzillo, v.p. of New York 
operators’ Local 306, received 192 
votes, First v.p. Harland Holmden 
with 671 votes, defeated Russell L. 
McKnight, president of Hollywood 
technicians Local 683. McKnight 
received 287 votes. Canadian v.p. 
William P. Covert, received 599 
votes and defeated Archie Prentice, 
also Canadian, whose vote was 367, 

In the contest for seventh place, 
Carl Cooper, of Hollywood, also an 
appointee of the General Executive 
Board, defeated Harold Smith of 
Hollywood Local 695. Cooper re- 
ceived 634 votes; Smith 328 votes. 
Vice-presidents.Floyd M. Billingsley, 
James J. Brennan, Roger M. Ken- 
nedy and Felix Snow were auto- 
matically elected since they were 
unopposed. 

For the first time since Browne 
was elected in 1934, top IA officers 
faced a fight on the convention floor 
brought about by the vigorous pre- 
convention fight waged by Jacobi 
for a new deal in the IA and the ree 
moval from office of all who par- 
ticipated in the Browne-Bioff re- 
gime. At first the IA officers took 
the position that there would be no 
election, but a canvass of sentiment 
and the defeats the administration 
suffered in various district conven- 
tions, convinced them of the neces- 
sity of an election. They apparently 
decided to get the jump on the op- 
position by offering an election, and 
there is no denying that they took 
much of the steam out of the opposi- 
tion by giving in to the demand for 
elections” at conventions every two 
years 

Didn’t Disavow Browne 

In addition they began an immed- 
iate campaign to line up delegates 
for the election. In the secret ses- 
sion where the Browne-Bioff mess 
was aired for the delegates, the ad- 
ministration took the position that 
they were honest union officers who 
had fallen into the clutches of 
racketeers. They did not dis- 
avow Browne; in fact they praised 
him and pointed to his ‘achieve- 
ments’ and put all the blame on the 
shoulders of Willie Bioff. 


Committees were packed with ad- | 


ministration followers 
committees brouwehi 
were completely favorable to the 
administration. A mudslinging cam- 
paign of intense ferocity was put 
on by administration followers. The 
opposition was labelled ‘Commun- 
ists’: 
from New York in advance of the 
convention were sent to all the dele- 
gates. Whispering campaigns were 
Jaunched. Thus one candidate was 
accused of being anti-Semitic. An- 


and these 


other was accused of being pro- 
Jewish An attempt was made to 
build up the idea that Hollywood 
and New York locals were lined up 


against the rest of the IA, and that 
the fight was actually between this 
group and the rest of the country 

It is interesting to that the 
bulk of the heat 
on Jacobi, doing him the most seri- 
ous damage. Administration stooges 
said nothing against Bennett. 
toyed with the idea of running for 
two full weeks, making up his mind 
finally lay: Wednesday night: the 
nominations were Thursday morn- 
ing. Late Thursday night the story 
was widely spread that Jacobi had 
withdrawn; many delegates went to 


note 


the polls firmly convinced that 
Jacobi had quit the race 
Despite the administration _ tri- 


umph, opposition delegates are far 
from unhappy. They were consci- 
ous that they bucked a most power- 
ful machine that had entrenched it- 
self over a long period and that the 
fear engendered during the Browne- 
Bioff period was still strong and 
was bound to have an effect on dele- 
gates who had felt the wrath of the 
administration on previous occa- 
sions. 


The opposition was composed of 





Loew’s Regular Divvy 


Loew's, Inc., directors last week 
declared the usual quarterly divi- 
dend of 50c on the common stock, 
making a total of $1 paid or declared 
payable this year. Financial circles 
rated the outlook for Lo w’s common 
rather bullish last week, pushing up 
the shares $2.25 in the week to a new 
high for 1942 at $42.3742. Loew’s no 
longer has any preferred stock out- 
standing; hence, net profit can be di- 
vided among common shares after 
taking care of interest, etc. 

Latest common divvy is payable 
June 30 to stockholders on record 
June 19. 


US $21,000,000 
FOK “42-43 PIX 


Universal will spend more than 
$21,000,000 on its 1942-43 pictures, it 
was revealed this week following 
the close of the annual sales conven- 
tion at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
N. Y. Of the features listed in the 
pretentious product announcement 
book, more than 15 already are in 
production or nearing completion. 

Cliff Work touched on difficulties 
facing film producers, due to neces- 
sity for conserving materials under 
a wartime economy, in his address 
last Thursday (4) to the delegates. 
Like prexy Nate Blumberg, who 
spoke earlier in the week, Work, v.p. 
in charge of production, also de- 
clared that the film industry was 
“cooperating with the Government 
and that hurdles in production, could 
be met and surmounted. 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
the Universal board of directors, de- 
livered an inspirational talk during 
one of the sessions, dealing with the 
almost unbelievable progress made in 
plane, ship and other armament pro- 
duction. 

Production program announced for 
1942-43 is to include 55 features, 
seven westerns and seven western 
reissues starring Walter Huston, 
Noah Beery, Jr., Ken Maynard and 
Buck Jones. 

Walter Wanger is 
make one picture in addition to 
‘Arabian Nights,’ previously an- 











scheduled to 





in reports that | 


mimeographed sianders mailed | 


was concentrated | 


who 


|nounced. Henry Koster’s remake of 
|‘Phantom of the Opera’ is to be in 
|Technicolor, as is ‘Nights. Three 
| Abbott & Costello pictures are slated, 
'two with Deanna Durbin and one 
Jules Levey production with Olsen & 
Johnson. 
| Sorts program lists 104 issues of 
ithe U nétvsreel, 13 two-reel band 
musicals, six Color Classics, six 
Swing Symphonies, 10 Walter Lantz 
Cartoons, 15 Person-Oddities, 15 Va- 
lriety Views, two special shorts ‘Eagle 
| Versus Dragon’ and ‘Roar, 
Roar,’ and four serials. 

Listed also are pictures from How- 


|ard Hawks and Alfred Hitchcock, the 


ilatter’s entitled. ‘Shadow of a 
| Doubt,’ with Jack Skirball as asso- | 
|eciate producer. The Charles Boyer 
|starrer will be ‘That Night With 
| You,’ 

General sessions wound up Thurs- 
day (4) with a dinner in the grand 
(ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria. 
Eddie Davis and his floor show from 
| Leon & Eddie’s, New York nitery, 
| were brought over for the delegates. 
| District and division managers held | 
| sessions Friday to discuss 1942-43 
selling plans 

Many top U executives already 
|have returned to the ‘Coast. Nate 
| Blumberg and Cliff Work left for 


| Hollywood last Friday (5) while J. 
| Cheever Cowdin returned a day 
learlier. John Joseph, ad-publicity 

chief, headed back Saturday, stop- 
|ping over in Chicago, his former 
| home, for a few days. 





political novices, none of whom had 
ever seen each other. They had to 


hunt each other out at the conven- | 


(tion. In addition, they had no slate 
|and no agreed program. Everything 
had to be improvised at the last 
minute. Opposition leaders are con- 
scious that they had made terrific 
blunders, but feel content that the 
groundwork had been laid for mak- 
ing the IA a ‘democratic union.’ 
‘Two years from now it will be a 
different story,’ they declared. 





Navy, | 


Hollywooa@, June 9. 

| Film execs and players can eat 
in peace now without fear of a walk- 
out by cooks and waiters during 
ljunch hour. Strike threatened by 
the Culinary Workers Alliance was 
averted by an adjustment calling for 
wage tilts averaging 40%. 

New scales, retroactive to Jan, 1, 
guarantee a 48-hour week, with 
chefs drawing $112.41 weekly and 
cooks ranging from $6.50 to $10 per 
day. Miscellaneous workers range 
from $4.50 to $5 daily, depending on 
their classifications. 


Joe Moskowitz Given 
D. C. Setback on Appeal: 
19 Schenck Counts Out 


Washington, June 9. 
Joseph H. Moskowitz is expected 
to start service some time this 
month of his year and a day Fed- 
eral prison sentence following re- 
fusal of the U. S. Supreme Court 
yesterday (Monday) to review his 








No other appeal is open to him. 

Moskowitz, eastern studio rep of 
20th-Fox and former eastern rep for 
Joseph M. Schenck, was convicted 
with Schenck last year. He testi- 
fied at that time that his duties in- 
cluded ‘supervision and responsibil- 
ity for Schenck’s books and tax re- 
turns.’ Schenck is already serving 
his year and a day sentence, re- 
duced from three years. He also 
paid a $20,000 fine and must make 
good many thousands in tax ar- 
rears. 

John W. Davis, Moskowitz’s attor- 
ney, contended in his briefs to the 
Supreme Court requesting a review, 
that evidence had been erroneously 
admitted and that the jury was not 
corgectly instructed on the law. 

In addition to the prison sen- 
tence, Moskowitz will have to pay 
a $10,000 fine. 


19 of 20 Counts Against 
Joe Schenck Get Kayoed 


The Government ‘dropped 19 out 
of 20 counts against Joseph M. 
Schenck before Federal Judge 
Henry Warren Goddard Friday (5) 
on a plea of nolle prosecutur. The 
U.S. was represented by Mathias F. 
Correa, U.S. attorney for the South- 
ern District of N. Y., who told the 
court that since Scnenck had plead- 
ed guilty to count number 12 and 
had been sentenced to a year and 
a day on that plea, the Government 
felt it should not press the other 
charges. 

Schenck was originally found 
guilty of evading income taxes for 
the years 1936-37 and sentenced to 
three years in jail. For aiding in 
the successful prosecution of Wil- 
liam Bioff, the Government allowed | 
|Schenck to plead guilty to charge | 
;number 12 of the perjury indict- 
|}ment, namely givilig misstatements 
| to a federal officer. He was given 
|a year on this count and the three- 
| year sentence was suspended, The 
| former 20th-Fox board enalrman is 
| presently serving his sentence. 








“March of Time Scripts 
Pique H’wood Interests 





Hollywood has found a new 
source of story material in March 
of Time radio scripts. George 
Stevens, Columbia director, bought 
iscreen rights to one last week and 





lis negotiating for another, although 


conviction on income tax evasion. |} 


Beatings and Shakedown Testimony 





Rushing Newsreel House 


Oakland, Cal., June 9. 

Frantic efforts to complete new 
newsreel theater are being made by 
Cahili Co., working for Fox-West 
Coast, as a consequence of the Gov- 
ernment stop-construction order. A 
24-hour shift working until the June 
6 deadline is expected to have the 
house ready for forthal opening on 
June 10. 

Meantime trouble is brewing with 
the established Telenews and News- 
reel chains, which have filed notice 
with the distributors in San Fran- 
cisco that they will resist any at- 
tempt on the part of F-WC to use 
shorts first run. 


WB-SPG TERMS 
TO MEDIATION 


Refusal of Warner Bros. to accept 
the terms of the pact recently inked 
by the Screen Publicists Guild of 
New York with the seven other 
major companies will go to media- 


tion. Commissioner James W. Fitz- 
Patrick of the United States Con- 
ciliation Service, who conciliated on 
the contract with the other com- 











panies, has also been named WB 
mediator. 
Negotiations between Warners 


(represented by Sam Schneider and 
H. S. Bareford) stalled on clauses re- 
lating to maintenance of member- 
ship, severance pay, how long con- 
tract should run and retroactive pay. 
When WB last week refused to arbi- 
trate, Guild placed the matter in the 
hands of the National War Labor 
Board and Dr. John R. Steelman, 
director of the U. S. Conciliation 
Service. 

Meantime, SPG today ‘Wednes- 
day)_ will send out ballots for a ref- 
erendum on joining the CIO. [If 
adopted, it would become a unit of 
the United Office & Professional 
Workers of America. Under terms 
of affiliation the local would have 
jurisdiction over film, theatre and 
radio publicists, and all others doing 
the sare type of work in the Greater 
New York area. All persons in 
these categories now members of 
other UOPWA locals would be 
turned over to the SPG. There 
would be a card exchange with the 
Coast SPG. 

Should the SPG go into the 
UOPWA, as is thought likely, latter 


Part of Evidence to Oust Kaufman 


vv 





Newark, June 9. 

Resumption in Chancery Court last 
week of the suit to oust Louis Kauf- 
man, business agent of Local 244, 
Motion Picture Operators’ Union and 
have a receiver named for the local, 
was marked by charges of physical 
intimidation and shakedown tactics 
allegedly employed by Kaufman. 

Suit is being brought by six union 
members, comprising the opposition 
group which is seeking removal of 
Kaufman and other union officials. 

Testifying on Thursday (4), Wil- 
liam G. Nugent told Vice Chancellor 
John O. Bigelow of discrimination 
against him in job allotments ever 
since he testified against the defend- 
ants in a similar suit in 1936. The 
Chancery Court ruling in that case 
enjoined abuse of union members by 
the local’s officials. 

Nugent also told of being assaulted 
by two men as he was leaving a the- 
atre in April, 1939, shortly after he 
testified for a union member in an- 
other action against the local. 

Cross-examined by Andrew B. 
Crummy, counsel for defendants, 
Nugent admitted that he had signed 
resolutions raising Kaufman's salary 
from $150 to $250 a week and extend- 
ing his term to seven years. Asked 
why he had signed the resolutions, 
Nugent asserted: ‘It was-m case of 
sign them or else. I have a family 
to keep. You never knew what might 


happen.’ 
George Gilligan, another union 
member, examined by Warren 


Dixon, Jr., counsel for plaintiffs, de- 
clared on Monday (1) that he, too, 
had signed the resolutions. 

‘You get your head beat off if you 
didn’t,’ he declared. 


Gilligan stated that, following a 
union meeting in September, 1939, 
in which he had disagreed with 


Kaufman, he was struck from behind, 
knocked down and kicked, and that 
he was taken unconscious to the City 
Hospital 

Gilligan, former v.p. of the local, 
said that he was dismissed from his 








promises to start organizing publicity 
workers nationally into separate | 
locals according to geographical | 
necessity and the requirements of 
the immediate situation. These locals | 
would probably be grouped into a| 
special amusement division. 
Terms of the affiliation give SPG | 
the right to disaffiliate at any time. | 
; 





NLRB on RKO Service Corp. 

Washington, June 9. 
Secret ballot election to decide 
who bargains for home office em- 
ployees of RKO Service Corp., man- 
aging the 96 RKO houses, was or- | 
dered by the National Labor Rela- | 
tions Board last week on the strength 
of showing that the Screen Pub-| 
licists Guild of New York apparently 





{representing someone else in the | 
llatter case. 

Stevens purchased 
Flying Tigers, the American air 
squadron operating in Burma. It} 
icontained relatively exclusive ma- 
terial by and featured George Rod- 
gers, Life photog and reporter, It 
|was written collaboratively by the 
'MOT staff and is said to have in- 
|cluded a number of scenes which 
could be used almost as they were 
in a film. Stevens paid about $4,000 
for the rights. 

Other one being negotiated for 
jwas ‘The Battle of Malta.’ It was 
|aired about six weeks ago. ‘Flying 
|Tigers’ was broadcast about 10 
weeks ago. 


a script on the | 





Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, June 9. 

Hans Habe’s tale of the French 
Foreign Legion, ‘A Thousand Shall 
Fall,’ purchased by Metro. . 

Clarence Brown acquired film 
tights to Alice Duer Miller’s poem, 
‘The White Cliffs.’ 

Meiro bought ‘Full Glory,’ by Wil- 


| press book editors and writers, pub- 








liam A. Wellman, who will direct it. 


has lined up 11 of the 22 white col- 
lar workers. | 

In accordance with a stipulation, 
the Board held the appropriate unic 
includes all advertising copywriters, 


licity and feature writers, planters 
and contact men working in New 
York State, production men, exploi- 
tation men in the New York City 
area, and salaried artists. 





Pathe Rooster Loses 
Another Mouthpiece 


Departure of Andre Baruch for ac- 
tive service as first lieutenant in 
U. S. Army at Washington is forcing 
Pathe newsreel presently to call up 
new radio voices to narrate newsreel 
material. Harry von Zell usually 
alternated with Baruch in doing the 
narration for Pathe News but he is 
currently on the Coast as announcer 
for the Eddie Cantor radio show. 

Until von Zell returns on June 24, 
Pathe is using John McIntire and 


i secret ballot their 





Ernie Chappell, both from radio. 


office. for alleged failure to attend 


executive board meetings. 
James Fleming, sergeant-at-arms 


for the local for more than 15 years, 
testified that Kaufman shook down 
members in return for placing them 
in good jobs and that money col- 
lected from members and prospec- 
tive members of the local was for 
Kaufman and not for the union 
treasury. 

In adjourning the hearing until 
Sept. 21, Vice Chancellor Bigelow 
remarked to counsel that, inasmuch 
as allotment of the better-paying jobs 
seemed to be a source of conflict in 
the union, the bylaws of the local 
might be changed to have jobs al- 
lotted according to seniority. 





WORKERS’ NLRB PLEA 


Washington, June 9. 
Employees of another St. Louis 
exchange were ordered to show by 
preference for 
agent when 





collective bargaining 


{the National Labor Relations Board 
llast week passed on more certifica- 


tion pleas of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Voting was slated 
among workers for Republic. 

The decision, part of a series com- 


| ing from the NLRB for over a week, 


showed the Federation claims to 
speak for all 6 Republic workers In 
the appropriate unit. 


Van Druten Adapts Own 
Play for Bette Davis 


Hollywood, June 9. 

John Van Druten’s play, ‘Old Ac- 
quaintance,’ is slated as a starrer 
for Bette Davis, with Henry Blanke 
producing, at Warners. 

Author will check in from Buf- 
falo this week to adapt his story to 
the screen. 








‘Merton’ Moves Again 





Hollywood, June 9. 

There is still life in ‘Merton of the 
Movies,’ recently dusted off by Para- 
mount and then put back on the 
shelf. 

Picture has been restored to the 
production schedule, with Walter 
McEwen assigned as prodycer. 
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Good News About 


+> 


Reap’ Is No News; 


New Dates 25 to ol Above ‘N. W.’ 








Paramount’s Thirtieth Anniver- 
sary Boxoffice Gargantua, ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind,’ isn’t making news 
this week. That is—‘Reap’ is beat- 
ing ‘North West Mounted’ by from 
25 *to~60 percent-in all new open- 
ings—just as in all dates so far. 

In Little Rock’s Pulaski theatre, 
‘Reap’ rolled up an opening day’s 
business 58 percent above ‘Mount- 
ed.’ Three other openings of last 
week, at the Worth, Ft. Worth; the 
Capitol, Davenport, and the New- 
man, Kansas City, showed ‘Reap’ 
beating ‘Mounted’ by 25 percent or 
more for the first two to five days. 

Holdovers everywhere were 
maintaining this same level of 
around 25 percent above ‘North 
West,” serving as full explanation 
of Neil Agnew’s announcement last 
week that ‘Reap’ will not be booked 
for some time for anything but ad- 
vanced-price showings. 

An interesting sidelight on the 
phenomenal ‘Reap’ business is that 
Balaban & Katz circuit in Chicago 
has announced the entire circuit 
will play ‘Reap’ on a single-feature 
policy following its Loop run. B & K 
subsequents in Chicago have been 
on a double-feature policy for 
years, 


NEW DEAL FOR CAREY 


Par has inked a new deal with 
Macdonald Carey as a result of 
Carey’s click with the crix in ‘Take 
a Letter, Darling.’ Almost every 
Broadway and L. A. reviewer gave 
Carey a special mention in his ver- 
dict, and a number of Broadway 
pillars also helped the _ sendoff. 
Carey already has completed a stel- 
lar role in ‘Dr. Broadway’ and an 
important assignment in the epic 
‘Wake Island,’ both still to be re- 
leased, ‘Darling’ was his first screen 
role; Par grabbed him following his 
sensational success last year as 
leading man for Gertrude Lawrence 
in Broadway’s ‘Lady in the Dark.’ 








PAR TO SHOOT 
WORKS FOR 
RHYTHM 


Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Dorothy 
Lamour, Paulette Goddard, Ray 
Milland, Fred MacMurray, Mary 
Martin, Veronica Lake, Eddie 
Bracken, Victor Moore, Betty Hut- 
ton, Lynne Overman, Gil Lamb, 
Alan Ladd, Betty Rhodes, Marjorie 
Reynolds, Walter Abel, Martha 
O’Driscoll, Dona Drake, Cass Daley, 
Cecil Kellaway.... 

That’s not Paramount’s | star 
roster, gentlemen—but a PARTIAL 
list of the stars already set for Par’s 
forthcoming sup er - super - super 
musical, ‘STAR SPANGLED 
RHYTHM,” going into production 
immediately. Thirty top stars are 
set to date; George Marshall will 
direct; Harry Tugend (he scripted 
‘Caught in the Draft’) is writing; 
Johnnie Mercer and Harold Arnold 
are fashioning the tunes. 


Plot of ‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ 
will center about the staging of a 
gigantic show for service men; play- 
ers will play semi ‘real life’ roles 
for the most part. Studio stresses 
that the show. will NOT be a ‘musi- 
cal’ or revue style enterprise, as 
has been the case in past star- 
studded shows. It’ll have a viable 
story and plenty of comedy. 








RHODES RIDES HIGH 
Betty Rhodes, who clicked in 
‘Sweater Girl’ has been signed 
to a long-term. Rumored she'll co- 
star with Crosby in a pic. 


bannered 


LAFF,’ was pointed up neatly last 
week by the b.o. records of Par’s 
new laugh-fest, the Mitch Leisen hit, 
‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ 
Fred MacMurray and Rosalind Rus- 
sell. 





LEISEN HIT GOES 
4 WKo, ONO WAY 





L. A. Paramount and Para- 


mount, H’wood, Both Roll 
Up Grosses Close to 
‘Reap’s’ Huge Harvest— 
Memphis Take Shades 
‘Draft’ by Tidy Ten Pct. 





THEY WANNA LAFF 





‘Variety’s’ story of a month back, 
‘THEY JUST WANNA 


co-starring 


‘Darling’ has been set for four 


weeks at the big New York Para- 
mount, 
last night. 
openings 
L. A. Paramount and the Paramount, 
Hollywood—pulled in terrific biz— 
both houses grossing for the first four 
days a scant 15 percent under the 
record of Cecil B. DeMille’s history- 
maker, ‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ 


following two solid weeks 
Meanwhile, day-and-date 
in Los Angeles—-in the 


Malco, Memphis, opened ‘Darling’ 


to a first three days of business 10 
percent 
‘Caught in the Draft,’ one of the big- 
gest money-makers of past months. 
Three-day ‘Darling’ gross was equal 
to a full week’s gross of ‘Nothing But 
the Truth.’ 


better than the gross of 


Fifth ‘Take a Letter’ opening to 


date way at the U. S. theatre, Pater- 
son, where first reports showed it 
was running neck-and-neck with the 
July 4th week business of ‘Draft.’ 


All indications are that ‘Letter,’ 


the first of Par’s sixth socko block 
to hit release, will be as much a 
darling with the fans as it was 








SELL a TAKE A LETTER, DARLING” quo ving 


























“But fellows, Miss Russell isn’t HERE in person this week!” 











Par Insures DeSylva Lining 





Paramount has cinched its hold on Buddy DeSylva, managing di- 
rector of production, by inking a new long-term deal to replace his 
previous contract with the company, Y. Frank Freeman, vice-president 
in charge of production, announced Monday. Earlier contract still had 


a year to run, 


Both home office and studio execs saw the new contract as a form 
of long-term insurance for continuance of the socko succession of hits 
Par has been rolling out in recent months, Under DeSylva’s guidance 
the company has delivered such honeys as ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ ‘Birth 


of the Blues,’ ‘Hold Back the Dawn,’ 


Fleet’s In,’ ‘This Gun for. Hire,’ 


‘Nothing But the Truth,’ ‘The 


‘My Favorite Blonde’ and ‘Take a 


Letter Darling.’ Other certified hits finished and awaiting release, or 
near finish, with the DeSylva hallmark include ‘Holiday Inn,’ ‘The 


Palm Beach Story,’ ‘The Forest Rangers,’ 
‘Wake Island,’ 


Major and the Minor,’ 
Lucky’ and ‘Great Without Glory.’ 


‘Road to Morocco,’ “The 
‘I Married a Witch,’ ‘Happy Go 


DeSylva joined Par as a producer in November, 1940, on a deal to 
make two pictures. He was made executive producer in February, "41, 








= 





when reviewed by the trade. 
Herald called it ‘a complete laugh 
riot from start to finish’ and said it 


M. P. | 


‘ranks with alli top comedies to 


come out of Hollywood back to and 
including ‘It Happened One Night.’ 








MAKE YOUR OWN MOVIES 


Ann Miller, fastest and cutest trick on two feet, goes through one of the routines in her new picture. 
Army,’ co-starring Judy Canova, Allan Jones and Jerry Colonna—in front of a Magic Eye camera. 
rapidly from right to left, then left to right, jor an idea of how it looks on the screen. O.k, then. Cast it slowly. 


‘True to the 
Cast your eyes 
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Northwest Indies Again Protest 
To Distribs on Rentals, %, Ete. 


Minneapolis. June 9. ‘Panama, Frank Writing 


Dissatisfied with their 
contract terms principally in conse- 
quence of alleged ‘unsatisfactory 
product’ and ‘bad’ allocation of pic- 
tures, members of Northwest Allied 
have had E. L. Peaslee and Harold 
Field, president and Minneapolis 
governor of the organization, re- 
spectively, in New York contacting 
home office officials in an effort to 
obtain ‘relief’ which ‘hardboiled’ lo- 
cal branch and district managers 
have denied them. Universal and 
Metro are particular targets of the 
independent exhibitors’ squawks. 

It also is reported in trade circles 
that Peaslee and Field, who at- 
tended the national Allied States’ 
convention at Atlantic City, tried 
unsuccessfully to make a ‘deal’ with 
major company sales’ heads whereby 
the latter would agree to scll flat 
in this territory next season, 
eliminating percentage, in return 
for Northwest Allied going along 
with the industry on unity and not 
initiating any appeal from the lower 
court decision holding the Minne- 
sota anti-consent decree law uncon- 
stitutional. The organization, how- 
ever, refuses to confirm this report, 
the only admission being that 
Peaslee and Field are seeking con- 
tract relief for members, trying to 
obtain adjustments for small-town 
exhibitors suffering from popula- 
tion losses and ‘discussing’ next 
year’s selling. 

The present development makes 
clear that the territory’s inde- 
pendent exhibitors aren’t happy or 
satisfied with the way their con- 
tracts are working out even though 
they bought under their own spon- 
sored state anti-consent decree law 
which required distributors to sell 
their entire season’s product subject 
to 20 percent cancellation. 


Daring Universal 


It has reached a point, according 
to Northwest Allied, that some ex- 
hibitors already have stopped 
‘booking’ Universal and are ‘daring’ 
the company to sue to enforce its 
contracts. It’s pointed out that Uni- 
versal was one of the first com- 
panies to sell in Minnesota after the 
state law was, enacted and was able 
to ‘put across’ a onesided contract 
because exhibitors needed product 
badly and weren’t sure consent de- 
cree companies would sell at all. 
Now, it’s declared, the contract is 
turning out even much worse than 
expected. 


Independents charge that both 
Universal and Metro, in particular, 
are ‘unfairly’ allocating pictures in 
the first and second brackets— 
films that, they claim, belong in the 
lowest groups. When they bought 
these products, it’s declared, sales- 
men represented that only box-of- 
fice knockduts would .be placed in 
the first and second brackets. 

Twin City independents are 
wrathy because ‘Ghost of Franken- 
stein,’ which played the Aster on a 
double feature bill at 17 and 28 
cents (the Aster is the only loop 
dual first-run house), has «been 
placed by Universal in its second 
group. Incidentally, this picture 
did a terrific business at the Aster. 

These exhibitors also are "grumb- 
ling because ‘Paris Calling’ was put 
in the top group by the same com- 
pany, although it did mediocre busi- 
ness at the World here in its down- 


present 


town first-run. 
It’s also claimed that Universal 
has been ‘arbitrary’ and ‘unfair’ 


otherwise in its dealings, digging up 
unplayed shorts from many years 
ago and requiring exhibitors to pay 
for them before it would deliver 
Abbott & Costello pictures and 
sending the releases C.O.D. in such 
cases, 

As for Metro, it’s charged that 
this company is filling its percentage 
and other top groups with pictures 
that ‘don’t belong there’ according 
to boxoffice value, and generally 
that its ordinary run of product 
hasn’t lived up to promises. This 
company isn’t keeping faith with its 
exhibitors customers, Northwest Al- 
lied leaders allege. 

Other companies, including Para- 
mount, are assailed because they 
allegediy are holding back pictures 
until next season, although these 
were promised on the present con- 
tracts. 





Propaganda Radio Shows 

Washington, June 9. 
Norman Panama and Melvin 
Frank, Paramount contract writers, 
have been appointed consultants in 
the radio branch of the War Depart- 
ment and, in addition to their regu- 
lar film work, will write comedy ma- 
terial for the recorded program, 
‘Command Performance,’ which is 
shortwaved to the American Expe- 
ditionary Forces. 

Most recent release authored by 
Panama and Frank is Paramount’s 
‘My Favorite Blonde,’ with Bob 
Hope and Madeleine Carroll. 


KENNETH CLARK NOW 
MAJOR IN U.S. ARMY 


Kenneth W. Clark, head of public 
relations for the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., has 
received his commission as major in 


the U. S. Army and reported to 
Washington for active duty last Mon- 
day (8). Walter Trumbull, an ex- 
ecutive assistant to Will Hays, has 
been named to serve in Clark’s spot 
while he is in service on leave of 
absence. 

Clark already was a member of 
the new N. Y. state guard. He is 42, 
and had been attempting to get into 
service for some time. Will be in 
the Public Relations branch of Serv- 
ices of Supply, and at least tempo- 
rarily stationed in Washington. 

He makes the second Hays execu- 
tive in public relations work to go 
into service. Jock Lawrence, who 
headed Haysian publicity on the 
Coast, is now with the Photographic 
Division of the War Department in 
Washington. Earl Bright, traveling 
secretary to Hays for years, also is 
in the Army, presently in Washing- 
ton. 











Yale Drama Dept. Will 
Stage Army Camp Shows 


New Haven, June 9. 
Yale drama department, which has 
concluded its regular term for 41-42, 
will reopen July 6 for a summer 
session running through Aug. 14. 
Future plans of the department in- 
clude presentation of service camp 
entertainment similar to recent pro- 
duction of ‘Petticoat Fever,’ which 
the department did at Camp Niantic, 
near New London. ‘Fever’ was 
directed by Richard Fleischer (son 
of Max), a stude in the Yale outfit. 








Beer As Radio Sponsor 
Nixed by Stage Canteen 


American Theatre Wing radio com- 
mittee last week nixed offer of spon- 
sorship by a beer concern of a radio 
show to emanate from the Stage Door 
Canteen, N. Y. Couple other tenta- 
tive sponsors are now on the hook. 
however, and Wing hopes to have 
sigs on the line by the end of this 
week. 


Although last week’s offer of spon- 
sorship was tempting in that it would 
have meant a big financial slice to 
the Wing, execs thought it would be 
bad taste to plug beer and might 
cause adverse criticism. Canteen 
serves no beer, although post ex- 
changes in many army camps do. 

Idea of using Al Jolson as m.c. of 
the Canteen radio show has fallen 
through. Exclusive option of Ed. 
Wolf Associates, who were planning 
tt.e Jolson show, on lining up a spon- 
sor expired Monday (8). Any other 
agency or producer may now try to 
land an ad account. 





Naughty, Naughty 
Hollywood, June 9. 

Four Hollywood ‘cafes have been 
declared out of bounds by the Navy 
Commandant at San Pedro as not 
the proper environment for sailors 
on leave. 

Also on the disciplinary list are 
34 other spots, mostly on down- 





town’s ‘Skid Row.’ 


| release 


bd ‘ 2 

PRC to Give ‘Carrier 
| National Distribution 
| With the War Activities Commit- 

tee refusing to distribute ‘Lake Car- 
|rier’ in any territory outside of the 
| Great Lakes area, the Office for 

Emergency Management Film Unit, 
| which made the short, has circum- 
| vented the WAC to obtain national 
| distribution. It has made a deal for 
in the rest of the country 
by Producers Releasing Corporation, 
indie distrib setup that does not 
participate in the WAC. 

Universal has been assigned by 
the WAC to handle distribution in 
Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, Milwau- 
kee and Minneapolis, with PRC fran- 
chise-holders releasing it elsewhere. 
It is available te exhibs free and 
PRC receives no remuneration for 
handling it. 


Soldiers Like Bard 


Continued from page 4 


theatres. At the end of each per- 
formance the company responding to 
10 curtain calls, which, according to 
the actors, were more enthusiast'c 
and sustained than those usually en- 
countered by civilan audiences. More 
might have filled out the slips. but 
the Army failed to supply pencils. 
Maurice Evans said, after the cur- 
tain dropped on the first camp per- 
formance: ‘They listened intently and 
sympathetically to every line. I’m 
very much encouraged in my belief 
that serious drama can be presented 
in the camps.’ 

Judith Anderson said: ‘I don’t ever 
remember playing to a more respon- 
sive audience.’ 

Whether the Army will get more 
Shakespeare is still being mulled 
over at the War.Department. Lieut.- 
Col. Marvin Young, of Special Serv- 
ices branch, called it a ‘magnificent 
experiment’ and, measured by the 
Fort Meade reception, a ‘sparkling 
success.’ 

Brigadier General Frederick H. 
Osborn will ultimately determine 
whether Shakespeare will get Camp 
Shows, Inc., bookings in the Army’s 
winter program. The consensus of 
officers who saw ‘Macbeth’ was that 
the magic names of Evans-Anderson 
were sufficient to make this produc- 
tion a stellar camp attraction. Some 
doubt was expressed as to the pull- 
ing power of the playwright with 
run-of-the-mine actors. 

Evans called at the War Depart- 
ment after the performances and ex- 
pressed his willingness to take ‘Mac- 
beth’ on tour of camps next winter. 
A decision on this invitation will be 
given later. 
































Philly Canteen 


Continued from page 4 














ORL APN 
entirely by working performers and 
ex-thesps. 

They claim that they’re not ‘com- 
peting’ with the Theatre Wing’s set- 
up (set to open next Monday, June 
15)—but as one actor explained: 

‘We want to do something for the 
soldiers, sailors and Marines—and 
we don’t want to stand on the side- 
lines when there’s a job to be done.’ 

The ‘Backstage’ group will meet 
this week to map out plans for rais- 
ing funds. One of the plans being 
mulled is a gala benefit. 

The Philly Theatre Wing Canteen, 
to be housed in the basement of the 
Academy of Music, is being handled 
almost exclusively by Philly so- 
cialties and civic big shots. Local 
actors claim that the word ‘theatre’ 
is a misnomer Sere, since the thea- 
tre crowd has been almost ‘totally 


ignored.’ 
However, the actors say, they’ll 
‘cooperate 100%’ whenever they’re 


called up to perform or assist the 
Theatre Wing’s Canteen—but they 
want a place where they can per- 
form a service of their own. 

‘The Backstage Canteen,’ said a 
spokesman for the actors’ group, 
‘won’t be anything pretentious. Our 
plans are to have a place where a 
service man can find entertainment, 
some girls to dance with, coffee and 
doughnuts and maybe a cot where 
he can get.a couple of hours of 
shuteye.’ 

Tentative plans are to get a va- 
cant store or loft somewhere in the 
downtown district. 

Meanwhile another canteen is be- 
ing planned by leaders of the Negro 
community for colored soldiers. An 
organization known as the Crusaders 
will cooperate with the local 
Theatre Wing Canteen. The local 
body is headed by Mrs. J. M. Mar- 
quess, widow of the late Elks lead- 
er, and Mrs. Hobson R. Reynolds, 
Negro newspaperwoman. Jim Mc- 
Clain, who formeriy managed the 





Pearl, Negro vauder, is lining up en- 
tertainment. 
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way as an actor and producer, en- 
listed in the Naval Reserve in Ra- 
leigh and is now stationed at Sixth 
District Naval Headquarters in 
Charleston, S. C. 

Ensign Byrd's first job in the navy 
was promoting and directing a play 
for the Naval Relief Society. 


—— Continued 








Eugene List Lists Embarkees 

Top concert pianist Eugene List, 
who recently enlisted in the Army, 
has been upped to private first class. 
He does clerical work at the port of 
embarkation, Brooklyn. 


More Enlistments 
Hollywood, June 9. 

Herb Tobias, agent, Naval Air 
Corps. 

Harold Gelman, Metro music de- 
partment, Army Air Corps. 

Roscoe Ates, film actor, Army Air 
Corps. 
George Breakstone, screen player, 
Signal Corps. 
Ray Middleton, film star, Army. 
Gordon Jones, film player, Army. 
Mickey Cohen, Paramount ward- 
robe man, Army. 
Jerry Hopper, Paramount tech- 
nician, Signal Corps. ; 
Bill Zimmerman, assistant theatre 
manager, Navy. 
Harvey Stephens, film actor, Army 
Air Corps. 
John Beal, stage and screen actor, 
Army. 





Ormaner Into Officers School 

Leonard Ormaner, ex-Warner 
Bros.’ theatre department employee, 
now a corporal in the U. S. Army, 
obtained an appointment to officers’ 


N. J. Ormaner has been stationed 
with the Signal Corps at Fort Bragg, 
NW. C. 





Fort Riley Notes 
Ft. Riley, Kans., June 9. 

Lt. Andrew B. White, former Fred 
Waring soloist, has been appointed 
aide-de-camp to Brig. Gen. Donald 
A. Robinson, commanding the Cav- 
alry Replacement Training Center 
here. Lt. White will continue his 
past duties as assistant special serv- 
ices officer, including supervision of 
‘The Life of Riley,’ original soldier 
musical currently in rehearsal for a 
late June premiere. 

Thurkel ‘Turk’ Greenough, cham- 
pion bronco buster and husband of 
Sally Rand, has begun basic training 
in the cavalry here. 





Henry Larner Embarking 

Henry Larner, of the publicity de- 
partment of Paramount, resigned 
Friday (5) to join the British-Amer- 
ican ambulance service. He is 
awaiting call momentarily to board 
ship for some distant foreign port 
to which he will be assigned. 





From Milwaukee 
Milwaukee, June 9. 
C. Clifford Burmek, long head of 
local booking agency, left Monday 
(8) for Camp Grant, Il, joining 
Army Signal Corps as cameraman. 
Charles J. Evans, who, with Doug- 
las Alene, formed a standard acro- 
batic act a few years ago, enlisted 
in the Marines and left for the base 
at San Diego. 





Miami Beach Radio Show 
Miami Beach, June 9. 

Inauguration of Air Forces weekly 
radio show ‘Contact’ on WKAT, Mi- 
ami’s Blue outlet, has brought to- 
gether a staff of key New York ra- 
dio men now here in training. Pro- 
gram, written and produced by Pri- 
vate Ross Evans, freelance writer 
and producer, continues Wednesday 
evenings at 8:30. Despite rapid turn- 
over of men in this Air Forces Re- 
placement Training Center, enough 
talent shows up each week to keep 
variety program up to standard. 

Assisting Private Evans are: Pri- 
vate Franklin Hall, former writer on 
the Kraft show; George Lewis, who 
was in the CBS script department 
at 485 Madison avenue; Private For- 
rest Reed, arranger, with Private 
Bela Urban, protege of Georges 
Enesco, as musical director, and Pri- 
vate Irving Friedburg, formerly of 
the Yankee Network in New Eng- 
land, as announcer. A chorus of 25 
men, orchestra and special acts maké 
up the program which also presents 
authentic scenes in a day’s training 
of a man in the air forces. Program 
is under the supervision of Lt. Col. 
Floyd F. Lindley. 

Private Frank Tinney, Jr., sen of 
the famed late comedian, who was 
in service at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 
7, is now in Officers Candidate 
School here. Tinney, Jr., had al- 





ready made his stage debut in Los 


Sam’s Roll Cail: 


training school at Ft. Monmouth,’ 
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Angéles when he enlisted in April, 
1941. 

Private Richard Coe, former as- 
sistant to Nelson Bell, drama critic 
of. Washington Post, has checked out 
for radio school. Private Ben Mor- 
gan, ex-Washington Times-Heraid 
staffman, is news’editor of ‘To keep 
"Em Flying,’ soldier-edited Sunday 
edition of Miami Beach Tropics. Pri- 
vate Karl Springer, former NEC 
newsman in Washington, also here. 
Ditto Private Eric Friedheim, who 
was with INS in the capital. 


vaudeville show Sunday night (7). 

Private Bob Davey, former soloist 
with Bob Chester’s orchestra, has 
checked in. 

George Stinchfield, legit actor, here 
for training. 

Private George K. Arthur, the ex- 
film comedian, in Radio School. 
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Canteen Capers 


Continued from page 4 











as it was about the scenes of his 
childhood, 

Miss Collier, hiding her emotions 
as best she could, smilingly assured 
them that she thought that if she 
shopped around she might be able 
to help them out and arranged to 
meet them at the Canteen the fol- 
lowing night. 


stark-eyed, rosy-cheeked, flaxen- 
haired doll and a new copy of ‘How 
Green Was My Valley,’ Miss Collier 
hurried to her rendezvous. There 
were the boys waiting. And great 
was the excitement as the packages 
were opened. : 

With great difficulty, Miss Collier, 
persuaded the delighted young 


father to let her send his little 
daughter the doll as a gift with a 
note pinned «cn ‘t saying ‘My name 
is Canteen.’ 





The entertainment committee is 
used to all sorts of requests from 
the various artists who flock in 
nightly, but a new one was 
reached the other night, when the 
Hawaiian dancers with Ray Kinney’s 
band approached Bianca Stroock 
and asked: 

“Where can we wash our feet?’ 





It’s a small world department: 

Patricia Carroll, a junior hostess, 
was dancing with a sailor the other 
evening and started off the social 
amenities with the usual, ‘Where 
are you from?’ 

‘Omaha,’ was his reply. 

‘Why, that’s my home town, too,’ 
Miss Carroll explained. 

‘What’s your name?’ 

‘Harold Hoeber.’ 

Miss Carroll looked 
credulously. ‘My how you have 
grown! Don’t you remember we 
lived right next door to each other 
and you always kidded me about 
wanting to be an actress?’ 


at him in- 





If you want to know the reason 
why, for the first time, since the 
Canteen opened, curfew wasn’t at 12 
o'clock, but continued 15 minutes 
longer, it’s because the orchestra 
didn’t know the Canteen theme song 
‘Good Night Sweetheart.’ 





Add visitors of the week: Lieut. 
Robert Montgomery, Lieut. Gene 
Raymond, Earl Oxford (who sings, 
‘I Left My Heart at the Stage Door 
Canteen’ in ‘This Is the Army’), 
| William Holden, Jeffrey Lynn, John 
| Meehan—all in uniform. 
| Incidentally, now that show busi- 
ness is being so militarized, we won- 
der if there will be a new bugle 
call, called ‘Half Hour’? 








That the fame of the Stage Door 
Canteen is now international is at- 
tested to by two South Africans. and 
a Welchman who paid their initial 
visit to us the other night. 

One of the South Africans had 
heard about it in Malta, the other 
in Egypt and the Welchman had 
found a letter waiting for him, the 
first day of his arrival in U. S. ter- 
ritory from his mother back home 
in Conway Road, Colwin Bay, tell- 
ing him to be sure and not miss the 
Stage Door Canteen as she had heard 
all about it in-a shortwave broad- 
cast to London, 





A volunteer performer coming in 
to the entertainment offices the 
other day gave an exhaustless re- 
port of why she ought to perform 
at the Stage Door Canteen and then 
wound up with: 

‘Besides, my husband’s wife's sis- 
ter is a first cousin of Ida Cantor. 





Toby Wing entertained at the post 


Armed with two packages, a very 








a 


























21 





Wednesday, June 10, 1942 VARIETY 





MINIVER MAGIC! 


History is in the making at the Music Hall! 


“The best picture now showing in New York!” —Winsten, Post 


“One of the greatest ever made. Masterpiece!”’—Boehnel, World-Telegram 


“Seldom a film to stand with it. 1942’s best!” —Creelman, Sun 
“The most stirring heart-clutching of our time!” —Cameron, News 
“Magnificent, valiant film you will not forget.” —Barnes, Tribune 


“Sheer motion picture dynamite. Truly great film!” —Mortimer, Mirror 


“Finest film yet made about the present war.” —Crowther, Times 
“Exalting! The first movie ‘must’ of the year!” —McManus, PM 
“The finest picture of this or any year!” —Pelswick, Journal-American 


“One of the greatest in screen history!” —Mishkin, Telegraph 


GREER GARSON «+ WALTER PIDGEON in A William Wyler Production Based on Jan Struther’s Novel “MRS. MINIVER" with Teresa Wright 
Dame-May Whitty * Reginald Owen * Henry Travers * Richard Ney * Henry Wilcoxon » Screen Play by Arthur Wimperis, George Froeschel, 
James Hilton and Claudine West * Directed by WILLIAM WYLER © Produced by SIDNEY FRANKLIN « A Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer Picture. . 
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Lahr-Joe E. Lewis-Wheeler 2-A-Dayer. 


Whams In Tryout; Set for Chicago Run 











4 
» 


Grand Rapids, Mich., June 5. Fee nicely in a summertime set- 


Al Bloomingdale and Nat Karson 
present ‘Headliners of ‘42’, headlin- 
ing Bert Lahr, Joe E. Lewis, Bert 
Wheeler; features Mary Raye & Nal- 
di, Romo Vincent, Frances Faye, 
Lynn, Royce & Vanya, Biltmorettes 
(3), Pegleg Bates, Paul Sydell and 
Spotty, Hank Ladd and Francetta 
Malloy. David Mordecai, conductor; 
$2.20 top; opened in tryout at Keith's, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 





This three-day stand is break-in 
for two-a-day vaude show which 
opens in the Grand Opera House, 
Chicago, on Wednesday (10). Why 
so much break-in should be neces- 
sary for a straight vaudeville show 
is not quite understandable, but here 
it is. There are only two small talk- 
ing bits which are not part of stand- 
ard vaude acts. 

As a vaude show it is composed of 
standard turns which have always 
made good in the varieties. Chicago 
knows ‘em all and likes ‘em all. 
The only question in Chicago is go- 
ing to be whether the public wants 
a straight vaudeville show at $2.20, 
when they can get vaudeville plus 
pictures at the Chicago or Oriental 
in the loop for 35c. The N. Y. situa- 
tion, however, indicates that two-a- 
day vaude can be successful despite 
picture house competition. 

Joe E. Lewis m.c.s and does a fine 
_ of this long, tough assignment. 

e gives each of the turns a nifty 
buildup and works with them when 
called upon. He even stooges for 
Frances Faye in one bit along with 
Bert Wheeler and Romo Vincent. On 
his own at the closing Lewis scores 
heftily with his regular turn of nov- 
elty songs. His numbers, such as 
‘Poor Little February’ and ‘Sound by 
Western Electric,’ have already be- 
come show business classics. Though 
not a well-known performer in this 
town, Lewis was a surefire showman 
who held this audience in his hand 
throughout. 

On name value Bert Lahr rates 
as the topper on the show, and he 
comes through with two numbers, a 
sketch called ‘Taxes’ with Hank 
Ladd and, later, his classic ‘Wood- 
chopper’s Song.’ Lahr handles com- 
edy lines with terrific clown skill, 
and when he is given the material 
there is none better as a comedian. 
He should be given more to do on 
this show .for his name value is 
powerful and the audience wants 
more of him. 

Bert Wheeler is dynamite with an 
act full of showmanship. Wheeler 
and Hank _Ladd, assisted by Fran- 
cetta Malloy, have been doing this 
turn now for several years and they 
have gotten it to a laugh eminence. 
Each gag is pointed beautifully, each 
piece of business perfect. 

Mary Raye and Naldi had just a 
little difficulty with the music at the 
first show, but that failed to dim the 
excellence of this ballroom team. 
They add class to any stage. 

Biltmorettes open and are a fine 
choice for this tough spot. Three 
girls are fine acrobatic dancers and 
get the show off to a fast pace with 
their great tumbling. Climaxing the 
turn is some tumbling while skipping 
rope. Pegleg Bates has been stand- 
ard in vaude for years now and re- 
mains a surefire novelty dance show- 
man. This colored hoofer with a 
wooden leg can teach plenty of 
dancers with two legs a lot of things. 
He’s on in deuce. 

Opening the second half is Paul 
Sydell and his well-trained acro- 
batic dogs. Sydell mixes the laughs 
in with the stunts smartly. Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya are in the closing 
portion of the show with their bur- 
lesque ballroom adagio. This type of 
act is well-known these days, but the 
trio has brought it a new high point 
of success. They do much with the 
routine and get a-constant stream 
of laughs with their comedy falls. 

Romo Vincent turns in a solid job 
of comedy singing, going over par- 
ticularly well with his travesty on 
‘Last Round-Up.’ Building from his 
comedy appearance, Vincent scores 
sharply with excellent showmanship. 

Frances Faye is the vocal power- 
house on the boogie beat. Stomping 
out the tempo ai the piano, Miss 
Faye clicks off three sharp tunes to 
the jive tempo, and scores particu- 
larly with her own new tune, ‘Shut 
My Mouth,’ ‘I Ain’t Talkin,’ which 
is used as the feature song of the 
show. Loop. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, June 5. 
_. Judy Canova, Jackie Miles, Jimmy 
& Mildred Mulcay, Lloyd & Willis, 
Hollywood Canine Mimics, Ray 
ne Band (11), ‘Sleepytime Gal’ 
ep). 








Curent attraction echoes back to 
days of standard vaudeville turns. 
Judy Canova heads the bill. Show is 
well balanced with each act con- 
tributing strongly. 

Ray Lang’s house orchestra, up on 
stage again this week, backs up the 


ting. Jackie Miles emcees and col- 
lects a goodly lot of laughs. For his 
own bit Miles does a takeoff on some 
song titles much the same as Frank 
Fay’s radio stunt, Miles also takes a 
poke at some of the daytime radio 
shows and transcriptions to register 
big. 

Lloyd and Willis, neat hoofers, 
start things off. Their high spots are 
rhythm tap work to Strauss waltzes, 
finale buck and wing by Lloyd and 
ballet tap by the femme. They’re 
both smart looking, young and show 
plenty of personality. George Cor- 
tello’s Hollywood Canine Mimics 
have been schooled expertly and 
costumed accordingly. A smash per- 
formance. Jimmy and Mildred Mul- 
cay sell solidly with twin harmonica 
work. 

Miss Canova, appearing both on 
screen and stage, has plenty of op- 
portunity to exhibit her talents and 
does. With her characteristic coun- 
try getup, she sings. a couple of 
novelty songs, topped with a sock 
arrangement of ‘I Ain’t Got Nobody.’ 
With sister Ann at piano, Miss 
Canova combines for two-piano ar- 
rangement of ‘Dark Eyes,’ with Judy 
throwing in her comedy stuff along 
the line. Encores with ‘Some Of 
These Days.’ Miss Canova has good 
showmanship and keeps the audi- 
ence amused. Loop. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Inkspots (4), Doc Wheeler’s Sun- 
set Royal Orch (15); Cholly and 
Dotty, Tyler, Thorne and Post, 
‘Snakehips’ Davis, Batie and Tuffy; 
‘Black Dragon’ (Mono). 





, 


There’s an overabundance of danc- 
ing in this 70-minuter, shorter-than- 
usual show for this colored house. 
But the session, dominated by the 
Inkspots, is good entertainment for 
this neighborhood since it’s made up 
of the type of fare in demand here. 
That’s with the exception of the 
Tyler, Thorne and Post turn, which 
means little. 

On last, the Inkspots hit the jack- 
pot of audience reaction. Their 
repertoire is identical with their de- 
livery at a recent Paramount thea- 
tre, New York, stand. Beginning 
with a new rhythm bit, ‘Josephine,’ 
solidly sold by Deke Watson, they 
course through ‘We'll Meet Again,’ 
‘Apple Tree,’ ‘Do I Worry’ and a new 
war tune, ‘This Is Worth Fighting 
For.’ Last two are encores. Quartet 
paces itself neatly with but one ex- 
ception, the last war tune; another 
rhythm number is called for at that 
juncture. 

Doc Wheeler’s Sunset Royal outfit 
usually accompanies the Spots on 
One-nighters and on dates such as 
this. It’s a better than average 
colored band composed of four sax, 
three trumpets, three trombones and 
four rhythm. It follows the usual 
piercing brass, jump-rhythm groove 
followed by most Negro bands and 
lacks only arrangements to lift it out 
of its current class. 

Only one of the arrangements of- 
fered here really does a job, and that 
upset the house when caught. Titled 
‘How ‘Bout That Mess,’ recently 
recorded for Bluebird, the number 
sharply stands out from the remain- 
der of the band’s work and can be 
taken as an example of what the out- 
fit could do. with better arrange- 
ments. It’s a killer. Wheeler, the 
group’s arranger when it was known 
only as the Sunset Royal orchestra, 
does a fair job up front and occa- 
sionally plays trombone. Band 
works well behind acts, though too 
loudly at times. 

Cholly and Dottie, dance-comedy 

team, are fair dancers, solo or duo. 
They split routines with a too-long 
session of tired comedy. Few of the 
gags they pulled found hearty re- 
sponse. Leg-work needs routining. 
Tyler, Thorne and Post, white, offer 
a slapstick drunk act that’s painful 
at times. There’s little in the turn 
for this spot, let alone higher-priced 
time. Two men in tails and girl in 
evening gown go through a routined 
series of pratt-falls and slow-motion 
tricks. 
_ ‘Snakehips’ Davis clicked solidly 
in a dance routine aptly described 
by his handle. Rubbery legs and 
torso, coupled to an unusual trick of 
picking up chairs and tables with his 
teeth, and dancing with them, earned 
him hearty audience reaction. Finale 
finds him lifting, with jaw-strength 
alone, a fair-sized table and four 
chairs, trucking off with them. 

Batie and Tuffy, another comedy- 
dance act, contribute the only gags 
worth a giggle. They run through 
them at the outset and then turn to 
leg work. QOne’s thin and the best 
tapster on this bill, the other’s 
chubby, a colored Harry Langdon in 
appearance and somewhat like him 
in delivery. Latter also dances in a 
clever, comical groove and he found 
ready reception to his stuff. 

Biz good when caught, during New 








York’s first all-city blackout. Wood. 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘At Ease,’ produced by Leon Leon- 
idoff; sets, Nat Karson; costumes, 
Marco Montedoro; features Robert 
Landrum, Betty Bruce, Glee Club, 
Corps de Ballet, Walter Dare Wahl, 
Dania Krupska, Rockettes; ‘Mrs. Min- 
iver’ (M-G), reviewed in ‘Variety’ 
May 13, '42. 


Leon Leonidoff fittingly turns to a 
military theme for his current Music 
Hall presentation. His soldiers are 
gay, pleasant fellows, in the person 
of the M. H. Glee Club, and are vir- 
tually surrounded by the pulchritude 
of the Rockettes and the ballet. 


Which creates a picture of military 
life, so far as the M. H. is concerned, 
that gives one an urge to call the 
draft board and query: ‘Hey, fel- 
lows, what’s taking so long? 

Setting is the front of one of the 
Florida hotels requisitioned by the 
Army and turned into barracks, 
which helps create the pleasant pic- 
ture. It also gives opportunity to 
lace in a couple of new tunes, “That's 
Sabotage’ and ‘You Can’t Say No to 
a Soldier,” by Mack Gordon and 
Harry Warren. They’re done in good 
style by M. H. regular Robert Land- 
rum. He’s aided in the second tune 
by the prop pouting of looker Dania 
Krupska. 

Layout also gives good opportun- 
ity to work in the fine tap work of 
Betty Bruce and the w.k. comedy of 
Walter Dare Wahl. They're the two 
atts added to the’regular M. H. line- 
up. Whole show is clipped rather 
short this sesh because of the almost 
two-and-one-half-hour running time 
of the film. 

Miss Bruce recently closed a 
lengthy stand in George Jessel’s 
‘High Kickers’ musical in New_York 
and on the road. She brings to Radio 
City the same verve, the same fine 
technique and the looks and person- 
ality that have caused her to be 
ranked among the few top tapstresses 
of the day. alter Dare Wahl clicks 
as usual with his glue-iike fingers, 
that seem to stick to whatever they 
touch, and his swift hand-balancing 
with the aid of a skillful under- 
stander. i 
Ballet has a pleasant switch from 
its usual type stuff, doing a strobo- 
scope number. Gals have the tops of 
their costumes done in luminous 
paint to give each one the appear- 
ance in the dark of being a small 
doll. Arms are likewise done in 
phosphorescent, making them appéar 
to be the legs of the dolis. It opens 
the way to amusing routines with 
luminous balls, sliding boards, see- 
saw and, finally, with a slack wire. 
Rockettes finale with one of their 
usual fine precision turns. Herb. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 6. 

Johnny O’Brien, Don and Jane 

Ford, St. John Brothers (2), Weber 

Brothers (2) and Chatita, Marilyn 

Ballinger, Herb Six House Orch; 

‘Secret Agent. of Japan’ (20th) and 
‘After Mein Kampf (S.R.). 














This is the second of the Tower’s 
four weeks of experimenting with 
dual features combined with stage 
fare. Although the screen attrac- 


tions aren’t what the first week’s 
were biz is holding to an approxi- 
mate 25% increase indicated by last 
week’s biz, more or less justifying 
the new policy. Where the screen 
fare may not measure up, the vaude 
bill is an improvement, albeit a small 
one, over last week’s stage show, 
somewhat balancing the account. 
Hence this policy of dual features 
with vaude is likely to prevail any- 
time in the future when the house 
is unable to secure a stage attraction 
of enough magnitude to draw trade 
on its own. When such stage units 
or attractions are available single 
features will be the rule. , 

Like other Tower bills this stage 
entry is an assemblage of four stand- 
ard acts, the weekly amateur winner 
and the Herb Six house band. What 
sets this one above average is the 
pace, which finds a rather compact 
and lively 40 minutes resulting, and 
the fact that all acts themselves are 
a bit above standard. 

Johnny O’Brien, the harmonica 
maestro, doubles as m.c., playing it 
straight besides satisfying the cus- 
tomers nicely with his mouth-harp- 
ing in his own solo bit next to clos- 
ing. 

Herb Six band starts show off with 
a special arrangement of ‘Wabash 
Blues,’- featuring Don Richmond’s 
trombone. Then dancing of the bill 
is contributed by Don and Jane Ford 
in a trio of fast modern routines. 
Acrobatics by the St. John duo, evi- 
dently twins, is mostly of the bal- 
ancing and hand-stand type, but fhey 
embellish with round of pantomime. 
Week’s am winner, Marilyn Ballin- 
ger, a teen-age songstress, shows a 
voice on the rhythm side, and not 
without some ability and personality. 
Closing is the turn of the Weber 
Brothers and Chatita, cavorting on 
the tent wire with such tricks as 
rope skipping, dancing and leaping 
through a paper-covered hoop, all 
expertly done. 

As is to be the policy when dual 
films prevail here, this week’s films 
follow a theme, this one ‘axe the 
axis,’ and future double features are 
to be similarly programmed. 





Quin. 


Roller Skating ‘Vanities Looks Like 
Future Click Though Now 606 in Red 





Harold Steinman presents 
ing Vanities of 1942,’ rink revue on 
roller skates; produced and directed 
by Gae Foster; supervised by Fan- 
chon & Marco; special songs by 
Mizzy and Taylor; Frank Ventry; or- 
chestra directed by Jay Freeman; at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., June 
3-6, '42; $2.75 top. 

Cast: Ronnie Bellett & Jay Ed- 
wards; Whirlwind Four (Hugh 
Thomas, Lavada Simmons, Arthur 
Elasser, Eleanor Emanuel); Dolly 
Durkin and Walter Hughes; Teddy 
Sokol; Gordon Finigan; Louis San- 
tilli; Gloria Nord; Lucille Page; Rose 
Piccola & Bobby Johnson; Bruce 
Towle; Buster West with Miss Page 
and Ernest Goodheart; 
Grant; Lew Testa; Otto Eason; Bobby 
May; Gae Foster Rollerettes (24) 
and 12 boys. 


This is a brand new type of show 
business, without precedence and 
comparable somewhat to the ice- 
skating extravaganzas. Considering 
that it has yet to make its impress 
on the public’s mind, red ink of 
around $60,000 to date is not sur- 
prising, but the commercial poten- 
tialities are there, and perhaps next 
year, or the bane after, ‘Skating 
Vanities’ will clean up. 

_ Out since early in January, when 
it opened in Baltimore, the revue on 
roller skates has not yet had a win- 
ning week. It’s production cost was 
$20,000 and an additional $40,000, or 
more, has been lost on bookings. In 
many spots the ‘selling’ was not 
exactly i a and potential custom- 





ers figured it was a roller derby and 
stayed away in droves. Eventually 
the word ‘Roller’ was dropped from 


the title and there was some com- 
parative b.o. improvement. One 
thing was certain, however, and 
that was the show’s good impres- 
sion. This has prompted its back- 
ers to continue, despite the losses, in 
the belief that the second time 
around the same arenas the b.o. pic- 
ture will be brighter. 
Along with the production itself, 
those involved in its financing are 
likewise new to arena show busi- 
ness. Presenter, Harold Steinman, 
fight manager, is fronting for a Min- 
neapolis group in which Fergy 
Bloom, nitery and liquor store op- 
erator, is most prominent financially. 
Others are Ray Perkins and Dick 
Chafont, said to be associated with 
Bloom in Minneapolis, and Jack 
Sabes, who owns a chain of retail 
vegetable stores in the same city. 
t’s Steinman’s brainchild, though, 
and he has worked on the idea for 
three years. Finally, he was brought 
together with Fanchon & Marco, 
and Gae Foster was assigned to 
stage and direct the show. She has 
done a magnificent job, especially 
in view of the fact that so many 
in the cast were amateur skaters 
before this show went into re- 
hearsal. The only pros are such 
vaude turns as Buster West and Lu- 
cille Page, Monroe and Grant, Bob- 
by May, Lew Testa, the latter pre- 
viously a novelty skater at roller 
derbies; the Lightning Trio, billed 
here as the Whirlwind Four with 
Eleanor Emanuel added, and Otto 
Eason, colored, who has a_ good 
novelty imitating Bill Robinson’s 
stair dance on skates, 
Also prominently concerned in 
the production on the ‘idea’ end 
were Jesse Kaye, Sam Shayon and 
Arthur Knorr, all of F. & M. They 
helped conceive some of the produc- 
tion numbers, with Miss Foster car- 
rying them out. 
The profit possibilities in this 
show can best be gauged by its bud- 
get setup. When standing still, the 
show’s nut is only around $4,000; 
when moving, the cost is between 
$6,000 and $8,000, depending on the 
length of the jumps. Playing arenas, 
where grosses can be tremendous, 
‘Skating Vanities’ could turn huge 
profits if it ever catches on, 
Show’s costuming and production 
accoutrements are excellent. Its 
routining is extraordinarily smooth, 
and a masonite floor, which is set 
up in small sections, has reduced 
the noise of the rollers to virtual 
inaudibility. The flooring, incident- 
ally, cost around $5,000, but is 
peculiarly susceptible to dampness, 
One was ruined in Washington 
when it was laid on a wet floor. 
One of the  show’s surprising 
standouts is Lucille Page, contor- 
tion-acrobatic dancer who learned 
how to skate especially for this pro- 
duction and is now doing as ef- 
fective an act on rollers as she ever 
did on a theatre stage. Likewise 
clicko and a newly born skater is 
Bobby May, the crackerjack juggler 
of Indian clubs and balls. Monroe 
and Grant aren’t working on skates, 
but their comedy trampoline act is 
nicely camouflaged in a barnyard 
scene. They also scored opening 
night at the Garden. Buster West 
doesn’t make any pretense of get- 
ting on skates at all and his great 
reception for his talking hoke turn 


upsets all the dope that an act of 
his type is too handicapped for 
large arenas. As for the Lightning 


Trio, a foursome here, they are do- 
ing their standard vaude stage spins 
and holds as a unit, but then re- 
lease Arthur Elsasser for a fine skat- 
ing solo in which he features every 





type of spinning. 
Of the others, highlights are Lew 


‘Skat- | 


Monroe &jj 





Testa, who does some astonishin 
tricks on the rollers in a screwbal 
skating routine. He possibly got the 
biggest applause of the night and 
deserved it. Bruce Towle, who was 
the amateur freestyle skating champ 
in 1941, gets over nicely with grace- 
ful figure-skating; Gloria Nord, 
petite and blonde looker. lives up 
to the glamour-girl buildup she’s 
been getting, plus being pretty nifty 
on the rollers; Gordon Finigan and 
Walter Hughes deliver an excellent 
comedy routine somewhat along the 
lines of the ice-skating Frick and 
Frack, while Hughes, in another 
spot, doubles nicely into ballroom 
skating with Dolly Durkin. 

_ Teddy Sokol does some good jump- 


ng. 

All of the ensemble work is good. 
Miss Foster has conceived some nice 
routines that closely approximate 
the group skating features of the 
ice show. This is especially notable 
in the patriotic finale and the open- 
ing rah-rah scene. Another produc- 
tion number worthy of bows is the 
Cinderella bit, which features Miss 
Nord and Sokol. 

Attendance opening night at the 
Garden was rather meagre at less 
than 7,000. but the audience liked 
the show from start to finish. 

‘Skating Vanities’ went into stor- 
age following the four-day Garden 
run, opening next fall on a tour 
of cities which have never had an 
ice show. The promoters figure this 
strategy may solve the b.o. problem. 
Next spring, if feasible, a new pro- 
duction will be staged to play those 
towns in which ‘Vanities’ has frouped 
since last January. Scho. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 6. 
Horace Heidt Orch (14) with 
Donna & her Don Juans (4), Ollie 








O’Toole, Gordon McCrea, Charlie 
Goodman, Mimi Cabanne, Bernie 
Mattison, Jerry Bowne, Frankie 


Carle, Fred Lowery, Roy Cordell; 
‘Mayor of 44th St’ (RKO). 





Horace Heidt continues to demon- 
strate his excellent showmanship in 
70 minutes of jampacked entertain- 
ment. The proceedings gain im- 
measurably from his expert selling 
as emcee and clever routining. 

As always, there’s something for 
nearly every musical and fun-loving 
taste in Heidt’s outfit and the leader 
doesn’t overlook a bet. The Heidt 
eagerness to please is always in evi- 
dence. 

Heidt has no dancers in his troupe, 
so he enlisted a champion rug-cute 
ting couple from a local high school, 
and they brought down the house. 
Then, too, he and male members of 
his company step down into the 
audience and choose feminene part- 
ners for dancing that garners plenty 
of laughs. His hobnobbing with the 
customers, from the stage and off, 
helps to make for one happy family. 

Into his ‘Treasure Chest’ stunt 
during non-broadcasts Heidt has in- 
corporated some of the best fun 
features of ‘Do You Wanna Lead a 
Band?’ and ‘Truth or Consequences.’ 
His musical numbers are the sure- 
fire hit-parade clicks. He has an 
impressively large aggregation and 
the patrons are getting lots of en- 
tertainment for the money. The 
dressing of the*troupe and the run- 
ning of the show are beyond re- 
proach. 

The Heidt gang provides the en- 
tire show. Singing gets into the sad- 
dle from the very start with the 
opener, ‘3 Little Sisters’ utilizing all 
the vocalists. Also, Heidt and Ollie 
O’Toole lose no time in beginning 
their clowning, which is scattered 
through the entire show. ‘Under the 
Apple Tree’ is satisfactorily done by 
Donna and her Don Juans (4). 
Frankie Carle’s tickling of the ivor- 
ies and Fred Lowery’s whistling also 
smasho. 

Jerry Bowen, Heidt and several of 
the other boys had ’em screaming 


with their interpretations of the 
Arthur Murray dances. Mimi Ca- 
banne and Bernie Mattison turn 


loose their pipes on ‘I Remember 
You’ in a duet and Gordon McRea, 
romantic tenor, hits the target with 
‘Not Mine’ and ‘Miss You.’ Mattison 
also gets hot on the clarinet, the 
band joining him in a swing session, 
Cash is handed out to volunteers 
from the audience during “Treasure 
Chest.’ At this catching three soldiers 
and three girls competed for cash 
prizes in contests to guess the names 
of the orchestras that the band rep- 
resented by theme melodies. Winners 
and losers received cash, but the lat- 
ter were penalized, one leading the 
band, two others hanging washing 
and another pair dancing solo. _ 
After ‘Treasure Chest’ there’s still 
more show. Roy Cordell, 19-year-old 
singer, landed applause with ‘Tan- 
gerine. Thein Heidt pleads with 
those in front to buy war stamps 
and bonds from his boys in the lobby 
when departing, and the band fin- 
ishes with a stirring patriotic medley 
—a corking finale that had all the 
musicians joining in the singing. 
A nearlyfull house at the opening 
Friday matinee, despite —— heat. 
ees. 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Cab Calloway Orch with the Caba- 
liers, Anise & Aland, Cozy Cole, Honi 
Coles; Paul, Dink and Eddy; Callo- 
way Rug Cutters; ‘In This Our Life’ 
(WB), reviewed in ’Variety, April 
29, °42. 


The hi-de-ho Cab Calloway band, 
which has played here _ before, 
opened Friday (5) on the fifth week 
of ‘In This Our Life’ and is in for 
two weeks. Jimmy Dorsey, with 
‘Life’ on its first four weeks could 
mitments. Calloway had been due to 
follow Dorsey for two weeks, but 
with a new picture. When Dorsey 
had to move out Calloway moved in 
with the Davis starrer, 








ing. 

Recouse of the general draught 
Calloway possesses, plus the Harlem 
fans, the band should provide very 
stout b.o. support for the picture on 
its final 14 days. On Friday night 
(5), when the Strand was _ filled, 
there was a generous sprinkling of 
colored people in the house. 

Calloway is the entire show, no 
outside acts having been booked 
with him. He has a 50-minute 
‘jumping jive jubilee,’ as he bills his 
orchestral revue, with downstage 
acts or specialists numbering three, 
in addition to the Rug Cutters troupe 
of three boys and three girls. The 
male quartet, Cabaliers, is seated 
with the band and does numerous 
singing numbers with Calloway. 

A good showman, Calloway is con- 
stantly on the move, whether direct- 
ing his orchestra of 16 men, singing 
numbets, indulging in some talk or 
introing acts and specialists. 

He opens singing ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ with his band, while the 
Cabaliers top this hotcha tune with 
‘Sleepy Lagoon’ for contrast. A total 
of five numbers are done together by 
Calloway and the Cabaliers group, 
including ‘Nain, Nain,’ a recent Cal- 
loway recording. ‘Deliver Me to 
Tennessee’ is one that stands out with 
the latter, while closing the show is 
‘Pushin’ Sand,’ with the Rug Cutters 
backing. 

Paul, Dinky and Eddy are a trio of 
acrobatic dancing comics who also 
sing ‘Big Bad Mamma.’ Score 
strongly as do the other acts. Anise 
and Aland, youthful lad and girl, are 
on early with hot dancing, a rhumba 
and a ballroom waltz. Also in the 
dance division is Honi Coles with a 
fast and furious tap routine, followed 
by a hardshoe number. He has a 
brief song intro. 

Calloway’s drummer, Cozy Cole, 
is featured toward the end. Display- 
ing a great sense of rhythm with the 
drumsticks, he sustains the stint for 
a terrific length, earning himself a 
big response. ; 

The Calloway band is nicely pre- 
sented on its engagement here, aided 
by good lighting and ees a 

ar. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, June 7. 
Ray Kinney Orch, Beatrice Kay, 
Diplomats (6), Daughters of Uncle 
Sam Orch, Ross Sisters, Mary Small, 
Sam Kaplan pit band; ‘In Old Cali- 
fornia’ (Rep). 








Poor booking and worse produc- 
tion make this divertissement one of 
the worst to play the State this sea- 
son. Too many bands and too many 
singers. 

There are two stage bands on the 
bill, exclusive of the house organ. 
Each of the two orchs has an out- 
side act with it. And each act is a 
radio vocal personality. This in addi- 
tion to the orch’s own thrushes. 

Ray Kinney Hawaiian band has 
with it Beatrice Kay. B. A. Rolfe’s 
‘Daughters of Uncle Sam’ has 
dubbed in Mary Small. At the mid- 
Way point between the appearance 
of both orchs is a six-man singing 
team, the Diplomats. Either of these 
bands with their dubbed-in featured 
vocalists, plus a couple of outside 
acts, could have supplied a good 
grade of entertainment. But the bill 
is all music and singing. 

Kinney outfit, consisting of four 
rhythm, one trombone, one trumpet, 
three sax and electric guitar, gives 
out mainly in the Hawaiian idiom. 
Carries four gals who intersperse the 
band numbers with a variety of 
Hawaiian hula numbers, attired in 
grass skirts. It’s an ill-fated attempt 
at production because of the stage’s 
immenseness and also because of the 
tremendous size of the theatre it- 
self. No intimacy at all between 
band and audience. Maestro Kinney 
is on the boards all the way, carry- 
ing a heavy load of the band vocal- 
ling and joining two of the band 
boys for trio thrushing. One of the 
gals does some fair chirping. 

Miss Kay, in an outfit reminiscent 
of the gaslit era, does only one Gay 
90s tearjerker. Other numbers con- 
sist of a ragtime, a pop, and a satire 
of celebs torch singing. Would sell 
better if she stuck to the oldie mood, 
which built her. ether rep. Panto 
Stuff helps her merchandising, 

Diplomats take over the midway 
spot while stage is reset for other 
band. The deep-throated group 
cashes in with oldie faves and a 
college medley. Come on without 
intro, never identified, and when it 
climaxed its bit, there was a long 
Stage wait before-second band went 
into action at show caught. 

A 25-gal band, Daughters of Uncle 





'that was acting up. 


Sam, take over latter half of the 
show. Batoned by the veteran B. A. 
Rolfe, they display excellent musi- 
cianship, dishing out both pops and 
march numbers. Band has a harp 
but is essentially on the brass side. 
Rolfe does an okay trumpet solo of 
‘Black Eyes.’ Ross Sisters, harmony 
trio, are spotted twice to effectively 
sell ‘3 Little Sisters,’ ‘Jersey Bounce’ 
and ‘Lambeth Walk.’ Mary Small 
Stickswishes the band through a 
swing number. There was an ef- 
fective reaction of the aud to her 
hip-swinging ala Ina Ray Hutton. 
Follows later with socko songseTing. 
Gal essays a pleasing personality and 
collects the patron _oe easily. 
Biz fair at first show caught Fri- 
day (6) afternoon, Eck, 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, June 7. 
Connee Boswell, hitson Bros., 
Robinson & Martin, Jimmy Edmond- 
son, Rhythm Rockets, Sam Jack 
Kaufman House Orch, Lynn Allison, 
Art Brown; ‘Twin Beds’ (M-G). 











As a whole this show is not the 
applausegetter of the preceding 
week but is good entertainment nev- 
ertheless, with a highlight in Connee 
Boswell’s singing. Miss Boswell got 
a stirring reception, with the light- 
ing lending production values to her 
act. 

Show opens with an Hawaiian 
medley number done by Sam Jack 
Kaufman’s house orchestra. Art 
Brown, back from a vacation, is at 
the organ, having the mob doing 
a songfest for a neat homey touch. 

Robinson and Martin have a 
clever routine with their high kicks 
and acrobatic dancing. Jimmy Ed- 
mondson’s astounding backward 
spelling gives way to a production 
number, boat ’n all, with the line- 
girls to ‘Love Boat.’ 

The Whitson Bros. go Over very 
well with their hand-feet balancing. 

Marg. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, June 6. 
Dennis Day, Bob Williams & Red 
Dust, Lathrop & Lee, Carr Brothers 
(2), Ballet (16); ‘In This Our Life’ 
(WB). 











Dennis Day, fresh off the Jack 
Benny radio show, starts off his the- 
atre appearances with this week’s 
booking at the Chicago, where he’s 
the headliner. 

Lathrop and Lee do neat hoofing 
and deliver nicely with ballroom 
tapping. Mixed pair are long on looks, 
have okay personalities and are 
nattily costumed and work well to- 
gether. Carr Brothers, a couple of 
sailors, handle a nifty turn of acro- 
batics. Customers were highly re- 
ceptive. Bob Williams and his aptly 
named chow, Red Dust, provide good 
entertainment, with Williams taking 
the dog through numerous paces. 
Act concludes with Williams skip- 
ping rope with dog. Williams sells 
the act nicely with his chatter and 
patter. 

Day is introduced with Jello radio 
theme and comes on for “Tangerine,” 
‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and ‘Johnny Dough- 
boy.’ He’s likeable, making his 
first appearance in town. His tenor 
has much warmth, and aside from 
that he’s easy on the eyes, an extra 
click with the fair sex. He encores 
with the patriotic ‘This is Worth 
Fighting for.’ Reception warm. 

House ballet, with its 16 shapely 
femmes, is in for two presentations 
put over neatly. 

Business at Friday 
good, 


matinee was 
Loop. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 5. 
Mitchell Ayres Orch (14) with 
Meredith Blake, Jane Withers, Allen, 
Burns & Cody; ‘Mayor of 44th Street’ 
(RKO). 





Jane Withers (New Acts) hogs the 
spotlight on this week’s bill. 


sonality and talent more than make 
up for her voice—which is a bit on 
the heavy side for an adolescent. 
Miss Withers had trouble getting off 
when caught, her fans wanting more. 

Mitchell Ayres makes his initial 
stage appearance in these parts, and 
though the band is not spectacular, 
the boys are okay in the gut-bucket 
style of rhythm. With accent on the 
brass, they ride out stuff like ‘Jersey 
Bounce,’ ‘I Open a Trunk,’ ‘Skunk 
Song,’ ‘Hallelujah’ and others of that 
ilk. Best band number is a novelty 
takeoff of Martin Block’s ‘Make Be- 
lieve Ballroom,’ with Ayres’ lads 
imitating other name aggregations, 
including the ones led by the Dor- 
seys, Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, 
et al. 

Sweet-voiced Meredith Blake, the 
band’s svelte canary, is pleasing with 
her renditions of ‘Breathless,’ “You 
Made Me Love You’ and ‘Skylark.’ 

Only other outside act is the acro- 
batic trio of Allen, Burns and Cedy, 
who have a novel turn which sells 
big. The lads perform difficult feats 
to jive music. 

House was almost filled when 
caught (Saturday night) despite in- 
tense heat and an aircooling Lh wos 

at. 


The | 
precocious starlet has the stage pres- | 
ence of an old trouper and her per- | 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Benny Rubin, Hal LeRoy, Mitzi 
Green, Paul Remos, Happy Felton, 
Shirley Wayne, Ruby Zwerling House 
Orch; ‘This Gun for Hire’ (Par). 








There’s enough high calibre talent 
here to make this a bangup stage 
show, but it doesn’t play quite as 
well as it looks on paper. It’s slow- 
moving in spots and Happy Felton’s 
ps ef Acts) emceeing is rather 
eeble. 


Benny Rubin winds up a winner 
with two routines, one being a seri- 
ous talking bit on refugees of all na- 
tionalities, the other his ‘Delancey 
Street Jitterbug Dance.’ His earlier 
material does not impress as favor- 
ably. _ While his running commen- 
tary is topnotch, as usual, his gags 
lack punch. An engaging stylist, a 
necessity for a change of some of his 
comedy material is indicated, though 
his delivery is excellent. 


Hal LeRoy, though familiar, went 
over almost as big as if he were new 
here at the Monday night show. His 
classic tapstering, variously called 
‘Eccentric Movements,’ ‘Variations in 
Rhythm’ and ‘Idaho,’ click with his 
standard surefire appeal. Not a 
weak spot in the routine. 

One of the three big names on the 
marquee, Mitzi Green, in a fetching 
white gown with rows of frills, re- 
mains at her best with imitations of 
notables in the theatre. She cashes 
in nicely with takeoffs on Sophie 
Tucker, Richman, Hepburn and 
Garbo, though latter two impressions 
are overlong. Miss Green’s open- 
ing, an explanatory story in song 
about how she’s grown up though 
some people still think of her as a 
moppet, is only fair. It’s a recollec- 
tion of her adolescence in pix. She 
then sings ‘Miss You,’ with comedy 
interpolations. As a straight vocalist 
she rings the bell with ‘Lady Is a 
Tramp,’ which she did in ‘Babes in 
Orins,’ Broadway musical which she 
was featured in several seasons ago. 
~— she’s nifty in appearance as 
well. 

Shirley Wayne (New Acts), come- 
dy violin and singing turn, and Paul 
Remos with his midgets round out 
the bill. The Remos lowercasers are 
cute and boffo as always. 

There’s an a¢terpiece for the finale 
in which all the acts on the bill are 
used for a terrific bond and stamp 
selling plug. Each of the acts in 
turn sings a few lines of ‘Put a 
Stamp in the Book for Uncle Sam,’ 
with audience joining in. Acts also 
take turns in the lobby to sell stamps 
and bonds after every performance, 
the appeal to the audience from the 
stage being, ‘Don’t pass us 7. 

ort. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, June 5. 
Russ Morgan Orch (17), 4 Mills 
Bros., Eunice Healey, Pansy the 
Horse with Virginia Mayo, Elizabeth 
Rogers, Jana, Clarence Melter, Wal- 
ter Link, Morganaires (3); ‘Tuttles of 
Tahiti’? (RKO). 








WB deluxer has come up with a 
crack musical-vaudeville show this 
week. Music’s fine, entertainment’s 
solid and acts are varied. In fact, 
it’s the most populous show Stanley 
has had in months. Russ Morgan’s 
|band returns the eardrums to nor- 
mal again after three successive ses- 
sions of Goodman, Krupa and Shaw; 
his dulcet melodies are pleasant re- 
laxatives, his arrangements are soft 
and silken and maestro himself has 
a good sense of incidental comedy 
which is shared by most of his 
crew. 

Incidentally, it’s a big crew, big- 
ger than usual run of stage bands 
these days, 17 men, including four 
saxes, three trombones, three trum- 
pets, three fiddles, guitar, bass, 
drums and piano. Morgan makes 
excellent use of those violins, too, 
and it’s a pleasure ‘to hear strings for 
|a change in a modern 
|setup. Show gets off nicely with 
‘Clementine,’ its composer, Clarence 
Melter, warbling it, with Morgan in- 
jecting several laughs into the spot, 
and keeps going with appearance of 
band’s femme vocalist, Elizabeth 
Rogers, whose pipes are okay and 
face and figure ditto. Does ‘Night- 
ingale’ and ‘Miss You,’ and mob liked 
her plenty. 

Eunice Healey, last here at Nixon 
few months ago with Al Jolson in 
‘Hold On To Your Hats,’ mops -up 
with a couple of showy, expert tap 
routines, last of which she announces 
was one of her numbers in the Jolson 
musical. Guy billed simply as Jana, 
who goes with the band, fellows her 
on for a session of lightning-quick 
caricatures. Boy and a girl from the 
audience are done in two minutes 
flat each, and there’s a lot of kidding 
of the subjects by Morgan and his 
men. It’s all good-natured, however, 
and no breaches of good taste the 
band was supposed to have displayed 
in a mid-western city recently. Easy 
to see how things could get out of 
hand, but they didn’t today. Dan- 
gerous, yet Jana’s is a sock inning 
and plenty worth it if the danger 
of crossfiring with paving customers 
is successfully skirted. 

Pansy the. Horse, late of Eddie 
Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes,’ is still an im- 
| pudently comic novelty, jockeyed by 
‘a beauty named Virginia Mayo who 








stage orch|} 


is all that Pansy’s up-and-down eyes 
say she is. Turn isn’t new in these 
parts, but it’s improved considerably 
since last time around. Has more in- 
ventiveness now although the pat- 
tern’s still the same. Morgan fol- 
lows with his platter of ‘Small Fry’ 
and then goes to town on his current 
hit tune, ‘Somebody Else Is Taking 
My Place,’ which, musically, is the 
high spot of his repertoire. His ver- 
sion’s done with feeling and affection 
and comes pretty close to being a 
show-stopper. 

Next-to-closing spot is reserved 
for Mills Brothers, and they fill it— 
completely. Even in their heyday 
years ago, Millses have never gone 
over here like they did today. Half 
dozen numbers and crowd sstill 
wouldn’t let them get away, clamor- 
ing for more. Almost entirely a 
harmony turn now, with only a lit- 
tle of the instrumental impersona- 
tion they use to specialize in, and 
that comes almost exdlusively in the 
last song or so. Their new idea was 
obviously cued by success of Ink 


Spots, and veteran singers are 
capitalizing on it smartly. 
Biz okay. Cohen. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, June 7. 
Johnny Barnes, Roxyettes, Paul 
Tisen’s All-American Girls, Ray & 
Trent; ‘In This Our Life’ (WB). 








Harry Anger, producing the Earle 
shows, calls this one ‘Summertime 
Revue.’ It’s a good show. 

Johnny Barnes, featured, is a 1lo- 
calite who has gone places and his 
appearance here is sort of a home- 
coming. His clever tap work is pre- 
ceded by a golf routine by the al- 
ways clever Roxyettes, to a whirl- 
wind finish that brought much 
applause and a swell buildup for 
Barnes who went over big. 

The All-American Girls, with 
their vocals, violinist, harpist and 
piano, go over very well. Their 
routine is especially effective on the 
semi-classical music. 

Ray and Trent’s acros are plenty 
clicked. 

Show, which is brief, closes with 
the line on roller skates. Marg. 


USO-Camp Show 
ALL IN FUN 


Fort Banks, Mass., June 8. 
Sid Gold, Bobby Pincus, Mack 
Pearson, Bob Alda, Ray Janis; Burns 
and White, Judy Manners, Dolly 
Bell, Ruth Foster, Jack Manners. 














Of the USO list of camp units, this 
is one of the less pretentious. With- 
in the 70-minute playing time there 
is packed a solid load of entertain- 
ment that would make many a 
burley house manager gnash his 
teeth with envy. About 40% of 
‘Fun’ is good old-fashioned bur- 
lesque, sold with showmanship all 
the way. The payoff is that the 
burley gags have all been sent to the 
cleaners and they-come out really 
funny. This stand is right on the 
fringe of Boston, where the boys can 
see downtown shows in all vaude 
houses for 28c. on their days off— 
so they know their show biz. 

The unit was playing two shows 
here in one night, and on the first 
show the house was jammed .to 
standee capacity. Sid Gold and 
Bobby Pincus are the standout 
comics, with Mack Pearson end Ray 
Janis assisting in the main skits, with 
Bob Alda (m.c. and singer) handling 
the straight-man stuff. Every other 
number is strictly burley, but the 
best bets are a rookie drill, with the 
comic foursome taking orders from 
Alda as officer, and a Hollywood 
studio melee with practically the en- 
tire company mixed in. The former 
sketch is one of the best of its kind, 
and the latter is rich slapstick with- 
out a spot of blue in it. 
| In the Hollywood skit Mack Pear- 
|son, as stand-in for ‘Clark Gable’ 
| takes the roughing and pies-in-the- 
face for the star. Earlier in the 
Show Ray Janis does impersona- 
tions of Ned Sparks, Lionel Barry- 
more and Groucho Marx. Sid Gold 
is in and out of the show with as- 
sorted gags and business; and Bobby 
Pincus’ specialty is soft-shoe eccen- 
tric dancing and knocking himself 
out in screwy vocal deliveries. All 
comics troupe smartly in the group 
skits. 

Alda gets over with a patriotic 
tune called ‘We’re On Our Way,’ 
and m.c.ss most of the unit. Judy 
Manners had to beg off after four 
songs (‘Great Day. Manana.’ ‘Boogie 
Beat,’ ‘You Made Me Love You’ and 
‘Great Day for the Irish’) plus a 
group of vocal impersonations of 
Helen O’Connell. Deanna Durbin, 
Judy Garland, Beatrice Kay and 
Kate Smith. Miss Manners gets 
close to her audience immediately 
and sells every number with a sock. 

Burns and White are surefire in 
two ballroom tap numbers, and the 
male partner of this duo also assists 
in some comedy skits. Dolly Bell, 
acro dancer; Jack Manners, tapper 
on roller skates, and Ruth Foster, 








taps. were ali well-received by this 
| khaki-clad audience. 

| Show has been well-knit by some- 
one with a good production sense, 


ROXY,N. Y. ~ 


Carol King, Cookie Bowers, Bob 
Ripa, Bob Hannon, Stuart Morgan 
Dancers, Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash 
House Orch; ‘Ten Gentlemen from 
West Point’ (20th), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ June 3, °42. 








The Roxy’s current stage show has 
a timely theme—patriotism. At least 
a gesture in that direction is evident 
in every act, while several, includ- 
ing the finale, leans hard on flag- 
waving. Whatever the effect might 
be in other times, it’s showmanly 
and, occasionally, even stirring. For 
unless the presentation is unpardon- 
ably clumsy, patriotism has irre- 
sistible appeal at this time. 

The talent in the show is all 
familar. Carol King does her cap- 
tivating ballet turn with individ- 
uality and style, scoring an unusual 
click for this type of act. Bob Ripa 
offers his standard, excellent jug- 
gling. Cookie Bowers gets across 
amusingly with his  character- 
comedy impressions and the Stuart 
Morgan Dancers (three men and a 
girl) present their spectacular adagio 
routine. 

Bob Hannon is on for two spots, 
both acceptable. First is to do a 
brief vocal introducing a Gae Fos- 
ter tap routine with a maypole dance 
theme. It’s effectively staged and 
performed, with an applause-getting 
precision kick line as the finale, in 
the familiar manner of the Music 
Hall Rockettes, Second is a vocal ac- 
companying a United Nations flag 
parade, with the Foster Girls march- 
ing on carrying banners of the Allied 
countries. Staging is impressive and 
avoids the unlikely onus of too much 
flag-waving. 

Hannon’s vocal for the number is 
‘The Song of the Free,’ with music 
by Kurt Weill and lyrics by Archi- 
bald MacLeish, the tune’s first per- 
formance. It’s a fairly rousing tune, 
but a trifle complicated for mass 
popularity. 

Biz good Friday night, when 
caught. Hobe. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, June 5. 
Vaughn Monroe Band (17), with 
The 4 V’s, Marilyn Duke, Bob Brom- 
ley, Ziggy Talent, Ross Wyse, Jr. 
and June Mann; ‘The Spoilers’ (U). 








Vaughn Monroe orch returns from 
success and New York to head a 
very medium show that nevertheless 
seems to attract hereabouts. Com- 
plete with 16-piece band which first 
started from Seiler’s Ten Acres (out- 
side Boston) via NBC network, the 
band features two singers, Marilyn 
Duke and Ziggy Talent, beside Mon- 
roe. 

Bob Bromley’s puppets taking off 
on Bill Robinson, Jose Iturbi and 
Sonja Henie is good entertainment. 
Ross Wyse, Jr., is still doing his 
father’s act, pretty old stuff includ- 
ing the acro dancing, limb-admiring 
and limp corn June Mann is the 
foil. Skit and Skat, from East Boston, 
winners in a local week-old jitterbug 
contest, fill in further on the local 
touch. 

Monroe’s band packs quite a wal- 
lop with eight brass, especially on 
jive and patriotic stuff. Throughout 
the show top-selling Monroe discs 
are featured. Miss Duke, dark good- 
looker, keeps them happy with ‘I 
Don’t Want ‘to Walk Without You,’ 
and ‘Under the Apple Tree.’ Talent, 
also from the Beantown, really 
socks the fans with ‘Sam, You Made 
Pants Too Long,’ and ‘Ants in My 
Pants.’ ‘Jersey Bounce’ features Red 
Nichols on trumpet, and he goes 
over. 

Monroe also does a good job on 
‘Tangerine’ ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and 
‘Shrine of St. Cecilia.’ A little rocky 
on intros and general chatter, Mon- 
roe, nevertheless, pleases the audi- 
ence with occasional long hair, like 
his featured Pagliacci aria, stepped 
into modern tempo. 

For finale the band dedicates patri- 
otic tunes to the Army, Navy and 
Marines. 

Show gets a boost from local press 
tie-ins for return-old-record week. 
Local record shops are granting free 
tickets to the show for records 
brought into their shops. This bill 
winds up current season, with re- 
opening slated for mid-August. 
House goes double feature for the 
summer next week. 

-Trade coming in strong at break 
of supper show when caught. 

Fox. 


Some Don’t Think So 


Hollywood, June 9. 

‘Marriage Is a Private Affair’ will 
be Lana Turner’s next Metro as- 
signment, to be produced by Pandro 
Berman. 

Film is based on the Judith Kelly 
novel, now being § scripted by 
Michael Kanin and Ring Lardner, 
Jr. 








and without the aid of scenery and 
flashy wardrobe. Only ‘scenery’ no- 
ticed in this presentation is a large 
square of blue material thumb- 











tacked over the picture screen; and 
ithe simple props consist of chairs 
‘and tables Fox. 
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“Done with the sheen of Columbia’s best comedies...preview audience 


roared, howled and chuckled from start to finish.” 
MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


“Exploitation names and word-of-mouth will bring the customers flock- 


ing to your doors . . . will be one of the big money pictures.” 
SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 





“Laugh-rich romantic comedy ...crisp, engrossing, brightly-dialogued.” 
BOXOFFICE ( 


“Spritely, snappy and spicy...rates major attention as bill-topping 


attraction...Miss Crawford kicks the stuffing out of the part...” 
WEEKLY VARIETY 





“Fast, frothy and full of spice... A jitterbug sequence in which Miss 


Crawford and Jenkins cut a heap of rug is an item to merchandise...” 
MOTION PICTURE DAILY 






MOTION 
PICTURE 


“Crawford’s ‘Bride’ riotous...gay modern farce is laugh winner... 
Crawford’s accomplishments as grand comedienne have seldom been 
spotlighted more effectively.” HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 











a 
“Completely satisfying comedy...a certain money picture...a constant 
succession of laughs ... one of Columbia’s best boxoffice entries... 
Alexander Hall turns in one of his best, if not his finest, pieces of ; 
e direction .. .” | DAILY VARIETY 


ie : “wan os FAN 












































Wednesday, June 10, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 25 





N. Y. Chains In 
Mild Price Tilts: 
Averages Up 6c 





A general, mild admission-tilting |. 


in Greater New York is iminent and 
already has been installed in a num- 
ber of RKO and Loew circuit the- 
atres. Estimated that the increase 
is around 6c on the average in the 
major chain houses which already 
have raised the admittance fee. 
Tilts are strictly at night in most 
theatres, many being from 44c to 50c, 
but further boosted for the week- 
end trade with many houses charg- 
ing 50-60c for loges. Additionally, 
the changes have included elimina- 


-tion of any differential between bal- 


cony and orchestra seats in thea- 
tres where two scales for different 
sections of the house prevail. 

Several factors are back of the 
admission increase, principal one be- 
ing the necessity of meeting greater 
overhead including salaries, supplies, 
etc. Another is said to be a desire 
to beat any ceiling established on 
theatre admissions by the Govern- 
ment, either threatened or likely to 
become an actuality. 

Theatre operators, too, are merely 
keeping pace with changed audience 
habits. Many exhibitors in New 
York admit their matinees are way 
off but that their night business is 
on the upbeat. . Explanation is that 
so many people presently are en- 
gaged in war activity or engaged in 
wartime jobs that they are unable 
to attend in the afternoon. With 
gas rationing, patrons walk to their 
nearest neighborhood theatre for 
night performances. Dimout situa- 
tion also is reported to have con- 
tributed to greater night biz. 

Reaction of patrons on the whole 
has been good, though some have 
kicked. Fact that new scales have 
been installed to eliminate the han- 
dling of pennies, however, is viewed 
favorably by patrons. 


Thurston’s ‘Old Bill’ 
Revival Plan for Pix 





Harry Thurston, veteran actor and 
writer, who created the lead in ‘The 
Better ’Ole’ in London and with 
Capt. Bruce Bainsfather wrote a 
successor show as a musical, ‘Lucky 
Old Bill,’ is preparing an up-to-date 
musical based on the latter for pic- 
tures. 

Thurston, who has been back and 
forth between England and America 
numerous times on various engage- 
ments, including vaudeville, controls 
the rights to ‘Lucky Old Bill.” He 
wrote all the music and special num- 
bers for it. 





Michalove and Towell’s 


Coast Business Huddles 

Dan Michalove, N. Y. representa- 
tive of National Theatres, went to 
the Coast over the weekend to con- 
fer with Charles Skouras, president 
of the theatre circuit. 

Sydney Towell, 20th-Fox treas- 
urer, also is on the Coast. He went 
out for studio huddles with William 
Goetz, company’s vice-president in 
charge of studio operations. 

Joe Moskowitz returned Monday 
(8) from 20th studio huddles. 


Foxites Fete Bill Kupper 


Nearly 150 executives, department 
heads and other associates of Wil- 
liam J. Kupper, recently named by 
Tom J. Connors, 20th-Fox sales man- 
ager, as his assistant, played host at 
a testimonial banquet last night 
(Tuesday) at the N. Y. Athletic Club, 
being the first ‘family gathering’ of 
its sort held by the company in 
about five years. Lowell Thomas, 
Movietone newsreel commentator, 
was toastmaster, 

_ Also in attendance were execu- 
tives Spyros Skouras, president of 
20th-Fox; W. C. Michel, executive 
vice-president Hermann Place 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee, and Connors, 

More than 100 employees of the 
20th homeoffice tossed a luncheon at 
the Castleholm restaurant last week 
in honor of three company workers 
with Fox for 25 years, William Geh- 
ring, central division sales manager, 
was tocstmaster. Maurice Goodman, 
John Oc and Julia Wolpin 
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German Show 


Biz | 
Continued from page 1 


rguns have been given preference. 
The High Command does not go as 
far as the French in furnishing 
lonesome boys away from home 
with the wherewithal to satisfy 
their most human desires but it is 
trying to keep the boys amused in 
a more naive way. The red lights 
are for stage settings only. 

These shows, regardless of their 
character, are made up of two 
kinds. First, there are those which 
go to the troops on permanent oc- 
cupation jobs like Norway or 
France and those which move along 
—or retreat—with the troops. Sec- 
ond, there are those which are 
more or less stationary, handing out 
the same ballyhoo month after 
month to the boys doing the stand- 
still. 

Puppet shows are used consid- 
erably, obviously because of a lack 
of artists. Popular are models ecari- 
caturing Churchill, Roosevelt and 
other leaders of countries fighting 
Germany. 

Highbrow entertainment fn Ber- 








lin is still taking a good-sized 
swipe on what the entertainment 
bil has to offer. Curiously 
enough a big play is given 


Shakespeare's plays in German. And 
the Nazis lap it up. Opera is also 
still going strong but not in the 
building used as the Reichstag, be- 
cause the British-bombed opera 
house at the foot of Under den 
Linden has not yet been repaired. 

Vaudeville has taken a terrible 
slump in the last two years. Top 
houses, like the Winter Garden and 
Scala, are offering bills with as 
many» as 14 different natfonalities 
on their shows, but the topnotchers 
from America and Britain, of 
course, are missing. Pictures of no 
less than 14 American artists were 
seen in the foyer of the Scala re- 
cently, including three of Yoe Jack- 
son, but there wasn’t an American 
on the bill. As a result class show- 
manship has taken a dive and offer- 
ings become increasingly repetitious. 
The same goes for the Winter Gar- 
den where the bill is concerned but 
the Germans are eating it up be- 
cause there is nothing else. 

Night clubs are in the same shape. 
First, there is no dancing. They are 
all still operating — and crowded 
more than could ordinarfly be be- 
lieved—but take away the show and 
the grapple amon, the customers, 
and you've taken away a lot of 
the come-on, The crowding ex- 
plains a lot of things. The ordi- 
nary German who is not carrying 
a gun has made a Jot of money and 
can’t buy anything with it; so he 
spends it. Champagne—still to be 
had—is about 20 bucks a bottle but 
they swizzle it like beer. 

Play Yank Tunes 

More curious, however,’is the fact 
that even after America entered 
the war orchestras in the Berlin 
cafes were still playing American 
tunes. The most popular, however, 
was ‘We'll Hang Our Washing on 
the Siegfried Line’ (British), but 
with a German version to the 
words. There is a midnight curfew, 





but if one’s wallet is loaded he can 
stick around all night. 

Film production has degenerated 
into propaganda films. Latest big- 
shot output is a’ pic monickered 
‘Frederick the Great’, wherein the 
old man’s shortcomings are given a 
ride. Goebbels, in explaining just 
why, said the film was made long 
before the Germans got stopped in 
Russia and had no parallel with 
modern times. 





Dowzer Succeeds Moon 


As ¢.M. of Mutual, Mich. 


Detroit, June 9. 

From his post of head booker, Al- 
len Dowzer has been raised to gen- 
eral manager of Mutual Theatres of 
Michigan. He succeeds Raymond E. 
Moon, who has been appointed as 
special home office representative of 
20th-Fox to assist William Gehring, 
sales manager of the central divi- 
sion. 

Prior to serving as head of Mu- 
tual, Moon for many years was an 
executive of Cooperative Theatres of 
Michigan and one-time Detroit 
branch manager for Universal. 








GRECIAN CONQUEST 


Hollywood, June 9. 
The coveted role of Pilar in Par- 
amount’s ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 
goes to Katina Paxino, Greek actress. 
B. G. DeSylva and Sam Wood 
made the’ decision after viewing 





vere si honored. 


scores of tests. 





COCALIS’ ESTATE 


Theatre Owner’s Gross, $1,109,157— 
Court OKs Accounting 








Elizabeth, N. J., June 9. 
An accounting of the estate of the 
late Soteros A. Cocalis, Greek im- 
migrant flower seller who rose to 
Ownership of 38 theatres, was ap- 
proved in Orphans’ Court here Fri- 


day (5) by Judge Walter L. Het- 
field. Cocalis was a resident of this 
city. 

The court permitied an amend- 
ment of the will, changing terms 
which the executors asserted would 
have encouraged a daughter of 
Cocalis to seek a divorce. 

The daughter, Mrs. Mara Cobouris 
of Jackson Heights, L. I., was left 
$25,000 on the provision she marry 
an Orthodox Greek Catholic, which 
her husband is not. The court per- 
mitted the executors to pay her 
$16,666.67 in $500 quarterly install- 
ments each year plus 4 percent in- 
terest, when they explained she was 
married to Cobouris at the time the 
will was made. 

The gross estate, according to the 
accounting, was $1,109,157.87, of 
which the balance on hand was 
$655,861.19. It now consists of 11 
theaters in New Jersey and one in 
Beacon, N. Y., the others having 
been sold. 

The court allowed the following 
executors’ fees: James J. Thompson 
of this city, $21,250, and Evangelos 
T. Hardaloupas, president of the 
Helenic Bank & Trust Co. of New 
York, and William A. Scully of 
Forest Hills, L. 1, each $13,275. 

Monroe A. Stein of this city, 
proctor, was allowed $16,000; Jo- 
seph D. Epstein of this city and 
Nicholas Tomasulo of Rosselle 
Park, appraisers, $750, and Herbert 
M. Ellend of Newark and Saul J. 
Zucker, guardians ad litem for 
three minor heirs, $500 each. 


Ward Kremer, Asbury Park at- 
torney representing another daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Ethel Andrikakas of Well- 
ington, N. C., asked for allowance of 
fees in Mrs. Andrikakas’ petition 
to compel the executors to file an ac- 
counting. The court reserved deci- 
sion on the request. Mrs. Andrika- 
kas under the will was entitled to 
$50,000 if the estate was over $500,- 
000 if she married a Greek Orthodox 
Catholic, which she did. She filed 
her petition in April and the ac- 
counting was filed April 20, 


Permission was given the execu- 
tors to sell the summer home of 
Cacclis at 88 Roosevelt Ave., Deal, 
for the price ofthe mortgage of 
$17,500 plus $50 to Louis Birken- 
feld, the mortgagor. The executors 
said Birkenfeld had agreed to the 
proposal and then withdrew and 
they intended to force him to go 
through with it by appeal to the 
courts. Cocalis paid $35,000 for the 
place in 1935 and spent $15,000 on 
improvements, they said. 


Under the will, another daughter, 
Mrs. George MacMillan of Washing- 
ton, was to receive $25,000 if she 
married a Greek Orthodox Catho- 
lic. She forfeited the bequest when 
she married MacMillian in Newark 
in 1940, 


ALL-INDUSTRY FILM 
AGAIN AT THE BAT 


An all-industry feature picture, 
tied in with the war effort of such 
organizations as the Red Cross, 
Navy Relief Fund, War Emergency 
Fund and USO, may take definite 
form today (Wednesday) at the 
meeting of the Hays office directors. 
Proposition has been under discus- 
sion, off and on, during the last 45 
days but not known definitely if in 
shape for presentation to the di- 
rectorate at this time. 


Idea back of project is to turn 
out an all-industry” subject tracing 
historical events in U. S. history. 
At one time Pearl Buck was in- 
terested in proposition. As orig- 
inally outlined the film would be 
for strictly non-theatrical exhibi- 
tion and possibly would be dis- 
tributed by the war work organiza- 
tions interested in putting the film 
together. Would be non-profit 
project. 











Writhing Role 
Hollywood, June 9. 

Universal goes serpentine in ‘Co- 
bra Woman,’ a tale of the Orient 
with Maria Montez, Sabu and Jon 
Hall in the top roles. 

Picture is slated as an early starter 
on the 1942-43 program, with George 
Waggoner as associate producer. 





Australia Unfreezes $1,725,000 Of 


U.S. Distrib Coin; Stil Seek 100% 





vv 


BIOG-MINDED 


Success of ‘Dandy’ Inspires Films on 
Other Stage Notables 








Warner Bros., whose biog of 
George M. Cohan, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ has turned out so success- 
fully, took steps last week to corral 
priority to life stories of other show 
biz figures. 


It registered the titles ‘The Life 
of Nora Bayes,’ ‘The Life of Nora 
Bayes and Jack Norworth’ (Nor- 
worth was Miss Bayes’ husband) and 
‘The Life of Marilyn Miller.’ 

John Barrymore appears set for 
eventual immortalization via a film 
biog. He died Friday night, May 
29, and with the opening of the 
Hays office title registration bureau 
the following Monday (1) morning, 
Walter Wanger was there with ‘The 
Life and Times of John Barrymore.’ 
Two hours later United Artists laid 
claim to ‘Barrymore the Great 


Lover’ and ‘Barrymore the Great’. 








Distribs Split 
Continued from page 7=> 


with no desire for profit of any kind, 
has placed the other major distribu- 
tors in an awkward position, but 
doubted that they will follow suit; 
with at least one possible exception. 
This is 20th-Fox, which is reported 
looking on the $l-a-day rental for 
the shorts, regardless of the house or 
run, with some favor. 

Among others, while no policy has 
been laid down officially, it is under- 
stood Metro will not deviate from its 
original intention of marketing the 
shorts on a basis of the same rental 
scales as its*‘regular briefies are sold, 
with variance in price dependent 
upon the run. Also unofficially, it 
is said that Warner Bros. is consider- 
ing similar means of marketing the 
Victory shorts. Metro has subscribed 
to making the largest number, nine, 
while others range from two for Uni- 
versal to four for WB, 20th and RKO, 
and five for Columbia. 

While other distribs very likely 
will be able to show profits on the 
sale of the Victory briefies, Par may 
not, since it will charge only $1 a 
day afier the expense of production 
and prints. The minimum at which 
shorts are ever sold, even in the 
smallest of subsequent runs, is $2 or 
$3. Par, however, will turn over 
any profits it may show at the nomi- 
nal $1 rental, with all clearance be- 
tween runs waived. Company will 
not assess any distribution costs. 

In his letter last week to Joseph 
Bernhard, chairman of the theatre 
division of the War Activities Com- 
mittee in which he outlined his plan, 
agreeing to turn over any profits 
shown on the Victory shorts, Neil 
F,. Agnew of Par said in part, as fol- 
lows: 


‘This plan dispenses with the 
necessity for price arbitration or any 
other unwieldly machinery, the 


operation of which would tend to 
minimize the complete success of 
your extensive campaign.’ 


While not amplifying, the arbitra- 
tion plan which Agnew refers to 
with respect to the Victory shorts 
was set up by the WAC some weeks 
ago. Under it, if an exhibitor didn’t 
agree to a price on the Victory 
shorts, he was to be offered the pic- 
ture or pictures anyway, with the 
matter of a justifiable rental to be 
determined after they had been 
played. WAC to this day has kept 
this plan under its hat. 

In addition to obviating exhibitor 
complaints on rental, with estimate 
being that not more than 10% of the 
country’s accounts will squawk at 
the $l-a-day price, Agnew believes 
that the Par plan ‘will make it a 
simple matter for all exhibitors to 
show these pictures, not only re- 
moving any possibility of price ob- 
stacles, but actually creating an in- 
ducement for their exhibition in 
every theatre in the United States.’ 

A liberal number of prints will be 
furnished on the Par shorts and all 
clearance ‘between runs waived, so 
that a short completing an engage- 
ment in a first-run, will immediately 
go into the next immediate run with- 
out any intervening lapse of time. 

Expecting sales to be fast at the 
nominal $1 rental, with telephone, 
telegraph and air-mail used to close 
many deals rather than making 
salesmen go around on calls, Oscar 
Morgan, shorts sales head for Par, 
believes that the company can cover 
85 to 90% of the country in eight to 
10 weeks. 








U. S. distributors were given au- 
thority this week to transfer 75% of 
the amount permitted out of Aus- 
tralia last year, or about $1,725,000, 
Eight American major companies ac- 
cepted this new arrangement with- 
out prejudice to their efforts to un- 
freeze 100% of coin presently im- 
pounded in Australia and wrovide 
free flow of distributor revenue from 
that country. This is regarded as a 
concession, because considerably bet- 
ter than the initial offer of around 
$900,000, 

Australia allowed the eight Ameri- 
can distributors to remit $2,300,000 to 
U. S. in the fiscal year ended last 
March 1, which was less than the 
$3,100,000 permitted out of Australia 
under the first year’s frozen coin 
pact. Estimated that there is nearly 
$7,000,000 of U. S. distrib money pres- 
ently frozen in Australia and that in 
excess of $1,700,000 is tied up in New 
Zealand. Under the agreement an- 
nounced by New Zealand about a 
month ago, U. S. distributors were 
permitted to ship about $794,000 to 
this country, covering about a year’s 
business there. 

American film company foreign 
managers still are striving to un- 
freeze remaining funds in Australia 
and at the same time are seeking 
free flow of their distributor coin to 
the U. S. without any restrictions. 
Aftitude of foreign managers is 
that they are entitled to 100% of all 
rental coin collected in Australia as 
well as New Zealand because of the 
present dollar differential which 
finds U. S. currency used freely in 
Anzac territory. 5 

Favorable developments are antici- 
pated, too, in Great Britain shortly 
in the frozen money situation, but 
anrouncement likely will be made in 
London. 


COMING WITH A RUSH 
AT 20TH, SEVEN SAILING 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Seven features hit the cameras 
during June at 20th-Fox, registering 
a new high in summer production, 
with 14 others before the lenses or 
in the cutting rooms. 

Starters are ‘Springtime In the 
Rockies,’ ‘China Girl,’ ‘The Meanest 
Man In the World,’ ‘The Ox Bow 
Incident, ‘One Man Army, ‘Ten 
Dollar Raise’ and ‘My Friend Flicka.’ 


Irene Dunne Will Be 
20th’s ‘Lady in Ermine’ 


Hollywood, June 9. 
20th-Fox bought ‘Lady in Ermine,” 
a musical yarn by Rudolph Schauser 
and Ernest Wallisch, as an early 
autumn starrer for Irene Dunne. 
Picture is slated as a producer- 
director job for Ernst Lubitsch as 
soon as he finishes ‘Birthday,’ another 
recent purchase by the Westwood 
lot. 


RAF Successes Hypo WB 
‘Target for Tonight’ Film 


Cashing in on the renewed interest 
in the R.A.F., generated by the gi- 
gantic bombing raids of the British 
air force over Germany and occu- 
pied France, metropolitan New York 
City sales force of Warner Bros. last 
week launched a special campaign 
for bookings on “Target for Tonight.’ 
This feature details, mainly through 
reenactment, a typical night air raid 
by the R.A.F. over European terri- 
tory occupied by the Axis, _. a 

















Sam Lefkowitz, district manager, 


stated that all available prints were 
booked in this area by the end of the 
week, as a result of exhibitor de- 
mand for re-showing of picture, and 
that more than 1,000 new bookings 
likely would be piled up. 


Bennett SOEG Prexy 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Margaret Bennett was elected pres- 
ident of the Screen Office Employees 
Guild to succeed Peggy Vaughn, who 
was given a vote of thanks for her 
past services in behalf of the Guild. 

Other officers are Larry Baird, 
vice president; Glenn Pratt, business 
representative; Claire Hogan, treas- 
urer; Blanche Cole, recording secre- 
tary; Bernard Lusher, financial secre- 
tary, and Jack Reid, warden. 
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Viste in a business that fits right in 
with the war effort e You’re in a busi- 
ness that builds up morale e You’re in 
a business that is made to order for 
times like these e You’re right in the 
“war-help” zone... 


DO SOMETHING 

ABOUT IT 7 | 
You’ve got the pictures...our people 
need recreation... that “escape from 
worry” that all good motion pictures 
afford e Put that story before your 
public with the right kind of advertis- 
ing e It’s good news for all people 
everywhere... spread it round about 
with good, sound, interesting adver- 
tising ...don’t whisper... SHOUT with 
Standard Accessories...Specialty Acces- 

ome CPIOS 3s TPAHSTIETUIP SAP WLOTINY "CAUFQIEOOw»wwrweowews’ 
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PRIZE BABY OF THE INDUSTRY 
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Suit Indemnity By-Law 
And Election of 16 Par 
Directors on Tapis Tues. 


Request for a change in the by- 
laws to indemnify officers, directors 
and employees in case of court 
actions and election of 16 directors, 
are the outstanding items of business 
to come before the annual meeting 
of Paramount stockholders next 
Tuesday (16). Barney Balaban, Neil 
F. Agnew, Stephen Callaghan, Y. 
Frank Freeman, Harvey D. Gibson, 
A. C. Goodyear, Stanton Griffis, 
Duncan G. Harris, John D. Hertz, 
John W. Hicks, Austin C. Keough, 


Earl L. McClintock, Maurice Newton, 
E. V. Richards, Edwin L. Weisl and 
Adolph Zukor have been nominated 
for reelection. 

Proposition to indemnify officers, 
directors, etc., against all costs re- 
sulting from any action to which 
resulting from any action to which 





he is made a party, with the usual | 


exceptions of negligence or miscon- 
duct, would apply to several pend- 
ing suits particularly those relating 
to the William Bioff and George E. 
Browne cases. 


| Conservation Snag 


Continued from page 5 











eh cm SS 
been asked to submit confidential 
figures to the Hays office on the 
quantity of celluloid used in 1940 
and 1941, along with figures show- 
ing how much less stock is being 
used currently. 
Sundry Plans 

At meetings in New York last 
week various ideas for film con- 
servation, in addition to a ceiling on 
prints for various classes of pic- 
tures, were submitted. Distributors 
using fewer prints in distribution 
than the ceilings mentioned were 
naturally in agreement with this 
proposal, while others opposed it. 
One producer-distributor rep sug- 
gested an overall reduction of 20% 
in both negative and positive film. 
Another suggested cutting A and B 
product by 500 feet, estimating that 
in a release requiring 300 prints, 
150,000 feet of film would be saved. 

Suggestion was also voiced for a 
10% cut on prints. On the other 
hand United Artists. reps could not 
undertake any basis for curtailment 
pending decision on next season’s 
production schedule. 

As result of the wide differences 
of opinion and necessity for taking 
into account individual company 
conditions, it is generally 


for cutting raw film stock could be 


established. Producer-distribs were | straightened out. They finally packed |94c per share on 2,901,580 shares of 


therefore asked to cut down on use 
of raw stock in the best possible 
Way without undermining 
tion, either by (1) cutting down on 
running time for pictures, (2) re- 
duction in the number anl running 
time of 


trailers, (3) reduction in 
total number of features. 
Point most strongly stressed, 


however, was that a definite program | 
should be in| 


of film conservation 
the hands of the Hays office so that 
another meeting of producer-dis- 
tributor reps can be held this week 
and complete details prepared to 
show War Production Board officials 
that the industry is cutting down. 

A WPB ruling cutting use of raw 


film stock by approximately 25% 
was reportedly prepared several 
months ago and is being held in 
abeyance pending voluntary com- 
Pliance by the industry. Sudden 
change in war conditions might re- 
sult in enforcement of this regula- 
tion in any event. 





Technical Savings 


Ly, Seco  . apenas ea She, St. >, He 


How to save vital war material 
by technical means in the making of 
films is the problem confronting the 
Production Economy Committee, 
newly appointed by the Research 
Council of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, with 
Daniel Clark and Douglas Shearer 
as co-chairmen, 

Others on the committee are John 
Alberg, John Arnold, Bernard 
Brown, George Carrington, Farciot 
Edouart, Herbert Griffin, E. H. Han- 
sen, Grover Laube, Colonel Nathan 
Levinson, John Livadary, Charles T. 
Lootens, Dr. Burton F. Miller, Wes- 
ley C. Miller, Thomas T. Moulton, 
Joha Nickolaus, Elmer Raguse, Loren 
Ryder and Gordon S. Mitchell. 


produc: | 





*Joh-Stealing’ 


‘Continued from page 3 


peculiar to themselves in that they 
make the transcriptions which take 
their places. We said it was like the 
iceman making a mechanical re- 
frigerator which would ruin his 
route. 

‘They wound up with a battery of 
lawyers who told us we would all 
go to jail if we conspired to control 
the distribution of transcription. I 
don’t know where we are going to 
land, but I know that. the policy of 
recording is suicidal for our people. 
The time has come for the Federa- 
tion tu ‘take matters in its own hand.’ 

Petrillo’s brief talk thus presum- 
ably plunged the union into one of 
the biggest battles it has ever faced. 
According to a resolution passed 
Oct. 1, 1941, the executive board 
adopted a resolution that recording 
be discontinued and the matter left 
in the hands of the president with 
full power to act. 

Petrillo stated, ‘We will make rec- 
ords for home consumption, but we 
won't make them for jukeboxes. We. 
will make them for the armed forces 
of the United States and its allies, 
but not for commercial and sustain- 
ing radio programs. We will make 
them at any time at the request of 
our commander-in-chief, the Presi- 
dent of the United States.’ 





North Says Canned Music 


For Circus Suits Him Fine 


Philadelphia, June 9. 

John Ringling North, president of 
the Ringling Brothers, Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, announced Saturday 
(5) that as far as he was concerned 
the Big Show would go on from now 
on with canned music and its old 
calliope. 

‘The musicians proved to us last 
week that we could get along with- 
out them and now we've convinced,’ 
said a spokesman for the circus. 

The 41 members of the two bands 
walked out last Tues. (2) on orders 


Negro Guild’s Harlem 
Picketing Threat, But ~ 
Brecher Takes Film 


Negro Theatrical Guild and other 
Negro organizations were threaten- 
ing to picket RKO, Loew and 
Brecher circuit houses in Harlem 
last week because of a dispute with 
the chains by Toddy Pictures Co., 
producers and distribs of Negro pix. 
Performer union maintained that re- 
fusal of the theatres to pay a ‘fair 
price’ for Toddy films was keeping 
Negro actors out of jobs. 

Toddy claims to have had three 
features and a short on the shelf 
in New York for four months be- 
cause the three circuits, only oper- 
ators of important houses. using 
Negro product, wouldn’t pay him 
what he felt was a proper rental. 
Ted Toddy, prez of the outfit; finally 
came to terms for one of the films 
with Leo Brecher, operator of the 
Apollo, Harlem Opera House, Re- 
naissance and Odeon. Pic, ‘Take 
My Life,’ opens at the Apollo July 3. 

Although Toddy sells his films to 


some 480 accounts, virtually all of 
the users of colored product in the 
country, he claims that he cannot 
pay union scale to actors and tech- 
nicians unless he gets a reasonable 
rental out of the big Harlem first 
runs. He therefore threatened to 
discontinue making the pictures, 
which led to the consideration by 
the Negro Theatrical Guild of pick- 
eting. 

Execs of the three circuits in- 
volved in the dispute all asserted 
that they wanted to play the films, 
but couldn’t pay the price demanded 
by Toddy. He sold ‘Life’ to Brecher 
for the same figure the other two 
chains offered him. 

Other pics involved are ‘Profes- 
sor Creeps,’ ‘Up Jumped the Devil,’ 
and the short, ‘One Round Jones.’ 
All were made in Hollywood except 








from James C. Petrillo, president of 
the American Federation of Musi- | 
cians, after their contract with the 
circus had expired. Petrillo de- | 
manded a $2.50-a-week raise in 
their $47.50 base pay. 

The band went on with canned 
music and the old circus calliope was 
resurrected. Business continued at 
a brisk pace, live music or no, said 
circus officials. There was no picket 
line as the bandsmen had walked 
out reluctantly. Their leader, Merle 
Evans, said they were ‘perfectly sat- 
lisfied’ with their pay and working | 
| conditions. 
| Most of the musicians had hung | 








agreed | around the Big Top all week in the | quarter, after all charges in both in- 
that no uniform or percentage basis | hopes that the dispute between the | stances. This improvement of nearly 


circus and the union would be 
up and left over the weekend. North | 
| indicated that he didn’t care if they 
never came back. 

The circus is making a two-week’s | 
| stand here—first time in history. All | 
| previous stays in Philly were limited | 
ito one week. Some business or- | 
| ganizations are grumbling, claiming | 
ithat a long stay would take too| 
|much dough out of Philly. Nabor- 
hood film exhibs are likewise grous- 
ing over the long stay. 

Musicians union’ ordered a picket 
line around circus. Picketers said 
they would follow the circus on its 
tour. The line was ordered by Pe- 
trillo and consists of 21 of the circus 
musicians. 








CCNY’S THEATRE MGR. | 
COURSE; SKOURAS (0-0P 


J. J. Apatow, formerly instructor 
in psychology at Rutgers, has added 
motion picture theatre management | 
2 DO One Re. 
ness, College of the City of N. Y. 
This is part of the school’s plan to 
provide specialized training that 
will fit grads to carry on in a prac- 
tical manner in the business world. 
New course gets under way this fall. 

Skouras Theatres has agreed to 
cooperate by spotting graduates into 
various houses where the C.C.N.Y. 
students are fitted and spots are 
available. 


Tough Costumery Fire 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Fire which swept through the 
United Costumers plant on Monday 
(8) destroyed 5,000 military uni- 
forms. 











the briefie, which was lensed in New 
York. 


PAR’S FIRST QUARTER 
THLTS TO $2,915,000 


Despiic = decline of about $106,000 
in theatre earnings as represented by 
Paramount's “irect and indirect net 
interest etockholder in non-con- 
solidated subsids, Paramount first 
quarter earnings were estimated by 
the company to be $2,915,000, as 
against $2,475,000 in comparable 1941 








as 


$445,000 over last year is equal to 


common as against 89c on 2,496,620 
common shares in the first quarter 
last year. 

Company reported that the earn- 
ings included $544,000, representing 
Par’s direct and indirect net interest 
as stockholder in combined undis- 
tributed earnings for the quarter in 
partially owned non-consolidated 
subsids (company’s theatre opera- 
tions) and $130,000 of non-recurring 
income. In 1941 initial quarter the 
company’s direct and indirect inter- 





est as stockholder in similar subsids 
amounted to $650,000. 

Paramount pointed out that earn- | 
ings from operations in all foreign 
subsidiaries for the 1942 quarter only 


include those received or determined 
to be receivable in dollars. 
Because the company redeemed 


all outstanding second 
shares last Feb. 3, the 
mated common share 


preferred | 
report esti- | 
earnings im-| 


| mediately after deducting $189,063 of | 


dividends accrued for the quarter on | 
these first preferred shares. Para- | 
mount would show $3.76 per com | 


MAN -« eo “ovr 1949 if tha SA YR wT A 
ape. SEF POPY, a HS a SaaP: PF) Sy 7 
rate of the tirst quarter is maintained sist st 


despite large hike in Federal normal |; 


and sur-taxes, presently being com- 
puted at 40%. 
Paramount Annual Earnings, 1935-42 


PEEP. civvcuaaw ey cceden $3,153,167 
i Peer ery eenses 3,689,020 
1937. errrri rrr 6,045,103 
1958... wwcccccse eoee 2,533, 

1939... sccces occecees 2,737, 

BPE o's n0 cp eb vosdchase 7,633,130 
BORE dc oxen vinobaesd 10,251,242 


(1941 by Quarters) 








The loss may reach $250,000. 


First quarter.......... $2,475,000 
Second quarter....... 1,904,000 
Third quarter......... 3,071,000 | 
Fourth quarter....... 2,801,242 
(1942 by Quarters) 

Wirst’ Quester... 6c. ke $2,915,000 
Second Quarter. ..i.c. esate 
Third quarter. ....csee coves 
Fourth quarter..... ee eeece 


Inside Stuff —Pictures 





Eric Knight, author of ‘This Above All,’ said in answer to questions by 


critics on ‘Speaking of Books’ over WGY, Schenectady, that the current 


picture version of the best seller did not register very sharply with him, 
one way or the other. The English writer added that he worked so long 
on the novel he became ‘sick’ of it and that it ‘died’ with him ‘two years 
ago.’ When he views the film, he notices that some scenes are put across 
more ‘strongly, more movingly.’ Then Knight sees a scene handled in a 
fashion which ‘irritates’ him. The picture is ‘sensitively directed,’ but is ‘a 
mere love story.’ The ‘Dunkirk background’ is omitted, and ‘they’ have 
added a marriage sequence in hospital setting. Knight indicated he dis- 


approved of the latter. 


Edith Lou Walton, book reviewer for the Sunday N. Y. Times, and 
Elissa Landi, actress-writer, (guests) both seemed to say they would not 
care to witness the screen production, on the basis of what Knight said. 
Granville Hicks brought up the matter of the film, which, he remarked, he 


had not yet seen. 


Hollywood reps of Life mag are under fire again, this time from the 
independent producers. Staffers on the national picture book held a peace 
conference with the major studios last month and ironed out complaints 
about the magazine’s coarse coverage of the motion picture scene. Today 
the indies are complaining that they can’t get to first base in Life while 
the majors are hitting home runs with the bases full. Meanwhile, the inde- 
pendents, with an aggregate budget of several millions, are doing their 
space shopping elsewhere. One representative of three indie companies, 
with about $500,000 to spend annually on advertising, is taking four half- 
pages for his next release in Look, without giving Life a look. 


/ 


Homeoffice RKO supervision of theatres under new setup of E. L. Alper- 
son, with James N. Brennan in charge of the east, Solly Schwartz the west, 
does not include the Ike Libson houses in the Cincinnati territory for the 
reason that Libson does not permit any supervision over his string of 


theatres. 


In the west Schwartz is over a number of houses that are operated un- 
der special agreement for RKO by Mort Singer which makes his division 
of much less importance than that of Brennan’s since the vast majority 
of the RKO houses are east of Chicago. 





Arthur, Kanin, Andrey 
Huddle on RKO Film 


Jean Arthur and her husband, 
Frank Ross, are currently huddling 
in New York with Garson Kanin 
and Robert Ardrey on preliminary 
plans for a picture to be produced 
early in the fall for RKO release. 
Miss Arthur will star and Ross will 
produce. Title hasn’t been selected, 
but the story, conceived by Kanin 
and Ross, is described as a ‘realis- 
cic western.’ Ardrey s doing the 
screenplay. Henry Hathaway will 
probably direct it. 

Most of the confabs are being held 
at night, as Kanin’s film producing 
activities for the Government oc- 
eupy his full time during the day. 
Ardrey is doing his writing in the 


daytime. Ross plans to stay east 
for a couple of months more, but 
Miss Arthur has to return to the 


Coast soon for a Columbia pcture 
commitment. 





Willkie’s and Skouras’ 
Holdings in 20th-Fox 


Washington, June 9. 

Wendell Willkie, new board chair- 
man of 20th Century-Fox, holds 1,000 
shares of the company’s no-par com- 
mon, according to the latest report of 
the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion on insiders portfolios. 

The S.E.C. statement also showed 
Spyros Skouras, elected to the presi- 
dency vacated by the death of Sidney 
R. Kent, accounts to 5,250 common 
tickets. 

The only report of trading was a 
belated statement that Y. Frank 
Freeman, Paramount vice-president, 
last December turned in 500 shares 
of second preferred and got 450 com- 
mon ducates, and his wife surren- 
dered 600 of the second preferred 
called for redemption. 
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6TH WEEK! 


BETTE DAVIS 
Olivia de HAVILLAND 
in. “IN THIS OUR LIFE” 
Warner Bros. Hit 
In Person 


CAB CALLOWAY 


And His Show 


STRAND Bway & 47th St. 





JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
B’way, 5ist. Cl, 7-5545 
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Franees Faye 
Composer of 
SHUT MY MOUTH, ‘I Ain’t Talkin’, 
Featured in ‘Headliners of ‘42’ 
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Procter & Gamble Realigns Serials; 
Drops ‘Bartons’ But Keeps Option 
And Hopes to Resume Later 





Procter & Gamble is making a 
general realignment of its schedule 
of network daytime serials, effective 
June 20. Only shows going off the 
air is ‘The Bartons,’ now heard at 11 
am. on WEAF-NBC for Duz soap. 
‘Road to Life,’ now sponsored by 
Chipso, will be transferred to the 
Duz account, taking it from Pedlar 
& Ryan to the Compton agency. 
(Chipso will then share the plugs 
with Camay on the ‘Pepper Young’s 
Family’ serial. 

Although P. & G. is dropping ‘“Bar- 
tons,’ it is retaining: an option on 
the serial and will try to find a place 
for it in the revised budget. Ac- 
count has a high opinion of the) 
program, which it started sponsor- 
ing about a year ago, after the stanza 
had been on the Blue network for a 
year or more. It's authored by Har- 
lan Ware and airs from Chicago 
over an 8l-station hookup. 

There are no further changes in 
the P. & G. evening program setup, 
beyond the previously-announced 
cancellation as of July 1 of the Ran- 
son Sherman show (Ivory soap) 
from the 9:30-10 p.m. spot Wednes- 
days on CBS, and the probable fold- 
ing Aug. 26 of ‘Junior Miss,’ the 
Shirley Temple series (Ivory snow 
and Dreft) from the 9-9:30 p.m. pe- 
riod the same night on CBS. ‘Truth 
Or Consequences’ (Ivory soap) and 
*Abie’s Irish Rose’ (Drene) will take 
a hiatus from the 8-9.p.m. hour Sat- 
urdays on NBC, returning late in 
the summer. 

Revised schedule of P. & G. se- 
rials, with product and agency, as of 
the June 29 realignment, will be: 

‘Lone Journey,’ 10:45-11 a.m., NBC 


(midwest and far west); Dreft, 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert Chi- 
cago). 


‘Road of Life,’ 11-11:15 a.m., NBC; 
Duz, Compton. 

‘Vic and Sade,’ 11:15-11:30 a.m., 
NBC; Crisco, Compton. 

‘Against the Storm,’ 11:30-11:45 
a.m.,. NBC; Ivory soap and Ivory 
flakes, Compton. 

‘Life Can Be: Beautiful,’ 1-1:15 
p.m., CBS; Ivory soap, Compton. 

‘Woman in White,’ 1:15-1:30 p.m., 
CBS; Oxydol, Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert (Chicago). 

*Vie and Sade,’ 1:30-1:45 p.m., CBS; 
Crisco, Compton. 

*Goldbergs,’ 1:45-2 p.m., CBS; Duz, 
Compton. 

‘Pepper Young,’ 2:45-3 p.m., CBS; 
Camay and Chipso, Pedlar & Ryan. | 

‘Mary Marlin,’ 3-3:15 p.m., NBC; 
P. & G. snow, Benton & Bowles. 

‘Ma Perkins,’ 3:15-3:30 p.m., NBC: 


Oxydol, Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
(Chicago). 
‘Pepper Young’ 3:30-3:45 p.m., 


NBC; Camay and Chipso, Pedlar & | 
Ryan. 

‘Right to Happiness,’ 3:45-4 p.m., | 
NBC; P. & G. naptha, Compton. 
Changes give ‘Pepper Young’ an 
added broadcast, while ‘Road of Life’ 
drops one. ‘Vic and Sade’ continues 
to get two airings daily. 


Stockton Helffrich Gets 
Janet MacRorie’s Post | 


Stockton Helffrich is NBC’s new 
appointee to the job of continuity 
acceptance. manager which Janet 
MacRorie resigned in April. Helff- 
rich had been assistant manager of | 
the network’s script department. 

Eugene Juster has been moved up 
to the Helffrich vacancy. 





Lum & Abner Blue Only 


Hoilywood, June 9. 

It will be the Blue network all the 
way for Lum and Abner beginning 
June 29. Rural comics are now air- 
ing on the Blue in the east and 
NBC for the coast repeat. 

Switch eliminates four broadcasts 
@ week, 














Miss Hurst for Prisoners 


Fannie Hurst's ‘Thinking Out 
Loud’ commentator series on WJZ- 
Biue is being carried on the house 
public address system of the New 
York State Prison for Women, at 
Bedford Hills. 

Henrietta Additon, superintendent, 
heard the show and figured it was 
suitable material for her femme in- 





mates. 





Hawkes Directing 





Kirby Hawkes, radio head of 
Benton & Bowles, is making a 
‘comeback’ as a director. During 
the three-week vacation of Don 
Cope he’s personally handling 
the ‘Story of Mary Marlin’ se- 
riat on WEAF-NBC for Procter 
& “amble. 

it’s the first actual directing 
he’s done in some years, 


P&G DENIAL OF 
LEVER BROS. 
CHARGES 


Cincinnati, June 9. 

Procter & Gamble today (Tues- 
day) issued a complete denial of the 
charges contained in an indictment 
which a Boston grand jury had 
handed down against it the day be- 
fore (8). The indictment accused 
P & G and 10 persons of making 
fraudulent use of the mails and con- 
spiring in a scheme to defraud Lever 
Bros. Among the P & G employees 
named were D. Paul Smelser, a di- 
rector of the Co-operative Analysis 
of Broadcasting; Raymond J. Lamp- 
ing and Cleo W. Knappenberger. 

The indictment held that P & G 
had induced and bribed several Lever 
Bros. employees to obtain informa- 
tion, soap samples, confidential data 
and production figures out of the 
Lever files. One defendant, a Lever 
employee, was cited by the indict- 
ment as having received $2,700 for 
his information. 

There is pending in the courts a 
civil suit brought by P & G against 
Lever in 1941 charging it with un- 
fair competition in merchandising its 
Swan brand, as against P & G’s Ivory 
brand. 


FRED WILE, TOM LANE 
INTO OFFICIAL JOBS 


Frederick Wile, Jr., and Tom Lane, 
have left Young & Rubicam witain 
the past week for Government serv- 
ice. Wile has joined the agency’s 
board chairman, Raymond Rubicam, 
on Paul V. McNutt’s manpower 
mobilization setup and Lane, who 
was on radio publicity, is going into 
the war bonds and savings stamps 
division of the U. S. Treasury De- 
partment, 

Lane, now on vacation, reports for 

















CREATED CLASSIFIED RADIO 


WTMJ As 15 Birthday Boast Says 
‘Participation’ Is Its Baby 








Milwaukee, June 9. 

Marking 15 years of broadcast 
on July 25 WTMJ is making some- 
thing of its claim to have ‘origi- 
nated’ the participating type of pro- 
gram. 

WTMJ has seven daily programs, 
several of which have been on the 
air for 10 years or more, of the par- 
ticipating class. 


Levers Place Riggs Show, 
Seek Desirable Niche For 
Edna May Oliver Show 


Lever Bros. has taken over the 
Tuesday 9-9:30 p.m. niche on CBS 
for its Swan Soap summer show, 
headed by Tommy Riggs, which 
starts July 7. Swan terminates its 
connection with the NBC Tuesday 
7:30-8 p.m. period, currently occu- 
pied by Burns and Allen, June 30. 
The contract with the Keystone Net- 
work for the airing of recorded ver- 
sions of the B & A programs over 
179 stations will come to an end a 
week or two later. When Burns and 
Allen return for Swan in the fall 
there is a good possibility that a re- 
cording of their CBS show will be 
aired over a Mutual hookup Sundays 
between 5 and 5:30 p.m. The arrange- 
ment would be without precedence. 
Lever is also looking around for 
a spot in which to put its new Edna 
May Oliver program. It proposes to 
keep ‘Big Town’ going through the 
summer but without the services of 
Edward G. Robinson. 


HUGO SPECK’S RADIO 
DEBUT ON WLW, CINCY 


Cincinnati, June 9. 

Hugo Speck, recently returned 
from Germany on the Drottning- 
thoim, was brought here Sunday (7) 
as special guest of the Ohio Oil- 
sponsored hal? hour program ‘Views 
on the News.’ Speck, former I.N.S. 
man in the Balkans, was one of the 
internees recently exchanged be- 
tween the United States and Nazi- 
dom. 

Speck made his radio debut over 
WLW after which, accompanied by 
his writer-wife, Jane Maggard 
Speck, he.departed for Texas, his 
home state. He will resume for 
ILN.S. July 1 in Washington. 




















(Speck was ‘Variety’s’ representa- 
tive in Paris before the war.—Ed.) 





Wilfred Roberts Joins 
Rockefeller Committee 


Wilfred Roberts, formerly eastern 
production head of NBC, has joined 
the radio staff of the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs. His duties 
will be commercial program contact, 
specifically aiming to integrate the 
agency’s messages into the regular 
scripts of sponsored network shows. 








service in Washington Monday (15). 


Roberts recently resigned from 
NBC. 





Victory Parade’ Books High-Raters 


Into Benny Time 


for War Messages 


en 


Red Skelton program, with Har- 
riett Hilliard and Ozzie Nelson’s or- 
chestra, will be presented intact Sun- 
day night (14) as the second of the 
‘Victory Parade’ series for the Gov- 
ernment in the Jack Benny --time, 
7-7:30 p.m. on NBC-Red. The show 
is heard regularly 10.30-11 p.m. Tues- 
days, also on the Red, for Brown & 
Williamson tobacco. 

Rudy Vallee show, normally air- 
ing 10.30-11 pm. Thursdays on the 
Red for Sealtest, will be the ‘Victory 
Parade’ offering for June 21, Presen- 
tation of June 28 is uncertain, but 
the Edgar Bergen program, regularly 
heard 8-8:30 p.m. Sundays on the 
Red for Chase & Sariborn, will be the 
Government presentation July 5. 
Final three shows of the ‘Victory Pa- 
rade’ series, ending July 26, are un- 
decided, but will probably be select- 
ed from among ‘Aldrich Family,’ 
Benny, ‘Gildersleeve,’ Burns and 
Allen, Kay Kyser, ‘Fibber McGee’ 
and Bob Hope, all regularly on the 
Red. 

Initial offering of the series, Sun- 


day night (7), was the Fannie Brice- 
Frank Morgan show, customarily 
heard Thursdays on the Red for Gen- 
eral Foods. In alj cases, the stars, 
director and writers are donating 
their services- and NBC is contrib- 
uting the time to the Government. 
There are no commercials or spon- 
sor-identifications, but the Office of 
Facts & Figures, which arranged the 
benefit series, is supplying special 
war information and announcements. 

Similar series, titled ‘Victory The- 
atre,’ starts July 20 and runs eight 
weeks, through Sept. 7, on CBS. It 
will occupy the first half of the Lux 
‘Radio Theatre’ spot, 9-9:30 p.m. Mon- 
days. The Lux itself will launch the 
benefit cycle July 20. Thereafter, 
selections of such CBS programs as 
Fred Allen, Screen Guild Theatre 
and the Lucky Strike ‘Hit Parade’ 
will be of half-hour length. As in 


the earlier series on NBC, there will 
be no commercials or sponsor-iden- 
tifications, but only announcements 
from the OFF. 





Inside Stuff—Radio 





representative of radio. 


cinnati, judged the radio entries. 


Oliver, a well known leading lady 


state. 


ex-Mutual Ranger's 3.3. 


better. 


Larence L. Shenfield, of Pedlar & Ryan agency, emphasizes in a letter 
te ‘Variety’ that his agency had no direct contact whatsoever with Jerry 
McGill, author who recently stepped out of ‘Mr. District Attorney.’ McGill 
was employed by Ed Byron as a package producer. Agency had no know]l- 
edge of, and was uninfluenced by, possibility that same writer’s ‘Appoint- 
ment With Crime’ might go on the air for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. 





Claire Wilson, N. Y. radio actress, is a newcomer in the field of par- 
ticipation program conducting. She has a Saturday morning series on WOR 
and Irving Kaufman, the character actor, appears as her Negro handyman. 
Miss Wilson has a tieup with the American Grocery Manufacturers Assn., 
whereby she will run the gamut of Paul V. McNutt’s ‘nutritional chart.’ 
Started with meat last Saturday, a packer sending a slab of beef into WOR 
studios for publicity photographs, etc., to be used in food trades. 





Evidence that broadcasting has yet to do a selling job with public utili- 
ties is seen in the results just compiled by the annual Better Copy Con- 
test of the Public Utilities Advertising Association. 
campaign entries snbmitted by 105 companies only 11 specimens were 
George C. Giggar and Howard Chamberlain, 
manager and assistant program manager, respectively, of WLW, Cin- 


Out of the 1312 ad 





Fred Allen has emerged as the hero of quite a number of pieces in 
the magazines lately. Pieces include ‘The Mighty Allen,’ by Avery Stra- 
kosch in Look; ‘If You Were Mrs. Fred Allen’ by Nanette Kutner in 
Good Housekeeping; ‘Fred Allen Cuts a Slice of Old Vaudeville Ham’ 
in Life; ‘The Ad Lib Champ’ by John K. Hutchens in the N. Y. Times; 
‘Fred Allen and Jack Benny Caption Each Other’ in Pic. 
field is the Texaco program press agent. 


Irving Mans- 





Mrs. L. B. Wilson, wife of the owner of WCKY, Cincinnati, is contem- 
plating a radio series, possibly a commentary on current events from a 
woman’s viewpoint, Before her marriage to the broadcaster she was Jean 


of the legitimate theatre, mostly in 


dramatic stock. She starred in the latter for a period in Cincinnati. 





Hal H. Collins, whose voice has been heard over radios in the Southwest 
for several years as he promoted the Crazy Crystal Water which he owns 
has entered the Texas gubernatorial race. Because of tire shortage he will 
depend largely upon the radio to get before the people in this 254-county 





‘The Lone Ranger’ scored 4.5 to 3.3 for ‘Red Ryder’ in a second Hooper 
check following a previous one the first week in May (as previously re- 
ported in ‘Variety’), in which the Mutual horseman, Ryder, was 4.8 to the 
Change of stations was levelled out as a con- 
fusion factor after some weeks, the Blue believes. 





William S. Paley’s name has lately been mentioned among possibilities 
for one of the U. S. ambassadorships to South America. Head of CBS is 
also reported possibly joining the Signal Corps, probably as a major or 








40 FEWER STATIONS 
FOR JOHNSON’S WAX 


Johnson’s Floorwax is reducing its 
Tuesday night hookup on NBC by 
40 stations. It’s for the summer 
series, which will have Meredith 
Willson substituting for ‘Fibber Mc- 
Gee and Molly.’ 

The account’s regular link runs to 
120 stations, inclusive of Canada, 








JOIN DONOVANITES 


Mitchell Graysen, Jack Goldstein of 
WNYC Under John Housman 








Mitchell Grayson and Jack Gold- 
stein, program director and publicity 
man, respectively, of WNYC, munic- 
ipal station in New York, have 
joined the radio staff of the Co- 
ordinator of Information, under John 
Housman. Both will be producers. 
Grayson produced and directed a 
number of dramatic series at WNYC, 
while Goldstein, in addition to his 
publicity work, wrote continuity and 
produced the station’s college show, 
“‘Tomorrow’s Edition.’ Before join- 
ing WNYC, Grayson was with CBS. 


E. P. EHRICH INTO NAVY 


Edward Price Ehrich, who was in 
charge of syndicated program sales 
for NBC’s recording division, has 
entered the Navy as a lieutenant, 
junior grade. His successor on the 
job is Claude Barrere. 

Before becoming a salesman of 
syndicated program Barrere was 
with NBC’s international division. 








Miriam Wolfe to New York 
Buffalo, June 9. 
Miriam Wolfe left WGR-WKBW 
staff here Friday (5) to return to 


New York ether acting. Will be 
spotted in TBS ‘L's Pretend’ 
dramas. 


Actress, 20, played lead of Liz 
Landers in WGR’s daytimer, ‘Tl 
Find My Way,’ via Mutual. Serial is 





shifting format, writing her out. She 
also produced studio dramas here. 





Swing to NBC At $100,000 a Year 


Never Liked His Sponsor on Mutual Despite Salary 
of $2,400 a Week From Cigar Company 
+ dae 





General Cigar Co. and the J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency won't decide 
for a while on a commentator to re- 
place Raymond Gram Swing in the 
Mutual 10 p.m. spot when the latter 
transfers his allegiance to NBC. The 
latter move is slated for September. 
It’s at a guarantee of $100,000 a 


year, with Swing working on a co- 
operative basis with the network. 
When General Cigar extended its 
time contract with Mutual recently 
it was with the explicit understand- 
ing that it would go on with that 
network in the same spot in the 
event Swing changed networks. 

Swing collects $2,400 a week from 
General Cigar and an additional $30 
per sustaining broadcast from WOR, 
New York. The association between 
Swing and the account has hardly 
been a happy one. The commentator 
frequently complained -about the 
lengthy commercials and the way 
they were phrased. He also didn’t 
like the disinclination of the account 
to consult with him. 

Swing has always wanted an ad- 
vértiser with an institutional mes- 
Sage, and it is reported that NBC 
may produce one of these in Gen- 
eral Electric. 


KUDNER SETS 
BERGEN’S SUB 


Arthur Kudner agency is in 
process of lining up a variety show 
to go into Chase & Sanborn Coffee's 
present Sunday spot on NBC when 
the latter account takes a nine-week 
vacation following Edgar Bergen’s 
June 28 broadcast. The new pro- 
gram will be underwritten by the 
bakers’ division of Fleischmann’s 
Yeast, which like C. & S. Coffee is 
part of the Standard Brands com- 
bine. 

The Kudner-Fleischmann stanza 
will consist of a permanent comic 
who will double as m.c., a guest 
comic, a singer and an orchestra. 
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Gas Ration Helps Summer Radio 





Affect upon radio listening of gas rationing with its stay-at-home 


results is shown in the latest C. E. Hooper report. 


This contrasts 


with similar report of two weeks before as follows: 
In non-rationed St. Paul, Des Moines, St. Louis, Kansas City, Louis- 
ville, Indianapolis, normal warm weather listening drop of nine-tenths 


of point. 


In rationed New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Atlanta, Richmond, 
Washington, Boston, Providence: radio listening has increased despite 


summer by 4 4.6%. 





—_—_—__—— 








DYNAMITE IS 
‘RESPECTABLE? 
AGAIN 


Dynamite, once unmentionable on 
any ‘Cavalcade of America’ program, 
was the subject of the entire DuPont 
commercial on the Monday night (8) 
broadcast of the series on WEAF- 
NBC. Apparent reason for the dras- 
tic switch in policy by the account is 
that the war has again made dyna- 
mite, like all other military arms 
products, respectable. 

The subject of countless anecdotes 
among radio writers for several years 
has been the hypersensitivity of Du 
Pont officials, and, consequently, B. 
B.D. & O. executives, about any men- 
tion of explosives or firearms on 
‘Cavalcade.’ In some cases the Du 
Pont representatives even censored 
mention of rifles or guns from scripts 
dealing with Daniel Boone and Davy 
Crockett. 

Copy Monday night mentioned the 
military uses of dynamite, but 
stressed its value as a ‘prime mover’ 
for the ‘progress of mankind’ in 
peacetimes. Various kinds of dyna- 
mite and its many purposes were 
cited, after which the blurb closed 
with its habitual statement that Du 
Pont ‘helps bring better things for 
better living, through chemistry.’ 


Sailors and Girls Hoof 
In Blue’s Chicago Studio 
During Dance Broadcast 











Chicago, June 9. 
Rug-cutting by sailors and girls 
in the studio audience is a side fea- 
ture of the ‘Bluejacket Hop’ program 
which the Blue Network debuted 
last Saturday night (6). The studio 
dancing is to be a weekly event. 
Besides a studio dance combina- 
tion, the program’s talent consists 
of the Escorts and Betty, Marion 
Mann, Nancy Martin, Michael Roy 
and guests from local theatres. 


Army Chaplains Saluted 


Bill Davidson and Bob Eisenbach, 
former NBC news writers now in 
the Army, have co-authored a sin- 
gie-shot dramatic script, ‘Soldiers of 
God,’ to be presented 8:30-9 p.m. 
Tuesday (16) on WJZ-Blue. 

_ Yarn is about Army chaplains. 
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NEW BLUE TALENT 


Fred Bethel, Ira Marion, John Well- 
ington Join Network 








Three new men have been added 
to the Blue network writing and 
producing staff. Fred Bethel, former 
writer-producer with Mutual, be- 
comes the Blue’s top scripter of 
musical continuity, specifically as- 
signed to the Summer Symphony 
and other classical music shows. Ira 
Marion, formerly with the Federal 
Theatre and more recently a free- 
lance scripter, has joined the writing 
staff. He regularly scripts ‘African 
Trek’ and the new National Assn. of 
Manufacturers series, 

John Wellington, formerly a 
writer and production aide for 
Lanny Ross, has joined the Blue pro- 
duction staff on a free-lance basis. 
Charles Newton and Douglas Mac- 
Kinnon have resigned from the Blue 
script department. Newton has taken 
a Government writing job in Wash- 
ington. MacKinnon, who wrote the 
Walter Damrosch continuity, has sev- 
eral tentative propositions, but has 
no definite plans. 


COAST ALERTS 
RUB OUT RADIO 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Automatic nine o’clock curfew on 
Coast radio was lifted after four 
nights of air blackout lasting till 
daybreak. Interceptor command 
froze transmitters last Wednesday 
with full nightly schedules restored 
Sunday night. 

With Pacific hot spot just now and 
station operators figuring nightly 
silencing might continue for some 
time, plans went ahead for moving 
up commercials. For instance Luck- 
ies Hit Parade normally heard here 
at 9 p.m. was pushed up three hours. 
Networks and indies are counting 
their losses in thousands but hopeful 
end in sight following Jap disaster 
around Midway. 


WAAT, J. C., Moving 


WAAT, Jersey City, shifts to new 
studios and offices atop the Douglas 
hotel, Newark, N. J., about June 20. 
At that time the outlet’s power will 
be increased to 5,000 watts. It is al- 
ready operating 24 hours a day. 

WAAT’s studios are in New York 
at the moment. 














Dallas.—Bob Holton joined WFAA- 
KGKO announcers’ staff. _Replaces 
Richard Perry, gone to Chicago. 





Owners of Spare Equipment Must Tell 


Permit Needed for Radio Material ‘That Might Wind 
Up in Hands of Enemy Agents’ 





Washington, June 9. 
All owners of unlicensed radio 
transmitters—meaning chiefly deal- 
ers and manufacturers but also cov- 
ering foresighted broadcasters with 
Spares in the closet—must get a 
permit from the FCC under an order 
adopted Monday (8). Registration 

Papers must be sought by June 28. 
The ultimatum designed to tighten 
control over apparatus that might 
wind up in the hands of enemy 
agents, will lead to a check on the 
exact location of every bit of trans- 
mitting equipment in the nation. 
This step is in accord with an earlier 





order of the Defense Communica- 
tions Board requiring that the gov- 
ernment should catalog all individ- 
uals possessing apparatus equipped 
for radio transmission. 

The Commish exempted phono- 
graph oscillators, test oscillators 
signal generators and wired radio 
systems, but directed that all other 
persons who do not have a ticket 
‘for the operation of’ a transmitter 
in their possession must step forth. 
Anyone acquiring a ticketed piece 
of apparatus must notify the FCC 
within 15 days and the registrant 
must make a report within 5 days 
whenever the equipment is moved 
from its recorded location. 





{TWO BRANDS NAY 
FOLLOW CAMELS 


Wider Use of Radio Adver- 
tising Looms for Chester- 
field and Luckies—Lanny 
Ross Probable Emcee for 
Camels—aAl Pearce Spurns 
Life in Manhattan 








‘PARADE’ PACKAGE? 





Chesterfield and Lucky Strike may 
follow Camel’s lead in adding an 
hour’s variety program to their net- 
work schedules. In the case of Lucky 
it might be a package in which the 
‘Hit Parade’ idea is incorporated, 
while Newell-Emmett, agency on the 
Chesterfield account, has recom- 
mended a variety setup that would 
provide for the origination of the 
first half hour from Hollywood and 
the second half hour from New York. 

Chesterfield’s present obligations 
are Fred Waring on NBC and Glenn 
Miller on CBS, while Lucky main- 
tains Kay Kyser and ‘Information, 
Please’ on NBC and ‘Your Hit Pa- 
rade’ (45 minutes) on CBS. 

Camel will most likely have Lanny 
Ross in the double role of singer and 
m.c. on its ‘Caravan’ when that hour’s 
program debuts on CBS July 10, Ed 
Wynn may be added to the program 
after a while, and the Andrews Sis- 
ters may also do a hitch during the 
summer. Bill Bacher will produce. 

A report from Hollywood (Tues- 
day) had it that Lucky favored ‘CBS 
Looks at Hollywood,’ which program 
would cheose the picture of the week 
with the courtesy of Lucky Strikes. 
It was also said that the big account 
might drop ‘Information, Please’ for 
the Hollywood stanza, since George 
Washington Hill, American Tobacco 
prez, usually sours on shows that 
can’t do better than 18 in C.A.B. 

Al Pearce had received a bid for 
the m.c. spot, but he turned it down. 
Pearce wasn’t inclined in the first 
place to settle down in New York, 
whence the series will originate, and 
in the second place he didn’t like the 
idea of being guaranteed no more 
than a 13-week cycle. Pearce goes 
off the Camel payroll July 2. 

The others set for the ‘Caravan’ 
are Margo, Herb Sheiner and Xavier 
Cugat. 


BOB BURNS 
MAY LOSE HIS 
SOUP 


Campbell Soup has not resig- 
natured Bob Burns for the fall. Ac- 
count decided to drop the comic 
after he had refused to change the 
routining of the program along the 
lines that it had suggested to him. 

Account had previously blocked 
out the Sunday 9:30-10 p.m. period 
on Columbia for Burns, effective 
Sept. 6, which was to be his return 
date to the network. Burns did his 
last broadcast for the account last 
night (Tuesday). 


‘CHANGE PARTNERS’ 


That’s The Cry Next Week as Boston 
Revamps Affiliations 

















Boston, June 9. 

A wholesale shift in network af- 
filiations by local stations will take 
place Monday (15) when WNAC 
relinquishes the NBC (Red) net- 
work and takes on Mutual; WBZ 
switches from the Blue to NBC-in- 
dependent WHDH accepts the Blue, 
while WAAB of Mutual goes silent 
for two weeks while being trans- 
ferred to Worcester. WEEI remains 
the Columbia outlet. 

WNAC will be 20 years old on 


July 31. 


ORE CIGARETTE REVUES 








Ga-Ga Sound Effects in Copy 





Milwankee, June 9. 


A reader wrote in to complain to The Milwaukee Journal that Pall 
Mall’s modern design ballyhoo—the one that goes ‘On land, ta-ta-ta- 
ta; in the air, b-r-r-r-r, and on the sea to victory—bloop, bloop, bloop’ 
got him down, particularly the bloop, bloop, bloop business. 

Richard S. Davis, columnist, explained that it simply represented a 
new era in radio advertising that crept in when nobody was on guard 


and that ‘it is now a widespread 


practice for alert concerns to ac- 


company their trade messages with the darndest groans, chirps, chants, 
bleats, coos and screams from the front porch a body ever heard.’ 





QUINCY HOWE AT CBS 


His Government Mission Quickly 
Completed—Not What He Expected 








Quincy Howe, who recently re- 
signed as commentator of WQXR, 
New York, has joined the news staff 
of CBS in New York. His first broad- 
cast with the network was on “The 


World Today’ program Monday eve-. 
He will: 


ning (8) for United Fruit. 
remain in New York, at least for the 
present, but has no regularly sched- 
uled time. 

Special Government assignment, 
of an undisclosed nature, for which 
Howe left WQXR at the termina- 
tion of his series May 27 for Hans- 
comb’s bakeries, is said to have been 
completed last week. However, it is 
understood that after starting the 
Government work he found it not as 
anticipated, so he accepted the offer 
previously made by CBS. 


RADIO EDITOR 
IS INDICTED 


Pittsburgh, June 9. 


Darrell V. Martin, former radio 
editor of Sun-Telegraph and Post- 
Gazette here, was indicted last week 
by the June grand jury on charges 
of conspiracy, fraudulent conversion 
and false pretense with his plans to 
publish a broadcasting magazine 
locally. Indicted with him on the 
conspiracy charge was his brother, 
Donald Martin, who is employed in 
the Homestead post-office. 


The charges against the one-time 
columnist were brought by Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Claypool, of New Kensing- 
ton, who claim they gave Martin a 
$2,000 certified check for part inter- 
est in the publication. He assertedly 
told them that two other persons had 
invested $1,000 each in the proposed 
magazine, 

Transaction occurred in October 
and an investigation by county de- 
tectives, on the Claypool’s complaint, 
showed that Martin cashed the $2,000 
check at the Homestead post-office 
through the help of his brother. At 
that time, he is reported to have 
taken $300 in cash and placed $1,700 
in a postal savings account in his 
own name. Conspiracy charge against 
Donald Martin was the result of the 
check-cashing procedure. 











Harold E. Fellows, WEEI, Boston, 
general manager, was elected first 
vice-president of the Advertising 
Club. 





NEWSPAPERS 
GET SOAP 
LINEAGE 


— 


The American Home - Sterling 
Products combine is spending over 
$1,000,000 currently for newspaper 
space. Also soap companies are 


liberally contracting for news- 
print even while handing out 
radio cancellations. While Swan 


was cancelling its spot campaigns in 
radio, newspapers were receiving six 
500-line ads. Procter & Gamble went 
on a wholesale clipping of its night- 
time budgets on the networks, but 
at the same time it placed 75,000 
lines of copy with the newspapers. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet is reported 
as having been similarly inspired. 

Chevrolet is placing two ads a month 
in dailies. What is particularly 
striking about the Chevrolet cam- 
paigns is that the orders carry 
neither a running date nor mention 
of a spot preference. 


John Macdonnell Succeeds 
Corday As Directors’ Sec. 
Guild Opens N. Y. Office 


John Macdonnell has been elected 
secretary of the Radio Directors 
Guild, succeeding Ted Corday, who 
has gone into the Army. He is the 
director and co-scripter,pf the Frank 
Parker show for Squibb. 

The Guild. has taken permanent 
quarters at the Berkshire apartment- 
hotel, N. Y., with Dorothy Dietz in 
chage of the office. She has an ex- 
tensive secretarial and production 
background in radio and legit. 











Eugene Carr’s Roundtable 
For Blue News Editors 


Eugene Carr, assistant director of 
the radio division of the Office of 
Censorship, will head a round-table 
confab this afternoon (Wednesday) 
with writers and editors of the news, 
dramatic and continuity staff of the 
Blue network, 

Subject of the confab will be the 
question of acceptable and unaccept- 
able material on the air during the 
war. 





Scrap Metal Salvage Campaign 


McCann-Erickson in Charge of Institute’s $300,000 
Advertising Fund—To Use Spots 





Lottridge Badly Hurt 


Des Moines, June 9. 
J. Buryl Lottridge, manager of 
station WOC, Davenport, Iowa, is in 
a critical condition there from in- 
juries suffered in an automobile ac- 





cident near Bettendorf, Iowa, last 
Sunday. 
Lottridge went to station WOC 


from station WHO, Des Moines, 
Iowa, where he had served on the 
sales staff. Prior to that he was 
manager of the Oklahoma radio net- 
work and was salesmanager for 
KBUL, Tulsa. 





Spot radio will be used for a 
couple weeks in July for the most 
intensive salvage campaign since 
America’s entry into the war. The 
American Steel and Iron Institute 
has appropriated $300,000, with Mc- 
Cann-Erickson as the agency, for the 
broadcasting of announcements ap- 
pealing to householders and busi- 
nessmen to turn in junk metal, rub- 
ber, rags, paper and manilla rope 
to local depositories. 

The schedule calls for about 300 
stations and the concentration of 65 
announcements cver a period of two 
weeks, 





Howard Costigan is news and spe- 
cial events chief at KOL. 
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Sponsored Program Cooperation with Government 


HOW ADMEN ARE WANDLING WAR MESSAGES 











(Fourth Preliminary Report—Wartime Showmanship Survey) 











— 


———— 








This is the final preliminary 
report. The full statement of 
‘Variety's’ special wartime radio 
showmanship survey will be pub- 
lished later, probably next week. 


Meantime the purpose of the 
preliminary reports has been to 
keep the spotlight burning. Again 
scattered, but typical samples o] 
present activity are collated. 
What follows are reports by and 
to ‘Variety’ of sundry sponsored 
programs that have recently car- 
ried ‘war messages’ to the masses 


via radio: 


Pat Barnes’ Formula For | 
A Participating Prog , 


ram 








‘Today You Are A Sponsor’ was 
the format developed by Pat Barnes, 
who conducts ‘Morning in Manhat- 
tan’ over WEAF, New York, from 
6:30 to 7:30 am. He played up the 
whimsical notion that any listener 
could consider himself or herself 
a radio sponsor by buying stamps 
or .bonds. A certain song, a bit of 
Barnes patriotic doggeret, a gag or 
anecdote was ‘valued’ by Barnes. 
Public was intrigued by the make- 
believe and many wrote in to say 
they had ‘sponsored’ this or that 
element of the program by pur- 
chases. This relatively simple idea 
seems well suited for adaptation in 
many ways, especially to participa- 
tion programs where there are 
many advertisers, One emcee. 

‘Stories America Loves’ (General 
Mills), Monday morning, CBS: Need 
for nurses. Routine spiel at end, 





| Raising Moral Question But | 
Not Answering It | 





‘Pepper Young’ (P&G), Monday 
afternoon, NBC: Price control, Di- 
alog between a woman and an- 
nouncer, at conclusion of regular 
episode. Reasons for price control, 
etc., clearly explained. Incidentally, 
the episode provided a puzzler, in 
that two characters, father of a boy, 
and a mother expressed varying 
points as to’ whether he should be 
permitted to enlist in the Air Corps. 
Seemed to indicate the need for an 
official ‘line’ to be followed, Father 
argued that boy was too young, that 
he should continue in school for 
another year or more, that he was 
underweight and needed building 
up, that he would be a handicap 
rather than the desired asset to 
Army in present condition. Boy 
reluctantly agreed to accept his 
father’s verdict. Mrs. Young, on 
the other hand, was arguing at close 
of episode that the boy should. be 
permitted to enlist; that youth was 
needed in the Air Corps; that youth 
had the nerve and the daring more 
mature men lacked. While the con- 
flicts made for drama, it might con- 
fuse listening mothers with teen- 
aged sons. Question, if raised, 
should perhaps be unequivocally an- 
swered on the same proadcast for 
reasons of morale. 

‘True or False’ (J. B. Williams), 
Monday night, Blue network: War 
Bonds. Smart showmanship, in pre- 
senting the contestants a series of 
‘True or False’ questions on bonds 
and stamps. Queries were put in 
the affirmative and negative, to 
bring out the whole war bond mes- 
sage, who could and should buy 
them, where, how much an indi- 
vidual bond would buy in war 
equipment, cost of army’s daily food 
bill, ete. 

‘Manhattan at Midnight’ (Cummer 
Products), Wednesday night, NBC: 
Need for nurses. Discussed by a 
woman and announcer at end of 
program, clearly, concisely. 


Paen of Praise to The 
American $ In Wartime 
‘Uncle Water’s Dog House’ (Brown 


& Williamson), Wednesday night, 
NBC. No message scheduled, but a 

















telling dialog, with some laughs, 
between a voice, ‘I Am An Ameri- 
can Dollar’ and the voice of a Nazi 
contrasting philosophies of the s0o- 
called new order and the old, what 
the American Dollar has done in 
peace time and what it will do in 
war time, concluding with declara- 
tionrthe American Dollar ‘will make 
the biggest purchase fn history— 
freedom’. Unusual for a commercial 
program to synthesize symbolism 
and comedy, and to do it effectively 
with a war message. 


| Child As Sounding Board | 
| To Glamorize Nursing | 








‘Fibber McGee & Molly’ (Johnson 
Wax) Tuesday night, NBC: Need 
for nurses. A different approach, 
in which the comic and serious 
sides were skillfully merged, was 
used, ‘Sis’ (kid character of show) 
brought up the subject. Started 
talking about ‘We women nurses’ 
and the need for 54,499 of them. By- 
play with Jim Jordan, who said he 
understood number was 55,000. Kid 
replied she had already made ap- 
plication, so the total required was 
one less. ‘Practicing’ on her doll all 
week. Business of. failing to re- 
member she had told McGee. 
Finally, after declaring ‘I am 
serious about being a nurse,” she 
handed him a circular.. This he read, 
simply, sincerely on the need for 
nurses, the reason, etc. He still in- 
sisted he thought ‘Sis’ was a bit 
under-age for the. important nurs- 
ing assignment. Kid declared wo- 


men were better fitted for am- 
bulance duty than men. McGee: 
Why? Lispy kid replied: ‘Who but 


a woman can powder her nose 
through the rear-mirror, straighten 
a seam in her stocking, talk to a 
friend, signal right on a left-hand 
turn and get through traffic?’ She 
kept in character, as did Jordan; 
laughs alternated with points-in 
the message, and the latter was not 
overshadowed by the former. 
‘Portia Faces’ Life’ (General 
Foods) Wednesday afternoon; NBC: 
Price control. A vivid analogy was 
employed in a telephone conversa- 
tion between Editor Baker and a 
subordinate, Anderson, being given 
instructions on how to hammer 
home in the paper the necessity for 
price control. Baker: ‘You were 
vacinated as a preventive against 
small pox, weren’t you? Well, 
price control is a vacination against 


inflation. A price ceiling is im- 
posed to prevent inflation. You 
know what happened in Germany 
after the last war, when inflation 


was let run wild...There are bound 
to be mistakes and confusion at 
first, in putting price control into 
effect, but if people are patient and 
cooperative, we will make the grade. 
Remember to emphasize that prices 
on articles may vary from store to 
store...That’s all right, (as though 
to answer an objection by Ander- 
son). 

Incidentally, this 
marked by the 


episode was 
introduction of a 
new point in the reasons for the 
war—some serial characters are 
plunging deeper and deeper into the 


war, why -and how it is being 
fought, the bombing of specific 
German cities and the like. A wo- 
man, Mrs. Dalrymple, in protest- 


ing to editor Baker about its han- 
dling ‘of murder charge against 
Portia, and the tactics of the rival 
daily,-snorted: ‘You are a fine ex- 
ample ofgwhat brought on the war. 
The good people are just as much 
to blame for it as the bad. The bad 
Cnes couldn’t have gone ahead if 
the good ones hadn’t sat back and 
let them.’ Baker askel: ‘Aren’t you 
getting too emotional, too excited?’ 
Woman replied in affirmative, but 
went on to-illustrate her point with 
a familiar story. 


Xavier Cugat (Camels) Tuesday 
hight, Blue network: Need for 
nurses. Marge and = announcer 


teamed to put across message clear- 
ly. Spotting was in the regular 
course of the program, rather than 
at beginning or end, the two usuals. 





Margo has a war message that comes 
directly from the Government: She 
read: ‘A serious situation has arisen. 
Thousands of nurses have been 
called into the army. Ten thousand 
more are needed. Some of these 
nurses will be taken from your 
home city.’ Getting message right 
down to brass tacks, it was stated 
that if sufficient nurses were not 
trained, ‘one of your family may 
lack necessary nursing care. Write 
to Nurses’ Bureau, 1790 Broadway, 
about enrolling.’ Another angle un- 
derlined was that ‘If you are a re- 
tired or inactive nurse, can some 
other woman with less training re- 
place you in your present work, so 
that you can serve as a nurse? If 
you can’t afford to give your time as 
a nurse’s aide; you can enroll as an 
auxiliary paid worker.’ Margo and 
announcer gave this an excellent 
reading. 


Duffy the Unseen Is Toid 
To Load On Bonds 


Duffy’s Tavern’ (Sanda) Tuesday 
night, CBS: War Bonds. Ed Gard- 
ner whacked this across in his 
out-of-the-corner-of-the-mouth New 
Yorkese_ style, ‘talking’ to Duffy: 
‘Buy war stamps and bonds, If 
President Roosevelt could see and 
talk to you, Duffy [pause without 
laughing—studio guffaws], he would 
say, ‘I want you to invest 10%. of 
your wages in stamps and bonds,’ A 
25c stamp will buy 12 bullets. Buy 
til it hurst, because it is gonna hurt 
Hitler more than it is gonna hurt 
you, Duffy.’ Message at close of 
broadcast. 

‘Mary Marlin’ (P&G), Wednesday 
a.m., NBC: Nurses, Problem focused 
through voices used in two dramati. 
zations. In first, a mother asks doc- 
tor about getting a nurse for sick 
child. He replied that he will try, 
‘put we are desperately short of 
nurses, every nurse I know is busy 
...many have gone into the army’. 
In the second, a man cries, ‘We must 
have a nurse for my wife. She is 
running a temperature of 104.’ Then 
the explanation of shortage of 
nurses, training program for 55,000 
women needed as nurses or nurses 
aides, etc. Dramatizations at open- 
ing of program. 

‘Stella Dallas’ (R. WL. Watkins), 
Friday afternoon, NBC: Gasoline 
shortage. Message woven in strong- 
ly via dialog between Stella Dal- 
las and Muriel Norton, a young 
woman who is giving a ‘civilian- 
protection training program’. Miss 
Norton, visiting Mrs. Dallas in eve- 
ning, remarked: ‘I have a small car 
but I never use it except for busi- 
ness.’ Then into message on neces- 
sity for saving gasoline. Stella Dal- 
las: ‘When I read of the U.S. tanker 
fleet being made smaller by Nazi 
submarines, I think our sacrifices 
are hardly -worth speaking about. 
It seems so little for us to do in 
saving gasoline. What is pleasure 
now? With our boys putting forth 
every bit of effort to win this war 
how can anyone waste gasoline?’ 


| Church-Goers Reminded | 
| Hitler Dethroned Deity | 


‘Hymns of All Churches’ (General 
Mills), Wednesday afternoon, NBC: 
War bonds, Three-star this as one 
of the most unusual and biting dra- 
matizations of a war message heard 
on a daytime serial. Slant rarely 
emphasized on commercial pro- 
grams, although sumetimes under- 
lined on war sustainers, was per- 
fect for the General Mills show. 
Joe Emerson, who leads the choir, 
started the briefie with: ‘In the 
quiet of this inspiration of the 
hymns of every creed, it is hard to 
believe that this would ever be 
heard’ (noise of goose-stepping 
Nazis). ‘Hymns of all churches’, 
snarled a guttural-accented voice, 
‘they must go. There is no God, But 
Heil Hitler’, And voices of the other 
‘Nazis’ joined in the hysterical 
‘Heil’. Continued Emerson, in his 
homey, friendly style, ‘Yes, friends, 
that is a far cry from the freedom 
we now have in our great country, 
to sing and listen to the songs of 























every great faith.’ An announcer 
came in with: ‘But we can lose that 
freedom. For victory, for total vic- 
tory, buy war bonds and@ stamps. 
Our boys are willing to die for our 
country; surely you are willing to 
buy for it. Emerson took up the 
message: “To enjoy the freedom to 
worship as you please, arrange to 
invest 10% of your earnings in war 
bonds and stamps, and keep on buy- 
ing them. That is a small price 
to pay.’ Earlier in the program, 
Betty Crocker (General Mills’ home 
economist) had appeared as guest to 
outline menu suggesticns for Dec- 
oration Day picnics. In speaking 
about picnics, she emphasized they 
should be held within bus or walk- 
ing distance of one’s home, or even 
in one’s back yard. No long drives, 
which would waste gasoline and 
tires. 

‘Young Widder Brown’ (Amer- 
ican Home Products) Wednesday 
afternoon, NBC: Gasoline short- 
age. Nicely handled. Message 
pungently put. 

‘Just Plain Bill’ Thursday morn- 
ing, Blue network: Gasoline short- 
age. Dialog between Bill and 
woman character hit on the note of 


neighborliness in the small town, 
of the sacrifices, 

‘Joyce Jordan’ (General Foods) 
Friday afternoon, CBS: Shortage 
of nurses. Message could not be 
missed by any listener, entire 


episode hinging on Dr. Jordan’s trip 
to Washington to report at Surgeon 
General’s office, to help recruit 
nurses. On train, she is called upon 
to treat the mother of a soidier 
stricken with a slight heart attack. 
Through dialog, reason for Dr. 
Jordan’s journey is brought out. 
Passing war plants, Dr. Jordan ex- 
plains that with the expansion of 
many of these and the building of 
virtually new communities, there is 
added need for. nurses. Story 
cleverly sugar-coated the message. 
Noticeable that at outset, Dr. Jordan 
declared exultingly: ‘I now am part 
of the war effort. We are standing 
on the threshold of a new world, 


etc.’ 
‘Young Dr. Malone’ § (General 
Foods) CBS, Friday afternoon, 


opened with an exceptionally effec- 
tive dialoged message on U.S.O. 
‘Penny’ tells Dr. Malone’s wife she 
has just finished writing a letter 
(closing read on the air) to a soldier 
who has no relative. She obtained 
name, address and age from U.S.O. 
Explains that she wanted to make 
him cheerful, make him feel he is 
remembered back home. ‘I now 
have seven sons (‘adopted’) one for 
every day in the week, to write to. 
I'll love this one more, because he’s 
the first to whom I have written, but 
Tll not let the others know it.’ 
Emphasis on fact ‘I am now part of 
war effort.’ Reference to fact women 
generally should get behind letter 
writing effort. 

‘Women of Courage’ (Colgate), 
Friday morning, CBS, had a ‘Mes- 
sage for American Women’ read by 
a lady, apparently of Italian ex- 
traction, who had been naturalized. 
Short, direct and telling. ‘I am an 
American through naturalization. 
Now that our adopted country is at 
war, we must help every way we 
can. We must do eur share. We 
must repay, in part, what it has 
done for us in time of peace.’ Pro- 
gram offers money prize for ‘mes- 
sage’ of 50 words or less, read on 
air. 

Firestone Hour’, Monday night, 
NBC: Gasoline shortage. Message 
dovetailed into a plan Firestone deal- 
ers have for getting the most out of 
cars, tires, gas. Hugh James, the an- 
nouncer. 

Stepmother’ (Congate), Tuesday 
morning, CBS: Gasoline shortage. 
Clearly explained. One false note in 
‘Stepmother’ dialog seemed to be 
a reference to character driving 500 
or 600 miles at a stretch in her car. 

‘David Warum’ (Sterling Products), 
Tuesday morning, NBC: War bonds. 
Straight message. 

Burns & Allen (Swan), Tuesday 
night, NBC: War bonds. Quip about 





‘cracking’ Hitler and ‘the other two 
bad eggs’ into a pan and ‘frying’ 
them. Moderately effective. 

‘Harvey & Dell’ (General Mills), 


Wednesday morning, CBS: Gasoline 


shortage. Opening sentence cued into 


locale of program, with ‘Hats off 


the folks Down East and Americans 
in 17 states of the East. Car drivers 
in that section know what it is like 
to have gasoline for business only. 
They are making the sacrifice with 
good spirits and no complaints. They 
know that plane pilots come before 
picnics and joy riders. To save gas- 
oline and tires, unnecessary driving 
must be stopped in the 48 states, 
now.’ 





Characters Raise Toast 
To All United Nations 


‘Big Sister’ (Lever Bros.), Wednes- 
day merning, CBS: Need for nurses. 
Dr. Bannister told two other char- 
acters, women, he had come from a 
meeting of physicians called to dis- 
ouss the nursing situation. Went into 
explanation of shortage because of 
nurses. 

Incidentally, 
characters gathered around table, 
suggestion was made of ‘toasts’. One 
was: ‘Here’s to the United Nations 
and their fight for a better world, a 
world where people can live in de- 
cency and in freedom. Here’s to those 
who are or have been making sacri- 
fices that life again be normal, that 
those who thrive on hate will never 
again have a chance to tyrannize the 
world again, etc.’ A toast also offered 
to mothers with sons in or entering 
the army, who make it ‘easy for us 
to go’. 

‘Scattergood Baines’ 
Wednesday afternoon, CBS: War 
bonds, On this broadcast, too, over- 
tones of the war were clearly heard, 
Baines rationalizes, for a woman 
character, the benefits of army train- 
ing for a boy who is an ‘idealist’, De- 
cries those who ask: ‘Why should he 
have to go?’ 


—And In Hollywood 


Hollywood, June 9. 

This film-radio colony has been 
acutely aware of the Government 
and its propaganda wishes for some 
time. Indeed there is a beehive 
here called the Hollywood Victory 
Committee and the newer Office of 
Facts and Figures branch is press- 








ing closely. In general the job of 
Hollywood Has been to _ supply 
names to bait listeners, Perhaps 


it is the celebrity-providing rather 
than idea-providing (to make a dis- 
tinction between the two) that has 
been most characteristic out here. 

The impression is that Hollywood 
is considerably less aware of and 
concerned directly with the ‘Radio 
War Guide’ of the Washington 
O.F.F. At least this seems to be 
something they know more about 
and talk more about in the New 
York advertising centres. 

However coast programs are in- 
tegrating war messages in their 
broadcasts, too. For example, 
Jimmy Fiddler has a $25 war bond 
as a prize for the best slogan about 
war bonds. Sample slogans: 

‘Buy bonds as if your 
pended on it—it does.’ 

‘Buy bonds, the only thing that 
whips the American flag is the wind.’ 

Producer Mann Holiner had his 
Post Toasties scripter, Phil Rapp, 
revive the business of having 
Daddy (Hanley Stafford) explain to 
Snooks (Fanny Brice) the meaning 
of War Stamps and how the safest 
investment for her 30 cents is in 
democracy. She extracted some of 
the money from her shoe and ex- 
plained that the rest was pinned 
to the seat of her panties for safe- 
keeping. Daddy prevails on her to 
buy the stamps, telling her what 
use would be made of the money. 
He emphasizes, ‘why, Snooks, do 
you know that your 30 cents may 
save half the world.’ Her capitula- 
tion is, ‘furn me over, Daddy, so ! 
can save the other half.’ 


life de- 


on this episode, as 


(Wrigley), 
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NATIONAL BRANDS 
ARE oIDETAAGKED 


Publicity Given to Shortages 
Allows Chain Stores to 
Thrust House Products 
Forward 


TRADE FROWNS 








Several major food packers are 
mulling a radio campaign to counter 
what they regard as unfair selling 
tactics which have cropped up 
among chain stores since the Gov- 


ernment instituted distribution ra- 
tioning for such products as coffee 
and tea. The big packers look upon 
the chains as using the war to fos- 
ter more extensively than ever their 
own brands as against nationally ad- 
vertised products. 

The chains, the national packers 
have found, are advising their cus~ 
tomers that they are compelled to 
limit each purchase to a single unit 


‘of such-and-such brand (invariably 


nationally advertised) but, as the 
store clerk then puts it, there is 
nothing to prevent the same cus- 
tomer from buying more than one 
unit of the chain’s own brand. The 
campaign by national packers will 
take the tack that there is no more 
of a shortage in its own brand than 
that of the brands offered by chain- 
stores. 


"WAR MESSAGE’ 
CLINICS IN N. Y. 
AND CHICAGO 








Washington, June 9. 
Huddles with agency, sponsor and 
network production people over 


further allocation of Government 
messages will occur in New York 
and Chicago the end of this week 
when W. B. Lewis, Douglas Me- 
servey, and Seymour Morris from 
the Office of Facts and Figures con- 
duct open forums on greater use of 
radio to promote the war effort. 
The OFF trio will be in New York 
Friday (12) for a session at CBS 
and hop to Chicago for a meeting the 
next day at NBC. 

Samples of the material to be sent 
out for individual use on the chain 
programs but not as part of the fixed 
plan will be displayed at the hud- 
dles, which will be followed up 
later by seminars for writers and 
producers. All factions will get a 
chance to state their reaction to the 
OFF formula by which tedious 
repetition is supposed to be cur- 
tailed and list their desires in the 
way of raw material. 





Knudsen-Samisch Nuptials 


Philadelphia, June 9. 

Adrian Samisch was married yes- 
terday (Tuesday) to Peggy A. 
Knudsen at Media, a suburb of 
Philadelphia. Pair returned im- 
mediately to New York. 

Bride Plays the title part of the 
original Company of ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ on Broadway, having re- 
cently replaced Jo Ann _ Sayers. 
Samisch, a member of the Young & 
Rubicam radio department, was 
formerly a director at Paramount. 








Priscilla Kent’s Program 


New comedy-dramatic series by 
Priscilla Kent starts Sunday (13) on 
WEAF-NBC as a sustainer. It'll be 
heard regularly at 11-11:30 a.m. Sun- 
days. Untitled show is about a 
dizzy family. 

Miss Kent, also author of ‘We Be- 
lieve’ on the same network, is a 
member of the NBC scripting staff. 


SAY GROCERS UTILIZE WAR 





}READER’S DIGEST’ LIKES 


MORNING NEWS HITCH 


B.B.D. & O. agency is inquiring 
about announcement availabilities in 
behalf of Reader’s Digest. The pref- 
erence is for spots next to morning 
news broadcasts, 

The rate will be from three to five 
blurbs a week, 








Ted Weigand On WNBZ, Saranac 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 9. 

Ted Weigand, formerly with WHN, 
New York, and WBBC, Brooklyn, 
has started a program, ‘Your Radio 
Movie Club,’ on WNBZ, Saranac 
Lake. 

Besides his broadcasting activities, 
he was formerly a reporter for the 
Long Island Daily Advocate and the 
Syracuse Post Standard. 





Latest Rumor! 





One of those fantastic rumors 
that inexplicably arise from 
time to time was current in New 
York early this week. 

It was to the effect that Lisa 
Sergio, twice-daily commenator 
on WQXR, New York, is really 
Dorothy Thompson under an as- 
sumed name, 








Todd Hunter Sponsored 
By Kellogg Rice Crispies 
Chicago, June 9. 
Todd Hunter, WBBM news com- 


mentator, takes on a new sponsor, 


Kellogg Rice Crispies, three times 
weekly at 5:30 p.m., CWT. 

J. Walter Thompson agency han- 
died the saie. 





Chorus Singers Deduct From Earnings 


To Share With Drafted ‘Colleagues 





Male members of the chorus of a 
number of network shows have 
agreed to contribute 1% of their 
salaries for the duration to other 
members of the groups who have 
joined the armed services. So far, 
11 singers are included in the plan 
and two others in the army are re- 
ceiving the payments. 

Men joining in the contributions 
are Alex McK.2, Robert Noland, 
Gordon Cross, Alan Holt, Stanley 
McClelland, Glen. Cross, Fred Wald- 
ner, James Davies, Adrian Revere, 
J. Alden Edkins aid Kenneth B. 





Schon, Recipients so frr are G, Nol- 
and and R. Kinne. Programs on 
which the contributing chorus mem- 
bers are heard are ‘Waltz Time,’ 
‘American Melody Hour,’ ‘Manhat- 
tan Merry-Go-Round,’ ‘America the 
Free,’ ‘Army Hour’ and ‘Cities Ser- 
vice.” 





Montreal.— Jacques Catoudal is 
new announcer on CKAC, replacing 
Marcel Sylvain, who is free-lancing, 
Jacques. Lienard-Boisjoli is another 
new announcer, replacing Alain 
Gravel. 
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says 





CHARLES E. WILSON, President, 





“GOOD BUSINESS CITIZENS WILL 
CONTINUE TO ADVERTISE’’ 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY -— 








Good business citizens will continue to advertise.” 


"Advertising is a responsibility of business citizenship. Through advertising every 
business exercises the individual’s right to freedom of expression, This right is . 
a duty as well as a privilege. The individual enjoys his freedoms as a privilege. 
He upholds them as a duty. In time of war the duties of citizenship are not sus- 
pended. During.the war good citizens will continue fo attend their town meetings, 


will continue to vote, and by discussion assist in the formulation of public opinion. 


> 4 To the great names in American business whose continued advertising is a flaming symbol of faith 
in America’s future . . . whose fortitude in fotal war adds anofer shout of defiance fo the enemies 
of free American enterprise and democracy .. . this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station. 
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‘TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES’ 

With Ralph Edwards, Martha Scott 

Quiz 

30 Mins. 

IVORY SOAP 

Saturday, 8:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Compton) 

Two things that can be counted on 
in Ralph Edward’s “Truth or Conse- 
quence’ series (NBC) are enterprise 
and emphasis on human _ interest 
values. Edwards got in plenty of 
each during his broadcast of last 
Saturday night (6). The program 
originated from the front parlor of 
a home in West Townsend, Mass., 
Edwards having moved in is staff of 
14 people, surprise guests and a mess 
of props. 

uring the course of the half hour 
there were two. extra-impressive 
flourishes, In one of these a young 
fellow of the town was called on to 
do the drugstore bit from ‘Our 
Town’ and he was asked to imagine 
he was playin. the scene with 
Martha Scott. A moment or two 
later Edwards told the youth that he 
had a young lady present who would 
read the lines with him. Edwards 
asked the participant whether he 
recognized the visitor. The youth 
answered that she sure was beautiful 
but he wasn’t sure of her identity. 
The visitor was Miss Scott. The lack 
of recognition was deftly glided 
over, and she proceeded to do the 
scene with the loca] youth. Ay 

Other surprise stroke came during 
a conversational passage with the 
mother of the household. Inquiry 
about the whereabouts of her son 
disclosed that he was an ensign on 
duty, supposedly at that moment, in 
Norfolk. Edwa~ds told her that tne 
reward for her co-operation in this 
broadcast was to be found behind 
the parlor draperies. She drew back 
the draperies and there stood her 
son, the ensign. Edwards had ar- 
ranged for the furlough sub-rosa 
with the Norfolk COMPREDCRES, 

ec. 


NEW JERSEY PHILHARMONIC 
Symphonic Concert 

45 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Monday, 9 p.m. 

WHN, New York 


This series of symphonic broad- 
casts by the New Jersey Philhar- 
monic under conductor Henry Nosco 
gives local station WHN an 85-piece 
orchestra. Wot a ‘reat one, or even 
a good one whe. compared to the 
big ten, but it possesses a zeal and a 
living flame that makes up for many 
mechanical mistakes, What if Liszt’s 

reat ‘Les Preludes’ was taken at a 

reakneck speed with occasional 
clashing of woodwinds and strings 
and some slight deviations from 
pitch? Tliese were the unimportant 
factors besides the wholehearted 
efforts of the symphony which 
rlayed the work so eagerly and with 
such enthusiasm that its effect was 
electrifying. 

Selections were well balanced, 
with the Liszt work the leadoff, fol- 
lowed by Robert Schumann’s slow 
but richly melodious ‘Abendlied,’ the 
overture to ‘Galatea’ by Von Suppe 
and closed with Moussorgsky’s 
Ai ‘Night on Bald Mountain.’ 

ith the immense quantity of 
recorded music broadcast, one will 
find more professional and smoother 

erformances of varying works to 
isten to, but for sheer enthusiasm 
this orchestra is hard to beat. 





RCA’s Dividends 


Radio Corp. of America de- 
clared quarterly dividends on 
first preferred and ‘B’ preferred 
shares last week. Divvy on the 
first preferred is 8742c per share; 
on ‘B’ preferred, $1.25. 

Both dividends will be paid 
July 1 to stockholders of record 
June 15. The distributions cover 
the quarter ending June 30. 











‘MEN, MACHINES AND VICTORY’ 
15 Mins. 
Friday, 10.15 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

As part of its drive for $5,000,000, 
the War Production Fund to Con- 
serve Manpower, of the National 
Safety Council, is airing this eight- 
week series on WJZ-Blue. It’s being 
scripted by William Merrick and di- 
rected by Lindsay MacHarrie. Mel- 
vyn Douglas was narrator on the 
first program Friday night (5) and 
William A. Irvin, fund chairman and 
former president of U. S. Steel, was 
guest speaker. Considering the some- 
what tenuous theme.and the skimpy 
production budget (tRere wasn’t even 
an organ for musical background) 
the show was reasonably arresting 
and persuasive. 
. Using the combined documentary- 
dramatization-exhortation technique, 
‘Men, Machines and Victory’ illus- 
trated how planes are used against 
the enemy and how their lack can 
cause soldier casualties. It then tied 
in the thesis that worker carelessness 
causes accidents and loss of indus- 
trial efficiency and time. Parts of 
the latter sequences were remark- 
able gripping. In one, particularly, 
the rhythm of a giant machine press 
and the chatter of a couple of work- 
ers built to a terrifying pitch. It was 
skillfully written and expertly pro- 
duced. Hobe. 


‘DEALER IN DREAMS’ 
With Phil Stewart, Eddie Dunn, Paul 

Brentson and dramatic cast 
15 mins. 

HOLLAND FURNACE 

M-W-F, 9 a.m, 

WGN, Chicago 
(Stack-Goble) 

This program is on six midwest 
stations via transcription. Phil Stew- 
art has had a career based on a 
deep, resonant voice, full of romance 
and close-your-eyes-girls oomph. He 
was lord-in-waiting once to gushy 
Lady Esther. 

Musical background for program 
is provided by Dave Bacal at the 
novachord., Bacal is a resourceful 
musician and adds much to the ro- 
mantic settings throughout. Program 
at first hearing was weak on pro- 
duction but this should clear up after 
first few airings. 

Show is broken into three distinc- 
tive parts, a poetic philosophy, the 
romance of a name and the mend- 
ing of a broken dream. Stewart 
traces the origin of a woman’s name. 
- show caught it was Alice, with 

ckgrounds of famous Alices brought 
out. Dramatic bit and highlight of 
each performance is the mending of 
a dream, in which Stewart and a 
dramatic cast enact a mushy bit. 

Short blurbs by Eddie Dunn as the 
Holland Furnace man, and Paul 
Brentson as straight commercial 
reader... Both have okay voices for 
this type of show. Loop. 
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‘CONSUMER TIME’ 

Talk 

i5 Mins. 

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
Saturday, 12:15 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

On this hearing (6) ‘Consumer 
Time’ was 10% concerned with ad- 
vice and information for consumers, 
and 90% with citizen participation 
in and acceptance of schemes to 
save, salvage -nd share, Thematically 
the ‘self-interest’ of the consumer, as 
such, was submerged under wartime 
emphasis in the ‘nation-interest’ to 
which the consumer can contribute 
by taking less, demanding less, 
grumbling less. Stated another way, 
the quarter hour was Department of 
Agriculture in some spots and in 
manner, but a reflection of the Office 
of Facts and Figures in current 
theme stress most of the way. 

The program’s style is lively. Heed 
is given to keeping the text simple, 
using voices to break te continuity. 
There were direct cues used for 
sound effects and engineering, pre- 
sumably to inject listener interest in 
the actual radio mechanics as well 
as the material going over the radio. 
The bulk of the script was a dialog 
between a male announcer and a 
female announcer, there being sev- 
eral quick scenes to illustrate travel 
congestion in all modes of transit, 
from airplanes to trains to buses to 
private cars. 

Donald Montgomery, of the Con- 
sumers Counsel Division, spoke a 
couple of times. Consumers learned 
that onions will be plentiful and 
should be cheap next week; that 
landiords in rent control areas must 
not succumb to landlorditis. 

The program opens with cash 
register noises and the slc ‘an ‘That’s 
your money——’ 

It’s a listenable session. Land. 





D’ARTEGA 

Discs, Talk 

25 Mins.—Local 
Tuesday, 9:05 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 


Low in the scale of radio contri- 
butions to ‘public interest’ (anyway 
it’s sliced) is the trickery implicit 
in having a speaker talk to and talk 
about phonograph records as if they 
were not. Orchestra leader D’Artega 
is doing just that on WMCA (and 
WOR has a canned vaudeville show 
just started of similar characteris- 
tics) in a program that is thoroughly 
cheap for a station self-branding it- 
self one of America’s great inde- 
pendents. It ought to be inde- 
pendent of this cheap, frayed and 
deceitful kind of small-time radio. 
That D’Artega’s records are imagina- 
tively arranged and pleasant is sec- 
ondary to the vagueness always 
present in the talk as to whether its 
live music or mechanical. The 
present tense of performance when 
applied to the past tense of a tran- 
scription comes close to the ethically 
questionable. Certainly it is not a 
method to win station prestige. 

D’Artega gets radio time and 
newspaper listing out of this. That 
may be enough for him. His public- 
ity yen may excuse him. What's 
the station’s alibi? To fill unsold 
time in the middle of the evening at 
little or no expense is one thing. But 
to use continuity which without say- 
ing so in precise terms does its best 
to allow listeners to mislead them- 
selves is something different. The 
way the continuity ‘identifies’ the 
canned nature of the entertainment 
reminds of that old gag of the flap- 
per screaming for help in a whisper. 

WMCA has been under Edward 
Noble’s management a long time now. 
When does it start showing that class 
Maybe a budget for talent is in order 
if the station really wants to im- 
press people that its now different. 
Programs like this will draw only 
eyebrow-raising in the radio trade. 
WMCA puts a low estimate on its 
own listeners. Land. 


ELEANOR PACKARD 
‘How Goes Italy? 
Interview 

15 Mins.—Local 
Saturday, 4 p.m. 
WOV, New York 


This quarter hour interview (in 
English) was injected Saturday after- 
noon into the Italian language sched- 
ule of WOV. It was spade-calling, 
plain fact-reporting stuff designed to 
deflate the Mussolini mob. It empha- 
sized Italy’s humiliating subservience 
to Hitler, the grafting nature of the 
Italian fascist leaders, the hardships 
and deficiency diet of the Italian 
workers. For a finale Mrs. Packard 
answered a question as to the 
relative fate of Italy under an Axis 
as against a United Nations victory. 
Italy would be happier, freer, better 
if her supposed enemies win than if 
her arrogant ally, Germany, should 
emerge top dog. 

It is to be hoped that WOV has 
had the imagination and enterprise 
to use all this good material in 
Italian elsewhere in its schedule. A 
lot of it would have been lost on 
Italians, for Mrs. Packard throws 
out highbrow phrases, like ‘irre- 
parably damaged in prestige,’ which 
are plainly beyon the meagre 
English of newcomers to these 
shores. 

The idea was splendid. The ma- 
terial high in calories for ses al 

nd. 





Lillian Heermans, from Hollywood, 





is scripting special patriotic programs 
for WHAM, Rochester, N. Y. 


Hooper Ratings 





Latest C. E. Hooper program 
popularity figures for the first 
15 shows are as follows: 

Biokp TRS acscccccencecs Oem 

‘Fibber McGee’ ........++ 30.6 

‘Charlie McCarthy’ ...... 26.2 

‘Aldrich Family’.......+.+ 258 

SOG AMEE wacdecacvar . 248 

Radio Theater ........++. 244 

Catied- SHS 6s. cccicctoe Be 

Walter Winchell ........ 22.1 

‘Mr. District Attorney’ .. 21.6 


EP Sees oe ee 
Ties te. Bemile’ ..ccccce MT 
Wins Cromer os ccccccosed sem 
Pred “AMM ccicccessice Bee 


i epee: i 
MPR © aks vcieccdued - 16.5 


BEN BERNIE’S SERIES 
FOR WRIGLEY ON CBS 


Chicago, June 9. 

Ben Bernie and orchestrae with 
Jack Fulton, Russ Brown, Kings Jes- 
ters Trio and Les Paul, electric gui- 
tarist, tee off Monday (15) over 
WBBM and CBS in a new afternoon 
radio show for P. K. Wrigley Com- 
pany. 

New program, a daily salute to de- 
fense workers and men in armed 
services, will be heard at 4:45 p.m., 
CWT, Monday through Friday, for 
quarter hour. 

Fulton and Brown will alternate 
vocal assignments on the program 
with Kings Jesters and Les Paul pro- 
viding novelty vocal and instrument 
arrangements. A femme vocalist will 











gram. Auditions are being held this 
week to select the gal. Program will 
operate under title of ‘Ben Bernie 
Presents.’ 

Bernie’s daily series replaces the 
‘Scattergood Baines’ program for 
Wrigley’s. 

Arthur Meyerhoff, Chicago, is the 
agency. 





Maritime Milling Looking 
For Spot Availabilities 


Martime Milling Co., of Buffalo, is 
looking around for spot announce- 
ment availabilities and appropriate 
participation shows for its Hunt 
Club Dog Food. 

Everett L. Bowers, Inc., of that 
city, is the agency. 





BILL WILLIAMS, 38, DIES 


Former NBC Engineer Was Captain 
In Air Corps 





Capt. A. T. (Bill) Williams, 38, who 
was on the engineering staff of NBC 
for over five years before joining the 
U. S, Army Air Corps, died in San 
Francisco June 5 following an illness 
of several weeks. Wiiliams was the 
founder of the NBC Flying Club and 
served as instructor in aviation to 
numerous persons connected with the 


network. His first assignment after 
entering the army was as radio pub- 
licity director at Randolph Field, 
Texas. 


Williams came from Dothan, Ala. 
A wife, divorced, and a daughter sur- 
vive. Funeral services will be held 
at the Ward Wilson Mortuary in 
Dothan Friday (12). 





also be a part of the five a week pro-. 


NAME WRITERS 
AID RECRUITING 
BY NAVY 


New recorded dramatic series, not 
yet titled, will be produced by the 
Young & Rubicam agency for the 
Navy, to ballyhoo enlistment. Each 
of the 13 installments, to be written 
by a different scripter, will deal 
with a separate phase of the Navy. 
Program will be aired on local sta- 
tions throughout the country. 

Among the writers. supplying 
scripts are Charles Taswell, True 
Boardman, Brice Disque, Jr.; Ted 
Sherdeman, Harry Ackerman, Jerry 
Devine, Joe Bates Smith, Don 
Sharpe, Paul Franklin, Palmer 
Thompson, Ed Byron and Harry 
Kronman. A couple of them are do.- 
ing two each. 


AFRA-NBC SET 
ON SOUNDMEN 


The American Federation of Radio 
Artists has reached an agreement 
with NBC regarding a new contract 
for sound effects men. Terms of the 
deal, which extends to Nov. 1, 1943, 
call for raises of about 15-18%. 
Union will start negotiations this 
week with CBS for a renewal of the 


contract for production men. 

Ballots were mailed out this week 
for the local election of New York 
representatives to the AFRA na- 
tional board. Votes will be tabu- 
lated June 29. Nine representatives 
will be elected from 15 nominees. 


Station (As Corporation) 
Votes to Invest 10% Of 
Net in War Bonds 


Troy, N. Y., June 9. 

WTRY will invest in war bonds 
to the extent of 10% of the station’s 
net income under action taken by 
director. This plan will be re- 
troactive to January 1. 

It does not interfere with or over- 
lap on the employees’ participation 
plan for purchasing bonds. 


HARMON NELSON INTO 
ARMY, HARDT REPLACES 


Harmon Nelson, Young & Rubicam 
assistant director on the Kate Smith 
program, is slated to go into the 
Army next Monday (15). He will be 
succeeded on the Smith series by 
Tony Hardt, who came east last week 
from the Y. & R. office on the Coast, 
where he assisted on the ‘Silver The- 
atre’ show. 

Jack Sayers, the agency’s Coast 
publicity rep, is east for a special 























assignment. 
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Foreign Language Stations Solicit 


Aid of Radio Directors Guild 





The foreign language radio stations 
are moving rapidly in an attempt to 
give public evidence of their devo- 
tion to democracy and wartime ef- 
forts. A committee headed by Ar- 
thur Simon of WPEN, Philadelphia, 
is meeting tomorrow (Thursday) in 
New York with George Zachary and 
others of the new Radio Directors 
Guild in an effort to obtain assistance 
in preparing patriotic programs for 
sustaining presentation on linguals. 
It is hoped there are directors who 
understand Italian and German who 
would help. A similar approach to 
the Henry Carlton Fisk-Clifton Fadi- 
man War Writers Board is likely. 


Formal appeal has been made to 
Ruthrauff & Ryan for permission to 
use ‘Big Town’ scripts in foreign 
translation. The Lever Brothers 
program, with Edward G. Robinson 
and Ona Munson, has lately been all- 
out against the Axis in theme, For- 
eign stations would like right to use 
material sustaining in the German 
and Italian tongues, 

Station WHOM, New York, owned 
by Joseph Lang, is devoting five 
hours this Sunday (14) to carying out 
the Office of Facts and Figures sug- 
gestion that this year’s Flag Day be 
given a United Nations stress. Di- 
vided into 15-minute segments, each 


Sn. 


) 
Personalities that sell 








What Everyone 
In Radio Likes 


Everyone likes Renewals. 

So everyone seems to be 
happy about sponsorship of 
Wayne Ackley and the News 
over KSO. Everyone includ- 
ing: 


Time-salesmen who fee! 
such accounts are due for a 
long run. 


Advertisers who renew year 
after year, like Central Na- 
tional Bank (second year), 
Socony-Vacuum (second 
year), Flynn Dairy (third 
year) and Sears, Roebuck 
(eighth year). 


Advertisers who are sur- 
prised at sales-response, like 
W. H. Bishop of Food Prod- 
ucts Co. who reported: “Wayne 
Ackley and the News have 
produced more traceable re- 
sults than any cther advertis- 
ing we have used in ten 
years.” 


To more than a million lis- 
teners in Des Moines and Cen- 
tral lowa, Wayne Ackley has 
become a familiar and wel- 
€éome personality—one of the 
many personalities that en- 
able KSO and KRNT to out- 
perform so many other good 
stations. (Ask Katz for the 
complete story.) 


BASIC: BLUE 
AND. MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


ARNT 
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Affiiliated with the 
Des Moines Register and Tribune 





consulate for an allied country wil 
be invited to send a speaker. The 
WHOM house orchestra will play the 
various national anthems, and it is 
hoped to have folk songs and other 
nationalistic elements on the pro- 
grams, the whole cavalcade consti- 
tuting a big multi-lingual salute to 
America’s brothers-in-arms. 


WAR PARADE TO 
GET HEAVY 
AIRING 


New York City radio stations in- 
cluding city-owned WNYC will give 
elaborate coverage this Saturday 
(13) to the ‘New York at War’ 
demonstration. In all, 14 stations 
will carry stuff. WNYC will have 
nine, WMCA seven, and WOR and 
WJZ, six broadcasts. 

The schedule of broadcasts of the 
parade follows: 

WNYC-—-A.M.: 10:30-10:45, 11:30- 
11:45; P.M.: 1:05-1:15, 2:05-2:15, 
3:30-3:45, 4:15-4:30, 6:30-6:40, 8-8:15, 
9:15-9:30, 

WMCA—A.M.: 10:05-10:15; P.M.: 
1:05-1:15, 2:30-2:45, 4:05-4:15, 5:15- 
5:30, 6:45-7, 7:45-8. 

WOR—A.M.: 10:30-10:45, 11:20- 
11:30; P.M.: 12:45-1, 2-2:10, 6:25-6:30, 
6: 55-7. 

WIJZ—P.M.: 12-12:15, 2:35-2:45, 
6:05-6:15; WJZ and Network—A.M.: 
11-11:15; P.M.—4:45-4:55; 7:30-7:45. 

WEAF—A.M.: 10:45-11; P.M.: 3:30- 
3:45. 

WABC—P.M:: 1:45-2, 3:45-4. 

WNEW — 11:45-12 Noon; P.M: 
2:35-3, 4:45-5. 

WQXR—A.M.: 11:05-11:30; P.M.: 
12:15-12:30, 1:40-1:55, 5:30-5:45, 

WLIB—A.M.: 11:30-11:45; P.M.: 
4:15-4:30, 8-8:15. 

WBYN—P.M.: 1:05-1:15, 6:30-6:40, 
9: 15-9: 30. 

WOV—A.M.: 10:15-10:45, 11:45- 
12:05; P.M.: 2-3, 3:05-4:15. 

WEVD—A.M.:: 11:30-11:45. 

WJZ—P.M.: 12-12:15, 


ELLERY QUEEN 
SCRAMS JULY 4 


‘Ellery Queen,’ whodunit series on 
WEAF-NBC for Bromo-Seltzer, goes 
off with the July 4 broadcast. Prob- 
ably it will return in the fall, but the 
account has until the July 4 option 
date to make a final decision on 
that. 

Stanza airs 7:30-8 p.m. Saturdays, 
with the ‘repeat’ show to the Coast 
broadcast the previous Thursday 
night, at 12:30-1 am. Manfred Lee 
and Frederic Dannay write the 
script and George Zachary directs 
for the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 


Consolidated Aircraft To 
Young & Rubicam Agcy.; 
May Use Broadcasting 


Young & Rubicam agency has 
added the Consolidated Aircraft ac- 
count to its list, and out of this asso- 
ciation may come a network institu- 
tional show. 








2:35-2:45, 














Ruthrauff & Ryan had also mad@ a | 


pitch for the business, 


WIP Salesman’s Firing 
Brings Strike Clouds 


Philadelphia, June 9. 

In the midst of negotiations for a 
new contract, the American Com- 
munications Assn. (CIO) and station 
WIP have broken off confabs and a 
strike is imminent. Dispute is over 
the station’s discharge of Leonard 
Bunkin, a salesman. ACA claims he 
was fired for union activity and as 
an attempt at intimidation, while 
WIP officials assert it ‘was necessary 
to readjust its sales department.’ 

Notice of the discharge was made 
last week and becomes effective July 
1, Meanwhile, ACA leaders are 
readying a complaint to the NLRB. 
They also intimate that a strike call 
can be expected shortly. 





Charlottesville Dept. Store 
Takes Baukhage Locally 


Charlottesville, Va., June 9. 
C. H. Williams, local department 
store, is sponsoring ‘Baukhage Talk- 
ing’ over WCHYV, Charlottesville out- 
let of the Blue network. 
Deal started last week. 


LYDIA PINKHAM CURBS 
RADIO SPOT ACTIVITY 


Lydia Pinkham, an account which 
has for years maintained one of the 
biggest spot schedules in the busi- 
ness, last week issued wholesale can- 
cellations. Reason given was that 
the drug outfit had just completed 


one of its rare surveys comparing 
sales to advertising expenditures. 
Pinkham is also a heavy user of al- 
cohol, 

Erwin-Wasey is the agency. 











Union Rep a Lieut. 





Seattle, June 9. 


Leo Moen, for the past two years 
business agent for the radio sec- 
tion of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, has 
been commissioned a first lieutenant 
in the army air corps. Now in 
Washington on duty in the com- 
munications services. 





Station Fires Foreign Language 
Man, Alleging Disregard of Rules 





Philadelphia, June 9. 

Theodore J. Swystun, director of 
Ukrainian programs for WDAS, was 
discharged last week by the station 
for his alleged refusal to submit his 
script to execs for perusal—the sta- 
tions’ policy for all foreign-language 
broadcasts. The firing climaxed 
week of ‘insubordination,’ according 
to Patrick J. Stanton, vice-president 
of WDAS. Denying the allegation, 
Swystun filed suit in Common Pleas 
Court Wed. (3), accusing the station 
of breach of contract. 

Stanton declared that Swystun 
balked at filling out questionnaires 
on his nationalistic affiliations and 
allegiances, as ordered by the De- 
partment of Justice and the Federal 
Communications Commission. He 
finally returned the filled-in forms 
‘under protest.’ 

When the station ordered all an- 
nouncers, foreign-language as well as 
those broadcast in English, to elimi- 
nate all requests, Swystun persisted 
in using recordings asked for by his 
listeners, Stanton charged. When 
Swystun submitted his scripts, he did 
so ill-naturedly, said Stanton. On 
several occasions he ‘surreptitiously’ 
went on the air before he got his 





script okayed, later claiming he 


couldn’t find any station official in 
time. 

Stanton declared he warned Swy- 
stun three weeks in succession (the 
Ukrainian hour is broadcast each 
Saturday). Last week, Stanton said, 
he heard Swystun’s program studded 
with a list of names of listeners, 
against station regulations. After the 
program Swystun was summarily 
fired. 

Swystun, in his petition in court, 
declared the station could not cancel 
his program nor fire him. He de- 
manded that the station continue the 
program and pay him his weekly 
commission of $15. Swystun is soon 
to be inducted iato the Army, and 
the announcer had intended that his 
wife would carry on. 





Charter Heslep of NBC 
Joins Censorship Office 


Charter Heslep has resigned as 
NBC night news editor to join the 
radio news desk of the Office of 
Censorship in Washington. 

Prior to joining NBC, he was man- 
aging editor of the Washington Daily 
News and at one time was assistant 
to the president of the University 
of Virginia. 

















for dubbing 


the nation’s 
outstanding 





children’s program 


Thank you, ladies of the Women’s 
National Radio Committee 


“RAINBOW HOUSE“ gy Y 





soft whisper to 
advertisers: 











‘Rainbow House” today 
commands the largest au- 
dience in its history. Every 
Saturday morning 216,000 
radio homes dial it on 
WOR. 


Write, wire or call WOR, 
at 1440 Broadway, in New 
York, PEnnsylvania 6-8600 
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WEBER, M°COSKER CALL SANDERS BILL AN 


‘OUT’ FOR RIVALS TO AVOID FLY’S HAND 


Mutual Execs cies iil That Option Time 1s 


Repeatedly Used to 


Prevent Mutual Closing 


Contracts With Prospective Advertisers 


Washington, June 9. 


Proposed revision of the 1934 Com- 
munications Act is merely a smoke- 
screen to cover attempts to block ap- 
plication of the anti-monopoly regu- 
lations, the most ardent admirer of 
the FCC reformers’ handiwork, Mu- 
tual, told the House Interstate Com- 
merce Committee last week. The 
tale of MBS woe was poured into 
ears of the House group by Alfred J. 
McCosker, board chairman, and Fred 
Weber, chain genera] manager, in 
several hours of argument against 
the sweeping procedural changes sug- 
gested by the radio barristers and 
backed by CBS and NBC. While 
some overhauling of the administra- 
tive machinery may be desirable, the 
Sanders bill goes altogether too far, 
said Weber and McCos*ez, and has 
for its secret objective scuttling the 
anti-monopoly regulations, not bene- 
fiting the public. 


The law-makers received a detailed 


{lecture on marketing, program-build- 
jin., and time-selling from Webex, 
| who directed most of his fire at the 
| Blue and pointedly directed attention 
'to the failure of the newest RCA 
family member to enter an individual 
ap, -arance at the hearings. Weber 
celled names in charging NBC 
snatched business by exercising op- 
tion-time agreements that shut Mu- 
tu_l out of certain essenti..1 markets 
ard questioned what is behind the 
new Blue rate card, which omits so 
many vital outlets formerly available 
on either NBC skein. 


Fly Rules Praised 

Virtually all of the Mutual testi- 
mony dealt with the prospective 
benefits from the Fly-designed anti- 
monopoly commandments, both 
Weber and McCosker directly an- 
swering the attacks of NBC and CBS 
officials and declaring the allegedly 
adverse consequences upon NBC and 





CBS have been greatly exaggerated. 








B. allowing the FCC to proceed with 
its reforms, Congress will bring new 
competition into broadcasting and 


'thus give the public better service, 


they contended. 

With the warning that free compe- 
tition in radio may disappear if the 
regulations are blocked, McCosker 
slammed the ‘powerful and wealthy 
corporations’ seeking to entrench 
themselves by curbing their curbers. 
The CBS and NBC complaint about 
the Commish isn’t because of the 
procedure, he opened, but because 
the senior chains too often don't like 
the nature of the decisions. The pri- 
mary purpose of the legislative drive, 


‘he charged, is to strip the FCC of 


power to police the industry for the 
general benefit of the public, the 
independently-owned transmitters, 
and any rival networks, 

Vigorous support of the proposed 
Fly rules was registered by McCos- 
ker, who also deplored the suggestion 
the FCC chairman should be shorn 
of the right to participate in de- 
cisions and administrative proceed- 
ings. There is no evidence the Com- 
mish has a ‘common carrier com- 
plex,’ the WOR exec scoffed, and the 
regulations are aimed in exactly the 





opposite direction. If the reforms 
be:ome effective, there will be less 
danger of rate control, interference 
with management, government sy- 
pervision over operating policies, or 
t! eat of program censorship. By 
removing present restraints—imposed 
by CBS and NBC—the Commish 
would give everybody a better chance 
te develop naturally, thus minimiz- 
irg the possibility a government 
agency will step in to maintain irri- 
tating watch on operations. 


They Fiatter Mutual 


The Mutual chief acknowledged 
that cold statistics—such as the senior 
chains presented early i1 the hear- 
ings—show the newcomer has grown 
substantially. But both McCosker 
and Weber drummed away at the 
icea Mutual stil! gets only a tiny 
wedge of pie, compared with the 
NBC and CBS «labs. The percentage 
increase in Mutual revenues has been 
exaggerated, McCosker insisted, not- 
ing the $4,700,000 figure for 1941 is 
puny beside the others’ time sales. 

‘While we are proud of Mutual's 
affiliates and its annual increases 
in revenue, particularly in view of 
the obstacles we have had to over- 
come, we trust you will not be mis- 
led by the figures and charts which 
have been presented by witnesses 
for NBC and Columbia at this hear- 
ing,’ he told the lawmakers, ‘They 
give a flattering but highly exag- 
gerated notion of Mutual’s growth 
and size, 

‘When you compare networks as 
they did, simply in terms of the 
number of affiliates each network 
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A. gripping as it is grim, this poster 
won First Prize in a contest “to promote si- 
lence regarding the movement of military 
equipment and personnel”. . . sponsored 
by the U.S. Army and WBZ, Boston. Open 
to all art-students in Massachusetts, the con- 


test was won by Marguerite 
Miller of Chicago against 269 
competitors. The newspapers co- 
operated ... the students brought 








their creative faculties to bear on the war- 
effort ... the Army got a poster of terrific 
impact ... and Westinghouse Radio Sta- 
tions again demonstrated their ability to 
assume a leading role in the current scene, 
their power to deliver real public service. 














has, and overlook mentioning the 
relative desirability of the stations 
as to power, coverage, location and 
other vital factors, it is very much 
as if you compared the wealth of 
four men according to the number 
of bills each has in his pocketbook 
without looking at the denomina- 
tion of the bills’. 

This slant occupied much of 
Weber's time, the general manager 
going into questions of comparative 
wattage, availability of outlets, and 
the consequences of the time-option 
practice. With the help of several 
complicated exhibits, the Mutual 
general maneger emphasized that 
NBC and CBS have control of the 
‘first choice’ plants in the first 60 
markets, while Mutual is forced to 
use stations only available for 
limited periods and liable to be 
snatched in 26 cities. The aggregate 
wattage of the NBC and CBS sta- 
tions in the principal markets far 
exceeds Mutual’s strength, he noted, 
and there are only 36 cities in the 
entire nation where each web has 
its own full-time station. 

The idea of licensing networks 
appeared fantastic to McCosker, He 
observed the stations already are 
subject to Federal supervision and 
warned the only important effect 
would be more, not less, govern- 
ment interference. He poked fun 
at William S. Paley for tempering 
Columbia’s endorsement of the sug- 
gestion. 

Litigation’ Habit 

Any suggestion that the Commish 
went off half-cocked is wholly un- 
justified, McCosker argued. Noting 
the time elapsing since the start of 
the investigation, he commented the 
fighting is not over yet and every 
possible opportunity has been of- 
fered to submit evidence. The older 
webs have litigated whenever they 
could think of an _ excuse, he 
snorted. Revision of the original 
proposals and adoption of amend- 
ments suggested by Mutual are evi- 
dence the FCC had an open mind, 
rather than arbitrary attitude. 

Mutual has been able to operate 
under the regulation without either 
inconvenience or injury, the board 
chairman declared. He repeated the 
customary Mutual argument that 
optioning is not essential, and that 
Mutual adopted the practice only 
in self-defense, and insisted the 
‘demonstrated’ advantages of the 
Mutual system of doing business 
could be enjoyed more widely if 
the shackles of CBS and NBC con- 
tracts are removed. Exclusivety is 
unnecessary under the formula de- 
vised by the Commish to-insure ac- 
cess to every market, he said, while 
the lack of firm options can be 
‘overcome with a little enterprise 
and liberal use of airmail and the 
telegraph and telephone’. 

Aiming more at NBC than at 
CBS, Weber told at length the ob- 
stacles and troubles Mutual has ex- 
perienced and termed the regula- 
tions an ‘eminently practicable and 
reasonable’ means of eradicating 
abuses. He was particularly en- 
thusiastic about the time-block op- 
tion scheme which the Commish 
would permit, observing it would 
not take away from the Red or 
Columbia more than a fraction of 
the most desirable time now booked 


and would give the Blue bigger seg>. 


ments than it has been able to sell. 
Super-Web Improbable 

During his course in marketing and 
booking, the Mutual general man- 
ager insisted the Commission’s alter- 
native for firm options prevents 
abuses and perpetuates all the pres- 
ent advantages of being able to 
assure advertisers of outlets. The 56- 
day call period is about the time 
needed to set up a program, he ob- 
served. Nothing in the regulations, 
he added, will prevent the carrying 
out of all existing contracts, and the 
idea of a ‘super-network’ is absurd, 
since the highest-powered and most 
desirable transmitters already have 
all the business they can handle. 

Weber pointed an accusing finger 
at NBC in telling how unexercised 
options have been taken up suddenly 
to injure Mutual. He told how the Bal- 
lantine’s beer show was shifted after 
10 of 14 Mutual outlets notified the 
web that NBC was taking the time 
for Canada Dry. Negotiations for 
(March of Time) collapsed when 
NBC threatened to book another pro- 
gram during the half-hour Blue out- 
lets were wanted. Inability to expand 
coverage to additional areas caused 
th. American Tokacco Co. to move, 
he said, and the option device was 
used to lure the J, B. Williams (True 
or False) program. There are other 
instances—the Philip Morris and 
Csod Will Hour programs—where 
Mutual lost accounts because Blue- 
Affiliated outlets were ta’en away 
from Mutual, he said. 

‘We have regularly competed with 

(Continued on page 37) 
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~ From the Production Centres 


OSS ee se?  FHOHOOM 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Tue Rapio TraDde Is Discussinc: Walter Damrosch’s return to NBC 
after brief separation—Weber and McCosker’s praise of Fly at Sanders 
Bill hearings—dizzying number of radio guest dates in east by Made- 
leine Carroll—radio listening increase in gas-rationed areas compared 
to seasonal slump elsewhere—the swing of Ray Swing to NBC—the re- 
form, but positively, of the foreign language stations—the reappoint- 
ment, but not yet positively, of the chairman of the FCC. 


* 
‘ 


“e#eee 





L. B. Wilson back to WCKY, Cincy, Monday (8) after eight days in 
town....Dolphe Martin of WEEI, Boston, here on’a quickie....Charley 
Vanda due in from Hollywood assignment for Bill Paley....Erik Barnouw 
dashed off script on hurry-request from Treasury... .it’s the life story of 
a dollar bili and will be heard tonight (Wednesday) on WABC (7:30), 
with Ezra Stone as the dollar bill.... Young & Rubicam producing under 
Acrian Samisch. 

Peggy Conklin plays the lead Friday night (12) on ‘Grand Central Sta- 
tion,’ in a script by Arnold Pearl....Amanda Randolph playing a maid in 
the ‘Kitty Foyle cast....Lewis Charles handling the early a.m. record 
show on WHN, while Scott Colton recuperates from an appendectomy. . 
Incidentally, Charles is to be married this month, but isn’t revealing her 
name....As one of those balmy exploitation stunts that press agents dream 
up, WWRL sent out a small cake of soap with_ a release about one of its 


programs....but the station didn’t explain the “Hotel Bryant name on the 


wrapper. 
Nancy Douglas has joined the cast of ‘Portia Faces Life’ for Benton & 


Bowles....it’s a singing-dramatic part....Blue network is giving a 
sustainer buildup to vocalist Freddie Stewart....Ira Marion, new member 
of the Blue scripting staff, is now writing the ‘African Trek’ continuity.... 
he also free-lanced last Sunday’s ‘Blue Theatre Piayers’ script....Fred 
Barr, WWRL assistant program director, due for fatherhood... .Pegeen 


Fitzgerald now has three sponsors ». WOR, namely Associated Labora- 
tories, Davidson Bros. and Chemical Treating & Equipment Co....Edgar 
Stehli and James McCallion added to ‘Help Mate’ cast....Breakstone dairy 
products is partially sponsoring the twice-daily ‘Kitchen Kapers’ show on 
WHN. 

Bob Slade, one of the writers of ‘The Nation At War,’ visited WTRY, 
Troy, in connection with the scripting of an episode in which five members 
of an Albany family giving 38 hours every day to America’s war, par- 
ticipated....Nick Carter, WTRY program manager, helped to arrange the 
origination, via the Blue network, and announcer Bob Lewis introduced 
the participants. 

Ea Foreman has joined the Kay Kyser show to supply comedy material 
for Kyser....the program airs tonight (Wednesday) from the Naval Air 
Station at Quonset Pt., R. 1, and June 17 at Quantico, Va....General Mills 
is now giving air credit to scripters....Carl Bixby is billed as ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
adaptor and Howard Teichman is mentioned as ‘Valiant Lady’ author.... 
Skippy Homeier added to ‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ cast....Don Dunphy 
will be married June 20 to Muriel Keating....B. B. D. & O. golf and ten- 
nis outing tomorrow (Thursday) at Pelham Country Club....Elizabeth 
Reller added to ‘Just Plain Bill’ cast....George Baxter playing the killer 
on the ‘Our Gal Sunday’ serial....Lois Wilson, Violet Heming and Bev- 
erly Bayne, all names from films and legit, now listed with Radio Registry 
for regular ether dates....Bob Hawk one of the angels of the new Rodgers- 
Hart musical, ‘By Jupiter’....Claire Neisen added to ‘Joyce Jordan’ cast 
....Edgar Stehli joined ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’.... Frank Gallup an- 
nouncing ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ subbing for Tip Corning, who injured himself 
bumping into a glass door at CBS last week....With ‘Lincoln Highway’ off 
for the summer, Theodora Yates now directs a mere three shows a day, 
‘When a Girl Marries’ and ‘Young Dr. Malone’ (with a repeat)....George 
Milne, chief engineer. elected prez of the Blue Network Athletic Assn., 
with Bud Barry, aide to program chief Phil Carlin, named v.p..... Peter 
Donald, m.c, of ‘Can You Top This?’, joined Stella Dallas troupe. 


Phyllis Jeanne (Creore) doing a singing-acting part on ‘Aunt Jenny’ and 
is playing all the femme parts in ‘History Speaks,’ a platter series for kids, 
for Columbia Records....Richard Ritter, of the Blue production depart- 
ment, has joined the American Volunteer Ambulance Corps....Barry 
Hopkins, Peggy O’Donnell, Carleton Young, Horace Braham and Ethel 
Remey emoting in new ‘Mr. Keen’ case....Robert Waldrop, a stretcher 
bearer in the medical corps at Camp Lee, Va., transferred to the public 
relations staff....Roger Kinne, former chorister in ‘America the Free’ 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Continued from page 36 


| NBC and Columbia for each new ad- 
vertiser and we know that the cir- 
cumstances under which most of 
them have placed their business with 
th> other networks indicate that the 
factors based on these contracts 
either were conclusive against us or 
contributed substantially sto the re- 
sult,’ he wept. ‘The process is still 
going on, and time after time during 
the current year we have had nar- 
row escapes from losing other com- 
mercial programs we are still carry- 
ing, always for the sam. reason. 
Representatives of three of the 
largest advertising agencies in the 
country, handling a very large and 
important volume of national adver- 
tising, have expressly stated to Mu- 
tual that they will net purchase time 
over our network for any client of 
theirs during hours covered by op- 
tion-time provisions unless and until 
Mutual can give assurances equal to 
the* which NBC ana Columbia are 
able to give. In most instances the 
only way we have been able to keep 
the clients has been the argument 
tuat the time is not far distant when 
these regulations will go into effect.’ 

The option arrangements possible 
under the regulations. will protect 
advertisers for the period of the con- 
tract, Weber applauded. He told the 
lawmakers ‘this is no more a disad- 
vantage to one netwo than to an- 
other and is no more an injury to 
or advertiser than another. It can- 
not rightly be considered an injury 
to any one, much less to broadcast- 
ing as an advertising mecium. 
be deemed an injury to 2 network 
which has to give up the exclusive 
option-time privilege, it is relatively 
slight, particularl, when, as in the 
case of the Blue Network, it has only 


| been using a small proportion of the 


time it has under option and its af- 
filiate stations need and desire addi- 
tional revenue. The injury, if any, 
is more than counter-balanced by the 
benefit to the affiliate stations and 
their audiences and by the benefit to 
the public resulting from active and 
fair competition on the merits of the 
competing networks.’ 





Bob Hope Emcees Event 
For Chi Herald-American 


Chicago, June 9. 
Change in plans of committee in 
charge of arrangements for Mac- 
Arthur Day Celebration here, June 
14, brings Bob Hope to-town as 
master of ceremonies for the event. 
Affair to be held at Soldiers’ Field 
is co-sponsored by Treasury Depart- 
ment war saving staff and Herald- 





American, Hearst paper. 
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WFAA, DALLAS, ‘WEEKLY WAGE? POINT 
UPHELD, AVOIDS CLAIM FOR $60,000 


Minority of Supreme Court Sees Law Frustrated by 


‘Device’ — Decision Important 


Owned Situations 


in Newspaper- 





Washington, June 9. 

If they have specific contracts fix- 
ing the weekly wage and providing 
pay for expected overtime work, 
broadcasters, newspaper publishers, 
and other employers of white-collar 
help don’t have to bother about the 
Federal Wage-Hour Law, the United 
States Supreme Court held Monday 
(8) in a 5 to 4 decision ending litiga- 
tion involving the practices of the 
A. H. Belo Corp., owner of WFAA, 
Dallas, and the Dallas News. 

The majority of the umpires held 
complied 
with the statute by adjusting salary 
schedules after Congress enacted the 
‘Fair Labor Standards’ act so that 
pay for extra work is figured by a 
stipulated formula. The majority— 
Chief Justice Harlan F. Stone and 
Associate Justices James F. Byrnes, 
Felix Frankfurter, Robert H. Jack- 
son, and Owen J. Roberts—vigor- 
Ously discarded the Labor Depart- 
ment contention that a contractual 
weekly wage, no matter how much 
or how calculated, is only the com- 
pensation for a standard work-week. 

Seeking to upset lower courts 
which held’ in favor of the Belo 
Corp., the government maintained 
that additional pay must be figured 
on the basis of each hour over the 
40-hour maximum allowed in the 
law. Whether the total pay tops the 
minimum figures set forth in the act 
is of no consequence, the Labor De- 
partment added. 

The majority, in an opinion by As- 
sociate Justice Byrnes, said: 

‘When employer and em- 
ployees have agreed upon an ar- 
rangement which has proven 
mutually satisfactory, we should 
not upset it and approve an in-, 
flexible and artificial interpreta- 
tion of the Act which finds no 
support in its text and which, as 
a practical matter, eliminates the 
possibility of steady income to 
employees with irregular hours. 
Where the question is as close as 
this one, it is well to follow the 
Congressional lead and to afford 
the fullest possible scope to 
agreements among the individ- 
uals who are actually affected.’ 
Such a handling of the problem, 

Justice Byrnes observed, is ‘common 
sense recognition’ of particular con- 
ditions in such businesses as pub- 
lishing. He added that many news- 
paper workers prefer a dependable 
weekly income to fluctuating sums 
depending on the amount of time 


they put in. Congress never said 
such an arrangement is illegal, and 
the judiciary should not outlaw it, 
he continued, 


67c an Hour 


All WFAA and Dallas News work- 
ers, except some mechanical em- 
ployees, were advised that the com- 
pany was guaranteeing a weekly 
wage in excess of the amount speci- 
filed in the law. The arrangement 
provided that a $40-a-week legman 
was paid 67c. per hour and would get 
$40 a week regardless of how long 
he worked. On this basis, he could 
be required to work 54% hours (the 
maximum at>that time was 44 hours 
weekly) before being entitled to any 
extra cash. After being - followed 
for 18 months, this arrangement was 
assailed by the Labor Department, 
which held that WFAA and the 
paper’s employees were entitled to 
reimbursement to the tune of 
$60,000. 

The arrangement, Justice Byrnes 
conceded, unquestionably was de- 
signed to keep the payroll at the 
same level as before the law went 
into effect. Congress did not deny 
an employer the right, however, to 
make such a contract, as long as he 
pays the minimum required, the ma- 
jority spokesman added. The guar- 
anty of a fixed amount ‘carries out 
the intention of the Congress,’ he ob- 
served. 


In the dissenting opinion, delivered 











by Associate Justice Stanley F. Reed, 
the minority complairied that the 
prevailing opinion will permit em- 
ployers and their hired hands to 
‘capriciously select a certain figure, 
unrelated to the wages paid’ and 
agree that it is the ‘regular rate’ of 
compensation. The majority view 
‘frustrated’ the desire and purpose 
of Congress, Justice Reed com- 
plained. 

Use of such a ‘device,’ according 
to the minority, will enable ‘astute 
management’ to duck additional 
labor costs. Smart employers, Jus- 
tice Reed predicted, will ‘avoid many 
of the disadvantages of ordinary 
overtime’ by using the Belo method. 





‘Cream of Wheat’ On 
Blue’s Breakfast Club 


Makers of Cream of Wheat have 
contracted to resume their support of 
the Friday and Saturday editions of 
the Blue Network’s ‘Breakfast Ciub’ 
in October. 





Contract is for 26 weeks. 
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That Lady Literary Wholesaler, 


Irma Phillis, Has Five Serials 





He Forgot 





Story currently making the 
rounds tells of two soldiers 
listening to the recent ‘This Is 
War’ show. The one they had 
tuned in on was on factory pro- 
duction and the privates were 





Irna Phillips will have a 005! AFRA’S RUSSIAN WAR 


daytime serial, ‘Lonely Womer 
the air June 29. It will fill the 2:15- | 
2:30 spot on NBC and plug one of | 
the General Mills product. On the 
same day a new five-year contract 
between Miss Phillips and Procter | 
& Gamble on ‘Road of Life,’ also | 
NBC, became effective. There will | 
be a switch of brands, from Duz to} 





Chipso. Her other shows are 
‘Guiding Light,’ ‘Women in White’ 
and ‘Right to Happiness ‘Lonely 


Women’ replaces ‘Arnold Grimm's 
Daughter.’ 

P. & G. last week renewed eight 
of its daytime serials on NBC. They 
are, besides ‘Road’ and ‘Happiness,’ 
‘Vic and Sade,’ ‘Against the Storm,’ 
‘The Story of Mary Marlin,’ ‘Pepper 
Young’s Family’ and ‘Right to Hap- 
piness.’ 








HOWARD LANE 
FORMING LOOP 
ON COAST 


Hollywood, June 9. 


New California network of six 
‘basic’ links and as many supple- 
mentary units is being organized, 
with Howard Lane, head of the 
McClatchy chain, dominating the 
setup. KMPC in Beverly Hills will 
be the local outlet, with negotiations 
under way for KSFO to serve the 
Frisco area. 

Bevhills station soon goes to 10,- 
000 watts full time, currently operat- 
ing on 5,000 watts daytime and 1,000 
at night. 


- 





RELIEF EVENT JUNE 22 


Chicago, June 9. 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists will present an audience 
show at the Chicago Civic Opera 
House, June 22 for Russian War 
Relief. Chairman of AFRA’s United 
Nations Aid Committee, Mel Galli- 
art, is in charge, with all proceeds 
to go to Russian Relief. Members 
of Chicago’s AFRA local will parti- 
cipate and present the show for 

which plans are now being made. 


June 22 has been officially pro- 
claimed as ‘Aid to Russia’ day by 
Mayor Kelly of Chicago, who is ac- 
tive in relief circles. 








ACTIVITY AT COMPTON 


Wamboldt Due In—Raiston, Haynes 
On Trip te Montreal 








Robert Wamboldt, supervisor of 
the Ransom Sherman show on the 
Coast for the Compton agency, will 
be brought beck to the New York 
office when the Procter & Gamble 
series folds on CBS with the July 1 
broadcast. He'll be given a super- 
visory assignment on some of the 
agency’s shows out of the east. 

Gil Ralston, another program su- 
pervisor with Compton, went to 
Montreal early this week with Storrs 
Haynes, the agency’s editor of new 
scripts, to look over shows there. 
Pair are due back in New York to- 
morrow (Thursday). Helen Roberts, 
formerly with Benton & Bowles, has 
joined the Compton copy depart- 
ment, 

Ted Palmer, one of the assistants 
to William Ramsey Procter & Gam- 
ble radio head, is currently on one 
of his periodic visits to New York 
for agency confabs. 





obviously impressed. So much 
so that as the show drew to an 
end, one jumped and cried: 

‘That's great. I wonder what I 
can do to help.’ 


FOUR NETWORKS 
SELLING SHOW 
TO FORD 


Representatives of NBC, CBS, Mu- 
tual and the Blue Network were 
gathered in Detroit yesterday (Tues- 
day) seeking to get a hearing from 
Ford Motor for their presentations 
of institutional program series. 
NBC is offering an hour’s show, 
while the Blue and Columbia have 
submitted suggestions for evening 
news programs. Maxon is_ the 
agency. 

CBS would like to make it three 
quarter hours a week at 6:45 p.m., 
while the Blue has proposed the 8- 
8:15 niche with repeats at 9:30 and 
11 p.m. 


Quartermasters’ 150 Yrs. 


Washington, June 9. 

The 167th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Army Quartermaster 
Corps will be celebrated Thursday 
(11) in a 30-minute program over 
the Blue skein supervised by Joe 
Bell. The dramatization will include 
Jay Jostyn from the ‘Mr. District At- 
torney’ show and Lieut. Andre 
Baruch, 

A talk by Maj.-Gen. Edmond Gre- 
gory, the present quartermaster gen- 
eral, rounds out the program, 


























WATES WELCH has pe 





— ler four nike 
Of his tea years in the ad- 
vertising business. seven 
have been in radio sales | 
and promotica. 


LEO F. COLE has been 
Cedar Rapids merchandis- 
ing manager of WMT since 
it became a Cowles station. 
His knowledge and experi. 
ence have proven invalu- 
able to WMT advertisers. 


RALPH J. ROWE has han- 
died merchandising for 
WMT in Waterloo for six 
years—one reason why 
WMT produces so well for 
advertisers. His ability has 
been proven by results. 


ARDEN E. SWISHER has 
been merchandising for 
WNAX in Sioux City and 
Yankton two years. For. 
merly in newspaper adver- 
tising and sales prometion 
with a midwest pecking 
company, 


CEDAR RAPIDS-WATERLOO 


KRNT | 


DES MOINES 


Today — every day — is “moving day” 


for YOUR merchandise 


when it is advertised on the Cowles Stations. And it’s not just 


because of the grand job the Cowle 


s Stations do as an advertis- 


ing medium. The follow-up is important, too. 


For, when you buy the Cowles Stations, you also secure the ser- 


vices of four expert merchandising men to supply the extra push 
that helps start the ball rolling — that moves YOUR merchandise. 


These men, attached to the individual stations, supervise an 


esholobat tolm@meisest. te c-t mb cel-bactst-telett-ttele! 
Cedar Rapids, Waterloo, Sioux City 


operation —in Des Moines, 
and Yankton. They are the 


backbone of an individualized merchandising service that would 


be hard to duplicate in a “we-cove 


r-everything” station. 


They, and their staffs, are a part of the Cowles Stations package 


that make it a real buy. They make it “ 


Stations advertisers. They've done 


La: Co t- bh oteer-Velo ME-(eot-bhelt 





moving day” for Cowles 


it before and they are doing 


SIOUX CITY -YANKTON 
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and ‘American Melody Hour,’ 
‘This Is the Army.’ 

Reggie Scheubel’s recent husband has married again....Lyman Bryson 
spiels June 15 before Kiwanis convention at Cleveland....new writer for 
Frank Stanton at CBS sales promotion is Yasha Frank, from program 
service. 

Charles K. Freeman of Chicago a-visiting....Luise Rainier cancelled, 
Tama substituted on WNEW’s Russian War Reliet show today (Wednes- 
day)....Tom Bennett will musicalize Stephen Vincent Benet’s ‘Dear 
Adolph’ series on NBC, which Lester O’Keefe will direct. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: More ingenious handling of war mes- 
sages, sparked by ‘Variety’s’ showmanship survey—The apparent trend, 
for the duration, away from hour shows by underwriters hit by war 
restrictions—The ‘soap boys’ worrying about the fall, eased none by 
the double fold of P. & G.’s Ransom Sherman and Shirley Temple 
entries, 


in the new Irving Berlin soldier musical, 





Eddie Cantor using the phone call bit on his camp shows, and passing 
up the gold braid and shoulder decorations for the humble private and 
gob. First one called up to talk to the folks back home was Henry Oster, 
who-used to peddle ice cream at the Polo Grounds....Russ Johnston, CBS 
program director, taking a month’s leave to serve with the submarine 
patrol. He’s a commercial pilot with an instructor’s rating and one of 
radio’s best fliers....Groucho Marx and Jimmy Durante, in that order, 
filling the guest niche on Post Toasties Time in the absence of Frank 
Morgan. They’re the first of a dozen subs for Morgan and Fanny Brice 

...Frances Scully grooming her ‘Blind Date’ program for camp tours, 
it's an ali-femme layout....Charies Lyon vacationing with the Norris 
Goffs (Abner of L & A)....Mel Ruick, Lux announcer, donned his cap- 
tain’s uniform this week....Helen Woodman, Coast manager of Russel 
Seeds agency, to Chicago for. summer duty with the company and im- 
pending nuptiais with George Bayard, veepee of the Seeds outfit....Alex 
Robb, head of NBC’s program and talent sales here, celebrated his 21st 
anniversary. Ditto on six for Hal Bock, press chief at NBC and Sybil 
Chism, organist for Lum and Abner....Postmaster directed to NBC a 
letter from Russia addressed ‘America, California State, Director of Radio 
Central.’ It proved a good hunch as the enclosure was for Arnold Ju- 
rasky, violinist with the staff orchestra....Jce Leighton of KNX publicity 
staff into the Coast Guard as chief petty officer in public relations de- 
partment....Bob Lee, former Young & Rubicam producer, marking time 
here awaiting a call to training for Royal Air Force....Bob Orr, erstwhile 
Lennen & Mitchell exec, here to heat up a radio deal....Major Tom Lewis 
to Washington for his new war post....Ted Sherdeman using practically 
the same cast as last season for ‘Those We Love’ pinch hitter for. Eddie 
Cantor. Company includes Nan Grey, Helen Wood, Richard Cromwell, 
Francis X. Bushman, Donald Woods, Ann Todd, Mary Gordon and Vir- 
ginia Sale. Eddie Kay directs the music....Hedda Hopper received 52 
American Beauties from ‘her sponsor (Sunkist) on the occasion of her 
birthday....CBS has set up its own bureau here to double check all data 
and announcements pertaining to the war effort. Idea is to convey to 
the listeners that when they catch the tag that the story has been authen- 
ticated by Columbia Bureau of Wartime Information it’s the McCoy.... 
Lyn Murray here from New York to tune up ‘They Live Forever’ finale 
from the Air Force Training Center at Santa Ana..,.Despite that she 
moved to CBS after nine years on NBC and the Blue network, Don Gil- 
man tossed a party for Irene Rich. After the farewell shindy she was 
hailed by CBS....Jim Bloodworth, KHJ scripter, moved to Warners for 
a try at scenarizing, 


IN CHICAGO 


Michael Stewart, basso of ‘Plantation Party,’ will get his Master of 
Music degree from the Chicago Conservatory of Music....Gene Baker, 
NBC announcer and singer, will spend the next month peddling War 
Bonds and Stamps for Uncle Sam throughout the midwest. Goes as 
far west as Wyoming on the trip....Whitey Ford of ‘Plantation Party’ 
has beautiful sun tan acquired while touring with his circus....Tom 
Wallace back from coastal vacation....The National Barn Dance took 
inventory recently and found out that artists on the show came from 
li of the 48 states and none of these the so-called ‘hill-billy states’.... 
Hollie Pearce, formerly supervisor of WBBM engineers, has been named 
assistant to Frank Falknor, Chief Engineer. Pearce replaces Joe Novy 
off to the Navy Radar School....Eddie Dunn, WBBM announcer, is new- 
est master of ceremonies for WBBM’s ‘Victory Matinee.’ Jim Conway 
replaces Dunn on ‘Profiles and Previews’....U. S. Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Byrnes was guest of WBBM during Illinois Bar Association Con- 
vention in town....Charles Victor, WGN announcer, off to Hollywood 
for picture job....He’ll return to WGN upon completion of shooting.... 





dures’....Karl Weber and Arthur Kohl added to cast of ‘Lone Jour- 
ney’....Rene Gekiere, nixed by army, returned to ‘Helen Trent.’ 

Bloyce Wright of NBC off to join announcing staff of WKY, Okla- 
homa City....Pierre Andre slated to handle Grant Park concerts this 
year....Bill Ray and J. F. Whalley of NBC off to New York on busi- 
ness....New faces at NBC include Omar Calzaretta, maintenance clerk, 
Theodore Whipple, Alan Koplar and Harry Mitchell, messengers and a 
trio of guides, Kenneth Farris, Robert Judd and Robert Oswald....Now 
it’s Corporal Bob Thomas of ‘Fitch Bandwagon.’ Stationed at Camp 
Grant and commuting in for the weekly air shows....Luise Barclay 
and Louise Fitch now miking for ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’.. .Mary 
Afflick of WGN is one of few women producers in business, and single 
femme director in Chicago....Roy C. Witmer, NBC veepee, visited 
Chicago the past week... .Judith Waller off to visit Milwaukee and 
Denver educational meets....W. J. McEdwards NBC salesman elected 
1942 president of the NBC Athletic Ass’n of Chicago at annual election 


| last week. Other officers voted in were H. D. Crissey, L. Anderson, Vice- 
| Presidents Laura Satterwhite, secretary and John Wehrheim, treasurer... 


Frank Sternes, formerly of WRAL, Raleigh, N. C., and most recently 
free lancing in Chicago, joined the sales staff of WING, Dayton, Ohio.... 


....Eloise Kummer has been assigned the lead in ‘Road of Life’ on 
NBC....Pat Flanagan, sportcaster, celebrates his 20th year of broad- 
casting June 11. 

Gerhard Schacher, news analyst of WIND, wrote book ‘He Wanted to 
Sleep in the Kremlin,’ that will go on sale July 8 .WGN was singled out 
by National Board of Fire Underwriters for Honorable Mention as one of 
five radio stations in the country for meritorious service in presentation 
of Fire Prevention broadcasts. 
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Reber in L. A. June 15 | 


WBNX ron 





John U. Reber, v.p. in charge of 
radio for the J. Walter Thompson 


agency, is due in Hollywood June 
15. He will be around two or three 
weeks, 

The purpose is twofold; watch 
Bob Crosby make his debut (23) as 
summer pinchhitter for his brother, 
Bing, on the Kraft show and give 
the other Thompson programs a gen- 



































eral lookingover. 


Bruce Foote, baritone, guestedeon WGN Monday for ‘Music That En- 


Josephine Antoine guests on ‘Carnation Contented Hour’ again this week~ 
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~ Pinza’s Release From Ellis Island 


No Surprise to Met; Buys 506 Bonds 





The release of Ezio Pinza from 
Ellis Island by the Government last 
week, after having been held since 
March 12 as an enemy alien, did not 
come as a surprise to his associates 
at the Metropolitan Opera Co. Pinza 
was known to have dropped his 
Fascist leanings shortly after the 
Ethiopian invasion in 1938 and to 
have taken out his first American 
papers. : 

The bass, considered the greatest 
of the past 20 years with the excep- 
tion of Chaliapin, was a mainstay of 


Y the Met, Chicago and San Francisco 


opera companies. Mozart’s operas, 
‘Nozze di Figaro’ and ‘Don Giovanni,’ 
which have been b.o. successes dur- 
ing the past decade, have utilized 
him almost solely as the star. His 
release means the San Francisco and 
Met companies will retain the operas 
in their repertoires after consider- 
ing dropping them. 

Pinza, whose annual gross for 50 
concerts and 35 opera appearances is 
around $75,000-$100,000, will spend 
the summer playing USO camps, 
service organizations and on Govern- 
ment radio shows. He plans to buy 
up to $50,000 in bonds, the limit that 
may be purchased, and donate a por- 
tion of his earnings to U. S. war 
charities. Pinza cannot return to 
Italy, having broken with the Fascist 
party and being subject to instant 
imprisonment there. His sojourn on 
the Island is rumored to have been 
a desire by the Government to secure 
information regarding Fascist so- 
cieties which may have contacted 
him for aid during the past few 
years. 


SPIVAKOWSKY NEW 
FIRST CHAIR IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, June 9. 
Tossy Spivakowsky, violinist of 
New York, has been appointed con- 
certmaster of the Cleveland Orches- 
tra succeeding Hugo Kolberg who 
resigned after failing to come to 








financial agreement with manage- 
ment. 

New concertmaster formerly held 
similar seat with Berlin Philhar- 


monic Orchestra under Fuitwaengler 
and was associated with University 
Conservatory of Meibourne before 
coming to States. 


Earl Wrightson Gets 
- Build-Up On Blue Web 


Earl Wrightson, 26 year old bari- 
tone and protege of Robert Weede 
of the Met, is now appearing on 
three radio programs weekly on the 
Blue network. His shows are Sun- 
days, Tuesdays and Thursdays with 
the time ranging from 7:30 to 8:30. 

~Baritone will concertize at Roch- 
ester today (Wed.). 

He has been signed by the Tren- 
ton Opera Co. for next season, 
tested by Metro a fortnight ago, and 
negotiations are on now for appear- 
ances with the Chicago Opera Co. 
He is working on his operatic roles 
with Armando Agnini, considered to 
rank among the greatest stage direc- 
tors of this century. 


Mona Paulee Added 
Possibility for Mexico 


Mona Paulee, Met mezzo is dick- 
ering with the Mexican National 
Opera Co. where she may appear in 
the summer season during July and 
August. If she goes down for the 
season she will be heard in ‘Aida,’ 
‘Mignon,’ ‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ ‘Ri- 
goletto’ and ‘Carmen.’ 

Singer starts her fall tour 
seven dates on the Pacific coast 
Opening Oct. 12 in Pacific Grove, 
Cal. She spends the full season at 
the Met and will wind 
April with about a dozen 
munity Concert dates. 











Com- 





Shura Cherkassky, pupiF and pro- 
tegee of Josef Hofmann, will have a 
transcontinental tour of some 25 
-dates in Community concerts next 
Season. Pianist is vacationing in 
California. 





Vronsky and Babin, duo-pianists, 
returned to the Pacific coast yester- 
day esday) following an appear- 
ance With the Essex Country Sym- 
phony in Newark. They open their 


+ fall tour of over 50 dates in October. 


Among important engagements are 
a Carnegie Hall recital Dec. 8 and 


‘0 Pittsburgh Symphony in Novem- 
er, 


with | 


up next | 





Joseph Szigeti Booked 
For 30 Recitals in ’42-’43 


Joseph Szigeti has been set for ap- 
proximately 30 concerts so far for 
this fall by the National Concert & 
Artists Corp. Violinist will have ap- 
proximately 50 dates, a record num- 
ber for himself when the books are 
closed. 

Szigeti opens in Washington Oct. 
19 and plays to the end of April. He 
is scheduled for appearances with 
the Toronto, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Philadelphia and N. Y. Philharmonic 
symphonies. He sells for $1,000- 
$1,500 a concert. Szigeti will present 
all the 18 Mozart Sonatas in a series 
at the YMHA in N. Y. between Nov. 
4 and 16 for the first time in the his- 
tory of N. Y. 





Promoters Eye Municipal 
Aud in Springfield, Mass., 
For Opera on Sundays 


Springfield, Mass., June 9. 

Springfield had its opera hopes up 
this week as the ‘Metropolitan Civic 
Opera company,’ listing Ernest J. 
Santoro as general manager and 
Odone Sommovigo as artistic direc- 
tor, made inquiries into availability 
of Municipal Auditorium for 15 con- 
secutive Sundays of opera in the fall. 


Acoustically ideal Auditorium seats 
about 3,600, but lacks curtain which 
means that scenery has to be shifted 
in view of audience. Promoters have 
date with city Property committee, 
| June 19. 








IMPRESARIO GIVES ALL 
PROFITS TO STUDENTS 


Memphis, June 9. 
I. L. Myers, local arts patron, has 
| booked the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo for two performances during 
the week of Jan, 17, 1£43. 

As usual with Myers’ ventures, the 
| profits—if any—will be placed in 
|} musical scholarships for promising 
| progeny of this city. 


ITURBI AS CIVILIAN PILOT 


Has 60 Concert Dates Set For Com- 
ing Season 














Jose Iturbi, the pianist-conductor 
who is an expert amateur pilot, has 
offered his services and been ac- 
cepted by the U. S. as a plane pilot 
in the Civil Air Force. 
currently in N. Y. waiting orders. 

Pianist is booked for his eighth 
successive season with the Roches- 
ter Orchestra next fall and opens 
his concert tour in MidMebury, Vt., 
Oct. 23. He is already booked for 
more than 60 dates counting or- 
chestra appearances and piano s0- 
| loist recitals, and will have his cus- 
tomary 70-90 when the bookings are 
closed in September. Iturbi will 
|have about a half dozen dates as 
lsoloist with symphony orchestras as 
well. 


baadihe Addenda 





Additions to the list of Lewisohn 
Stadium conductors and soloists for 
1942 are: Yehudi Menuhin, July 20; 


July 23; Blair McClosky, June 27, 
land Werner Josten, conductor, July 
9 and 10. 





Rubinstein’s 50 Dates 


of 50 engagements Oct. 27 in New 
Haven. The pianist is booked for 
four appearances with the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra in Philadelphia, N. 
Y.. Washington and Baltimore. 

Rubinstein’s other orchestra ap- 
pearances will be with the Cincin- 
nati, Pittsburgh, Toronto and N. yi? 
Philharmonic symphonies. He seils 
from $1,000-$1,500 a concert. 





Sir Thomas Beecham will return 
|to Seattle in October to direct the 
| Seattle Symphony Orchestra. 





Iturbi is | 


Jascha Heifetz, July 27: Lily Pons, | 
|} With the New Opera Co. in Verdi's | 
|‘Macbeth’ and after returning to the | 


Artur Rubinstein will open a tour 
|she is under contract, is booking her | 


Still Hopeful 


Despite the fact that Tullio 
Serafin, Met conductor, left these 
shores in 1934, and has since 
then become impresario of La 
Scala, Milan, the U. S. persists 
in trying to collect delinquent 
income taxes from him. On 
Monday (1) the Government 
Was granted an extension of 
time to Dec. 1 to locate Serafin 
to serve him. 

When the conductor left, he 
told friends he would never re- 
turn, and his remarks received 
wide publicity. 











TOLEDO GROUP 
SETS SCHEDULE 


Toledo, O., June 9. 

Toledo Museum of Art Concert 
Series for 1942-43 will offer an opera 
for the first time in its history, be- 
ing Puccini’s ‘La Boheme’ on Oct. 
16, with Susanne Fisher; Frances 
Greer (winner of the Sherwin-Wil- 
liams auditions), and William Hain, 
in the leads. Six other events in- 
cluded on the series are as follows: 

Philadelphia, Eugene Ormandy 
conducting, Nov. 4. 

Chicago, Frederick Stock conduct- 
ing, Nov. 18. 

Minneapolis, Dimitri Mitropoulos 
conducting, Feb. 5. 

Cincinnati, Eugene Goossens con- 
ducting, March 19, 

Artur Rubinstein, pianist, Feb. 23. 

Erica Morini, violinist, and Al- 
bert Hirsh, pianist, Jan. 8. 

The Museum. usually offers two 
concert series, but due to present 
uncertain conditions, the second se- 
ries will be dropped. 


MAY BEEGLE’S 20TH YR. 
AS CONCERT PROMOTE 


Pittsburgh, June 9 
May Beegle, Pittsburgh’s No. 
impresario, will celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of her concert 
next season with line-up of 10 at- 
tractions. Jeanette MacDonald will 
sing for benefit of Army Relief Fund 
under Beegle auspices, in special 
event, prior to opening of regular 
subscription series, 
Anniversary season opens in Oc- 
tober with a. Met cpera cast and 














_— 


tinue with Rachmaninoff, Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe, Don Cossack 
Russian singers, Carmen Amaya and 
her flamenco dancers, Helen Trau- 
bel, Trapp Family Singers and Law- 
rence Tibbett 


'Army’s 5,000 Limit On 


| ° H’wood Bowl Concerts 





Hollywood, June 9. 

Night concerts under the stars. 
| capable of filling Hollywood Bowl 
|in peaceful times, are restricted to 
{5,000 customers per concert this 
| summer under wartime orders. Bow] 
| seats around 20,000. 

| To prevent traffic congestion, no 
| tickets will be sold at the bowl 
within 24 hours of a concert. 








FLORENCE KIRK TO RIO 


Columbia Gives Her 
‘Another Rosa Ponselle’ 


Florence Kirk, 28 


matic 





year old dra- 


sopraho, has been signed for 


a minimum of eight performances of 
‘Simon Boccanegra’. ‘Aida’, ‘Trova- 
tore’, ‘Don Giovanni’ and ‘Ballo in 
| Maschera’ for the Rio season. She 


| leaves in the middle of July for Rio. | 


Singer clicked big in N.Y. last fall 


U. S. in late October will again ap- 
pear in that opera in six perform- 
ances. 
|} her way down to Rio. 

Columbia Concerts Corp.;to whom 


|for concerts after Christmas and she 
; will probably have between 15-20 in 
this, her first season. Columbia is 


| going all out on the singer in the | 


expectations that she will develop 
into another Rosa Ponselle. 





Enya Gonzales, Philippine soprano, 
will play her third date with the 
Toronto Symphony since 1940 with 
that orchestra July 2. She is booked 
|for a cross-country tour, starting in 
| Nova Scotia in October 


{ 
| 


series | 


chorus in ‘La Boheme’ and will con- | 
| 


Build-Up As | 


She plans to do concerts on | 





Bidu Sayao Stays in U:S.; 
Feared War Stranding 


Bidu Sayao has cancelled her pro- 
posed South American tour this 
summer and will go to the Cincinnati 
Opera instead, The Brazilian so- 
prano of the Met decided it inad- 
visable to attempt to go to South 
America since she has so many fall 
bookings that she feared any delay 


in transportation might hurt her en- 
gagements in the U. S. 


She makes her Cincinnati debut 
June 29 in ‘Traviata’ and will sing 
two performances each of that 
opera ‘L’Elisir d’Amere’ and ‘Bar- 
ber of Seville.’ 


‘Plenty of Gas For 
Race Touts, But Culture 
Has to Cancel’—Editorial 


Springfield, Mass., June 9. 

Springfield (Mass.) Daily News 
rapped editorially a gas rationing 
system that stills the Boston Sym- 
phony’s programs at the Berkshire 
Symphonie Festival, whilc allowing 
horse and dog racing to go on full 
tilt in this state. 


‘It is a real misfortune that the 
program has to be given up, while 
other activities giving scant benefit 
to anybody except the promoters are 








Tires Not Coin Killed Berkshire Gala: 
Cincy, Lewisohn Chief Summer Events 





Lenox, Mass., June 9. 
The folding of the Berkshire Fes- 
tival for this year leaves only the 
Cincinnati Opera and Lewisohn Sta- 
dium of the big eastern concert 
events operating this summer. 


The festival with the Boston Sym- 
phony had been due to open July 
30 for a series of nine week-end con- 
certs. Reason for the folding was 
not the inability of the Festival to 
meet the orchestra’s budget of 
$85,000 as given out, but the dis- 
covery that approximately 1,000,000 
miles of driving took place in and 
around the Berkshires as a result of 
the festival and its 75,000 attendance. 
Government officials, seeking to save 
rubber, dropped hints, and the Fes- 
tival dropped also. In 1941 the or- 
chestra’s budget was $65,000 so that 
the given out $20,000 hoist was a 
negligible factor. 


However, Serge Koussevitsky, con- 
ductor of the Boston Symphony, will 
operate out of Boston this summer, 
offering open air concerts there. He 
ha: $10,000 raised out of a necessary 
$40,000 and has stated he wil] put up 
the balance” himself if necessary. 
Trustees of the Boston Symphony, 
however, are expected to make up 
the difference. 


CHAVEZ OPENS 14 WEEKS 
OF MEXICAN SYMPHONY 


Mexico City, June 9. 
The Mexican Symphony Orches- 








allowed to continue,’ said the News. 
| The festival slated the first three 
| weeks in August has been called off, 
!though the summer school] wiil be 
held as usual, though with the back- 
jing of a corporation headed by Serge 
| Koussevitzky. 


MINNEAPOLIS TO TOUR 
AS 40TH YEAR GALA 


Minneapolis, June 9. 
} Minneapolis Symphony orchestra | 
| wHl celebrate its 40th anniversary 
| next season by making a five weeks’ 
tour of eastern music centers. - 











tra opens its 15th season June 12 at 
| the Palace of Fine Arts under Car- 
los Ghavez. A season of 40 perform- 
ances over 14 weeks will be given. 
Dimitri Mitropoulos will. make a 
guest appearance as conductor the 
week of: July 27. Chavez plans a 
tour of Mexico’s principal cities after 
the close of its season Sept. 13. 

Orchestra is functioning this sea- 
son without its customary govern- 
ment subsidy. Private coin is suffi- 
cient for an ambitious season. Rod- 
zinsky of the Cleveland Philhar- 
monic, will also be here. 





N. Y. Philharmonic Opens 
Oct. 7; Seloists Booked 








Arrangements have been made for 


| appearances in New York, Philadel- | 


phia and Boston for the first time in 
a number of years. 





Rise Stevens, Nino Martini 


{ 
| 
| Sing in Cincy Opera Park | 


| Milstein, 


Cincinnati, June 9. | 


| -Among some of the singers who | 
| have been added to the list of the 
Opera for this season, 


| Cincinnati 
| Starting June 28, are Rise Stevens, 
| who will fly east from California to 
|sing the title role in ‘Mignon’ July 
| 28 and 31; Nino Martini, who will 
|sing in ‘Lucia’ and ‘Boheme’; Jar- 
mila Novotna, singing in ‘Faust’ and 


The N. Y. Philharmonic Symphony 
| will have the following soloists on its 
1942-43 season’s schedule: Claudio 
| Arrau, Robert Casadesus, Jose Iturbi, 
‘Edward Kilenyi, Guiomar Novaes, 
Nadia Reisenberg, Artur Rubinstein, 
'Rudolf Serkin and Serge Rachmani- 
| noff, pianists; Fritz Kreisler, Nathan 
Joseph Szigeti, Michel 
Piastro and John Corigliano, violin- 


| ists; Gregor Piatigorsky and Joseph 


Schuster, cellists. 
Season opens 
April 18. 


Oct. 7 and closes 





Mitropoulos’ Gesture 


Mineapolis, June 9. 





‘Manon’; Hilde Reggiani and Bruno 
|Landi, who will appear in ‘Rigo- 
letto,’ with Landi singing 
‘L’Elisir D’Amore.’ Angelo 
| wit sing in this opera also. 
The season’s permanent conductor 
will be Fausto Cleva and Anthony 
Stivenello will be stage director as 
usual, 


John Chas. Thomas’ Dates 


John 


two dates 


Charles Thomas will play 
this 
Philadelphia Dell on July 2 and the 
other on Aug. 11 in Milwaukee. The 
baritone is scheduled for five per- 
formances on “The Telephone Hour 
with the dates of the first two being 
June 29 and Aug. 17. 


Thomas will open his fall tour on 


summer, one at the 


the west coast Oct. 9 and will sing 
| approximately 50 concerts to the end 
of Anril. Baritone, who sells at 
$1,500-$2,000, will also appear 
the Chicago and Meiropolitan Opera 
Companies. 





Hiarold Bauer, whose teaching ac- 
tivities have occupied him more than 
concertizing in late years, will open 
his limited fall tour Nov. 9 at Yale 
University. Pianist probably will not 
play more than 15 dates. 





also in| 
Pilotto | 


with | 


Dimitri Mitropoulos, Minneapolis 
; Symphony orchestra conductor, had 
25,000 copies printed in booklet form 
of the recent speech of Vice Presi- 
dent Henry Wallace, outlining the 
united nations’ war aims and draw- 
ing a blueprint for a better world. 
He distributed them as gifts to Uni- 
| versity of Minnesota and other col- 
|lege students hereabouts and ar- 
ranged for them to be passed out 
to army inductees when they report 
for service. Mitronoulos is a native 
of Greece. 


ee 


Memphis Symph Goes On 


Memphis, June 9. 
| Its fourth season definitely in the 
| black, the Memphis Symphony Or- 
|echestra has announced that it 
| will continue with a full schedule in 
| 1942-43. Composed of volunteer 
‘musicians culled out of every group 
from high school students to AFM 
| card holders, the Symphony did four 
concerts this season, will repeat with 


|a like number next year. 
Burnet C. Tuthill, director of 
music at Southwestern University, 


|will again handle the baton, with 
| Mrs. William Burr Chapman carry- 


ing over for a second term as presi- 


dent of the sponsoring group, the 
| Memphis Symphony Society. 
| Dates for next season, with all 


feoncerts set for Ellis Auditorium, 
are: Nov. 17th, Jan. 19th, March 16th 
jand May 4th. 
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Calloway Fine $32,000 With 5th Wk. 
Film in N. Y.; Goodman 2d Good 
$45,000, Monroe Big 22/56 in Hub 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Mitchell Ayres, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75)—With ‘Mayor 
of 44th St.’ (RKO). Initial appear- 
ance on stage in these parts for 
Ayres faring okay. Total of $18,500 
being tallied, thanks mainly to in- 
person appearance of Jane Withers. 

Cab Calloway, New, York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10)—With ‘In 
This Our Life’ (WB) on screen. This 
is the first week for Calloway’s band, 
the fifth for the picture; special 
draught of Calloway lending support 
to film on its lengthy holdover for 
a gross of $32,000 or better, good. 
Show goes another week. 

Benny Goodman, New York (Para- 
mount; 35-55-85-99-$1.10)— 
With ‘Take Letter, Darling’ (Par) 
on screen. Goodman band furnish- 
ing strong boxoffice draught, with 
second week for show ended last 
night (Tuesday) totaling $45,000, 
good. Starts third week today 
(Wednesday) and will go fourth. 

Phil Harris, San Francisco (Golden 
Gate; 2,850; 40-44-65)—With ‘My Fa- 
vorite Spy’ (RKO). Band definitely 
helping b.o. to good $20,000. 

Horace Heidt, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55)—‘Mayor of 
44th St.” (RKO) on screen. Heading 
for good $23,000. 

Woody Herman, Baltimore (Hipp; 
2,240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66) — With 
‘Meet the Stewarts’ (Col). Herman 
furnishing most of the b.o. draught 
and nice $15,000 coming up. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Los Angeles 
(Orpheun'; 2,200; 33-44-55-65 )—With 
*Valley Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Tough As 
They Come’ (U) on screen. Lunce- 
ford hot draw here, with fine $14,500 
coming up. 

Vaughn Monroe, Boston (RKO- 
Boston; 3,200; 30-44-60-65-75). Band 
gets better than half the credit for 
an indicated $22,500, excellent. “The 
Spoilers’ (U) on screen. 

Russ Morgan, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘Tuttles of 
Tahiti? (RKO). Morgan band and 
first-rate acts giving WB deluxer best 
show in months, Heat and condi- 
tions generally holding b.o. down 
somewhat, howéver, but $18,500 isn’t 
bad. Getting some help from pic- 
ture, 


v,vl 





Tom Rockwell to Coast 
For Six Weeks’ Period 


Tom Rockwell, president of Gen- 
eral Amusement Corp., leaves New 
York this week for California. It’s 
his annual combination business and 
vacation trip. He'll be west six 
weeks. 

Rockwell returned from a fishing 
trip to Canada about 10 days ago, 





- a 
Gluskin No Wants Kinney 
. + . - ° 
Quizzed in Topping Suit 
A suit by Alfred L. Toplitz, known 
as Al Topping, against (Harry) John 
Gluskin, was revealed yesterday 
(Tuesday) in N.Y. supreme court 
when Gluskin asked the vacation of 
a notice to examine Ray Kinney, or- 
chestra leader, before trial. The 
suit seeks an accounting of Kinney’s 
earnings, claiming 15% of these 
earnings based on an agreement be- 
tween the plaintiff and defendant. 
In early 1940 Topping introduced 
Gluskin and Kinney, with the or- 
chestra leader subsequently hiring 
Gluskin on a five-year deal as a 
manager. On May 3, 1940, Gluskin 
allegedly promised Topping 15% of 
Kinney’s earnings from his own 
share, it is stated. This money with 
the exception of a few hundred dol- 
lars has not been paid, plaintiff de- 
clares, in seeking an accounting of 
Kinney’s earnings. 


J. Dorsey Tops 
Heat At Empire; 
Crosby Clicks 


(Estimates) 

Count Basie (Aud., Atlanta, Ga., 
June 1). Basie proved solid draw 
here luring $4,676 at $1.25 and $1. 
Band took 50% as its end. 

Bob Crosby (Jantzen Beach B., 
Portland, Ore., June 5-6). In two 
days Crosby played to great crowd 
of 6,368 at $1 per. Spot’s capacity 
is 4,000. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Empire B., Allen- 
town, Pa., June 5). Despite intense 
heat Dorsey played to 4,129 dancers 
here, 2,722 at $1.25 and 1,476 at $1.10, 
for sock $4,976 gross. Next day (6) 
at Conyention Hall, Asbury Park, 
N. J., the band lured 3,916 at $1 and 
865 service men at 55c; big. 

Sonny Dunham (Jantzen Beach 
B., Portland, Ore., May 24-June 3). 
Ten-day stay here by Dunham pro- 
duced neat gross of $5,900 at 75c 
weekdays, 85c Saturday. 

Duke Ellington (Uptown B., Port- 
land, Ore., June 3), Last time Elling- 
ton played here he broke a record, 
but this time a blackout caught up 
with him and resulted in poor 1,300 
showing at $1 per. 

Shep Fields (Lincoln Park, New 
Bedford, Mass.. June 4). Booked on 
three days’ notice Fields did fine job, 




















drawing 1,400 at 85c for $1,190. On 
Saturday (6), teamed with localite 
Oscar Elgart at Raymor-Playmor B., 
Boston, Fields credited with good, 
but average 2,000 at 75-65c for $1,- 
400. Fields’ first swing through this 
area. At Pleasure Beach Park, Bridge 
port, Conn., Sunday (7) band drew 
1,250 at 99c, nice enough. 

Dick Jurgens (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., June 1-6). Jurgens’ 
popularity is spreading; second six- 
day week added up to fine 13,000 pa- 
trons at usual $1.45 pair for $9,425. 

Hal McIntyre (Roseland-State B., 
Boston, June 6). McIntyre well liked 
here and he drew 1,200 hoofers at 
75c for $900, good for spot. 

Muggsy Spanier (Brookline C.C., 
Philadelphia, June 6). Virtually un- 
known here Spanier did better than 
expected with 600 at $1.10. Night 
previous (5) at Raymor-Playmor B., 
Boston, coupled to localite Chick 
Hathaway, Spanier played to good 
1,800 at 65c-75c for $1,260 gross. 
Band building a following there. 

Lawrence Welk (Spider Palace, 
Watertown, S. D., June 2). Band 
drew $1,200 with 1,100 people at 
$1.12 on one-night, about $200 more 
than it drew on a single date last 
year. Sunday (7), Welk played to 
fine 1,618 at Chermot B., Omaha, 
Neb., pyramiding $1,211 at 75c ad- 
mission. 

Horace Henderson (Chermot B., 
Omaha, June 6). Some 784 paid 50c 
for poor gross of $392. Very disap- 
pointing. 


Band Bookings 


Mitchell Ayres, June 13, Mosque, 
Newark, N. J.; 14, Ocean Beach Park, 
New London, Conn.; 27, Empire B., 
Allentown, Pa. 

Cab Calloway, June 19, Convention 
Hall, Camden, N. J.; 20, Armory, 
Wilmington, Del.; 21, Carr’s Beach, 
Annapolis, Md. 

Jimmy Dorsey, June 19, Fernbrook 
Park, Dallas, Pa.; 20, Hershey Park, 
Hershey, Pa.; 21, Lake Compounce, 











» 





Bristol, Conn.; 22, Lincoln Park, 
Dartmouth, Mass. 
Sonny Dunham, June 19, Civic 


Aud., Stockton, Cal.; 20, Sweet’s B., 
Sacramento, Cal; 21, Sweet's B., 
Oakland, Cal. 

Chuck Foster, June 19, Crystal B., 
Bass Lake, Ind.; 20, Hub B.; Edel- 
stein, Ill.; 21, Danceland, Monee, IIL; 
23, Illini B., Decatur, Ill, 24, Rialto 
T., Joliet, Ill.; 26, two weeks, Bill 
Green’s Casino, Pittsburgh. 

Woody Herman, June 19, week, 
Eastwood Gardens, Detroit; 26, week, 
Cedar Point, Sandusky, O. 

Richard Himber, June 20-21, Or- 
pheum T., Springfield, Ill. 

Clyde Lucas, June 18, Consistory, 
Coudersport, Pa., 19, Geo. F., Pavil- 
lion, Johnson City, N. Y. 

Will Osborne, June 16, Gibson H., 
Cincinnati; 19, week, Riverside T., 
Milwaukee; 26-28, Orpheum T., 
Davenport, Ia. 

Hot Lips Page, June 13, Priscillas 
Gardens, Auburn, Me.; 14, two weeks, 
Tic?Toc Club, Boston; 28, Hofbrau, 
Lawrence, Mass. 

Dick Rogers, June 19-21, State T., 
Hartford, Conn. 
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“The Tops of the town are the TERRY SISTERS, ”’ 
Says Famous Columnist DOROTHY KILGALLEN. 


TERRY 
SISTERS 





and their orchestra 


featuring OSCAR KAY at the Piano 


CURRENTLY 


RAINBOW ROOM 


Rockefeller Center, N. Y. 


thanks to JOHN ROY and ED SEAY 


N. Y. Journal-American 

















and their band ar 
at the Rainbow Sesen, — 
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More comments from the Press: 


NICK KENNY - N.Y. Daily Mirror 
The Beautiful TERRY SISTERS 


THE BILLBOARD 
TERRY SISTERS and 
on band are OKay ... give 
Rainbow Room a fish of sex. 


their 
the 


more than satisfy, 


VARIETY 
They’re a Personality Pair and 











Direction 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 























Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past vers 

Band Hotel Played Werk On Date 
Tommy Dorsey...Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)....ccesesseeees 3 6,000 16,350 
Ray Heatherton..Biltmor? (300; $1-$1.50)............. 6 400 4,425 
Guy Lombardo*...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)..... ae 3 2,975 8,750 
Johnny Long...... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 4 2,225 9,375 
Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 17 1,600 24,375 
Charlie Spivak....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 5 2,700 12,300 
Jerry Wald.......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)...........--e+ 9 650 5,025 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band ig the 
major draw, 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1.50). Getting share of graduation 
parties, which will help count to around 2,500 One of few spots still get- 
ting that stiff cover charge. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). 
should pick up 4,000 payees on hte week. 


Band liked and dansable and 





Chicago 

Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Duchin 
remains a powerhouse name here and will be missed when he leaves late 
this month. Smacko again with 4,300 customers. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy doing 
well in this staid spot, bringing in 1,800 diners last week. 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Gray 
continuing bright pace set by Bob Chester and smashed through to 4,200 
customers in less than full week. 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Hotel Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Dwight Fiske is the floor attraction and combo neat with 1,800 tabs last 
week, 


Boston 


Leo Reisman (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton Hotel; 350; $1 cover). Reisman in 
fourth week; biz moves steadily upwards; last week 1,900 covers plus ex- 
cellent dinner trade. Set for three weeks more, at least. 

Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler 450; $1 cover). In 21st week, 
Noble is keeping up his early pace with 950 covers over Friday-Saturday, 
only late nights. Playing to terrific dinner biz all week as well. Closes 
Saturday (13). Jack Edwards opens Monday (15). 

Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza, 300; $1 cover). With announce- 
ment of last two weeks for Dorothy Lewis’ Ice Show, business took up- 
ward spurt in her 14th week, and sixth for Saunders, luring 1,050 covers, 
with good dinner traffic. Miss Lewis exits Saturday (13). McGowan and 
Mack Ice Revue opens Monday (15). 





Minneapolis 
Tony Di Pardo (Minnesota Terrace; Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50). Final 
week of this well-liked band and floor show found nightly average down 
to approximately 250. Below par, but satisfactory under all the circum- 
stances. Benny Strong orch. and new floor show, including Bob Evans, 
Nitza & Ravell and Ruth Craven current. 


Philadelphia 


Leo Zollo (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 
min.). Supper biz took an upbeat with neat 1,250 checking in the dining 
room. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, sixth week). Despite double 
alerts, triple jitters and other wartime uncertainties this lad keeps on roll- 
ing up boxcar figures. Well over 20,000. 

Ella Fitzgerald (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). Just couldn’t buck James 
and content with 2,500 customers on the week. Jimmie Lunceford moves 
in today (16). 

Jan Savitt (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal.). Faltered in the sttetch 
(drat those James boys) and Bobby Sherwood filling in until Ted Lewis 
takes over June 11. 

Rudolf Friml, Jr. (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Friml can claim 
only a small part of the average weekly draw on either side of 5,000 tabs. 
(Chicago) 

Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Harry Richman head- 
ing current show. This is the third show for Franklin who has caught on 
with patrons here; held weil last week with 4,000 customers. 

Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems has proven big money- 
maker for the season for this downtown spot and clicked off again with 
great 3,700 customers. 





Tyle Gaffield’s orch, which played 
at Kin Wah Low’s, Toledo, all winter, 
has taken a summer engagement at 
Wenona Beach, Bay City, Mich, Paul 
Spor band now at the Toledo night 
club. 


Herbie Kay will bring his band 
to the Plantation club’s Summer 
Garden in Dallas soon, replacing 
Glenn Carr. Ben Bernie’s band, 
with Ted Phillips directing, also is 
to be given a Plantation date soon. 
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TRADE POLITICS IN OLD WAX 





Oherstein’ s Disc 


Reissue of James’ 


Oldies Irks Him 


New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians has 
peen asked to investigate the re- 
lease of recordings of Harry James’ 
band by Eli Oberstein’s Classic Re- 


cord Co. Oberstein recently re- 
leased two sides, ‘Come and Get It’ 
and ‘It’s Last Time I'll Fafl in Love,’ 
on his Hit Record label, which orig- 
inally were made for Oberstein 
when he was at the head of the now 
pankrupt U. S. Record Co, and 
James worked for him on the Var- 
sity label. Varsity sold for 35c, while 
the Hit Records sell at 50c. 

James’ attorneys allege that the 
two sides now being sold, to take 
advantage of James’ popularity on 
Columbia Records, were not fully 
paid for by Oberstein’s old com- 
pany. They are also interested in 
how Oberstein came to get them. 
When U. S. Record went into bank- 
ruptcy some time back all masters 
ef recordings were listed as assets 
of the company and, of course, who- 
ever bought them was privileged to 
put them on the market. 

Incidentally, Oberstein’s Hit Re- 
cords are supposed to deliver two 
hit songs of the moment, which is 
the basic idea of his label. Neither 
of the sides he's released by James 
conform with that idea. When James 
worked for Oberstei.. his band was 
a poor record seller. Soon after 
shifting to Columbia it began to rise 
to its present status among the 
leaders. 


BRADLEY DISBANDS; 
WILL REST FOR TIME 


Will Bradley has given up his 
band, The outfit disbanded last week 
in the midwest and Bradley returned 
to New York Monday (8). Reasons 
for the breakup are several, ac- 
cording to Bradley. Main reason, 
however, is that during the past 
week or two he has lost seven of | 
14 men to the Army and he faced | 
a difficult task in rebuilding. 

In addition, he has been having 
considerable trouble lately with his 
legs and has been ordered to rest. 
Leader’s intention is to keep off his 
feet for a month or so; after that 
he’s not sure what he will do. 


Sunday Jazz Clicking 


Boston, June 9. 
Sunday ‘Jazz Sessions’ are really 
catching on here with announcement 
of a third location, the Savoy in 
Boston’s Harlem _ section, where 
Sabby Lewis orchestra holds forth. 
Sudden interest in these ‘Jazz Ses- 
sions’ is credited to George Frazier’s 
daily jazz column in Boston Herald. 
Last Sunday Ken Club  was| 
crowded to doors, with about 475 
paying 50-cent cover to listen to Red 
Allen band with guest stars, Zutty 
Singleton and Sidney Bechet. Bill 
Ingalls, who conducts ‘Swingmasters’ 
record program on WCOP here, is | 
commentator during proceedings. 
At Hotel Buckminster another 300 
sat around to Buzzy Drooten unit, 
enhanced by guests Pee Wee Russell, 
Maxie Kaminsky and Eddie Condon. 
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“A NEAT ENTRY” 
—Variety, Mar. 11, 1942. 


“More Than You Know” 
AND 


“Down for Double” 


OKEH Record No. 6584 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 





Per. Mgt: MILTON EBBINS 
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GRAB WELK’S BUS 


Ordered Back To Illinois For War 
Workers Convenience 








Minneapolis, June 9. 

When the bus Lawrence Welk had 
chartered for his current tour was 
suddenly commatideered here fol- 
lowing the band’s St. Louis Orpheum 
engagement, he obtained four a™to- 
mobiles, owned by his musicians, 
and packed the outfit into them for 
the trip to Watertown, S. D., the 
next stand. 

The bus was ordered back to 
Iliinois to carry defense plant em- 
ployees to their work. 


Okay Replacement Parts 
For Musical Instruments 


In Modified WPB Order 


At the request of the National 
Music Council the manufacturers of 
replacement parts for musical in- 
struments have obtained from the 
War Production Board a modifica- 
tion of the order which shut down on 
further operations of that indtstry. 
While no new instrument may be 
turned out, the modified setup per- 
mits the production of replacement 
parts up to 75% of the 1940 output 
and 35% of essential accessories, 
such as bows, etc. 

All band instruments are frozen at 
the manufacturers, wholesalers and 
jobbers, and these are to be reserved 
for the exclusive use of the armed 
forces. By Aug. 1 all plants of this 
industry will have been converted 
to the making of gliders and air- 
plane parts. 











RAISING FUND TO HELP 


Children of Late 
Berigan Left Needy 





Widow, Bunny 





Ballroom owners, hotel men, band- 
leaders, musicians, music publish- 
ers, any person who ever had con- 
tact with Bunny Berigan is being 
asked to contribute to the fund for 
the deceased trumpeter-leader’s wife 
and two children. Wires and letters 
have been and are being dispatched 
to people all over the country asking 


for contributions. Benny Goodman 
and other leaders are backing the 
drive, which is being handled by 


George Marlo, ex-professional man- 
ager of Broadcast Music. Berigan 
died last Tuesday (2) morning in 
New York, after disregarding doc- 
tor’s orders not to play his horn, 
following a pneumonia siege in Pitts- 
burgh last month. 

Attorney William Farnsworh, Bob 
Christenberry, of the Astor hotel, 
N. Y¥.. and Bob Weitman, managing 
director of the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y.. are trustees of the fund be- 
ing raised. It had reached a total 
of $700 on Monday (8). 

Vido Musso, tenor sax player with 
Benny Goodman at the time of Beri- 
gan’s death, has taken over the lat- 
ter’s band, which assertedly was one 
of the trumpeter’s last requests. 
Musso began his first date with the 
outfit at Coney Island Park, Cincin- 
nati, Sunday (7). Goodman hasn't 
decided on a definite replacement 
for him yet. 

Services for Berigan were con- 
| ducted in New York-at St. Malachy’s 
Roman Catholic Church Wednesday 


(3) morning, and the body was 
shipped to Fox Lake, Wisconsin, 
where it was interred Sunday (6). 
Goodman, Guy Lombardo, Al Good- 
man, Ziggy Elman, Tommy Dorsey 
and Sammy Kaye were pallbearers. 


Weinberger’s Plan 


Andrew Weinberger, manager of 
Artie Shaw and Georgia Auld’s or- 
chestras, who has never had any con- 
tact with Bunny Berigan, is attempt- 
ing to set up plans for a benefit, 
Weinberger has an idea for gather- 
ing a group of four or five of the 
biggest bands available around New 
York and running a dance, either at 
Madison Square Garden, Bronx Coli- 
seum, or Manhattan Center. 

He contacted, Garden officials and 
found that the rental for that arena 
for one night would ve $5,000, which 
probably rules out that site. 





Benny Goodman's return to the 
New York hotel, New York, is 
definitely dated for Oct. 9%, until 




















Jan. 2. 


SHARE-SHELLAC 
IDEA DIFFICULT 


Columbia Has One Project, 
RCA Another—Decca De- 
mands Equality With Vic- 
tor—Laminated Process 
Held Entitling Columbia 
to Lesser Share of Re- 
deemed Records 





BLOCK’S STUNT 


—_— 


There's a fight being staged over 
who’s to split whatever old record- 
ings are rounded up by Martin 
Block’s appeals for them on his 
Make-Believe-Ballroom record pro- 
gram on WNEW, New York. Block 


recently announced that he was go- 
ing to begin a drive for the shellac 
in used discs, in a tie-up with RCA- 
Victor which was to pay 2%4c. for 
each platter retrieved, the m-jey 
going to the USO. 

When Block’s intentions were first 
made known the idea was to benefit 
only RCA-Victor. Two remaining 
manufacturers, Columbia and Decca, 
squawked that they should be al- 
lowed to share in the records re- 
covered. That was okay, but then 
tk » three companies couldn’t get to- 
gether on what percentage of the 
used discs should be allotted to each. 

Victor wanted the biggest slice 
since it was in the_picture before 
th: others. Decca claimed it should 
get as much as Victor because it had 
manufactured as many recordings as 
Victor had in 1941; Victor countered 
by pointing out it has been turning 
them out long*r than Decca. Colum- 
bin was to receive a lesser portion 
because it manufactures a laminated 
disc, which requi~es only one-third 
the shellae content in the output of 
the opposition outfits. Then Colum- 
bia got in back of the new ‘Records 
for Our Fighting Men’ idea. 

Now the other companies don’t 
want Columbia to share at all, 
pointing out that they have not been 
asked to share in the records un- 
earthed by RFOFM. Block insists, 
i‘s claimed, that Columbia get a 
split regardless, since one drive has 


nothing to do with the other. 

Block was to begin his drive a 
week ago Monday (1). It hasn’t 
started yet. 

Columbia Records put up the 


for Our Fighting Men, Inc., to get 
going. Columbia contributed $5,000 
in return for which it will get the 
first 5G’s worth of ald shellacked 
gutta percha turned in. Thereafter 
the worn discs will be apportioned 
evenly to all the record manufactur- 
ers in the business, it’s said, but 
neither Decca or Victor has so far 
been asked to participate. 
Meantime a group of nationally 
known artists through Records for 
Our Fighting Men, aims to gather 
$500,000 to purchase portable rec- 
ord-players and record libraries for 
groups of men in the service. To 





financial backing to enable Records | 








Les Brown Band to Coast in Small 
Bunches 





Les Brown’s band, unable to char- 
ter a plane to fly to the Coast in- 
tact, will hop off in sections from 
Washington, D. C., beginning to- 
morrow (Thurs.). Ougfit has to be 
on the Coast Sunday (14) to begin 
work next day on the filming of 
‘Sweet and Hot’ for RKO. Freddy 
Martin’s band is in it, too. 

Brown finishes at the Roosevelt 
hotel at Washington tomorrow night 
at midnight and the first of his men 
will depart for the Coast at 12:30 
a.m. Thereafter they will go off 
in like manner, on regularly sched- 
uled flights, until the last leaves 
about noon Friday. 


Billy Bishop’s Experience 
Is Typical of Manpower 
Difficulties This War 


Kansas City, June 9. 


Billy Bishop and his orchestra 
leave the Southern Mansion here 
and a 22-week engagement tomor- 
row, the acute example of the pre- 
vailing affliction of band leaders— 
draftitis. Out of a personnel of nine 
leaving here, only thrce—Bishop, 
singer Alice Mann (Mrs. Bishop) and 
drummer Jerry Levy (only 18)—are 
members of the original crew which 
began here last winter. To maintain 
an instrumentation of eight men over 
this period, Bishop has had to re- 
place 12 men, one instrument as 
many as three times. What made it 
more than ordinarily difficult for 
Bishop, besides the regular draft 
losses, was the widespread exodus of 
local musicians from bandstands to 
work in defense plants, where they 
can make a good week’s salary and 
then pick up considerable extra 
dough as side men on weekend music 
dates. 

Dan Clemmens joins 
trumpet man to increase instrumen- 
tation to nine when they hop into a 
St. Paul hotel date (Friday). 











Fort Wayne, Ind., June 9. 

Waco Corporation, which operates 
a dance hall and pavilion at Lake 
| Wawasee, near Syracuse, Ind., filed 
a petition jn voluntary bankruptcy. 
in U. S. District Court at Fort 
Wayne on June 5. 

Liabilities totaled $16,643, accord- 
ing to the filed schedule, and assets 
amount to $2,000. Officers listed 
were Hubert Rogers, president; and 
John A. Mertes, secretary-treasurer. 








ido this it will first gather up old 
| recordings, which will be sold to 
|record manufacturers at the rate of 
|2%c each. All of the artists back- 
ling this latter project are Columbia 
| Recording contractees. 


Syracuse, Ind., Dance Hall | j.24 vioeh: WTR innls esautien 


Goes Into Bankruptcy | 


| bility 


Bishop as} 





|Weekend Cafe Biz Booms in N.Y. Area, 
Some Suburban Spots Domg Well 


STAGGERED DEPARTURES 





Business at New York hotels and 
suburban roadhouses using name 
bands was heavy over the past week- 
end. Both Charlie Spivak and Johnny 
Long’s bands set up new single night 
attendance records at the Pennsyl- 
vania and New Yorker hotels, re~ 
spectively. Spivak drew 928 paid 
covers into the Penn's Cafe Rouge 
Friday (5), better than any one eve- 
ning done by either Jimmy Dorsey 
or Glenn Miller, who have alternated 
at that spot the past three winters, 
considered the best time of year. 

Long drew 695 paid covers into the 
smaller Terrace Room at the New 
Yorker, better than bands like Tom- 
my Dorsey, Benny Goodman, Woody 
Herman, ete., have ever been able to 
do. And the strong b.o. wasn’t con- 
fined to the city alone. Frank Dailey, 
owner of Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., is a delegate at the 
annual convention of the American 
Federation of Musicians, at Dallas, 
Tex., but spokesman for him asserted 
Meadowbrook’s business was big 
both Friday and Saturday night with 
Alvino Rey’s band and King Sisters. 
Sunday it fell off a bit, but not 
alarmingly. Similar reports were 
received on Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., which played to ap- 
proximately 3,000 dancers Friday and 
Saturday, 1,400 and 1,600, respective- 
ly. Claude Thornhill’s there. 

Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., asserts 
it played to about 2,000 patrons over 
the two nights, but Sunday was ’way 
off. Teddy Powell is there. 


802 IN STRIKE 
AGAINST WBYN 


William Feinberg, v.p. of the New 
York musicians union (Local 802), 
declared yesterday that his organi- 
zation intended to bar any of its 


members from broadcasting over 
WBYN, Brooklyn, until the station 
had signatured a contract. WBYN’s 
staff of six musicians, under Lee 
Grant’s direction, was ordered out 








| by Feinberg last Saturday (6). 


Feinberg stated that the union 


nity to show its financia] responsi- 


by signing an agreement but 


| that the station had instead elected 





to drag the issue along on the 
ground that it eouldn’t afford to ob- 
ligate itself for any specific number 
of musicians. 


Easton’s te ince 


Racton, Pa., June 9. 

Victory Ballroom opened in Easton 
last Wednesday (6) with Jimmy 
Gorham’s orchestra. Phil Fletcher 
is manager of the ballroom. Owners 
are Ed Calicchio and Michael Ma- 
tino. 

Place was formerly The Lounge, 
a night spot. 
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YOUR COLUMBIA 
S ALL BROTHER. 


ELLIOT WEXLER, COLUMBIA DISTRIBUTOR 
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Band Reviews 





COOTIE WILLIAMS ORCH (15) 
With Eddie Vincent 
Apollo, New York 

Cootie Williams looks like a click. 
He’s not quite ripe for top picture 
house bookings, but could easily 
make the grade by switching a cou- 
ple of his orchestrations so as to 
avoid the sameness of his jam ses- 
sions, After the third they all be- 
gin to sound alike. Williams has two 
numbers, of course, that should be 
retained in any routining of the 
band; ‘Cherry Red Blues’ and ‘Kitty 
Casey with a KK Boogie’ are dis- 
tinctive assets for this or any other 
musical aggregation. ‘Cherry Red’ 
is an unusual novelty which Eddie 
Vincent, sax, vocalled for fine re- 
turns. Vincent should climb fast. 
His is a rasping, high-pitched, but 
nonetheless effective voice, with a 
double entendre and frankly blue in- 
terpolations of ‘Cherry Red’ height- 
ening the effect. . 

Aside from Vincent, the Williams 
band has no vocal or danc- 
ing specialists. Whether the band 
needs any further bolstering along 
these lines is doubtful. As cur- 
rently constituted, the orch is 
composed of piano, drums, bull fid- 
dle, five sax, three trombone and 
three trumpets, with leader also 
playing the trumpet as featured solo- 
ist on occasion. Unit is grooved 
nicely for the most part, but a little 
too brassy at times. ‘Garden Blues,’ 
‘West End Blues’ and opening blues 
number, added to the two sock blues 
orchestrations, add up to too much 


sameness. 
Williams handles m.c. assignment 
satisfactorily. Mori. 





CARVEL CRAIG ORCH (ii) 
With Sherry Bergan 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 

The orch which Carvel Craig has 
brought to the Terrace Grill of the 
Muehlebach is unusually interesting 
in several respects. Probably the 
most identifying characteristic is the 
lightness of brass, only two trumpets 
being listed among the instrumenta- 
tion of 10. This allows for a violin 
twosome, sometimes enlarged to a 
threesome with a double from the 
sax section, to heighten the basic 
flavor which also rests in the three- 
man tenor sax section and a three- 
man rhythm crew that completes the 
set up. The band’s three arrangers 
have nicely tuned themselves to this 
personnel and the result is gay and 
light-hearted music that is a natural 
for such intimate spots as this. 

Some years of residences. in 
Mexico and Latin American coun- 
tries give Craig the experience to 
add a Latin flavor to much of the 
band’s folio. Much use is also made 
of Tahitian chants, Hawaiian melo- 
dies and beguines, albeit the crew’s 
output is essentially sweet. Crew is 
further embellished by the vocal 
work of Warren Sawyer, tenor; Dean 
Sayre, baritone; Craig’s Spanish 
songs, and Sherry Bergan, contralto. 

Around Miss Bergan centers the 
band’s idea of ‘rhythm and rhyme,’ 
her method of announcing each 
selection with a rhyme which in- 
cludes the song title, and which has 











It’s Cute—It’s Different 
It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Music, Ine. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Dr. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


allowed the band to gain something 
of an individual pattern from the 
air time it has had in its two years 
of organization. This effect was 
rendered useless here, however, 
since management of station WDAF, 
over which band airs nightly, nixed 
the rhyme idea in deference to the 
Government regulations aimed at 
preventing any secret codes or in- 
formation to make their’ way over 
the ether. Idea nevertheless is being 
used in the room to maintain the 
‘rhythm and rhyme’ appellation. 
Band is of West Coast (Frisco) 
origination, and since this is its first 
stand here it’s without any local 
recognition. Patronage in the Grill 
is brisk, nevertheless, as is deserved 
by a competent, versatile and some- 
what different orchestra such as this. 
uin, 


MATTY MALNECK ORCH (8) 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 

Matty Malrfeck’s small group of 
musical specialists came back here 
after an absence of more than a year. 
Previous stand was only entry of 
band in this town, but the memory 
seems to linger as biz at the Grilli 
testifies to localites’ approval of Mal- 
neck’s music. Between these dates 
group has played to both coasts, and 
after a few weeks in the midlands 
will return to the west for more 
pictures. 


Since last hére personnel has un- 
dergone some changes so that now 
roster includes, besides Malneck’s 
violin and Milton DeLugg’s standby 
accordion, Bobby Maxwell’s harp, 
Jack Conner’s drums, Walton Mc- 
Intyre’s piano, Marshall Fisher’s gui- 
tar, Manny Goldberg’s trumpet and 
Mike Storme’s string bass. Style of 
music, however, has undergone lit- 
tle change and it’s that same brand 
of special arrangements nimbly 
keyed by accomplished musicians on 
every instrument, kidding the clas- 
sics and making the pop songs of the 
day highly danceable. Quin. 


BUDDY FRANKLIN ORCH (10) 
With Ted Travers 
Chez Paree, Chicago 

Held over for third successive 
show at the Chez, Buddy Franklin is 
now set indefinitely. Band is a 
young-looking group batoned by 
Franklin, young but experienced 
maestro, Franklin formerly con- 
ducted house bands in RKO houses, 
Cincinnati, and is a violin graduate 
of that city’s College of Music. Per- 
haps that’s why his emphasis is on 
refined melody. 


_ Band, though built on sweet side, 
is capable of anything. Most of the 
men are able doublers, Group is 
particularly outstanding backing up 
floor show, but satisfies also with a 
type of smooth and easy dance 
music, 

Three sax, two trumpets, one 
trombone, bass, drums, violin and 
plano comprise the lineup, with 
Franklin doing a heavv turn with his 
violin. Though the band is compara- 
tively small this is no handicap. 

Ted Travers is vocalist with band. 
Has a romantic type of voice that 
gets across. Loop. 





Edgewater’s Names 
Chicago, June 9. 

Beach Walk of Edgewater Beach 
Hotel opened for summer season, 
Saturday (6). Jan Garber and 
orchestra will officiate for first three 
weeks, at outdoor spot. 

Other bands set to play include 
Horace Heidt, Shep Fields, and Russ 
Morgan. 





Sid Black replaces Hank Willis 
on tenor sax with Johnny Long at 
New York hotel, New York, Willis 
goes into the Army next week. 




















HARRY JAMES (COL.) 





“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 








Eddy Duchin Orchestra 
May Disband for Duration 


Eddy Duchin’s orchestra will 
probably disband when the leader 
joins the U. S. Navy next month 
as a lieutenant at Great Lakes 
Training Stateion. An attempt Is 
being made to continue the outfit 
under another leader, but no one 
suitable has yet been found. Job 
was offered to Barry Wood, Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade singer, but he 
turned ‘4t down since acceptance 
would have forced him off the pro- 
gram. 

It’s virtually impossible to con- 
tinue a name band of the type of 
Duchin’s or Orrin Tucker’s, which 
is disbanding for the same reason, 
once its leader is removed. Unless 
a replacement with a name compar- 
able to the departed one 1s secured 
the effort is useless. If someone less 
known fills the vacancy the group 
slips into a price class equal to the 
name value of the new leader, de- 
spite that personnel, arrangements 
and everything else are the same as 
before. 

In Duchin's case the reputation of 
his band was based on his personal 
ability at the piano. 





GRAY RAINS LEADS 


Takes Over Hal Leonard Group— 
Latter In Army Aug. 1 
Gray Rains, arranger, is taking 
over the leadership of Hal Leon- 
ard’s orchestra. Leonard, who had 
a 1-A classification and recently re- 
ceived a three-month deferment 
from his draft board, has gone to 
his mid-west home to rest before 
entering the Army Aug. 1. He had 
been booked by Frederick Brothers, 
but when the band begins work in 
a week or two under Rains it will 
be booked by Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, with which Rains made a deal. 
That’s permissible since the FB con- 
tract was with Leonard, not the 
band, 

Rains is the writer of Harry 
James’ arrangement of ‘You Made 
Me Love You’, which ‘made’ that 
band. He’s currently rehearsing the 
Leonard outfit in New York. MCA 
has booked ‘him for an _ indefinite 
Stay at the Ansley hotel, Atlanta, 
opening June 26. 


On the Upbeat 


Carl Ravazza’s band opend a 
month-stand at Baker Hotel’s Mural 
Room in Dallas Friday (5). 

















Eddie Weil, of the Trianon Ball- 
room, Toledo, is manager of Toledo 
Beach dance pavilion, with Eddie 
Ufer’s band opening the _ season 
there, 





Emil Lehto orch now playing at 
Mahoning Valley Country Club, near 
Youngstown, O, 





Barney Rapp band replaced Bill 
Munday’s orchestra at Idora Park, 
Youngstown, beginning May 29, 





Cecil Ogle orch, most of which 
played at the Trianon Ballroom, 
Toledo, during the fall and winter, 
is now in Rainbow Room of Willard 
Hotel, that city. 





Versatilians, who are Maurie 
Amon, Bob Opitz, James Winger and 
Fred Ludwick, replaced Dick Catan 
combo at Park Lane Buffalo. Latter 
moved to O’Days, adding Eddie 
Duffy at piano. 





Enoch Light crew is at Terrace 
Club of the Mansion, near Youngs- 
town, O. 





Chuck Foster follows Don Bestor 
band into Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh, 
June 26 for four-week stay. 





Jane Beatty, 17-year-old singer 
who graduated. from a Cleveland 























i a a i i i a a ow 







MILLER 


Accepted by Top Artists for All The Best Programs / 


ALL | NEED IS YOU - PUT - PUT - PU 


(Your. Arms “Around Me) 


Words and music by Peter De Rose, Benny Davis, Mitchell Parish . 
_ Words and musté’ by Al Hoffman, Mann Curtis, Jerry Livingston 


MUSIC, Inc. 
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Inside Stuf—Orchestras 


Jimmy Dorsey was given a gold watch by the managément of the 
Strand theatre, New York, last week in recognition of the fact that his 
band and the film, ‘In This Our Life,’ set new boxoffice record for each 
of the four weeks the. combination remained, Dorsey was forced to bow 
out Thursday (4), but the film stays another two weeks with Cab Cal- 
loways’ orchestra. 

Presentation of the watch to Dorsey was made at the last show Thurs. 
day by Sammy Kaye, who came from the Essex House hotel, where his 
band is playing. Whole og Beye a complete surprise to Dorsey. He 
knew nothing about it until Bob Eberle interrupted one of his songs to 
introduce Kaye. 








Booking of Harry James’ orchestra into the Astor hotel, New York, has 
started a bagful of trouble with Maria Kramer, owner of the Lincoln 
hotel. Mrs, Kramer has James booked to return to her spot Oct. 1 on 
an option on the band’s services which she held since James first played 
for her last year. James, it’s claimed, signed the Astor contract only 
after a clause had been inserted making it valid if Mrs. Kramer approved, 
She hasn't, 

James goes into the Astor following Alvino Rey. He opens Aug. 12 
and closes Sept. 5. On Oct, 1 he«goes into the Lincoln, less than a block 
away. Rey opens July 15. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week tn jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety. Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been ‘in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 








fp 1, Under Apple Tree (9) (Robbins)....... oo" Miller.......Bluebird 


Kay Kyser........Columbia 
§ Tommy Tucker.,......Okeh 
Sammy Kaye ,.......Victor 
§ Dick Jurgens .........Okeh 
*seee* ) Art Kassel ........Bluebird 


§Jimmy Dorsey.......Decca 
(Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 


Harry James ,,...Columbia 
5. Sleepy Lagoon (7) (Chappell).........; ‘i Dorsey... ...<.Decca 
{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
i Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 


§ Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
l Andrews Sisters......Decca 


2. Johnny Doughboy (4) (Crawford)...,.. 
3. One Dozen Roses (4) (Famous)... 


4, Always In My Heart (7) (Remick)...... 


6. Tangerine (10) (Famous)......c..eeeee8 
7. Three Little Sisters (2) (Santly) ....... 


‘ § Benny Goodman..,.,..Okeh 
8. Somebody Else (14) (Shapiro)... +++++++) Russ Morgan.....»»-.Decca 


§ Benny Goodman,......Okeh 
**\ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


§ Tommy Tucker.,,..... Okeh 
***** ) Kate Smith.......Columbia 


OTHER FAVORITES 


9. Jersey Bounce (14) (Lewis)........5. 


10. Threw Kiss In Ocean (2) (Berlin). 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 

’ t § Benny Goodman....... Okeh 

We ll Meet Again C85) « ceascooes eeeeeeee i Kay Kyser. ai .<Columbia 

’ § Kay Kyser...... . Columbia 

Who Wouldn’t Love You (Maestro)........ 1 Guy Lombardo........Decca 


f Johnny Long.........Decca 
***** ) Shep Fields.,......Bluebird 
f Harry James,.,....Columbia 
UGlenn Miller ..,...Bluebird 
§ Charlie Spivak.........Okeh 
UGlenn Miller.......Bluebird 
§ Vaughn Monroe....Bluebird 
\ Woody Herman.......Decca 
{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
UTony Pastor ......Bluebird 


Breathless (GLP) sssscccscccessceeees 
Skylark (Morris) ccscsecsecsecssrsscsesces 
Story of Starry Night (Mutual),......se0e. 
Don’t Tell Lie About Me (Santly).......000. 


Full Moon (Southern) @eeeeeeeoeeeraeeseeeeee 





PPI ~ 


High School a fortnight ago, signed 
as vocalist by Clinton Noble for his 
band’s summer tour. Ohio Liquor 
Board’s edict against any minor 
working in a place with a likker bar 
kept her from joining his unit until 
it closed at the Statler, Cleveland. 





Joe Norman at Chicago's northside 
Villa Moderne June 13, 

Jack Edwards (Jack Edmundson 
while vocalist with Johnny Long) 
opens with own band at Hotel Stat- 
ler, Boston, Monday (15), following 

(Continued on page 44) 





Henry Senne orch begins engage- 
ment at El Dorado Room of the 
Commodore Perry Hotel, Toledo, 
June 8, replacing Bobby Ramos, 


originally scheduled for that date. 


FIGHTING SONS 








of the NAVY BLUE 


VANGUARD SONGS Ine 
Hollywood 
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DICK ROBERTSON 
Decca No, 4189 
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The new “country tune” sensation. 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


BOB ATCHER 
Okeh No. 6496 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 


Ernest Tubb’s 


ERNEST TUBB 
Decca No. 5958 
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ISHAM JONES ON 
WHY WAR SONGS 
FLOP 


Memphis, June 9. 


Wanna know why the war songs of 
World War II aren't clicking? 

Isham Jones, the maestro who 
penned ‘You're in the Army Now’ 
for the last World War, thinks he has 
the answer. America is too mad 
about this war to do much singing. 
There won't be any warblin’ until 
we're winnin’, 

‘You see, we never took a licking 
before,’ says the veteran, who was in 
the Army himself. ‘In fact, we never 
have known the taste of defeat until 
now. We don’t like it and we don’t 
feel like singing as long as that taste 
ig still in our mouth.’ 





Give ’Em the Old Ones 
St. Louis, June 9. 

Old war songs, ‘those written dur- 
ing World War No. 1, are the most 
popular at the Air Corps Training 
Camp, Scott Field, Il., 25 miles from 
here, according to Major Harold A. 
Voorhees, special service officer at 
the huge camp. After the first of 
weekly community sings by the 
cadets Maj. Voorhees found that 
‘K-K-K-Katie,’ ‘Goodbye Broadway, 
Hello France,’ ‘Tipperary,’ ‘Yankee 
Doodle,’ etc., were preferred to the 
more modern battle hymns. 





Chi Times’ Quest 
Chicago, June 9. 

Failure of any war song to catch 
on, as did ‘Over There’ and others 
in 1917-18, has led the Chicago 
Times to start a nationwide ‘War 
Song for America’ contest. It’s open 
to amateurs and pros alike. 

Times is trying to line up papers 
in other cities to join in the contest. 
To get the competish under way, 
Times is offering $1,000 in prizes. 
Other sheets participating will be 
asked to build this coin up. 

Their contribution will be $2 per 
1,000 circulation, one-half to go to 
local winners and the other to go 
into the pot for the national winner. 
All advances and royalties from 
the tunes go to their authors, 


Cash to Von Tilzer Ends 
His Damage Suit On 
Alleged Kenny Song Lift 


Harry Von Tilzer discontinued 
Monday (8) in N. Y. federal court 
his infringement suit against Leo 
Feist, Inc., and Nick and Charles 
Kenny. Feist paid Tilzer .a lump 
sum in settlement of the éase. 

Von Tilzer had charged that the 
Kennys in writing their song, ‘Little 
Skipper,’ whieh Feist published in 
1938, had borrowed parts of “All 
Aboard for Blanket Bay.’ Von Tilzer 
wrote and published ‘Bay’ in 1910. 











Leith Stevens, a musical director 
at RKO, has arranged for the pres- 
entation of his composition, ‘Ameri- 
can Rhapsody.’ by New York Phil- 
harmonic next season. 




















‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 


kkk 
All Material Available 
BAND 


DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Drive 








PEATMAN RESUMES HIS 
AUDIENCE INDEX REPORT 





John G. Peatman, the City College 


of New York psychology instructor, 
has revived the publication of his 
Audience Coverage Index Report on 
current music plugs over the net- 
works for another few weeks. In 
a letter attached to copies of a re- 
port for the period May 28-June 3 
which he distributed last weekend 
Peatman stated that he had ‘received 
sufficient encouragement to warrant 
resumption’ of the service. The re- 
ports in the industry are that he’s 
being temporarily financed by the 
picture-company controlled publish- 
ing combines. 


In his latest compilation Peatman 


includes programs originated from 
Chicago and Los Angeles. 
ference between his service and the 
Accurate Reporting Service is that 
whereas the latter treats with in- 
dividual network performances Peat- 
man’s report shows what are sup- 
posed to be the number of stations 


The dif- 


contained in each network plug. 


Viewpoint of the publishing indus- 
try in general is that such informa- 
tion is merely of academic signifi- 
cance, 





GREENE & REVEL 
REPATRIATING 
SELVES? 


Inquiries made during the past 
week among ASCAP publishers in- 





dicate that Mort Greene and Harry 


Revel would like to terminate their 
publishing alliance with Broadcast 
Music, Inc., and put the firm of 
Greene & Revel, Inc., into the 
ASCAP fold. Greene and Revel, 
who are writer members of ASCAP, 
want to continue as publishers of 
their own works and the problem 
facing them is to get some ASCAP 
publisher to liquidate their obliga- 
tions to BMI and acquire the latter’s 
stock in G & R. The amount quoted 
as necessary for such a deal is $30,- 
000. 

Greene and Revel, who have writ- 
ten several RKO scores, made their 
publishing tieup with BMI at the 
tailend of the ASCAP-radio fight in 
1941. The two writers were some 
weeks ago asked by ASCAP’s com- 
plaint committee to answer charges 
that the licensing of their works 
through BMI was in violation of the 
terms of the ASCAP consent decree. 
“After the anti-trust division of the 
U. S. Department ef Justice had 
stepped into this situation by ques- 
tioning ASCAP’s right to discipline 
its members fox giving their radio 
rights away, the Society intimated 


solution with Greene and Revel, 


that it was working out a peaceful 


‘Records for Fighters’ File 
As a Non-Profit Corp. 


Albany, June 9, 
Records for Our Fighting Men, 
Inc., has been chartered as a non- 
profit membership corporation, 


Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballantine, 
31 Nassau street, New York City, 
were the attorneys filing the papers 
with the Secretary of State. 


Max Winslow, 59, 
Vet Music Exec, 


Dies in H'wood 


Hollywood, June 9. 
Max Winslow, 59, v.p. of Irving 


Berlin, Inc., who in the heyday of 
vaudeville ranked as the music busi- 
ness’ No. 1 exploiter of popular 
songs, died June 8 in the Cedars of 
Lebanon Hospital. He suffered a 
stroke following a diabetic illness he 
didn’t know he possessed. His widow, 
Tillie, also well known in Hollywood 
and Broadway, survives. 


Winslow had spent over 30 years 
in the music publishing field, and it 
is to his influence as an advisor and 
exploiteer that Irving Berlin has al- 
ways ascribed a major share of his 
success as a writer. A factor that 
made Winslow's dominance as a pro- 
fessional manager uncontestable for 
years was his ability to control the 
outstanding performing personalities 
in vaudeville. He maintained this 
Status until radio came into the ex- 
ploitation phase of the music busi- 
ness. It was then that he felt that 
he had reached a snag in his career, 
and he gracefully bowed out of the 
business of exploiting songs. Never- 
theless he harbored a certain resent- 
ment against the new medium. 


He had always maintained that the 
success of a performer was tied up 
with the song material that was 
brought him by the publisher, who 
knew that performer’s particular ap- 
titudes, but here in radio was a spe- 
cies of entertainer, bandmen and 
vocalists, who, because of their 
simultaneous contact with millions of 
persons, felt that they were the best 
judges of what was best for their 
talents. Winslow could no longer 
control his personalities. 


Winslow’s association with Beriin 
started through that early period of 
‘Everybody’s Doing It,’ ‘Turkey Trot,’ 
‘Grizzly Bear’ and ‘At the Devil’s 
Ball,’ extended through the ‘Alexan- 
der’s Ragtime’ era, and ran on dur- 
ing the days of ‘What’ll I Do,’ ‘Al- 
ways’ and ‘Remember.’ Winslow 
during all this was a master by high- 
pressuring a song into the hit class. 
He would get up in a Broadway spot, 
such as Maxim’s, and introduce a 
new Berlin tune and, after a week 
or two of such similar songplugging 
appearances in like spots, the tune 
would suddenly find acceptance from 











Music Notes 


(Continued on page 44) 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of June 6) 





Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 
Sleepy Lagoon.........Chappell 
Jersey Bounce...........-.Lewis 
One Dozen Roses.,......Famous 
Under Apple -Tree......Robbins 
Three Little Sisters......Santly 
ge ee cores sera 
Who Wouldn’t Love.....Maestro 


Threw Kiss Ocean.......Berlin 
Tangerine ....... seeeee- Famous 
Always In Heart..... .. Remick 


Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
Moonlight Cocktail........Jéwel 
Sweet Eloise............ Shapiro 
Miss You... ... santley 


CHICAGO HEARS 
OF WAR AGAINST 
-PAYOLA 


Chicago, June 10, 

Johnny O’Connor came to town on 
a quick 24-hour round trip on Fri- 
day (5) to address the Professional 
Music Men and addressed them for 
slightly over two hours about the 
payola situation. O’Connor minced 
no vocabulary in stating the case 
and said that he was heading a drive 
to eliminate the payolas from the 
music business. 











told about how he helped clean 
out the music publishers’ pay-off 
mess to vaudeville acts. And today 
the payolas must be _ eliminated 
again. Payments for arrangements, 
free tickets to shows, gifts of scotch, 
salami and Sulka ties are all out. 
If a publisher wants a band leader 
to see a show, he must take him 
himself, not send the tickets around. 

The pcint was stressed that it will 
not be necessary to get absolute 
black-on-white evidence to convict 
a publisher of pay-offs; a good cir- 
cumstantial evidence case will be 
good enough to kick an offender out 
of the union. 


Wil-Shore, Chi, Opening 


Chicago, June 9. 
Wil-Shore, outdoor dance floor, re- 
opens for summer run Saturday 
(13). Spot is on lake, in Chicago’s 
north side section. 
Carl Schreiber and orchestra will 
provide music. 














Sonny Kahn at Universal working 
on the score of an untitled musical. 


O’Connor went back to 1916 and} 


Speiser Views Embodied in Bill That 
Sacks (Philly) Presents to Congress 





Measure to amend the copyright 
act so as to give recognition to 
interpretive artists and musicians 
has been introduced in the House of 
Representatives by Congressman 
Leon Sacks, of Philadelphia. The 
amendments were drawn by Maur-- 
ice J. Speiser, general counsel for 
the National Association of Per- 
forming Artists. 

The bill would do away with the 
section in the act which exempts a 
coin-machine from licensing, unless 
a fee is charged for admission, and 
would make it mandatory for a 
commercial user to obtain a license 
in the case of the making or re- 
producing of any recording Of a 
copyrighted work. Under this 
amendment a special fee would have 
to be paid on phonograph records 
used over the air, in coin-machines 
or by any other device so long as 
the profit clement is involved, 

While the amendments would 
make various versions of a work 
subject to copyright, the copyright 
owner of the original manuscript is 
protected in any event. Before a 
copyright may be secured for a re- 
corded version of a number, ap- 
proval must come from the orige 
inal copyright owner. By this clause 
the interpreter’s rights are subore 
dinate to the rights of the holder 
of a manuscript’s copyright. 


JANE COWL HAS 
A CASE—JUDGE 


Jane Cowl, it has been ruled 
Justice E. L. Hammer in N. ¥, 
supreme court, has sufficient evie 
dence on which to start an account- 
ing suit, and hence Miller Music 
Corp. (a Robbins-Metro  subsid- 
iary) need not produce its books, 
records, etc., as regards the Vincent 
Youmans score of ‘Through the 
Years.’ Miss Cowl, as co-author of 
‘Smilin’ Through,’ with Jane Murfin, 
charged that Youmans’ musicaliza- 
tion, ‘Through the Years,’ was based 
on the play; and that he was to com- 
pensate them 37%% of all music 
royalties, 

Miss Cowl, alleging that Youmans 
broke his contract, is now proceed- 
ing directly against Miller Music, the 
publishers of Youmans’ works, and 
feels ‘that there may be substantial 
sums of money’ due her. She sought 
to examine the books and records 
to determine if she could institute 
suit, but the Cour ruled she can do so 
regardless, and that Miller need not 
expose its financial statements. Her 
course is to sue for an accounting 
which, if successful, will give her 











access soon enough to what she now 
seeks to uncover. 


























at Metro. 





Crew,’ at Paramount, 





for ‘Sweet and Hot’ at RKO. 





Victor 
backgrounds 


Young 
for Paramount's 


music. 





Jerry Johnson has left profes 





position with Robbins Music. 








Hollywood, Calif. 


Bronislau Kaper assigned to the 
scoring job on ‘Keeper of the Flame 


Freddie Rich signed to compose 
and conduct the score for ‘Wrecking 


Frank -Loesser and Jimmy McHugh 
turned in four of their eight songs 


writing musical | 
‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls,’ with Vicente 
Gomez as consultant on Spanish folk 


sional manager spot at ABC Music 
in New York, for a contact mans 
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BING CROSBY...THE MERRY MACS 


Both Agree That 


“HEY MABEL 


Will Become the Outstanding 
Novelty Hit Song of the Year 


MERRYWOOD 


6425 Hollywood 





1650 Broadway, New York 


PUBLISHERS 


Bivd., Hollywood 
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i. 9 ’ . change in policy for the restaurant, 

Britain's Song Leaders on Air [<9 see =< UusIC | 
Phil Levant filling in off nights at 
Rhumba Casino and Chez Paree, Chi 
Lond May 5 ne: Bandmasters and orchestra leaders in the camps will soon have a com- 
below and, whi i for free distribution through the Special 

; i ) ) : plete library of arrangements 
(April 6-May 3 log of English broadcasts are tabulated below and, while Walter Fuller now at Capitol Ne atid ck ae Eee Wee eas tee le te 


dated, is printed for casual informatiou of the general music trade. Symbol Lounge, Chicago. 
A is for American copyrights; E for English. British publisher is appended e ae Herman Corker, officer in charge of the Reception Center at Fort Mc- 



























































































































































herewith.) Eddie Oliver opens at the Black- | Pherson, Georgia, wrote to Musicians Union requesting James C. Petrillo | 
Sailor With the Navy Blue Eyes a 3...£ &@f stone hotel, in Chicago, June 19, with | to supply his 11-piece dance orchestra and 35-piece military band, with 
ry eee e Navy Bl FUP coseresecess 64 CRC Charles Murray set to follow on stendaré arrangements. | 
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Nation's Next No. 1 Ballad Hit laid. 


Winslow became a partner in Ber- 


lin, Inc., at the firm's founding in 1919. 
Berlin was president, Winslow, v.p., 
and Saul H. Bornstein, secretary and 
general manager. Winslow left the 


organization in 1933 to join Colum- 


bia Pictures.as a producer and asso- 
ciate of Harry Cohn. Among the 
musicals with whose production 


Winslow was connected was ‘One 


Night of Love,’ starring Grace Moore. 
In 1939 Winslow resumed his associa- 
tion with the Berlin firm, but con- 
: : tinued to live in Hollywood. 


by Eric Mascl “ se ae Funeral services will be held to- 
ad ascnwitz and Michael Ca morrow (Wednesday) at Wee Kirk o’ 


Heather in Forest Lawn, Glendale. 
ng rye committed to the Gar- 
s 8 en o emory Mausoleum there. 
Shapiro, Bernstein pa Oe MOM eM | Pallbearers will be Saul Bornstein, 
Ad oeAwereis. Max Gordon, Bobby North, Jack 

1270 Si A res Calhoun, Mike Lyman and Joe Rein- 
xth vahties New York gold. Berlin is held in New York by 

JONIE TAPS, Gen. Mor the Army show he is producing, but 

Mrs. Berlin and Bornstein are on 
from New York to attend the rites, 
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If Det. Takes Over Burley, Taxpayers 
May Wanna Know What's Comin’ Off 





Detroit, June 9. 

Almost like the head of any other 
city department, the manager of the 
Empress burlesque theatre is report- 
ing to hizzoner, Mayor Jeffries, these 
days. The Empress is the theatre 
here which is in court under back- 
tax suit, with the likelihood of the 
city becoming the owner. It prob- 
ably is just preliminary to later de- 
velopments when the _ burlesque 
house manager will have to be re- 
porting his grosses, billings and 
bookings at the city fall. 

Latest trouble of the Empress was 
a brush with a rival city depart- 
ment, run by the police, who sent 
in a censor’s report that the gals 
weren't taking them off right—in 
fact, there was nothing to take off. 
Edward Dale, the manager, said it 
was all done with lights but that the 
customers ‘see more than they pay 
for but less than they want and like 
it just the same.’ 

‘Don’t you get any complaints?’ 
Mayor Jeffries asked. 

‘No complaints, just plenty of re- 
peaters,’ said Dale. “The only com- 
plaints we ever get are from the 
cops.” 

Mayor Jeffries said if there were 
any complaints he would not renew 
the present license when it expires 
Aug. 1. 

‘Don’t worry,’ assured Dale, ‘You 
won’t get a beef from a single cus- 
tomer.’ 

The mayor here isn’t looking 
ahead any too happily to the day 
when the court may decide that the 
city can have the burlesque house. 
Right now it looks like both the 
customers and the cops—officially, 
that is—can’t be pleased with the 
same show. When every customer 
is a taxpayer who feels he owns a 
chunk of the house the mayor fig- 
ures that he will be up against more 
than just departmental jealousy be- 
tween the police and the burlesque 
departments. Every taxpayer will 
want to know what’s coming off in 
the Municipal Burlesque Theatre. 
Also, can the house be allowed to go 
into the blue to stay out of the red? 





Foil Stripper’s ‘Suicide’ 





New Orleans, June 9. 

Maxine Russell, stripper at the 
French Casino nitery here, was found 
partially overcome by gas in her 
hotel room Thursday (4). She was 
found when friends went to take her 
some coffee. 

Police of the first precinct said the 
woman had been in ill health for 
about two weeks and believed she 
made an attempt to end her life. 





|Big Chi Auditorium 


Taken Over By Army 


Chicago, June 9. 

International Amphitheatre, scene 
of many big shows and home of the 
International Live Stock Exposition, 
has been taken over by the U. S. 
Army. 

Of what use the Army will make 
of the big auditorium was not dis- 
closed. It was understood the United 
Nations War Show, set to open short- 
ly, will go ahead as planned be- 
cause of its importance to the war 
effort. 


ATLANTIC CITY 
507%, UNDER “41 


Atlantic City show business was 
off about 50% over the Decoration 
Day holiday and last week, accord- 
ing to comparisons with the same 
periods last year. The Steel Pier, 
best known of A.C.’s amusement 
places, showed a drop of around 
40%, with an even more marked 
decrease at Hamid’s Million Dollar 
Pier. 

Decrease was so sharp at Hamid’s 
spot over Decoration Day that he 
didn’t operate this past weekend. 
Whether he’ll try to operate regu- 
larly on weekends before July 1 
is now problematical. 

Steel Pier, however, is continuing 
its weekend operation until June 27, 
when it starts full-week business. 
Booked for that week are the Ink 
Spots, with Benny. Goodman’s band 
as an added b.o. hypo over the July 
4 weekend. 


Berle Into State, N. Y,, 














On ‘Gross Biz’ Deal 





Milton Berle’s deal with Loew’s 
State, N. Y., has finally been set, 
the comic going in for two weeks 
starting June 25. 

It’s a rather complicated deal, 
based on the possible grosses, but 
Berle will most likely gross around 
$7,000 per week for himself. William 
Morris office set the deal. 

At 7G, Berle will be setting a stage 
salary record for himself. His pre- 








vious high was $6,500 weekly. 
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BOOKING GHIZ 
DUCKS ACTORS 


Chief Abuse Is ‘Paying Off 
In the Dark’ — No Con- 
tracts, Just Slips of Paper, 
Part of Setup—Daily Sala- 
ries As Low As $3 for 
Singles 





THE ‘DOUBLECROSS’ 





With vaudeville showing signs of 
a marked comeback—with still 
greater expectations for next sea- 
son—it was expected that some old- 
style gyppery long familiar in that 
field would crop up. It has. 

Chief abuse is that of ‘paying off 
in the dark,’ with the actors, of 
course, getting the dirty end. That 
gimmick works chiefly where the 
booker gets a lump sum for the show 
and then pays off the acts himself. 


It has been found that all of these 
bookers—for some strange reason— 
can’t count, but—for an even 
stranger reason—they never make a 
mistake in the nerformer’s favor. 

One of the indie bookers in N. Y., 
booking a number of one and two- 
day stands in and around the metro- 
politan area, has made a fine art of 
that particular dodge. In order not 
to be caught with the goods when 
the inevitable denouement comes, 
he’s not even issuing the semblance 
of a contract to the acts—but hands 
them strips of paper merely carry- 
ing the name of the theatre they 
are to play and directions on how to 
get there. 

His salaries in some cases are not 
even enough to pay the acts’ gasoline 
bills to the theatre. It’s not unusual 
for this booker to pay singles $3 
for a full day; doubles $6 and $7, and 
three-people acts as low as $10. 
That’s in N. Y., ‘with the American 
Guild of Variety Artists virtually 
around the corner. This booker 
sports an AGVA franchise, but evi- 
dently forgets how to read when he 
éomes to the “minimum salary’ 
clause in the AGVA basic agree- 
ment. Latter calls for minimum 
pay of $10 per person per day. 

Another old vaude gimmick back 
in play is the tactics of some book- 
ers to ‘doublecross’ the agents by 
buying acts cheaper than at the price 
quoted by the talent reps. This is 
done simply by the booker calling | 
the act direct, after the agent has 
gone, of course, 








and browbeating, | 


or cajoling, the talent to take less | 


money than the agent had been ask- | 
ing. 

About the only chiseling gag not | 
yet heard from is the ‘double con- 
tract,’ with none of the copies read- 
ing alike and, the booker always 
holding the one that calls for the 
least amount of pay. But this also 
will likely soon be pulled again. 


HENRY DUNN SETTLES 
WIFE’S SUPPORT CLAIM 


Boston, Jan. 9. 








Henry Dunn, of Cross and Dunn, 


has made a lump-sum settlement 
with his estranged wife (said to be 
$2,000), who caused his arrest while 
appearing here at the Boston Shoe 
Fair. 

Dunn was charged with being 
$3,490 in arrears on a separate sup- 
port order obtained by Mrs. Emma 
Levine (Mrs. Dunn) in 1927, when 
he was ordered to pay $35 weekly 
for the support of his wife and son, 


David, now 19. Dunn’s real name fs | 


Levine. 

Judge Frederick J. Dillon in Suf- 
folk Probate Court issued the writ 
at Mrs. Levine’s request and Dunn 
was picked up as he finished his 
show. According to his wife, Dunn 
now earns $500 weekly, and is treas- 
urer of the American Guild of Va- 
riety ‘Artists. 





|Other Encouraging 
Wynn Gives N. Y. 





Vaude Symptoms; 
Three 2-a-Dayers, 


Most Since the Heyday of Late 1920s 


a> 
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Murray-Gilbert Vaude 
Set for Coast El Cap 


Hollywood, June 9. 

New El Capitan theatre, formerly 
the Playhouse, gets going with its 
vaude policy around July 1, a pack- 
age presentation by Ken Murray and 
Billy Gilbert entitled ‘Blackouts of 
1942,” They will also appear in the 
show. House will be scaled to $1.50 
top, with two shows a day and three 
on Saturday and Sunday. 

El Cap is now undergoing altera- 
tions at a cost of over $25,000. 


TED LEWIS OFF 
‘UNFAIR LIST 


Ted Lewis has been taken off the 
‘unfair list’ by the American Guild 
of Variety Artists, the maestro hav- 
ing paid, through the William Mor- 
ris agency, the claim of $177 against 
him by the Blair Sisters. Girls said 
that amount was due them for re- 
turn transportation from the Coast 
after they had left Lewis’ unit. 

Remaining on AGVA’s unfair. list 
is George Hamid, with the perform- 
ers union stating that none of its 
members can play his Million Dol- 
lar Pier, Atlantic City, or any of the 
fairs he books until Hamid signs an 
agreement with AGVA. 

Dispute between Hamid and 
AGVA is now two years old. Arthur 
Fisher books Hamid’s pier in Atlan- 
tic City. 














Pierre’s Cotillion Room 


Exits Show, Dancing 


The’ Hotel Pierre’s ~(N‘Y.)-C@til- 
lion Room has called it a season, so 
far. as show and bands are con- 
cerned, and its Cafe Pierre adjunct, 
instead, will play acts. Anne Fran- 
cine debuted there last night (Tues- 
day). 

The Cotillion will be open for 
luncheon and dinner, sans show or 
dancing. 





Two-a-day vaudeville renaissance 
is getting an added hypo via the click 
first week of Gracie Fields, heading 
the new Clifford C. Fischer-Shuberts 
‘Top-Notchers’ at the 44th Street, 
N. Y. English star, drawing many 
compatriot refugees, drew slightly 
better than $20,000 in her first week 
ended Thursday (4). 


Other encouraging signs include 
the click tryout last week in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., of the Alfred Bloom- 
ingdale-Nat Karson straight vaude 
venture, which opens tonight (Wed- 
nesday) at the Grand Opera House, 
Chicago. This show was booked by 
Paul Small, as was the two-a-day 
layout also opening tomorrow night 
(Thursday) at the Biltmore, Los An- 
geles, headed by George Jessel-Jack 
Haley-Ella Logan-Kitty Carlisle and 
The DeMarcos. The Chi show has 
Bert Lahr, Joe E. Lewis and Bert 
Wheeler as headliners, 

Vaudeville’s strongest boost may 
well come June 22, when Ed Wynn’s 
two-a-day lineup opens at the Alvin, 
N. Y., with Carmen Amaya, Jane 
Froman and Smith and Dale also 
prominent on the marquee. 


Wynn had to postpone his show 
one week because of an injured hand, 
as detailed in another column. He 
will give N. Y. three straight vaude 


(Continued on page 46) 


JOE HELBOCK SUES ON 
HIS ONYX CLUB TITLE 


Joseph J. Helbock, doing business 
as The Onyx Club, N. Y., filed suit 
Monday (8) in N. Y. supreme court 
against Arthur Jawitz and Irving 
Alexander, doing business as the 57 
West 52nd St. Corp., claiming the de- 
fendants are attempting to use the 
Onyx name which he copyrighted in 
1935. Helbock seeks to enjoin the 
use of the name by the defendants, 


Plaintiff states he has been in the 
night club and restaurant business 
for 15 years, was the first to use the 
name of Onyx, and was the first to 
introduce swing. He copyrighted the 
name Oct. 17, 1935, and says that he 
has been offered large sums for the 
right thereto but has declined the 
offers. He is not operating at pres- 
ent, but plans to open shortly on 
52nd Street, he says. 
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RKO Pala (le K y d | aaaaaaananaanaaeaaeaed ' Family Affair MUSICAL BARS’ 
~ Vaudeville’s ‘come back’g 
Ce, ve., ceps aliae t prompts this inquiry: $ Talk aan ay eae . 
‘3 “ect? | . The Yacht Club, town's lead- LATEST F AD 
For Summer Due to Smart Business { Who Was the First? $) snus" liu one oy 


Cleveland, June 9. 

Grosses of the Palace have been 
so consistently satisfactory despite 
tire shortage. and rising tempera- 
ture that Clem Pope, RKO division 
manager, has decided to retain its 
vaude policy throughout the hot 
months. 

In previous years the downtown 
RKO de luxer dropped its stage 
shows when June rolled around, and 
limped through the doldrum period 
on ‘B’ flickers. This is the first sea- 
son that the Palace has been able 
to lay its hands on stronger film 
product, plus enough Hollywood 
and orchestral names to make a 
summer vaude venture worthwhile. 

Since some of the house’s biggest 
takes were achieved by swing bands, 
Pope is placing the heat on name 
orchestras this season. For week of 
June 12, he is tagging Louis Prima’s 
crew, Billy House and Dennis Day, 
latter from Jack Benny’s radio pro- 
gram, with ‘Saboteur’ on the screen. 
Set for June 19, are Frankie Mas- 
ters’ band and Shirley Ross, film 
actress, plus ‘Broadway’; June 26, 
Skinnay Ennis’ orch with ‘The 
Tuttles,’ and tentatively for July 3, 
tab version of ‘Pal Joey,’ with Vivi- 
enne Segal and Georgie Tapps. 


Hildegarde Into Plaza 
Sept. 28 on New Setup 


Abandoning a long-established an- 
nual custom, Hildegrade shifts 
from her home base at the Savoy- 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., to the Hotel 
Plaza around Sept. 28, reopening the 
Persian Room at this class N. Y. 
hostelry. Her deal, set by Jack 
Bertell (MCA), calls for 26 weeks 
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| Vaude Upheat 
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shows, the highest number since the 
late ’20s. 

Biz for the other Fischer-Shuberts’ 
vauder, ‘Priorities,’ at the 46th Street, 
N. Y., also continues good, the gross 
last week approximating $19,000. 
That spells a good profit for the Lou 
Holtz - Wiilie Howard- Phil Baker- 
Paul Draper menage. 

Result of vaude’s big click these 
past few months is a new-found op- 
timism in the trade for next season 
and seasons to come. For the first 
time in years there’s quite a bit of 
talk by vaude producers pointing to 
a rash of units next season. In line 
with that, Lou Wolfson, now on spe- 
cial assignment for the William Mor- 
ris office, is already busy lining up 
the representation of such stage 
packages for that agency. 


Gracie Fields’ Click 
Belies Theory Vaude 
Can’t Draw at Matinees 


Clifford C, Fischer is revising his 
attitude that a vaudeville show can’t 
be a matinee attraction, because of 


Gracie Fields’ pull in ‘Topnotchers,’ 
the new two-a-dayer at the 44th St. 
theatre, N. Y. Miss Fields and her 
show, doing $800 weekday matinees 
as against the click ‘Priorities’ at the 
46th St., with its $500 mats, and less, 
proves that the women will turn 
out for the right type of vaudeville 
show. 


For the first time last week Fisch- 
er’s 44th St. vaudery passed his 46th 

















By HARRY PUCK 

To use bow music. 

Te give the audience a ‘do you 
want more?’ look. 

Girl to mimic everything her male 
partner did until he rolled up his 
trousers. 

Man to kiss girl wherever she said 
it hurt (her hand, arm, etc.) until 
she tripped and fell on her derriere. 

Tr tee sand for a sand dance. 

To use a dancing mat. 

To use a ‘spotlight.’ 

To use a ‘stooge’ in box. 

To use a ‘flash box’ in foots. 

Monologist to say, ‘a funny thing 
happened to me on my way down 
to the theatre.’ 

To bring the baby on for a bow. 

Husband to stand in entrance hold- 
ing a glass of water for his singing 
wife. 

To do a sketch. 

To say ‘who was that lady I saw 
you with.’ 

Straight man to hit comic on the 
head with newspaper. 

Boy and girl ‘bench act.’ 

To say (on opening telegram de- 
livered by comic) ‘Why, this is aw- 
ful, my partner can’t get here— 
what’s that, you say you want to go 
on the stage?’ 

To say, ‘Don’t explain it to him, 
lady, let him figure it out for him- 
self.’ 

To say (when a woman got up 
during his act), ‘All the way back 
lady and turn to the right.’ 

Female impersonators to take off 
his wig and in a very deep voice 
(as he took manly steps) say, ‘Hy 
ya, Fellers.’ 

To kick about their billing or 
about their position on bill. 


Mpls. Cafe Owner Admits 








cafe singer, and his brother, Sol 
Heller. When Jackie isn’t work- 
ing out of town, he headlines 
the floor show. The band is led 
by Herman Middleman, who is 
married to a sister, Celia Heller, 
who frequently doubles behind 
the bar as a cashier. 

The spot’s bookkeeper is an- 
other sister, Esther Heller, and 
until she was married to Harry 
Gordon, New York business man, 
a couple of weeks ago, the fea- 
tured singer with Middleman’s 
band was still a third sister, 
Shirley Heller. 


Racial Discrimination 
Charges Dropped When 
Nitery Op Apologizes 


Minneapolis, June 9. 
Racial discrimination charges 
against Mrs. May Perlstrom, mana- 
ger of the Wagon Wheel night club, 
were dismissed in police court after 
she apologized. 


The charges l.ad been brought by 
Private Samuel Tucker, stationed at 
Fort Snelling here, who visited the 
night club. with another youth and 
two girls. Service was allegedly re- 
fused them because Tucker is a Jew. 
Under the state law the offense is 
punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment. ‘ 

Both Tucker and the state attor- 
ney asked that the charge be 
dropped. Tucker said he felt Mrs. 
Perlstrom and her husband, owner 
of the club, had been sufficiently 
punished because they spent a night 
in jail following their arrest. 

‘I regret extremely that I said 
things, which justified the construc- 
tion that I would not serve Jews, 














IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 9. 
Latest trend in Philidelphia’s night 
club scene is the setting up of ‘mu- 
sical bars’ in the nabes in which 
defense workers live. 


With gas and tire rationing cut- 
ting down on the distance enter- 
tainment seekers will go for a little 
quiet elbow-hoisting, and with the 
popularity of the musical-bar idea 
proven by the success of this type 
spot in midtown, operators are 
spreading out all over town. 


Latest spots in the away-from- 
midtown sector is the Germantown 
Bar in Germantown, to be opened 
next week by Lew Lantos, and the 
L’Aiglon, opened in West Philly by 
Jim Tenney. South Philly features 
Mayo’s, which was converted from a 
nitery to a musical bar, 


In Southwest Philly, in the heart 
of the defense belt, is Leo Lawler’s 
musical bar. In Nosth Philly, on the 
site of the old Phillies ball park, 
was recently opened the Alpine bar, 

Lantos, who also operates the Mo. 
ravian and Chancellor bars in mid- 
town, is mulling the setting up of 
similar spots in the northwest sec- 
tion and the suburbs. 


With the growth of this type of 
boite, there is a growing demand 
for ‘cocktail units’ of three and four 
men each, instead of the larger or- 
chestras. Several bands are being 
disbanded and forming trios and 
quartets, finding it easier to obtain 
work in this way. 








Konchar Elected Prez 
Of Chi Booker Group 


poe ; c 7 : St. ‘Priorities,’ being $1,000 apart, eee : : Chicago, June 9. 
within 52, in three-month intervals. with Miss Fields’ frolic bettering Padding Theft Loss, Gets — sanoue ——s eon ng er was George W. Konchar, Consolidated 
Being a larger room than the | $20,000. Mrs. la Me att #4 in her apology. | Radio Artists, is new president of 


S-P’s Cafe Lounge, it permits for a 
greater gross since the songstress 
is on a profit-sharing deal, as she 
was at the Savoy-Plaza. Bob 
Grant’s orchestra is part of the 
deal, both having worked together 
very well, and he too shifts into 
the Plaza. 

Both hotels, while under kindred 
operation, are more or less com- 
petitively managed. It marks a re- 
turn of the Persian Room to big 
names, that spot having for a time 
dropped its formality and couvert 
to a $1.50-$2 minimum tariff, with 
good results. Hildegarde’s return 
means reinstatement of the couvert, 
or upping the minimums to $2.50- 
$3.50 as at the Savoy-Plaza. 

The Plaza, meantime, continues 
operating with the DiGatanos, 
ballroomologists, and Ben Cutler’s 
band, doing quite well and likely 
to weather the summer without 
forcing shutdown of the room as 
heretofore, 
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Since Zero Mostel dropped out of 
‘Top Notchers, Johnny Burke has 
stepped in to replace. 


Luba Malina is now billed in place 
of Joan Merrill at Clifford C. Fis- 
cher’s other New York vaudery, 
‘Priorities,’ at the 46th St. 


4 FINGERS FRACTURED, 
WYNN POSTPONES SHOW 


Ed Wynn sustained painful injur- 
ies to one hand Monday night (8) 
at rehearsals in N. Y. of his two-a- 
day vaude layout, necessitating a 
one-week postponement of his open- 
ing at the Alvin, N. Y. New date 
is June 22, instead of June 15, with 
the out-of-town break-in scheduled 
for June 20-21 in Bridgeport. 

Four fingers were fractured when 
Wynne caught it in the collapsible 
wagon prop of Red Donohue and 
Uno (mule). With his mitt in a 
plaster cast, the comic decided to 
stall his opening one week. 











3 Chicagoans Buy 
’ Keith’s Theatre, Indpls. 


Chicago, June 9. 
Keith’s theatre, Indianapolis, has 
been bought by Anton Scibilia, Sam 
Roberts and Nick Boila from United 
| Theatres Co. (Ike Libson). 


Trio has been leasing houses and 











operating vaudfilm. 
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HARRIS and SHORE 


10-Year Suspended Term 


Minneapolis, June 9. 
Robert Kemper, night club owner, 
was given a suspended 10-year sen- 
tence in district court for reporting a 
fraudulent $1,200 holdup loss to the 
police and his insurance company. 
He had claimed the loss of $1,000 
more than was obtained from his 
establishment by four holdup men 
who were later caught, Three of the 
St. Paul men who committed the 
stickup were given sentences of four 
to 30 years in prison and the other 
was referred to the probation officer, 
After their capture the bandits told 
the amount obtained. At first Kem- 
per insisted his figures were correct, 
but he finally admitted their pad- 
ding. 








Saranac Lake 


By Harry Clifton 
(Pinch-hitting for Happy Benway) 
Saranac, N. Y., June 9. 

_Harold Rodner, Will Rogers Memo- 
rial Fund Exec, up from New York 
and finding things at the lodge run- 
ning smoothly. 

Muriel Eddy (one of the Eddy sis- 
ters) has penned the words and 
music to a pop ballad, ‘Help Me to 
Stop Loving You.’ 

Thanks to the Vic Alfan Trio (bass, 
accordion, guitar) for taking time out 
to entertain the gang at the Rogers. 
Alfan and the boys were playing the 
local Elks anniversary week. 

Virginia Brown, former Earl Car- 
roll showgirl, is coming along nicely 
at the Rogers. 

Merthea Merryfield, who is mak- 
ing rapid strides back to health again 
at the Rogers, is said to have been 
the first fan dancer ever to appear in 
Europe, 

Credit Jerry Sager, assisted by 
Patricia Edwards, Muriel Eddy and 
Peggy McCarthy, for the care of the 
rock garden and flowers on the lawn 
of the Rogers. 

Patricia Wallace up for all suppers, 
after a long bed routine. — 

Richard ‘Dick’ Sontag was pleas- 
antly surprised recently by a visit 





Col.-Pemberton 


Continued from page 2 


Max Gordon several years ago, Col 
does not have to finance any Pem- 
berton_show unless it favorably re- 
gards the script. It can back one, 
10 or none of the manager’s shows. 
Understood that the deal calis for 
backing his plays for tryouts, the 
film group having the further 
privilege of declaring in or out on 
Broadway production. Last season 
there were a few legit deals between 
Hollywood and Broadway, but the 
picture end participated only up to 
a certain percentage of the cost. 

Not definite which of two plays 
will be first tried by Pemberton. 
He has a comedy called ‘Janie’, by 
Josephine Bentham and Hersch 
Williams, calling for a cast partly 
of kids and middle-aged characters. 
He also has ‘Uniforms by Schia- 
parelli’, by Smith Sawless and Es- 
ther Klinck. 





M. K. Jerome and Jack Scholl 
cleffed ‘Goodnight, My Darling,’ to} 
be sung in ‘The Hard Way’ at War- | 
ners. 





Entertainment Managers Association 
of Chicago, elected last week at the 
Sherman hotel meeting. 

Also elected are two vice-presi- 
dents, Donna Parker and Danny 
Graham. Lyman E. Goss was re- 
elected secretary-treasurer. Five di- 
rectors, all new, were elected. They 
are David P. O’Malley, James G. 
Henshel, Sam Levy, Mort Infield and 
Bert Peck. 

Annual meeting of board and elec- 
tion and installation of officers was 
held June 4, with annual golf tour- 
nament to be held at Bon Air Coun- 
try Club today (Tuesday). 
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GAPPELLAS PATRICIA 


are a watch-worthy dance duo, who 
heighten their ballroom weaving with 
tricky overhead spins and novel fin- 
ishes. Patricia is a surprisingly beau- 
tiful girl, and if the movie folks don’t 
grab he up some day soon — well, 
they will.” — WOLFE KAUFMAN, 
Chicago Sun, 

“Cappella and Patricia, the most 
interesting-looking ballroom team to 
play Chez Paree in a long while, held 
attention with intelligently executed 
numbers...offerings are topped with 
big overhead tricks that pull down 
very big applause.”—SAM HONIG- 
BERG, Billboard. 


NOW CHEZ PAREE, CHICAGO 
Thanks to Sam Bramson 
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ANISE ona ALAND 


Weeks of June 5 and 12 


CAB CALLOWAY) 


‘ 
OPENING CHICAGO THEATRE, CHI. 


to Boogie’ 
STRAND, N. Y. 


June 25 








~ 
Thanks to Sam Berk, Irving Mills Office, N. Y. 
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da WEEK aH em ies an, 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK the Will Rogers, off to Pittsburgh 4 AUL DINKY and FDDIE 
Opening June 25 acerord Gage, wino was in the te ‘ 
~~ TABARIN Maurice Evans, postcards “greetings “Solid Slap Happy Jive” 
n Francisco to the colony from Hollywood. 
(indefinitely) As iR ge te, hat 0 he Saranac Currently with Cab Calloway 


fine things it’s doing in the colony. 
Basil Colman bedsided by his 
mother from Burlington, Vt., re- 


Personal Manager, WILLIAM KENT 


STRAND, NEW YORK 


Week of 25th—Chicago, Chi. 


Thanks to SAM BERK, MILLS OFFICE, N. Y.- 
yr Na 


cently. 

Paul Sorkin pens the gang that he 
is in fine fettle, Jack DiAgistine, an- 
other ex-Rogersite, married recently 
in Paterson, N. J. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 

















or 




















Fr 2S DB mee 5s oo np eo @ma 


' er vee VS & 


remmrws 8 Se FO 


el 











en 7 


Wednesday, June 10, 1942 


VARIETY 


REVIEWS 47 








& Night Club Reviews 








ae Martinique, N. Y. 





Waiter O’Keefe, Jere McMahon, 
Marlyn Stuart, Martiniqueens (6), 
Emil Coleman's Orch and Noro 
Morales Rhumba Band; $3.50 mini- 


mum. 





La Martinique’s summer _ show, 
which opened Thursday night (18), 
indicates an effort to trim the budget 
fcr the hot months without injuring 
the draught too much. Walter 
O'Keefe is the headliner, doubling 
from the Clifford C. Fischer-Shuberts 
‘Top-Notchers’ vauder at the 44th 
Street, but the surrounding show is 
far less expensive, albeit pleasing in 


the main. ; 
O’Keefe is doing some of the same 
political gags here that feature 


his turn in the straight-vaude show 
—and their reception is likewise the 
same, poor. However, most of his 
nitery turn is composed of special 
songs, and that’s a marked improve- 
ment, though the vitamin number is 
as weak in Martinique as it is at the 
44th Street. Such rather risque 
tunes as ‘Ask for Mabel’ and ‘The 
Girl I Left Behind Me’ are better 
geared for this type of trade, and 
that’s markedly apparent in the re- 
ception they get. One of the tunes 
has a nifty inside laugh on agent 


Louis Shurr. ; 
Jere McMahon is a fine dancer in 
the Paul Draper-Georgie Tapps 


idiom. A nice-looking kid, he also 
can do alright with lines and pat- 
ter, as evidenced in the opening 
scene with the nitery’s six-girl line- 
up of Martiniqueens. On the other 
hand, Marlyn Stuart ‘(New Acts), 
who looks like a ’42 version of Mary 
Miles Minter, didn’t get over too 
well opening night. She's over- 
dramatizing her songs, and either 
her voice or arrangements, or both, 
are faulty. In looks, she’s a stand- 
out blonde well gowned and coiffed. 

The line of girls does well in three 
routines, two of them entailing pat- 
ter material. Femmes are lookers 
and well-costumed. 

A good measure of the show’s nice 
impression can perhaps be traced to 
Emil Coleman, who plays the pro- 
duction masterfully. He is alter- 
nating with Noro Morales’ rhumba 
band for the dancing. Incidentally, 
Coleman goes into the pit of Ed 
Wynn’s new’ two-a-day  vauder, 
‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ at the Alvin, 
N. Y., next Monday (15). 

Roye Dodge is credited as stager 
and producer of Dario and Vernon’s 
‘Summer Jubilee,’ title of — oe 

cho, 


BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





New Orleans, June 6. 
Copacabana Revue with Don Loper 
& Maxine Barrat, Juanita Alvarez, 
Walter Long, Betty Jane Smith, Carol 
Dexter, Fernando Alvarez, Samba 
Sirens, Boyd Raeburn Orch; $1.50 
minimum Saturday and Sunday. 





The booker who dealt the new 
show in this swank nitery certainly 
gave the management a handful of 
aces. The new offering Is a gay 
below-the-border revue with a 
wealth of talent and beauty, and the 
music of Boyd Raeburn’s orchestra. 

Offering gives every indication of 
being the biggest draw the town’s 
leading nocturnal renaezvous has 
ever had. It is a distinct departure 
from the usual policy of the spot. 

Topying the entertainers are Don 
Loper and Maxine Barrat, a classy 
ballroom team performing unusual 
routines which drew plenty of palm- 
pounding from first nighters. Style 
is smooth, easy and eyepleasing, of- 
fering some slick variations of the 
usual ballroom terps. 

The revenue has assembled six 
beauts (Samba Sirens) who’re worth 
the minimum just for the optics 
value. They’re exceptionally cos- 
tumed, their dance routines are 
nifty and they contribute plenty to 
the success of the offering. The girls 
are Pat Patrick, Virginia Wilson, 
Lucille Bremer, Betty DeWitt, Leona 
Olsen and Betty Apple. 

Juanita Alvarez suggests Carmen 
Miranda in more ways than one 
without being a copy. She knows 
how to use her hands and eyes, but, 
what’s more to the point, she has a 
voice to go with them. Does all her 
numbers in native tongue. The sen- 
orita, too, tosses in a weaving rou- 
tine that is quite an accomplish- 
ment. 

Walter Long and Betty Jane 
Smith tap their way to a nice hand, 
while Fernando Alvarez is a suave 
performer who clicks, too, with his 
songs, dances and tom tom manipu- 
lating, although his chore 1¢ brief. 

Carol Dexter is a blonde looker 
with nice pipes; she knows how to 
get her songs across. Making their 
first appearance here, Raeburn’s 
band impresses with its rhythmic 
quality and listenable melody. Sweet 
and swing receive: attention, with 
the zippier stuff nich in evidence 
for dancing. The outfit also pro- 


vides excellent background for the 
Liuzza. 


show. 


Monte Carlo Beach, N. Y. 


Sonny Kendis Orch (6); and Narita 
with Don Caballero’s Rhumba (6); 
$1.50 minimum. 








Fefe Ferry is back in business 
again at the Monte Carlo Beach, gay 
and colorful adjunct to the main 
M.C, room whose last season's opera- 
tions necessitated a financial reor- 
ganization. If Ferry and Gene 
Cavallero, of the Colony, keep the 
Beach (summer room) on the same 
even keel] as now, they have an ex- 
cellent chance to make it click the 
year round. Among the cues for a 
happier economic operation should 
be an unstiffening of the atmosphere, 
with a warmer greeter at the door. 

The overflow of some of our 
best night club pests and belligerent 
drunks, who have been barred 
from the Stork by Sherman 
Billingsley, could give any competi- 
tive joint a sizable quorum; but the 
Stork’s selectivity is done with pretty 
good judgment. The gripes against 
the Monte Carlo’s operation last 
year were predicated chiefly against 
the idea that unless this bunch of 
waiters knew the potential customer 
as a Colony patron he was just a 
waif in the night. Which isn’t .the 
way to successfully operate a saloon, 
no matter how glorified is its Frank- 
lin Hughes decor. And while Ferry 
can’t always be around, since his 
prime function is not as a maitre d’, 
but as a host, mixing with his cus- 
tomers, he should control that sit- 
uation. 

He has made a very wise booking 
in Sonny Kendis, with his zingy 
sextet (sax, violin, guitar, electric 
steel guitar, drums and himself at 
the ivories). And in Narita, heading 
the Don Caballero Rhumba Band 
(5), Ferry has an s.a. personality. 
She’s a long-stemmed, slim Guata- 
malan maracas-shaker and_hip- 
weaver, with her congarhumba 
vocals but a sidelight to her person- 
ality. She’s ideal for a sophisticated 
boite of this nature, and her support- 
ing Latin quintet knows how to whip 
up the one-two-three-bump music. 
There is also a 5-7 cocktail dansant, 
besides dinner and supper schedule. 

Abel. 


RHUMBA CASINO, CHI 


Chicago, June 3. 
Jay & Lou Seiler, Elinor~ Knight, 
Jack Hilliard, Ruth & Ravel, Winnie 
Hoveler Girls (6), Darryl Harpa 
Orch (8), Phil Levant Orch (8). No 
cover, no minimum. 








Labeled ‘Pan American Revue,’ 
this show follows a pattern of laughs 
and good entertainment all the way. 

Jay and Lou Seiler handle a dou- 
ble m.c. assignment and deliver their 
usual top performance. Pair does 
some highlight comedy on their own, 
too. 

Winnie Hoveler Girls, six of the 
classiest femme dancers in these 
parts, form the line for the show, 
and they’re tops. Gals moved in hur- 
riedly after completing a long run 
at the local Hi-Hat. Elinor Knight, 
shapely hoofer, taps through. a 
snappy routine, climaxing in a 
miniature marionet dance done with 
her finger tips. It’s smash material. 

Jack Hilliard sells a song neatly. 
He’s okay on personality, too. Ruth 
and Ravel, ballroom pair. do a caval- 
cade of dancing, from the gay ’90s. 
It’s neat and pair can really step, 
augmented with some comedy for 
finish. 

The Seilers particularly distin- 
guish themselves in two bits, one a 
‘Cape Dance’ done with matador 
capes, and the other their terrific bit 
on semi-circular skis. 

Darryl Harpa’s orchestra, a hold- 
over, satisfactorily handles the dance 


music and_ show. Phil Levant 
orchestra works the off night okay. 
; Loop. 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Tapia & Romero, Rica Martinez, 
Cerney Twins, Contreras Truba- 
dours, Hilda Moreno, Line (8), Maya 
Orch, Don Gilberto Rhumba Orch; 
Minimum $2 weekdays, $2.50 Satur- 
days. 








Havana-Madrid, one of the more 
consistently popular one-two-three- 
bump joints on Manhattan’s now 
Dark White Way, has imported Julio 
Richards, producer for the Teatro 
Nacionale, Havana, to do its sum- 
mer show. It’s moderate hot weather 
fare. 

This show follows the usual pat- 
tern of line, act, line, act, finale. 
Senor Richards lets his Cuban indi- 
viduality all out for the blow-off 
with a ‘Parade of United Nations’ 
flag-waver employing his line of 
eight girls and the entire cast. It’s, 
of course, on the bromidic side and 
a bit too extensively conceived for 
the limitations of the small floor. 

Tapia and Romero, Latino terpers 








costumed in boiled shirts and the 
panies version of the stovepipe. 
They do flamenco-type foot-stamp- 
ing in showmanly style, exhibiting 
more than the usual variety for this 
kind of thing. 

_Cerney Twins (boy and girl) are 
likewise dancers, but of the domes- 
tic ballroom brand. They wind up 
with the house pounding for more 
after a modified jitterbug routine. 
It is preceded with some good stand- 
ard ballroom work. Twins are nive 
lookers and personable. It’s unfor- 
tunate they mar their fine second 
appearance with an initial Apache 
turn. They’re too young looking for 
that kind of thing and the stuff’s 
corny anyway, so would be better 
scissored. 

Rica Martinez makes an effort as 
a ball-of-fire warbler. She’s only 
a flame, however, and can chalk up 
as her principal asset her vood 
looks. There’s a femme m.c., Hilda 
Moreno. who’s also okay on looks 
and will be better when she gets 
rid of that phony Latin first-night 
enthusiasm in her introductions. 

The Contreras Trubadours (AI- 
berto and Josephine) are somewhat 
out of place among the showmanly 
company with which they are sur- 
rounded. Their songs to the accom- 
vaniment of their own guitars are 
authentic folk stuff. But Broadway 
likes it phonied up and sold hot, 
which is unfortunately not the Con- 
treras style. 

Line of gals and their numbers 
are rather undistinguished. Mava 
and his orch plav the show and Don 
Githerto’s rhumba crew fills the 
lulls. Herb. 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(HOTEL SHERMAN) 





Chicago, June 5. 
Glen Gray Orch (16), Lebrun Sis- 
ters (3), Frank Paxton, Frank Payne, 
Carl Marx, Pee Wee Hunt, Kenny 
Sargent, College Inn Models (8); 
$1.50 minimum weekdays, $2.50 Sat- 
urday. 





The Panther Room has a substan- 
tially entertaining show built 
around Glen Gray outfit, visiting the 
spot for the first time in six years. 
Gray has augmented the band with 
the Lebrun Sisters, okay chirpers 
and good night club material. 

Frank Paxton displays great abil- 
ity at memory work, reeling off vital 
statistics of towns over 15,000 and 
topping the bit by calling off serial 
numbers of dollar bills with amaz- 
ing accuracy. Frank Payne, who 
emcees, exhibits smash ability at 
mimicry. Carl Marx’s clowning still 
continues to make the customers 
laugh. His lighted nose, though an 
old gag at the Sherman, still goes 
over. 

Coliege Inn Models, eight shapely 
femmes, do two production numbers. 
Tex Morrissey and her daughter, 
Joy, a part of the show’s ‘Farming’ 
rural act, do ‘Hank the Mule’ stint 
that gets over nicely. Audience flirt- 
ing and general laughable antics of 
mule are solid entertainment. 

Show closes on a patriotic note, 
with band doing a medley of service 
tunes. Show runs an hour, but it’s 
blessed with good pacing. Band 
numbers during show and dancing 
sessions have been well selected, 
with good variety throughout. 

Loop. 


Victory Room, Wash. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 





Washington, June 5. 
Les Brown Orch featuring Betty 
Bonney, Jack Carroll, ‘Butch’ Stone, 
Wolfe Tayne. 





Maria Kramer, who operates the 
Edison and Lincoln hotels in Man- 
hattan, also has the Roosevelt, Wash- 
ington’s home for many Senators 
and Representatives. The hostelry is 
located at 16th and V, Northwest, 
strictly a residential location, but 
Washington doesn’t pay much atten- 
tion to boundaries these days. To 
emphasize that disregard Mrs. 
Kramer has brought a series of name 
bands to her Victory Room that have 
continuously kept the cash registers 
ringing. 

Currently it is Les Brown, 19 men 
and a femme singer, Betty Bonney, 
who constitute the sole attractions. 
That’s enough for practically any 
place; it’s a fine musical organiza- 
tion. The arrangements show it to 
the best advantage possible. Miss 
Bonney has a pleasing way of putting 
a number across and the latest ad- 
dition, singer Jack Carroll, is equally 
as effective. Butch Stone, saxist, 
steps out for some neat comedy war- 
bling. 

The night the band was caught 
they were doing a neat half hour on 
Mutual. Brown and his combination 
go from here to Hollywood for an 
RKO picture. 

Abe Lyman’s orchestra is sched- 
uled to follow in this spot, where 
such bands as Glenn Miller, Tony 
Pastor, Mitchell Ayres, Georgie 
Auld, Benny Goodman, Will Bradley 
and Ina Ray Hutton have already 
appeared. Marg. 





Easton Cafe to Bigger Quarters 
Easton, Pa., June 9. 








of apparently a, oe ae Circlon, local night spot, moved 
|with castanets, are the highlight of|, -,..) o- ; : tl 
ithe show. Both male and femme | Friday (5) to larger headquarters, 
are good looking and attractively poccupying former ‘bank’ building. 





New Acts 








JANE WITEERS 
Songs-patter 

15 Mins. 

Earle, Philly 


Miss Withers’ begins her vaude | type of audience. 


tour in Philly and from all indica- 
tions the talented youngster should 
have plenty of success and lots of 
bookings. 

With a winning manner she gets 
the fans off their hands almost im- 
mediately with her ribbing take- 
offs on Hollywoodites like Zasu 
Pitts, Katharine Hepburn and Shir- 
ley Temple. Latter bit is especially 
well done. Also does a Carmen 
Miranda that out-Carmens the Bra- 
zilian gal herself. 

Miss Withers, a tall youngster, a 
bit on the leggy side, also sings 
three numbers in a husky voice: 
‘Arthur Murray Taught Me to 
Dance,’ ‘Three Little Sisters’ and 
‘Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones.’ What 
she lacks in voice, she more than 
makes up in her manner and sales- 
manship. Shal. 


DENNIS DAY 
Songs 

12 Minutes 
Chicago, Chicago 

Heralded by a radio reputation on 
the Jack Benny raid show Dennis 
Day makes his first appearance here 
with a special buiidup on the house 
sound system. Sound comes on with 
usual Jello program theme and Jack 
Benny introducing Dennis Day. 
Though special tricks aren’t needed 
to sell Day, it’s added showmanship 
and a special plug for his radio 
boss. 

Day has a bubbling personality, 
typical of the radio cnaracter he 
plays. His tenor voice is smooth and 
easy, requires no straining for the 
high ones and is mellow on the low 
tones. His selection of songs here 
is fine using a hit tune, standard 
pop, oldie, and patriotic bit to fill 
the time. 

He is good entertainment; he 
knows how to use the mike and how 
to deliver the goods. On this week’s 
Chicago bill he was outstanding. 

Loop. 


HAPPY FELTON 
Comedy and Singing 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Happy Felton has a long way to 
go before he can click in the more 
important situations either as an 
emcee or a comedy-snging single. 
Billed as from ‘Hellzapoppin,’ and 
formerly heading his own band, 
Felton is congenial in appearance 
and a pleasant enough talker. He 
doesn’t sell his comedy, however, 
and his material is less than medi- 
ocre. 

Dated and slightly blue gags, such 
as the one about the lady who raised 
dress over head w protect a new 
hat, etc., could easily be replaced. 
But delivery, timing and, as an em- 
cee, ability to point up other turns 
on the bill leave much to be os 

ori. 


SHIRLEY WAYNE 
Comedy violinist 
5 Mins. 
Loew’s State, New York 

Shirley Wayne is the second of 
the two new acts at Loew’s State 
this stanza billed as previously in 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (the other is Happy 


Felton). She’s a funny-looking 
dame, revealing lumpy legs, cos- 
tumed as a hillbilly housewife in 


checkered apron, pink dress, open 
shoes, spectacles and a rimless hat 
with a couple of dead-looking 
flowers on it. But that’s where the 
comedy begins and_ ends. Miss 
Wayne doesn’t do a single bit to 
justify the comedy insinuation in 
the getup. : 
She plays ‘Blue Heaven’ straight 
and a couple of other pieces osten- 
sibly intended to be funny. Called 
back after some applause, she makes 
a swipe at the leader of the house 
orch with her violin bow. Some- 
where along the line 
violin duet with Happy Felton, who 
emcees. Deadpan mugging and gen- 
eral appearance indicate possibilities 
if she were given proper a 
ori. 


CHRISTINE FORSYTH 
Dancing 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh 


With the right spot in a musical, 
Christine Forsyth might be a Broad- 
way click. She not only has talent, 
she’s a novelty. Gal’s over six feet 
tall and looks like a_ production 
clothes-horse, the kind Ziegfeld used 
to glorify in a happier day. In ap- 
pearance, face, figure, etc., the girl 
might have stepped right out of one 
of those Earl Carroll beauty pageants 
(with feathers), so the idea of some- 
body like that who can really hoof 
carries an excellent element of sur- 
prise. It would be a showy stunt 
for some producer to plant her as a 
show girl in a couple of numbers 
and then let her step out from the 
line and go to town. 

She whirl-taps around the floor 
with all of the grade of a girl half 
her size and the routines have flash, 
showm7nship and continuity 


} 





she does a | 





It’s | 


unusual to see a better than six- 
footer in show biz who’s anything 
more than a fashion plate, which 
gives this one a head start on any 
Should go places 
if the right sponsor catches her. 


Cohen. 
MARLYN STUART 
Singing 
8 Mins. 
La Martinique, N. Y. 
A pretty blonde, exceptionally 
well-gowned and groomed, but 


Marlyn Stuart misses something in 
her singing. Either her voice isn’t 
there, or her arrangements aren't 
geared right. Anyhow, at the open- 
ing of a new show at this nitery lest 


Thursday (4), her impression was 
rather weak. 
She sang ‘Tonight We Love,’ 


‘Blues in the Night’ and finally a 
medley. The ‘Blues’ rumber is 
hardly fitting for one of her fragile 
type. Scho. 


Unit Review 
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MAJESTIC, SAN ANTONIO) 





San Antonio, June 5. 

Harry Howard’s ‘Beachcombers of 
1942’ with Hal Sherman, Stuart & 
Taylor, Low, Hite & Stanley, Vic 
Hyde, Hudson St. Claire Dancers (5), 
Martin & Allen, Les Scott, Judith 
Wister, Lee Kelson, Line (12). Show 
Girls (9), Jewel Shankman’s House 
Band (12); ‘Rings on Her Fingers’ 
(20). 





Neatly packaged entertainment, 
this revue is opening here for a 
showing on the Interstate circuit. It 
is a fast-moving, 70-minute show full 
of laughs, dances and novelties. Hit- 
ting the eye are the line and show 
girls, who turn in some neat hoofing 
and show to good advantage in sev- 
eral production numbers. 

The gals open show with diity 
that they are all stranded and are 
beachcombers on an island. Then 
go into a native dance for good ap- 
plause, 

Featured is Lee Kelson, who bari- 
tones in several production numbers 
and in the finale.. He’s best on ‘In- 
dian Love Song’ and patriotic fine 
with ‘I Am an American’ and ‘We 
Can Do It Again.’ 

Vie Hyde, the one-man swing 
band, turns in a commendable, 
standard performance with his im- 
personations of famous bands. But 
he should can the jokes. 

Stuart and Taylor tell corny gags 
but wind up strong wtih mouth 
organ and guitar duet on ‘Coming 
‘round the Mountain.’ Come back 
later with Judith Wister for another 
session, a little on the off color side, 

Hal Sherman, comedy dancing 
star of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ turns in a 
fine performance with his eccentric 
hoofing, closing neatly with session 
of smart gags. Martin and Allen do 
okey with acros. 

Les Scott, the ‘Australian Jumping 
Jack,’ is misplaced in the revue, but 
turns in a neat job of jumping over 
a group of line girls, ete. Neat is 
his skippins rope while bouncing on 
a nogo stick. 

Novelty and comedy are turned in 
by Lowe, Hite and Stanley. a midget, 
normal-sized man and a giant. After 
a sess'on of slapstick, trio close with 
a military tap routine-for nice ap- 
plause, 

Hudson St. Clair dancers turn in a 
fine job in the production number 
‘Breath of Paris’ with a sock can- 
can routine. 

Nice nerformance by Jewel Shank. 
man directing the house band. 

Nice lighting and sconery. Patri- 
otic finale should help b.o. via word 
of mouth. 

Show opening night SRO. Andy. 


No.2 N.Y. Canteen] 


drink concession. In line with the 
desires of the Army and Navy that 
the servicemen not be placed in the 
embarrassing position of receiving 
handouts, Pepsi-Cola will charge the 
boys in uniform the basic cost of he 
commodities. All other privileges of 
the lounge, of course, will be cuffo, 
including showers, checkroom privi- 
leges, writing desks, materials, etc. 
It’s also figured that the Lounge, 
which will operate all day and until 
late at night, will serve as a good 
meeting place for the servicemen. 

According to all indications, the 
Lounge will be a de luxe affair. With 
the exception of Pepsi-Cola’s end, the 
staff will be composed entirely of 
volunteers, 

One of the ironical phases of the 
project is that Coca-Cola, older and 
highly competitive firm to the Pepsi 
outfit, until recently was the lessor 
of the large advertising sign immedi- 
ately over what will soon be the 
Lounge’s entrance. That sign now 
bears a large American flag, with no 
adverti er mentiore? 
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Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (10) 

Cldye Lucas Ore 

Dean Murphy 

Benny Fields 

Nelson Sis 

Mata & Hari 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (10) 


Jane Withers 
(Others to fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (12) 
Rhythm Recketts 
Lyda Sue 
Sims & Bailey 
John Buckmaster 
Paul Remos Co 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (10) 
Benny Goodman Or 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Harris & Shore 

CHICAGO 
Chieago (12) 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Wally Brown 
5 Arnauts 
Gaynor & Ross 
6 Lovely Ladies 


Regal (12) 


Tiny Bradshaw Bd 
Rhumboggie Rev 
Jimmy Smith 





MIAMI 
Olympia (10-13) 
Knight Sis 
Monica Boyer 
Don Cummings 
Olive & Lou Caits 
O'Neal & Kathe 
DETROIT 
Michigan 
Artie Shaw Bd 
Toy & Wing 
Al Bernie 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (12) 
Phil Harris & Bd 
Geo Rogers 
Tommy Trent 
Lewis & Van 








RKO 








BOSTON 
RKO (5) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 

Koss Wyse 

Bob Bromley 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (12) 

Louis Prima Orc 

Dennis Day 





Billy House Co 
Martex & Delita 
(5) 


Frank Fay 
ZaSu Pitts 
Linda Ware 

3 Ross Sis 
Eddie Parks 
Dixie Dunbar 
Arthur Treacher 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (12) 
Cab Calloway Orc 
Paul, Dinky, Eddie 

Rug Cutters 

The Cabaliers 

Anise & Aland 

Honi Coles 

C Cole & J Jones 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (12) 

Jimmy Dorsey Orc 

Condos Bros 
Pansy the Horse 


Mitchell Ayres Orc 
Jane Withers 


Allen, Burns, Cody 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (12) 
4 Macks 
Jim, Mildr’d Mulc’y 
Sue Ryan 
Allen & Kent 
Jane Withers 
5 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Mills Bros 
Eunice Healey 
Pansy the Horse 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (12) 
Roxyettes 
Ray & Trent 
Paul Tisen Group 





Johnny Barnes 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (11) 
Betty Bruce 
Robert Landrum 


Walter Dare Wahl 

Rockets 

Ballet 

Glee Club 

Symphony Orc 
Roxy (11) 

Stuart Morgan Co 

Cookie Bowers 


Carol King 
Bob Ripa 
Gay Foster Girls 


Paul Ash Ore 
Bob Hannon 
Alvin (22) 
Ed Wynn 
Jane Froman 
Smith & Dale 
Carmen Amaya 
Williams 3 
Hector & Pals 
Davidson & Forgy 
Herzogs 
Volga Singers 
Donahue & Uno 
Senor Wences 
Emil Coleman Ore 
44th St. Theatre 
(12) 
Gracie Fields 
Walter O’Keefe 
Hartmans 


Johnny Burke 

A Robbins 
Brick Layers 

6 Willys 

Jack Stanton 

Al White Girls 
Phil Romano Orc 


46th St. Theatre 

(12) 

Lou Holtz 

Willie Howard 

Phil Baker 

Paul Draper 

Hazel Scott 

Gene Sheldon 

Luba Malina 

Lou Forman 


BROOKLYN 


Albermarle (13-14) 
Wallace Bros 
Edith Vallee 
Rochelle & Beebe 
Sully & Thomas 
Irene Vermillion Co 
Marine (14) 
Martin & Florenz 
8 Rhodis Sis 
Bob Coffey 
Anthony & Rogers 
Eddy, Jack, Betty 
Mayfair (13) 
Martin & Fiorenz 
2 Rhodis Sis 
Bob Coffey 
Anthony & Rogers 
Eddy, Jack, Betty 
Ridgewood (10) 
Noel Hytown 
Verga & Lee 
8 Rhodis Sis 


Jack Carter 
3 Bees 
AKRON 
Palace (12-15) 
Woody Herman Orc 
Ray English 
Little Tough Guys 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (12-15) 
Whitey Roberts 
(Three to fill) 
(16-18) 
Kay & Karol 
(Three to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (12) 
Major Bowes Rey 
State (11-13) 
Jay James Co 
Murray Sis 
Joe Wong Tr 
Carroll & Lee 
(14-17) 
The Hersheys 
Lee Marmer 
Jones & Rae 
Long & Short 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyrie (8-10) 
Stan Kenton Orc’ 
Gertrude N 
Nash & Evans 
R & M Clavton 
CAMDEN 
Towers (12-14) 
Enrica & Novello 
Olive White 
Parker & Porthole 
Brooks & Philson 
Jim Wone Tr 
CHICAGO 
Grand Opera H (12) 
Bert Lahr 
Joe E Lewis 
Wheeler & Ladd 
Raye & Naldi 
Romo Vincent 
Frances Faye 
Lynn & Royce & V 
Peg-Leg Rates 
Paul Sydell & § 
Biltmorettes 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (11-14) 
Jack Carter 
Barry & Whitledge 
8 Palms 
The Harmonettes 
(One to fill) 
HARRISBURG 
State (15-17) 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Ames & Arno 
Jeri Withee 
HARTFORD 
State (13-14) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Bob Bromley 
2, only) 
Mitchell Ayres Orc 
Andy Kirk Ore 
Big Time Cripn 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (13) 


Rev 


esen 





The Laytons 





Jerry Bergman 
LaVere & Handman 
Joe Termini 
(One to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Biltmore (10) 
George Jessel 
Jack Haley 
Elia Logan 
Kitty Carlisle 
The De Marcos 


‘Buck & Bubbles 


Con Colleano 

Lucienne & Ashour 

Olsen & Shirely 

PITMAN 

Broadw’y (13, only) 

The Hersheys 

Lee Marmer 

Jones & Rae 

Long & Short 
PROVIDENCE 

Metr’politan (12-14) 

Dick Stabile Ore 

Georgie Price 

Gracie Barrie 

Moke & Poke 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (12) 

Ernie Fields Orc 





The Charioteers 
Monroe Bros 
Ford, Bowie, Daly 
WATERBURY 
Polli’s (11-12) 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Paul Regan 
Lane & Ward 
WILLOW G’E PK. 
Willow (14, only) 
Whitey Roberts 
(Four to fill) 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (14) 
The Laytons 
Jerry Bergman 
LaVere & Handman 
Joe Termini 
(One to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (8-10) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Billy Gilbert 
Rosalind Gordon 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (16-18) 
Woody Herman Orc 
Ray English 
Little Tough Guys 





Cabaret Bills 
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NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Yvonne Chevalier 
Ben Marden Riviera 
Freshmen (5) 
Chavez Orc 
Pancho Ore 

Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lilyan Dell 
Shirl Thomas 
Lynn & Marijanzs 
Dee Rogers 
Moya Gifford 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 
Bill's Gay 90’s 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 


Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 

Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Baby Hines 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Miche! Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Ore 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
Mary Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Richardel Ore 
Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Al Shayne 
Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Dorothy Manners 
Thelma Nevins 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Lillian Fitzgeralé 
Copacabana 


Tommy Dix 

Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 

Betty Jane Smith 
Carol Dexter 


N Brandwynne Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coq Rouge 
Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Nita Naldr 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Della Lind 

Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 


E] Chico 


Dorita & Velero 
Consuelo . Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duca Ore 


El Morocce 


Chauncey Grey Ore 

Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 

Zorita 

Sunny Tufts 

Eppie Bruce 

Sam Price 

Ramsy Del Rico 

Froeba Ore 


Dick 





Fefe’s Monte Carlo 

Narita 

Sonny Kendis Ore 

Caballere Ore 

Greenwich Village 
Inn 

Carol Chappelle 

Rita RenAud 


(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Sara Ann McCabe 
J & A DiGatanos 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 

(Cafe Lounge) 
Jean Sablon 
Benson Ore 

Hotel Sheraton 

(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 

Hote!) St. Moritz 
(Cafe de ta Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Gloria Hope 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Rosalie Gibson 
Ford Harrison Ore 

(Sky Gardens) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Franconi 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Ethel Smith ins 
Paull Sparr Ore 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astorla 
(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Georges & Jalna 


Marina 
Rose M Lombardo 


Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 


Vicki George 





Sande Williams Orr 


Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 
Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 
19th Hote Club 
Marion Powers 
Caddies 
Ange! Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 
One Fifth Ave. 
June Winters 
Clifford Newdahl 
Bob Downey 
Bud Greg 
Hazel Webster 
Onyx Club 
Nan Blackstone 
Billie Daniels 
Chocolate (3) 
Harry Gibson 
Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompsoa 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Oro 


Queen Mary 


Chiquita Venezia 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Carol Rhodes 
Betty Carter 
Guy Martin Gls 
R’way Jones (3) 
Bill Glass Ore 
Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 





Eppie Bruce 


Kent Edwards 
Coletta Ellsworth 


Dude Ranch 


Bill Valee 

Jary Gray 

Billy Du Val 
John Berry 
Maxine Musical 3 
Dusty Miller Orc 


Paddock Int'l 


Betty Coette 
Sandra Kent 


Beachcomber 


Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Conrads 
Artie Dann 
Donna Devel 
Eva Clough 
Beach-charmers (5) 
Blinstrub’s 
Peter Rodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Stuart & Lea 
Stanley Twins 
Bobby Whaling Co 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Hal Roberts Ore 
Iris Ison 
Roberts & White 
Julia Barbour 
Maybelle Young R 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 
Dario Miani 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Hilly Paine 
Henriquetta Brazil 
Sally Sears . 
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Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana- Madrid 
Tapia & Romero 
Hilda Moreno 
Rica Martinez 
Cerney Twins 
Contreras Co 
Maya Orc 
Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 
Jean Hunt 
Sons of Jive 
Larry Bennett Ore 


Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 

Frank Sinatra 
Jo Stafford 
Ziggy Elman 
3uddy Rich 
Pied Pipers 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Helen Stuart 
Hal Lansberry 
Johnny Mack 
Yola & Lysa 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bewman Koom) 
Betty Brewer 
Drane Sis 
Frank McGuire 
Hal Chase 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Orc 
Hotel Essex Houre 
(Casino on Park) 
Deane 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
De Marlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Km) 
Tutasi 
Momikal 
McIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani laea 
Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Helen Young 
Bob Huston (4) 
Ronny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 
Cyril Grace 
Bob Russell 
Ariane 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Hotel Park Centra: 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Revuers 
Mark & Viola 
3 Harmoneers 
Bunny Howard 
Charlie Bourne Ens 
Lynn Spofford 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 


Janis 





Hurricane 
Lillian Roth 
Alan Gale 
Copelands 
Woods & Bray 
Danny Santos 
B & J Allen 
19 Honeychiles 
Quinton Ore 
Dennis ure 
Iceland Restaurant 


Danny White 
Libby & Betty 
Nola Day 
Byrne Sis 
Tom Paige 
Bert Lynn 
Colette & Deane 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Ore 

Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 


Milt Herth 3 
Gracie Barrie 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 


Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Ann Jung 


Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Romero & Rosita 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 
Kelly's Stable 
Ben Yost Co 
Pete Brown (4) 
Leonard Ware 
La Conga 
Dolly Dawn 
Dr Marcus 
Eleanor Teeman 
Pupi Co 


(3) 


Josephine Del Mar 
Galente & Leonarda 
Maria Louisa Lopez 
Sacasas Orc 


Harris Orc 


La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

La Martinicaue 
Walter O'Keefe 
Irene Vernon 
Vera Shea 
jillie Bernice 
Doris Dowling 
Shirley Shear 
Grace De Witt 
Jere McMahon 
Marlyn Stuart 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Ore 
La Vie Parisienne 
Rosita Montengro 
Irene Hilda 
Monks & Revie 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Fred Roner 


Latin Quarter 


Juanita Rios 
Barbara Perry 
Jade Ling 
Winters 

Frank Mazzoe Co 
Trixie 


Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 

Ned Harvey 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 

Sylvie St Clair 

Ruirbow Room 

Jack Cole Co 
Adrienne 

Al Gordon Co 
Terry Sis 
Cavallaro Ore 


Ruban Bieu 


Mildred 
Richard Bennett 
Dave PD Barbour 
Jack Gilford 

Morris Raymond 
Herman Chittison 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Fli Spivack 

Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 


Spivy’s Roof 


Ore 


Sailey 


Spivy 
Elsie Houston 
Fred Keating 


Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 

The Place 
Trene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 

Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Farr 
Ann Lewis 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
pocaras 
Abbey Orx 

Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Ford Crane 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Helen Arthur 
Connie Joyce 
Raron & Rernay 
The Paulens 

Versallles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Roy Benson 
Wilma Cox 
D'Ivons 
Patricia King 
Male 4 
Six Ver-Sighs 

Village Barn 
Music Hall Boys 
Cy Young 
John Chapman 
Pee Wee Miller Co 
Edward & Diane 
Jess Altmiller 
Jess Jordan Orc 
Village Vanguard 
Richard D Bennett 
Leadbelly 
Helen Humes 
Eddie Heywood 3 
Art Hodes 


Ore 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassadcr Hotel 
Bert Estiow Ore 
Babette’s Club 
Guy Martin Revue 
Beth Challis 
Victor & Ruth 
Carlisle Sisters 
Jean Anthony 
Deriny Dawson 


Tex Garry 

Miiton Huber Orc 
Chateau Renault 

Renault (3) 
Chelsea Hotel 

Billv Van (3) 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Reom) 





Marty Magee Orc 


Fay & Gordon 
The Ghezzies 
Catherine Harris 

(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 

Copley Plaza 

(Sheraton Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
McGowan & Mack 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 

Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 


‘| Crawfordettes 


Sally Keith 
Paul McWilliams 
Yvonne Adair 
Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Marion Frances 
Fredricas 
Leonora Co-eds 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
Anne Diamond 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hotel Buckminister 
(National Koom) 
J Dominguez Orc 
Annette Henry 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 
Mitzi Crozier 


Ambassador Hote! 
(Pump Room) 


Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Hadley Gls 

(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 


Blackhawk 
Ted Weems Orc 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Blackstone Hote} 
(Balinese Km.) 


Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brass Rail 

Margie Whitney 

Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hote} 
(Crystal Room) 

Tony & Lisa 

Joan Baylor 

Bob Billings 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 

Three Ryans 

Danny Rogers 

Judy Ellington 

Mary Ann 

Pat Perry 

Hoffman Sis 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman ©: 





Capito! Lounge 
| Joe de Salvo 
Bill Turner Ore 


(Surf ’n’ Sand R’m) 
Eddy Bradd Ore 


Traymore Hotel 
(Submarine Grill) 
Wm Madden Orc 

Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 
Ted Small 
Billy Van 
Tiny Klein 
Audrey 





BOSTON 


CHICAGO 


Gables Ore 


Bill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Tean Mont! 
Sally Harris 


Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 


Nora Sheridan 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Al Robinson 


Hotel Lenox 


Bob Hardy Ore 
Annette Leonard 
Dave Foreman 


Hotel Minerva 


Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Roof) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Maurice & Cordoba 
John P Models 
George Hale Rev 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 
Garden) 


Don Dudley Ore 


fistel Statler 
(T ce Room) 


Leighton Noble Ore 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 


Hote} Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Rm) 


Oscar Elgart Ore 
Jolene 

Ella Wilson 
Helen Douglass 
Helen Shepard 


Ken 


Red Allen Orc 

J C Higgenbotham 
Broadway Al 

Russ Howard 

2 Lucky Bucks 


Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Hibbard 
Bird & LaRue 
Harold & Lola 
Hal & Honey Bee 
Callahan Sis 
Leon Fields 
Kamarava Ballet 
Kay Doyle 

(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 

Rio Casine 


George Harris Ore 

Harry de Angelis O 

Helen Carrol 

Blanchards 

Janice 

Little Sir Echo 

Sid Walker 

Buster Keim Rev 

Marjorie Garrettson 

(Garden Lounge) 

Sabby Lewis Orc 
Savoy 

Ken Brilliant 


Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 


Lew Conrad Ore 

Harry Stockwell 

Hartnells 

Boltons 

Doris Abbott 
The Cave 


Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Lilvez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Robert & Joan 
Tic-Too 
Benny Carter Ore 


Town House 
Jimmy McHale Orc 
Tremont Plaza 

Duke Lorenzo Orc 


Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 
Capella & Patricia 
Alien Carney 
Ruth Clayton 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy Franklin 

Club Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Orc 

Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Kay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Ore 
Kay & Linda Brice 
Valdez & Corine 
Doris Dupont 
Dolly Kay 

Congress Hote} 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale Orc 

Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Eva Hamilton 
Val Ernie Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 
Will OBborne Orc 
Nitza & Ravel 
Marianne 
Dorben Gls 
385 Club 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 
Manuel Contreras 
Eitel’s 





Heldelberg Octet 


(Glass House Km) 


Crusaders Oreo 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 


Grand Terrace 


Cootie Williams O 
Brown & Lee 
Candy & Pepper 
Evelyn White 
Jackie Williams 
Lovey Lane 


Helsings 
(Vedvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 


Hi Hat 


Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 

Betty Hill 

Blaine and Elaine 
Mary Beth Sires 
Kddy Fens Orc 

H Martinez Orc 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aigion 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobe] de Marco 


La Salle Hote) 
(Pan-Am. Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Noli & Noian 


Alpine Village 


Charlotte L'mbert’n 
Healey & Mack 
Starnes & Amaron 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Myron Ryan 
Eldorado Club 
Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
Marya Maniey 
Tlona de Bournat 
Freddie's Cafe 
Curtiss & Clare 
Larry Vincent 
Louise Sharoe 
Birdie Dean 
Al Lackey Ore 
Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawalians O 
Hotel Allerton 
Henry Pildner Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixion Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 
Jacquelina 
Aileen Hunter 
Hotel Cleveland 
Joseph Sudy’s Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 


Book-Cadillac Hetel 
(Book Casino) 


Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen Ore 


(Metor Bar) 
Eddie Frita (4) 
Bowery 
Beatrice Kay 
Masters & Roilins 
Ruton’s Dogs 
Tangia & Co 
Janet Hackett Girls 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carlis'te 
Benny Resh Ore 
Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Seymour Hoffman 
Roy Swartz 
Carl Bonner 
Casanova 
Malia Salizar 
Pinbu 
Shirley Weber 
Lee & Judy Storm 
Jessica Garwood 
Paul Nielsen Orc 
Club Congo 
Congoettes 
& Charioteers 
Margaret Watkins 
Baby Lawrence 
Jitterbugs 
Rob Parrish 
Congo Orc 
Corktown Tavern 
Don Harris 
Hart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Kanch 
Walter Powell Orc 
Grand Terrace 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
Mora ‘Wacky’ 
Dave Barnum 
Boxing Cats 
Pee Wee Murray 
Frost & Helene 
Charmettes Ore 


Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 


London Chop House 


Sammy Dibert Orc 
Ethel Howe 


Ciub Mayfair 


Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Orc 
Mickey’s 
Billy Meagher 
Charles & R Jeni.ins 
La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seel Ore 


Kaye 





Hans Muenzer Ens 


Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 


Palmer House 

(Empire HKoom) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Bob Chester 
College Inn Models 
Car! Marx 
Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 
Maurice Rocco 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Firnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Oro 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 


Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 


(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 


Geo Scherban Ore 
Beien Oriega 


CLEVELAND 


Poison Gardner 
Coralil 
Hotel Hollenden 
Everett West 
Blondeil Twins 
Fr’'k Paris Puppets 
Sammy Watkins QO 
Vicki Nevada 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
F Hernandez Orc 
Lindsay's Skybar 
Maurice Rocco 
Marya Manley 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
E Jelesnik Orc 
Jack, Jill Warner 
Patty Ryan 
Dorothy Matthews 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 


3700 Club 


Sammy Morris 
Jack & Jeri 








Hal Hall 
Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Northwoed Inna 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Oide Wayne Club 
Howard Benedict O 

Palm Beach 
Pat Patterson 
Don Pablo Ore 
Elaine Barrett 
Novellos 
Sandy Lyle 
Pancho & D Rocha 

Penobscot Club 
J W McDonald 
Ruby Ore 
Connie Barleau 
Carroll & Gorman 
Huck’s Redford ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 


Royale 
Panamerican D’c'rs 
Peter Higgins 


Glover & LaMae 
Margie Green 
Joan Brandon 
Katherine Hoyt 
Carl Ronner 
Bill McCune Ore 


Statler Hote} 
Nick D'Amico Ore 
Saks 


Frankie Connors 
Moro & Chita 
Bill Kaye 
Muriel Kretlow 
Harvey Stone 
Pete Viera Orc 
San Diego 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 
Cliff Arvin 
Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 
& Goody 
Eddy Shepherd 
Joe Banket Ore 
Ethel Shepherd 
Beb Hopkins 
Pepito & Co 
Billy Joy 
The Tropics 
Phil Gilbert 
Lee Jonas 
Carol Crane 
Bob Marble Ore 
Vernes 
Ray Rogers 
Jack Drayton 
Jerri Holt 
Bill Tracy 
Jack Nelson Ore 
Whittier EFotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 


Herman Fins 
Wonder Gar 
Aylene Mason 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Guv Welsh Orc 
509 Club 


Dale Rhodes 


Gis 


Good 


(Continued on page 55) 
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SUNDAY LE 


Congestion in Key Cities, Due to War 
Work, Is Another Threat to Road 





Problem of living accommodations 
is the newest threat to the road 
next season and, unless a solution 
is found, a number of shows will 
skip crowded stands, if not entirely 
ducking the road. Approximately 
100 complaints have been received 
by Equity from actors who were 
forced to play out of town under 
conditions that they believe to be 
unbearable. 

Ordinarily it is part of the ad- 
vance agent’s job to arrange for 
rooms, but unless advance men re- 
ceive the active aid of local house 
managers, they are virtually unable 
to function currently in a number of 
cities crowded with war workers. 

Washington, Baltimore and Pitts- 
burgh are the stands mostly com- 
plained about, and it is Ukely that 
musical shows espectfally will be un- 
able to play such bookings. Re- 
ported at times that cots have been 
provided backstage for visiting play- 
ers, who regard such conditions as a 
hardship. Talk of using Pullmans 
and sleeping cars during engage- 
ments is discounted, as army re- 
quirements call for that equipment. 
Chances of shows being hampered 
in making jumps because of war 
transportation priority has been the 
subject of consideration for some 
time. 

Complaints also are made that 
hotels are charging excessive rates 
in war work centers. 

It was also revealed last week that 
living conditions among war plant 
workers is desperate. AS many as 
10 persons are using the same room; 
also that beds are used in eight-hour 
shifts. Government plans call for 
expenditure of $1,000,000,000 to be 
used for war workers’ housing. 


SHUBERTS SHED 
SOME THEATRES 


Shuberts are reported shedding 
Broadway theatres which they took 
over about two years ago. Just prior 
to the World’s Fair showmen pre- 
dicted a big influx of visitors would 
result in a boom. Shuberts, along 
with others, made arrangements to 
book or lease several houses which 
were in the hands of banks, general 
idea being to guarantee interest and 
taxes and share in possible profits. 

Understood the Shuberts decided 
to let the Hudson slip back to bank 
hands, house having only a success- 
ion of flops, since they took over. 
Likely that the Belasco will also be 
dropped by the Shuberts. Among 
the theatres they took over is the 
Broadway, figured to have been a 
money-maker mostly through the 
spotting there of ‘Fantasia.’ 

Broadway will house ‘This Is, the 
Army,’ the Irving Berlin service 
show which opens July 4 with a 
$27.50 top, prices thereafter being 
$4.40 top at night. Shuberts say 
their share of the receipts will 
merely cover the rent. Proceeds go 
to the Army Emergency Fund. 











New Wine 





Helen Brooks, ingenue in ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ at the Fulton, N. Y., 
will vacation next week, with Mar- 
garet Joyce, her understudy, sub- 
stituting. Miss Joyce will take over 
the part when the present company 
goes to the Coast this summer, so 
is going into the cast next week 
as a preliminary tuneup. 

Miss Brooks will remain with the 
second company, which will continue 
Fulton run. 





Juan Dorsey has completed a new 
comedy-drama, “The Boys Come 
Marching Home,’ which Frieda Fish- 
bein is agenting. 





[ Seidecbad Plans Revival 
Of ‘Greenwich Follies’ 


John Murray Anderson, after he 
completes staging a new floor show 
for Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, 
N. Y., is talking a 1943 edition of 
the ‘Greenwich Village Follies’ this 
fall. Anderson and Lee Shubert 
have been conferring thereon. 

The producer plans to feature 
Cynda Glenn, comedienne, whom he 
likewise spotlighted last season ait 
the Silver Screen, mammoth Holly- 
wood nitery in the Wilshire Bowl. 


ONLY 4 ROAD 
SHOWS OUT 
OF N.Y. 


There are but four shows touring 
from New York, not surprising with 
the advent of summer, although the 
road show listing totals 15. Outside 
of two companies each of ‘Life With 
Father’ and ‘My Sister Eileen,’ the 
list contains one tryout (‘Free and 
Equal’) and four shows emanating 
from the Coast. The balance con- 
sists of four shows playing the ‘At- 
lantic Coast Circuit,’ made up of 
N. Y. neighborhood and Jersey spots, 
while there are also two vaudeville 
outfits counted among the legiters. 

Among the summer stocks, three 
abrupt foldings will be balanced by 
a trio of openings this week, which 
will make a total of eight, barring 
further sudden drop-outs. There 
were 23 stocks listed as open or 
ready to start on “Tquity’s books, 
but those spots which stopped so 
rapidly pushed the total down to an 
even score, 


‘KICKERS’ CAST TO GET 
PAY; ARBITRATE 1.0.U.S 


Indicated that the bank letter of 
credit which Val Ernie the bands- 
man arranged to guarantee salaries 
of the ‘High Kickers’ cast will be 
cleared. Those members of the com- 
pany not paid for the final week of 
the Chicago engagement will there- 
fore receive that salary and Equity 
will be reimbursed $5,000, which 
amount it sent to pay the lesser sal- 
aried players and return transporta- 
tion for all. Equity came forward 
with the coin to save ‘Kickers’ from 
stranding. 

Situation was complicated when 
the principals filed 1.0.U.’s as addi- 
tional claims to thetfr final week’s 
pay. Ernie thereupon ordered the 
bank not to pay off. 

Management contends that the 
1.0.U.’s represent personal loans from 
the players to George Jessel so that 
the show could continue after the 
Boston date. Understood that Equity 
has agreed to arbitrate the status of 
the I.0.U.’s, inferring that such pa- 
per does represent loans, rather than 
salaries due. Arbitration will be be- 
tween the players and Jessel, who 
signed all their contracts. 

If the present arrangement is not 
upset, Ernie will be able to save 
around $5,000 of the guarantee coin, 
Equity and its chorus branch are the 
principal claimants, since they paid 
the chorus and those players who 
were getting $100 or less weekly. 

















Guild Takes ‘Sycamore’ 

Theatre Guild as started to line 
up plays for next seasou.. Latest 
acquisition is ‘Mr. Sycamore,’ drama- 
tized from a yarn in Story mag about 
five years ago. 

It is by Robert Ayre, a Montreal 
writer, and Kitti Frings, Hollywood 
scenarist who figured in scripting 
P: r’s ‘Hold Back the Dawn.’ 
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BOSTON LIKELY 
TO FOLLOW N.Y. 


Equity Refers Hub Request 
to Committee, But Indi- 
cates Okay of Policy That 
Has Helped B’way—Wash- 
ington, Baltimore Also 
Possibilities 








BUT NOT PHILLY 





With Sunday performances hav- 
ing proved so vital in keeping alive 
in-between shows on Broadway, 
other stands in the east are likely 
to go on the same basis next season, 
Managers have proposed to Equity 
that Boston be recognized for Sun- 
days, pointing out that baseball and 
other amusements operate on that 
day. Equity referred’ the matter to 
a committee, but indicated willing- 
ness to okay the idea if along the 
same lines as N. Y. : 

That means that if shows are 
given in the Hub on Sundays there 
must be a layoff on Mondays. Sun- 
days are legal in N. Y. provided 
there is a 24-hour rest period one 
day during the week. No other 
state has that stipulation. So far 
as N. Y. is concerned, the statute 
is regarded as discriminatory, be- 
cause not applicable to other amuse- 
ments where, there are longer work- 
ing hours nor sports. It has been 
expected that the legit managers 
would seek legislation to correct 
that situation, but no attempt to 
do so has yet been made. 

Actually Chicago is the only 
seven-day town among the prin- 
cipal cities. It provides legit the 
privilege of playing nine  per- 
formances weekly, but one-eighth 
extra salary must be paid, that 
being Equity’s requirement. Not all 
shows, however, take advantage of 
the right and stick to the regula- 
tion eight times. 

During the first World War Wash- 
ington played Sundays and may re- 
vert to that schedule next season, 
provided there is no Equity inter- 
ference. Other stands, including 
Baltimore, are possibilities, but 
Philadelphia is less likely to lift 
its Sunday blue laws. 


CHORINES ALSO 
HAVE MORE COIN 


Chorus Equity, which held its an- 
nual meeting Monday (8), disclosed 
a financial statement that compares 
with that of the parent Equity. Ruth 
Richmond, secretary-treasurer of the 
chorine branch, stated that the sur- 
plus had increased to better than 
$126,000. The net operating income 
was $7,614, or $2,107 more than in 
1941, while the actual increased 
‘profit?’ was $1,708. Explained that 
expenses had been pared down to 
the bone. 

Chorus branch has more than 1,000 
paid-up members, During the season 
over 2,000 had engagements at one 
time or another. Some of the in- 
erease came from raised initiation 
costs, which accompanied Equity’s 
boost last year. Chorus people worked 
in 67 musical attractions in various 
stands throughout the country. 


Billie Burke Touring 
Again in ‘Vinegar Tree’ 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Billie Burke returns temporarily 
to the stage in a top role in the re- 
vival of ‘The Vinegar Tree,’ open- 
ing in Detroit, June 25. 

Currently Miss Burke is rushing 
through her final scenes in ‘Girl 
Trouble’ at 20th-Fox. 

















IT MAY SPREAD 
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Equitys Financial 


State Again 


Shows Improvement; Union Has 





$179,172 in Bank; Buying War Bonds 
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Horgan’s Lincoln Play 
To Finally Get Test 


‘Death Mr. President’, a Lincoln 
drama by Paul Horgan, will finally 
start rehearsal this week, under 
auspices of Experimental Theatre. 
Latter outfit has been somewhat 
dormant since last season, mostly 
because its heads have been en- 
grossed in war work, 

Robert Ross will direct after 
some delay because a stager could 
not be secuied. Play will be pre- 
sented for managerial inspection 
without scenery, but is touted to be 
the first Experimental showing that 
will reach regular presentation, 
probably in the fall. 


PRIORITIES MAY 
SPEED “42-43 
SEASON 


Managers have been advised that 
suppliers of production materials 
must file their requirements with the 
priorities bureau in Washington by 
the middle or late August. To sup- 
port their claims for various com- 
modities, the dealers must be able to 
display contracts or assurances of 
the shows to be produced. That may 
tend to speed up production for next 
season. Showmen who hav& been 
setting their activities for the fall 
period are expected to move their 
schedules forward. 

At this time there appears to be no 
volume of productions contracted 
for, but as the priority deadline ap- 
proaches managers will probably go 
into action. Understcod that even if 
actual production is not started until 
the late fall materials will be on 
hand, while those showmen who stall 
may not be able to obtain desired 
settings and props. 

There are no openings on Broad- 
way this week, but summer produc- 
tion still continues and three arri- 
vals are slated next week: ‘Star. and 
Garter,’ Music Box; ‘The (Cat 
Screams,’ Beck, and ‘Laugh, Town, 
Laugh’ (Ed Wynn), vaude-revue 
Alvin. 


LEE SHUBERT BUYING 














Again Equity fared excellently in 
a financial way during the past year, 
as disclosed at the annual meeting 
held at the Astor hotel, N. Y., Friday 
(5), and is by far the most solidly 
entrenched of the talent unions. Paul 


of a much higher surplus and of mark. 
edly bettered operating profit, but he 
refrained from predicting the figures 
for the coming year, when the ab- 
sence of dues from members in uni- 
form and other revenue deterrents 
will likely result in diminishing 
figures. 

Dulizell’s annual report showed a 
surplus of $413,084 as of March 31, 
compared to $380,183 in 1941, but in- 
cludes an item of $149,495, which is 
surety money guaranteeing salaries, 
deposited by managers, and is there- 
fore a liability. The actual net in- 
crease was $40,918 from all sources, 

_Equity has $179,172, all its own 
money, as cash on hand deposited in 
the Irving Trust. The auditor, in 
making his report, issued a memo- 
randum to the effect that such a 
large sum was not necessary, and 
suggested that, by investing most of 
that coin, income that could balance 
possible decreased dues next year 
would be earned. Indicated that 
Equity will invest $100,000 in War 
and Government bonds. It already 
has bought around $40,000 in War 
Bonds. Total cash on hand is $301,- 
253, inclusive of the managerial de- 
posits. 

Surprise Coin Strength 

Strength of Equity’s bank account 
is somewhat surprising, as a high 
percentage of members are paying 
half dues because engaged in radio, 
pictures and other amusements. But 
there was a total operating income of 


(Continued on page 50) 


CANDIDA’ NETS 
836 IN REVIVAL 


Final checkup of the five-week 
period during which ‘Candida’ was 
played for the Army and Navy re- 
lief funds showed a net of $83,072.48, 
the service funds getting $36,817 
each, while the American Theatre 
Wing; under whose auspices the 
amazing showings were presented, 
was given $9,437. 

Four weeks were played at the 
Shubert, N. Y., the final week at the 
National, Washington. Only the first 
week was free of theatre rent and 
royalty. Expenses amounted to $40,- 
000, biggest items being percentage to 
George Bernard Shaw and theatre 














INTO SKATING SHOW 


Lee Shubert is reported entering 





rents. Total takings were $122,280 
but Shaw’s royalties applied on 
$104,000, his share being 15%. How- 
ever, Guthrie McClintic was re- 


a deal whereby he will buy a 50% | quired to withhold 274%%2% for U. S. 


interest in ‘Roller Vanities,’ first 
arena roller-skating revue _ pre- 
sented, which played a four-day 
date at 
ending Saturday (6). 

Future commercial possibilities of 
the attraction were generally con- 
ceded and show will be consider- 
ably strengthened by next season. 
Biz at the Garden, however, was 
poor. 





income tax, and as the balance is 
subject to around 50% tax payable 
to England, G.B.S. will end up with 


Madison Square Garden | enough for a shave, which he never 


indulges in. 

Sharing contract with the Shu- 
bert theatre was much more advan- 
tageous than usual, house getting 
about 15% after the first week. It 
was even better for the Washington 
date, National getting $1,500, which 
meant sharing terms of 90-10 in favor 

Newspaper ads even 


Jean Dalrymple to L. A. 4 aomte were a considerable 





Jean Dalrymple flew to California 
Monday (8) for a week’s stay to ar- 
range deals for clients. Among the 
works to be set is the planned legit 
show by Cheryl Crawford and Jack 
Wildberg entitled ‘Jollity Building,’ 
by A. J. Liebling, which will con- 
tain unpublished music by George 
Gershwin. 

The composer left some 200 songs 
which will have new lyrics written 
by Ira Gershwin with 20 used in this 
show. Miss Dalrymple returns to 





N. Y. June 15. 


expense item. Haulage was also a 
necessary expense. 

Katharine Cornell paid her hotel 
expenses in Washington and Ray- 
mond Massey did the same there and 
in New York, so that it indicated 
they used their own coin to play the 
benefit weeks. Burgess Meredith’s 
hotel expenses were paid by the at- 
traction, since army regulations for- 
bid him accepting any pay outside of 
the $21 monthly given army privates. 
Understood that the ‘Candida’ cast 
kicked back the $50 minimum re- 
quired by Equity. 





Dullzell, the secretary-treasurer, told - 
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St. Louis Outdoor 


Premiere Given 


Mili itary | Flair; st 500 Opening Gross 


St. Louis, June 9, 

A pronounced military flair was 
present at the teeoff of the 24th sea- 
son of the Municipal Theatre Assn., 
which sponsors alfresco entertain- 
ment in Forest Park, Thursday (4). 
A mob of 8,500 and estimated gross 
of $4,500 was on deck for the open- 
ing performance oi ‘Glamorous 
Night,’ which will run 11 nights. An 
89-piece band from the Jefferson Bar- 
racks Replacement Center, just south 
of the city, filed onto the apron and 
played the national anthem before 
the piece got under way. 

Bob Lawrence and Norma Terris, 
fn the top roles, scored solidly in 
their warbling stints. Miss Terris 
also won the mob with her imita- 
tions of Katharine Hepburn, Ethel 
Parrymore and Fann‘e Brice. Others 
who clicked were Frederic Tozere, 
Rose Kessner and Florenz Ames. 

Patricia Bowman took up where 
she left off as ‘ne of the most popu- 
jar bailerinas to appear at the out- 
door playhouse, ably assisted by 
Paul Haakon. Theocor Adolphus, 
ballet master, and Dan M. Eckley, 
dance director, cookei up several 
swell routines for the  terpsing 
chorus. Watsen Barratt contribbed 
some eye-filling sets. 

Auditorium’s Red 


The $7,000,000 tax-free Municipal 
Auditorium suffered net loss of 
$11,141.43 during the fiscal year 1941- 
42, according to a report made by 
Percy Gash,.manager. However, this 
report stated that had not the city 


fathers permitted cuffo use of the | 


various portions of the building for 
civic, religious, patriotic and other 
organizations, the books would have 
shown healthy black figures instead 
of red. He estimated that the city 
gave away $11,506.68 free rent. 
Major wrestling and boxing shows 
are held in the auditorium as well 
as the St. Louis symph orch con- 
certs. The building has never fin- 
ished a fiscal year in tho black. 


NEW HAVEN’S BEST 
LEGIT-VAUDE SEASON 


New Haven, June 9. 
Shubert, operating its first season 
under new management as a combo 
legit-pix-vaude house, had its most 








active Sept.-May span in over a 
decade, 
Legit shows ran to 24, approxi- 


as 1940-41 season. 
Performances totaled 90, against 116 
for ’40-41. As in previous seasons, 
biz was confined largely to four per- 
formance weekends, with no single 
show doing a full week stand. Top 
money for straight shows was pulled 
by Katharine Hepburn in ‘Without | 
Love,’ while the heftiest boxoffice 
tinkle on musicals went to 
Foot Forward.’ 

House again upheld its rep as a 
break-in spot, nine tryouts being 
registered. These were ‘Best Foot 
Forward,’ 
‘Banjo Eyes,’ ‘Sunny River,’ ‘Lady 
Comes Across,’ ‘Heart of a City,’ 
Dear Public,’ ‘Yesterday’s 

Added attractions included Alec 
Templeton, Ballet Russe, Manhattan 
Civic Opera, Carmen Amaya, Ballet 
Theatre, Dance Players. 

Supplementing the above were five 


mately the same 


Magic,’ 


weeks of pix, plus 30 name bands 
vaude and five units, which filled 
in 61 days, including Sundays. 























“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 











Equity’s Bankroll 


Continued from page 4° 


$133,925, as against $118,356 the pre- 
vious year, a betterment of around 
$15,500. That is principally explain- 
able by the raise of initiation fees to 
$100. During the year there were 
517 new 
115 died. 

Total from initiations and dues 
amounted to $52,872, as against $41,- 
449 in °41. A new means of revenue 
came from casting agents, who paid 
$1,100, several newly licensed agents 
paying $100 in addition to the $25 
annual fee now charged all agents 
Equity had 3,578 ‘members as of 
March 31, 2,680 being in good stand- 
ing. Unless there again is a strong 
new member influx, those figures 
will drop during the coming year 
because of the steady exodus into the 
armed services. There are approxi- 
mately 500 equity members in uni- 
form now, and, while they are kept 
in good standing (quite a number 
paid dues up to May 1), dues are not 
collectable from them during the 
war. z 

Cornelia Skinner, Digges v.p.s. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner and Dudley 
Digges were elected second and 
fourth vice-presidents respectively, 
which posts they have had since last 
summer. They were named at that 
time when Florence Reed and Peggy 
Wood resigned along with eight 
councillors, because of dissatisfaction 
with last year’s election. Miss Skin- 
ner got 416 votes, 148 going to Ruth 
Hammond; same ratio of votes went 
for Digges and Louis Calhern, al! 




















‘Best | 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ ‘Macbeth,’ | 


‘My | 








“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS, | 


Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
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Plays fer Stage, Sereen and Radic 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
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four being regularly nominated. 


Terms are for one year, as the 1943 | 


| election wili name officers for the | 
| usual three-year term. 

| Elected to the council for five | 
years: Ilka Chase, Roy Roberts, 


| Aline McMahon, Calvin Thomas, El- 
| liott Nugent, Walter Greaza, Tom 
| Powers, Raymond Massey, William 
Harrigan and Raymond Massey, sev- 
eral now being in that body. 
Sheehan was elected. for a three- 
year term, and Alexander Clark for 
two. Named for one year, Edith 
| Atwater, Anne Seymour, Brandon 
Peters, Philip Bourneuf and Edgar 
Stehli. 


Current Road Shows 


(June 10-20) 





‘Cafe Crown’ (stock )—Central, Pas- 








members admitted, while | 


Jack | 


Flatbush, B’klyn | . 


Equity Nixes Leventhal’s 


Plea to Cut Chorines’ Pay | 


J. J. Leventhal was turned down 
flatly by Equity when he sought the 
nod for the same chorus pay of $25 
for ten performances as for eight in 
'his rotary stock houses. The rules 
'eall for one-eighth extra for each 
| added performance and it was ex- 
| plained that meant but $1.25 more 
aoe week than the winter chorine 
|scale of $30. Scale applies to shows 
with a ticket top of $1.10 and, if 
higher prices are charged, the chorus 
gets $5 additional. 

Leventhal had two shows using 
chorus people on his Atlantic coast 
circuit. One was ‘Johnny 2 x 4, 
which had six girls, and when he 
could not get the concession is said 
to have cut the group to four, same 
number as used when the show 
played the Longacre, N. Y. The 
other show was the musical ‘Pal 
Joey’ which went off the boards. 
When Leventhal plays Asbury 
Park or Passaic, N. J., which are 
part of the circuit, the chorus pay 
advances $10, because the spots are 
outside the limits of the Greater 
New York area. 





‘Bucks Co. Won't Die After 


All; Strawhat Moving Into 
Bellevue-Stratford, Phila. 


Philadelphia, June 9. 

The Bucks County Playhouse. 
which had given up the ghost a 
couple of weeks back because of gas 
rationing, won’t die, after all. The 
playhouse is moving into the heart 
of Philly—into the ballroom of the 
Bellevue-Stratford hotel, where it 
will hold forth for a 10-week season 
beginning June 26. 

An air-conditioning system is being 
installed in the ballroom and a ticket 
office set up in the lobby. There will 
be a change of bill weekly, with two 
matinees each week. Prices and pol- 
icy will be the same as prevailed in 

|the playhouse at New Hope in the 
past season, with big names featured. 
re This is believed to be the first case 
lof an established strawhat theatre 
moving into a metropoliian location 
| to meet wartime conditions. 











‘ADD: WAR CASUALTY, 





Teddy Hammerstein and George 
Lefty Miller will not operate the 
Spa theatre, Saratoga Springs, with 
summer stock this season. They so 
decided because of curtailment of 
warps cars and despite the fact 
hat the Saratoga track will operate. 











saic, N. J. (10-14); | Last summer the Spa did fair 
(16-20). e | bus siness, but because of first costs 
Free and Equal’—Hanna, Cleve no strawhat profit on operation was 
(10-13). , | realized, 
; George Washington Slept Here Other well known summer stock 
(stock )—Majestic, Boston (10-20). houses understood not to light: 
‘George Washington Slept Here’ | - Central City, Col.; Bucks Co. (New 
| (stock)—Erlanger, Buffalo (10-13). | Hope), Pa., Westport, Conn . Sine. 
PS ney: gigas Ladies’ — Blackstone, |bridge, Mass.; Branford, Conn; 
~ (10-20). ee ....,|Manteo, N. C.; Westboro, Mass.; 
Headliners of ’42’ (vaude)—Grand vai 
Onera House. Chi (16-20). Cohasset, Mass.; Farmingham, Mass.; 
yen “ : . | hfield, Conn.; Gloucester, Mass.; 
‘Hit the Deck’—Philharmonic Aud., Litchf ie : iets 
L. A. (10-13). | Roads ide Washington, and Deer 
‘Jason’ (stock)—Paramount, Asbury | Lake, Pa. 
Park, N. J. (10-13). ; ’ 
‘Johnny 2x4’ (stock) — Windsor, No ‘Lost Colony 
Bronx (10-14);~ Central, Passaic, Charlotte, N. C., June 9. 
N. J. (16-20). Manteo’s ‘Lost Colony’ is doomed 
‘Laugh, Town, Laugh’ (vaude).— | for the 1942 season, with night traf- 
Klein Aud., Bridgeport, Conn. (13- | fic up and down the coast out for the 
14). duration due to coastal blackout. 
‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)—Geary, Gloomy prospects are every- 
S. F. (10-20). |where down there. The cottages 
‘Life with Father’ (3d Co.)—Music |along the ocean cannot be lighted 
Box, H’wood (10-20). and window panes which reflect 
| ‘Music in the Air’—Curran, S. F.| other lights have been painted black. 


| (10-13). 

| ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
iris, Chi. (10-20). 

| ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
|lonial, Boston (10-20). 
| ‘Old Acquaintance’ 


(2d Co.)—Har- 
(3d Co.)—Co- | 


(stock) —Play- 


house, Providence (15-20). 
‘Show Time’ (vaude)—Biltmore. 
L. A. (10-20). 


‘Springtime for Henry’—Lafayette, 
Detroit (10-20). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 
| Flatbush, Flatbush, B’klyn (10-14); 
Windsor, Bronx (16-20). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock)— 
Playhouse, Providence (10-13). 





Altering ‘Free’ 

‘Free and Equal,’ which John 
Golden is trying out, is due to under- 
go revisions, delaying N. Y. preem. 
Play by George O'Neal, which Philip 
Dunning staged, is current in Cleve- 
land, after playing a week in De- 
troit. 

Broadway house and date have yet 
to be set, but the producer intends 
presenting the play late this month 
[or early July. 














iIn sight of summer opening, the 

frosy presents as dead an appear- 
ance as the middle of the Sahara 
desert. 





New Musical 





‘Marching Alone,’ a musical by 
Harry S. Miller, goes into rehearsal 
at the Concert Theatre, N. Y., June 
11. Miller is the author of the music 
and lyrics and the balance of the 
play has sketches by William Martin 
and Milt Francis. Robert Speller 
‘and Frederic J. Buss are the produ- 
cers. 

Negotiations have been concluded 
with Art Landry to conduct the 
orch. 
Lew Hearn, Earl Wrightson, Mignon 
Wright, Rosalie Grant, Ann Butler, 
Edward Miller, Claudia Jordy, Lorna 
|; Rode, Sono Osate, Norman Roland, 
Remi Martel, Georges Danilo, Ed- 
;ward Trevor, Henry Arthur, Gloria 
McGehee, Aina Constant, Erminie 
Randolph, Dorothy Baxter, Fin Olsen 
land Helen Gray. 








SARATOGA STRAWHAT 


last will include Harry Scott, 














— Continued 


—if they needed any warming up— 
the overflow crowd of 20,000 for the 
heroes. Preceding the appearance 
of the Big 15, entertaining the mob 
were Kay Kyser’s orch, Danny Kaye, 
Ray Bolger, Gracie Fields, Henny 
Youngman, Radio City Music Hall 
Orch, Glee Club and Rockettes. 

Success of the day’s proceedings 
was due largely to the preparations 
made by the Skouras committee. 
Members included Abe Lastfogel, 
chief of the William Morris agency 
and USO-Camp Shows, Inc.; Bob 
Weitman, managing director of the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y.; Hal Horne, 
pub-ad director of 20th-Fox; Stirling 
Silliphant, of 20th-Fox publicity de- 
partment; Lou Epstein, vet legit exec; 
Jack Partington, Fanchon & Marco 
topper; Irving Lesser, managing di- 
rector of the Roxy, N. Y.; Aubrey 
Schenck, of 20th-Fox, and Bob Chris- 
tenberry, manager of the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y. 

They also set up the whole 22-city 
tour on which the War Heroes will 
be greeted with similar enthusiasm, 
if not on the same physical scale, as 
in New York. Heroes will be in 
Boston today (Wednesday); Phiia- 
delphia, tomorrow; Baltimore, Fri- 
day; Washington, Saturday; Pitts- 
burgh, Monday; Cleveland, Tuesday; 
Detroit, Wednesday; Milwaukee, 
Thursday. They then take a day of 
rest and start in Minneapolis, June 
20 matinee; St. Paul, June 
20 evening; Denver, June 22; 
Salt Lake City, June 23; Seattle, 
June 25; Portland, Ore., June 26; San 
Francisco, June 27; Los Angeles, June 
29; San Antonio, July 1;: Dallas-Fort 
Worth, July 2; New Orleans, July 3, 
and St. Louis, July 4. 


Mil’w’kee War Expo 


Milwaukee is currently staging a 
War Exposition & Bond Rally of its 
own, preceding the Army War Show, 
which opens in Baltimore Friday 
(12). War Show will get 10c admish 
at mats and 50c evening for Army 
Relief, and will include 1,200 officers 
and men demonstrating every form 
of military equipment. 

Howard Strickling, Metro’s Coast 
publicity chief, representing the Hol- 
lywood Victory Committee, is lining 
up the three stars to tour with the 
Air Cavalcade, which gets going at 
LaGuardia Field, N. ¥., next Tuesday 
(16). Itinerary calls for three-day 
performances at each of the 15 cities 
so far set. There will probably be 
more later. 

In the armada—all-the plans will 
be demonstrated in the air and, in 
fact, will fly from city to city on the 
tour—will be a Messerschmidt i194, 
Hurricane, Spitfire, American P39, 
P40 and a glider. 

Dates so far set, after New York, 
are. Hartford, June 18; Providence, 
June 21; Philadelphia, June 23: 
Washington, June 26; Pittsburgh, 
June 29; Cincinnati, July 2; Louis- 
ville, July 7; St. Louis, July 9; Kan- 
sas City, July 11; Omaha, July 13; 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, July 15; Du- 
luth-Superior, July 18; Milwaukee, 
July 20, and Chicago, July 24. 

Marlene Dietrich leaves today 
(Wednesday) on a tour for the Treas- 
ury Department through 10 midwest- 
ern cities. She'll join the Hollywood 
contingent part of the way. 





Show business will participate in 
the mammoth patriotic parade, ‘New 
York at War,’ on Fifth avenue Sat- 
urday (13) at the invitation of the 
committee. American Theatre Wing 
and its Stage Door Canteen will have 
a float. It is being designed by Eme- 
line Roach and painted by R. Her- 
mansen. The truck is being loaned 
by Harry Schumer, while stagehands 
will deliver the labor, all gratis. 
Same goes for materials, loaned by 
Dazian’s. 

Legit theatres were also invited to 
have a float, matter being handled 
through the League of New York 
Theatres. 

Suggestion that matinees be can- 
celled Saturday afternoon because of 
the parade was knocked out. Agreed, 
however, that the afternoon per- 
formances will have a 3 o’clock 
starting curtain. That is but 15 or 
20 minutes later than usual. Parade 
is slated to get going at 10 a.m. 


30 Hollywoodians Make 
120-City U. S. Bond Tour 


Hollywood, June 9. 

Picture industry sent out its second 
flight of Bond bombers, this time 
covering more towns than the Vic- 
tory Caravan. New troupe of 30 
players will ~isit 120 cities and put 
over their Bond sales message to 
35,000,000 pecple. Hollywood Victory 
Committee estimates that the second 
contingent will sell more than $100,- 
600,000 in Bonds. 





Vanguard of the sales army, con- 








Celebrations for War Heroes 
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sisting of Arieen Whelan, Shirley 
Ross, Mary Howard, Gale Sonder- 
gaard, Mrs. Pat O’Brien and Donald 
Crisp, opened in Milwaukee and 
moved later to Chicago where they 
were joined’ by Marlene Dietrich, 
Lana Turner, Marjorie Weaver and 
others for a tour of the midwest and 
northwest, splitting up into solos, 
duos, trios and groups of various 
sizes. 


With the cooperation of the War 
and Navy Departments, the mayors 
and governors of cities and states to 
be visted have declared civic and state 
holidays, with local committees work- 
ing hand-in-hand with soldiers and 
Sailors to put the sales campaign 
across, 


In addition to Milwaukee and Chi- 
cago, the tourists will stop in Madi- 
son, Springfield, Monticello, South 
Bend, Superior, St. Paul, Minneapo- 
lis, Sioux Falls, Sioux City, Des 
Moines, Rock Island, Moline, Daven- 
port, Detroit, Toledo, Cleveland, 
Akron, Columbus, Dayton, Cincin- 
nati, Wallace, Portland, Tacoma, 
Wenatchee, Seattle and Spokane. 
Campaign is sponsored by the Treas- 
ury Department through an arrange- 
ment with the Hollywood Victory 
Committee. 


OLIVER SAYLER GETS 
ATAM BIZ MGR. POST 


Oliver M. Sayler was elected busie 
ness agent of the Association of Thee 
atrical Agents and Managers Monday 
(8) in N. Y. It was the only con- 
tested post at the annual meeting. 
Sayler, who got 147 votes, was op- 
posed by Milton Weintraub, who 
polled 124, so that the winning mar- 
gin was 23. 

Joe Grossman, who was the agent, 
withdrew after being nominated, 
after his appeal for higher pay was 
rejected. Business agent’s pay is $85 
weekly, same going for secretary- 
treasurer, to which job Louis F. 
Werba was re-elected. There is no 
compensation attached to other of- 
fices. 

Others re-elected: Saul Abraham, 
president, and Philip Stevenson, vice- 
president. Board: Ben Boyar, Mor- 
ris Jacobs, Victor Samrock, William 
Brennan, house company and gen- 
eral managers’ division; Nat Dorf- 
man, Glen Allvine, press agents; 
Howard Herr ick, Forrest Crossman, 
road agents; Morris Crystal, Nathan 
Parnes, Yiddish group. 


ATAM was recently given national 
jurisdiction by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Extent of a member- 
ship drive depends on whether the 
stagehands decide to take in picture 
house managers, or turn such mem- 
bership over to ATAM. Latter claims 
the managerial field of all other 
amusements. 














War Story Slants 
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repertory to score on another lo- 
cale in the English Channel. 

It’s called ‘Project 47,’ and, just to 
be different, it has more to do with 
the bottom of the channel than it has 
to do with the top. 

But think nothing of it. The boys 
have already been down to the bot- 
tom of the Mediterranean and up 
again with the story of the Ark 
Royal, while others have taken off 
with ‘The Flying Tigers’ in India, a 
Republic picture, leaving Russia and 
‘The Scorched Earth’ to MGM, 
‘China Pass’ to Paramount and ‘Ren- 
dezvous in the Pacific’ to Metro 
again. 

All this, with ‘The Invaders’ in 
Canada, the Commando raids and 
the various war pictures about 
America, England and the Con- 
tinent, had just about surrounded 
the war, or so they thought. But 
the next thing they knew, President 
Roosevelt was on the air, extolling 
the feats of Lieut. Com. Corydon M. 
Wassell, the doctor-hero of Java. 

And with renewed cries of ‘yoicks, 
yoicks,’ the chase was on again. It 
was less than five minutes later, in 


fact, that the doctor was being 
talked to by long distance from 
Hollywood, relative to the film 


rights of his story. 

Of course, nobody knew the story. 
But think nothing of that, either. 
James Hilton is already writing it. 

However, that’s Hollywood. Say 
what you want about it, attack it. 
sneer at it, traduce it and give it 
the guffaw. But one thing you can’t 
claim. as follows, that it’s slow on 
the draw. 
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Lou Saltzman, former road electrician with ‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum, 
“N. Y., went to the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
convention at Columbus, O., last week, but failed to get reconsideration 
of his objection to an IA board ruling anent his dismissal from the show’s 
crew. It was not expected ‘that the board would touch the matter again, 
but the N. Y. delegation is said to have promised to introduce a motion 
from the floor in his behalf. No such move was made, however. 

A provision in the pink contract which is regularly used for produc- 


‘tion of road men was involved. 


It stipulates that such stage hands may 
give two weeks notice, manager having the same right. 


Ben Boyar, 


general manager for Max Gordon, replaced Saltzman upon due notice, 
after being advised by IA that he could make the switch. Saltzman 
claimed that he should not have been let out except for just cause, but 
IA declared the manager was within his rights, otherwise the give or 
take notice clause would be inequitable. 

As a matter of custom, few managers dismiss crewmen except for 


cause. 
provision to their advantage. 


Deckhands, however, have frequently taken advantage of the 
For instance, when with a show that is 


doubtful, they quit to take berths with something more promising. 





Special matinee of ‘Angel Street’ was given at the Golden, N. Y., Fri- 
day (5) for high school students, who were admitted for 10c. It was the 
seventh such performance since last fall, other school matinees having 
been played by such standouts as ‘Life With Father,’ ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
‘Junior Miss,’ ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ ‘Macbeth,’ also ‘A Kiss for Cin- 


derella.’ 


Idea was tried early last summer and, when the performance of 


‘The Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine Cornell) was enthusiastically received 


by the youngsters, it was decided to extend the stunt. 


Primarily such 


performances are expected to develop potential theatre attendance, and 
check-ups proved that comparatively few of the youngsters ever saw a 


~ 


stage play previously. 


It was planned to play matinees for the kids in other cities, Chicago 
being the first chosen. Stagehands there, however, refused to put on the 
shows gratis and the plan was shelved. 





+ 


Leading character of ‘Comes the Revelation,’ which briefly played 
the Jolson, N. Y., bears a number of resemblances to Joseph Smith, 


founder of the Church of the Latter Day Saints (Mormon), 


However, 


it is not.actually supposed to represent him. Like Smith, Joe Flanders, 
of ‘Revelation,’ is a native of an upstate New York town. He has a vision 
and his message from God is engraved on golden pilates miraculously 
left for him. He becomes a prophet and, also like the original Mormon, 


he advocates polygamous marriage for men. 


Resemblances end there. 


Smith was regarded as sincere, though possibly fanatical, whereas Flan- 


ders is an unscrupulous charlatan. 


Smith was an extreme ascetic and 


Flanders is a profilgate. Louis Vittes, author of ‘Revelation,’ is understood 
to have done considerable research on Mormonism some years ago. 





Emergency Council of the Legitimate Theatre has advised managers 
that no special performances are to be given for the various war aid 
purposes until further notice. Action was taken because of theatre drives 
for relief funds, and especially because of requests to individual mana- 
gers for such showings which they could hardly refuse. Recently sev- 
eral legit performances were devoted to Army and Navy relief without 
contact with the Council, and apparently the benefits did not jell with 
the general pattern of aiding the services. 

Of course, benefit performances for the Actors Fund and Stage Relief 


are exceptions to the new rule. 





Maestro Meyer Davis, whose society dance work has been sharply cur- 


tailed for the duration, is interested in becoming a legit producer. 


With 


film producer Jules Levey (Mayfair Pictures), he has offered Mary Mar- 
tin (Paramount) a chance for Breadway stardom. Both are still await- 


ing a reply to their proposition. 


Davis meantime has a piece of the 


Dwight Deere Wiman musical, ‘Oh Jupiter’ (nee ‘All’s Fair’) of which 
Richard Rodgers, the songsmith, and Richard Kollmar, actor turned pro- 


ducer, are ‘co-presenters.’ 





Since the musical ‘Best Foot Forward’ opened last fall, on Broadway, 
four of the cast have married. Rosemary Lane was first to go when she 


married Buddy Westmore, film hair stylist. 


Gil Stratton followed and, 


over last week, Tee Dauber and Norma Lehn of the chorus took their 


vows. 


All but Miss Lane, who left the show to be near her husband, now 


in the Coast Guard. have remained in the cast. 





Eileen’ Great $12,000 in Chi On 


Cut-Rates: ‘Ladies’ Buxom $16,500 


Chicago, June 9. 

Return of ‘My Sister Eileen” to 
Chicago at $1.65 top has proven big 
winner and the Harris is now sell- 
ing out with this show. Looks to 
stay for a long time at the pace 
indicated. Only other item in town 
is ‘Good Night Ladies,’ still big. 

Tomorrow (Wednesday) the 
Grand Opera House gets the Chi- 
cago two-a-day vaudeville revival, 
‘Headliners of °42.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(8th week) (1,200; $2.75). Smashing 
right along and in spite of lack of 
cooling plant this house continues to 
jam ’em, last week ringing up an- 
other hefty $16,500. 

“My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (3d 
week) (1,000; $1.65). Return at cut- 
rates is a natural, with capacity last 
week for $12,000. 


‘CANDIDA’, BIG $31,800, 
FOLDS WASH. SEASON 


Washington, June 9. 


_The National theatre clocked es- 
timated great $31,800 for its fare- 
well week with ‘Candida’ and is 
shuttered until September. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt at- 
tended the Saturday night perform- 
anee and had the company in for 














‘EILEEN,’ AT $1.65 TOP, 
GOOD $12,000 IN HUB 


Boston, June 9. 

Pop price ($1.65 top) run of ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ opened encouragingly 
last week at the Colonial with esti- 
mated $12,000 take—topping at least 
one of the weeks at the Wilbur dur- 
ing the winter at $2.20 top. ‘Eileen’ 
will stay here four or six weeks, 
depending upon continued demand 
for the comedy during hot weather. 

This week, starting Monday (8), 
‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
runs in opposition to ‘Eileen,’ also 
at pop scale. 


Horton, 86, Free’, 626, 
As Detroit Tapers Off 


Detroit, June 9. 
It looks like the curtain is due to 
drop on the local season. Edward 
Everett Horton’s ‘Springtime For 
Henry,’ running consistently strong 
at the Shubert-Lafayette, dipped 
last week to approximately $7,900, 
following estimated $10,200 in the 
preceding (third) week. However, 
figure still is solid for a $1.50 top 

and ‘Henry’ goes into fifth stanza. 
Gross still wasn’t as low as that 
of John Golden’s ‘Free and Equal,’ 
starring James Barton, which made 
its bow at the Cass. With nothing 











‘upper and a greeting from the} much to offer as a comedy it sagged 


President. 


to estimated $6,500 at $2.75 top. 











Play on Broadway | 
BY JUPITER 


Dwight Deere Wiman-Richard Rodgers 
Production (in association with Richard 
Kolimar) of two-act musical (5 scenes). 
Stars Ray Bolger; features Constance 
Moore, Ronald Graham, Benay Venuta. 
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart adapted 
the book from Julian F. Thompson's play, 
‘The Warrior's Husband’; songs by Rodgers 
and Hart; staged by Joshua Logan; .dances, 
Robert Alton; settings and lighting, Jo 
Mielziner; costumes, Irene Sharaff; arrange- 
ments, Don Walker; vocal arrangements, 
Johnny Green and Buck Warwick; orches- 
tra conducted by Johnny Green; 17 girls, 
nine boys in the line. Opened June 8, '42, 
at Shubert, N. Y., at $6.60 top; regular 
scale $4.40 top. 


a POET CORT EEE ETE SONS Bob Douglas 
Me, TEOGGIE s . accvcveseasedexcnt Mark Dawson 
ABAMCMMNON...ccccecesess Robert Hightower 
DOPIR. 00s wweccseveccvicce ts Jayne Manners 
errr Martha Burnett 
Dogan’ Demtey. .cn0rnseccevese Rose Inghram 
, GNGS 00s cocncisasextbeed Kay Kimber 
SNR: bie cup dheedus cede te Monica Moore 
RR Py Oe Maidel Turner 
INL 60s 00004 06a90% Margaret Bannerman 
Ps Gado abies ce céesetes Bertha Belmore 
PE DE 00 cks seven ceuecss dhae Don Liberto 
GE. SO cen sadesencdeaee Tony Matthews 
BO WEP ccdsessccecscessouss William Vaux 
CN Sbb>s cbinivesicedace Benay Venuta 
DOOMS, 0 acd dedeseopoaseonssossas Ray Bolger 
SE <0'o 6.40,000% 0 a0. 600% Constance Moore 
Be FOOD 5 5 68.660 sdbece nen Helen Bennett 
An Amazon Dancer........... Flower Hujer 
IR 6 a's eb ae ait qo wenaes Ronald Graham 
Es < raced od fo epeneleessooeees Berni Gould 
BENONUD ice piven cet nedrecsudewese Vera-Ellen 
I ans o's nid Robert and Lewis Hightower 
Amazon Runmmer.......... Wana Wenerholm 
OI. 50% 66 igises ete Sewes Ralph Dumke 
POs edieckcawhcaesetesint Irene Corlett 
First Camp Follower........-..+.- Vera-Ellen 
Second Camp Follower......... Ruth Brady 
Third Camp Follower........ Helen Bennett 
Fourth Camp Follower.......... Joyce Ring 
Fifth Camp Follower..... Rosemary Sankey 


Girls—Helen Bennett, Ruth Brady, Betty 
Jo Creager, June Graham, Babs Heath, 
Janet Lavis, Virginia Meyer, Marjorie 
Moore, Mary Virginia Morris, Beth Nich- 
ols, Dorothy Poplar, Bobby Priest, Joyce 


Ring, Rosemary Sankey, Toni Stuart, 
Olga Suarez, Wana Wenerholm. 
Boys—Ray Koby, Don Liberto, Michael 


Mann, Tony Matthews, George Schwabk, 
William Silvers, Ken Whelan, Robert Wil- 
son, Wiiliam Vaux. 





‘By Jupiter’ (nee ‘All’s Fair’ and 
adapted from “The Warrior’s Hus- 
band’) is a lush and lavish musi- 
comedy which will enjoy a moderate 
run. It’s not a smash, although its 
business potentials may exceed its 
basic modest due, chiefly: because the 
competition on Broadway this year 
isn’t too keen. They’re hungry for 
new shows. 

The monotone of masculine femmes 
and effeminate men makes for not 
too inspired comedy. The first act 
is strong; the second act lets down 
considerably. Ray Bolger is a funny 
man but after a while it palls to see 
him as the nurtured male who yearns 
for a honeymoon at the Nigerian 
falls; who is sheltered from rude 
‘traveling salesladies’ ribald gags 
and who is accused by his pro- 
tecting mother as ‘sometimes you 
swear like a longshorewoman. The 
libretto features lines such as ‘What 
do the Greeks do?’ ‘I hear they run 
restaurants’; the ingenue lead, Con- 
stance Moore, rebukes herself, ‘I 
don’t know why, but I never raped 
the men we conquered in our wars; 
sometimes they used to tease me 
about that at military school!’ and 
Bolger chides Benay Venuta, ‘What 
do you think I am—a pullover?’ 

Of course, when the conquering 
Greeks, led by Ronald Graham, juve 
lead, finally best the femme warriors 
of Pontus, the sex relations right 
themselves, accdrding to our stand- 
ards. 

In between, much clever—some- 
times too much so—lyrical wordage 
by talented Lorenz Hart holds the 
action together. The Dick Rodgers 
score is a bit too ultra for popular 
consumption; and it’s a cinch that 
Hart’s lyrics will have to undergo 
sapolioing before they’re radio-ac- 
cepted, or for that matter made gen- 
erally palatable. Some of it is as 
subtle as a gag about the farmer’s 
daughter, but in academic, lyrical 
phraseology it sounds smarter. Some 
of the lines in ‘The Gateway to the 
Temple of Minerva,’ ‘Now That I’ve 
Got My Strength’ and ‘Jupiter For- 
bid’ aren’t exactly Rover “Boy jive. 

As a musicomedy it is extravagant, 





|adult and betimes amusing. Had the 
{second act topped the first stanza 
ithere’d be no question. But it all 
soon becomes as obvious as a Greek 
lleer that the femme warriors will 
|relax, and the conquering Greeks’ 
|nature would take its course. Thus 
|Ronald Graham, alumnus of past 
| Rodgers and Hart musical comedy 
| successes, is virtually paired off with 
Constance Moore; and the B.C. road 
company of Casper Milquetoast, Ray 
Bolger, asserts his latent masculinity 
and makes Queen Hippolyta (Benay 
Venuta) take orders, instead of giv- 
ing commands as has been her wont. 

The trouping is tiptop from the 
star and the featured three down. 
Perhaps the hit of the works, a 
sleeper, is that dowager lady, Bertha 
Belmore, who time-steps with the 
limber Ray Bolger in a manner that 
almost eclipses the star. Bolger 
wisely throws it all her way, and 
the sight of this post-50s matron 
strutting her shapely gams is some- 
thing very worthwhile for audience 


values. Miss Belmore musically re- 
creates the role she did 10 years ago 
in the play original with Katharine 


Hepburn. Bolger, incidentally, is 
less the hoofer and more the straight 
mime, a wise enough evolution for a 
very funny fellow, excepting that he 
left the cu.tomers waiting for that 
boff dance specialty which never 
quite came forth. 

Instead, the hoofology is in the 








‘Jupiter's’ $20,500 in Six Times, 
B'way s New Click; ‘Harry’ 116 Okay 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Death, Mr. President’—Ex- 
perimental Theatre. 

‘Stars on Ice’—Sonja Henie, 
Arthur M. Wirtz. 

‘Star and  Garter’—Michael 
Todd. 

‘Broken Journey’—Martin Bur- 
ton, 

‘The 
Hodge. 


‘DECK’ SOLID $30,000 
IN S.F.; ‘FATHER’ 136 


San Francisco, June 9. 
‘Hit the Deck,’ third piece in the 
Civic Light Opera series, packed ’em 
into all available seats last week, 
while ‘Life With Father’ (second 
company) continued to carry on in 
healthy condition in ninth week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life With Father,’ Geary (9th 
wk) (1,500; $2.75). Despite the long 
run this was still good for $13,400. 
Les be around for several weeks 
yet. 
‘Hit the Deck,’ Curran (1,774; 
$3.30). This is the first show of the 
light opera schedule to hit capacity, 
bringing in $30,000. 


St. L. Playgoers Tie 
In With Theatre Guild 


St. Louis, June 9. 

N. Y. Theatre Guiid has arranged 
with the Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc., 
for the presentation of a series of 
six Broadway successes, at a special 
discount rate, at the American thea- 
tre here during the 1942-43 season. 
This burg thus becomes one of the 
15 major cities which will present 
plays produced by the Guild. Be- 
sides the Guild series, the Playgoers 
also will sponsor a minimum of 15 
other stage pieces. 

Four of the six in the Guild series 
will be ‘Without Love,’ with 
Katharine Hepburn; ‘Yesterday’s 
Magic,’ ‘Junior Miss’ and ‘Papa Is 
All.’ 





Cat Screams’—Martha 














traditional peppery manner of en- 
semble staging by Bob Alton, plus 
socko acro-terpology done by Robert 
and Lewis Hightower, with Flower 
Hujer as their adagioesque vis-a-vis. 
The husky yet agile Hightower freres 
throw some mean calisthenics in 
their zippy terps. And Miss Hujer 
is a personality dancer who will 
make her mark. 

Vocally, Benay Venuta, seasoned 
trouper in legit comedy, radio and 
straight variety chirping, struts a 
mean song and gam throughout the 
proceedings. She gets plenty out of 
‘Jupiter Forbid,’ backed by Martha 
Burnett, Rose Inghram, Kay Kimber 
and Monica Moore, latter two alumnae 
of the niteries and cafe floors who 
also have minor bits. 

Constance Moore, from films and 
radio, is a looker who should do a 
terrific stagedoor business, but she’s | 
shy vocally. This marks her stage | 
debut, Broadway or otherwise. How- 
ever, her lack in the larynx depart- 
ment is more than compensated by 
her personal pulchritude. Ronald 
Graham, vis-a-vis juve, sings and 
acts a highly competent male lead. 
Herein he’s effectively aided by Ber- 
ni Gould, as his oswell, yclept 
Homer, who indites snappy screeds 
for posterity. 

Among the Amazons, the top 
looker is Jayne Manners, a 6 ft.-two, 
long-stemmed beaut who really takes 
command every time she entrances. 

‘Nobody’s Heart Belongs to Me’ i: 
Miss Moore’s vocal solo, a bit beyond 
her, and she later tackles a ‘Careless 
Rhapsody,’ dueted with Graham. 
Bolger reprises ‘Nobody’s Heart’ and 
also has ‘Life With Father’ and ‘No. 
Mother No’ as comedy lyrics, plus 
‘Everything I Got,’ another good ex- 
cerpt. ‘Bottoms Up’ is a rhythmic 
ensemble led by Mark Dawson and | 
Miss Venuta. 

Johnny Green, the Toscanini of 
ASCAP songsmiths, batons the pit 
orchestra and interprets the Rodgers 
and Hart score like a symphony, per- 
sonally drawing salvos. Don Walker, 
who did the orchestral arrangements, 
and Green, with Buck Warwick, who 
did the vocal arrangements, have 
likewise enhanced the interpretative 
qualities, even though, as above- 
stated, the svelte tunes are a shade 
too productiony for so much general 
popularity. Everything about Dwight 
Deere Wiman’s lush production—in 
which Richard Rodgers and Rich- 
and Kollmar figure as co-presenters, 
heading a syndicate that has already 
invested $100,000 in this lavish musi- 
cal—is super-dooper. Irene Sharaff's 
costumes, Jo Mielziner’s settings and 
lighting, Joshua Logan’s staging ‘his 
last Broadway.chore before joining 
the service) and Robert Alton’s dance 
routines are big league Abel. 


| (M-1,450; $4.40) 


June is seeing new show entrants 
for a change. First to arrive, ‘By 
Jupiter’ (first called ‘All’s Fair’), 
started last midweek and was cor- 
dially greeted. Indications are it will 
be good thing, though size of house 
probably precludes gross leadership. 
Summer’s next musical, ‘Star and 
Garter,’ is due next week at Music 


Box. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (26th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Having now accom- 
plished six months’ run, with every 
week profitable, has good chance 
through summer; over $10,000 and 
okay here. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(73a week) (CD-838; $3.30). Some 
leads going to Coast next month, but 
show is aimed into next season; last 
week takings again approximated 
#12.000. 

‘Rest Foot Forwerd,’ Barrymore 
(36th week) (M-1,1%% $4.40). Started 
Sunday performances to fair results, 
what with summer weather; raied 
getting around $16,500; indefinite. 

‘Rlithe Snirit, Rooth (3ist week) 
(CD-719: $3.30). More than holding 
its own in new snot arross street 
from Morosco and the takings point- 
ed tow2rds $12.590 last week. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (lst week) 
(M-3.325; ¢440). Drew excellent 
press and Incks like musical winner; 
opened middle of last week, with 
business therepfter approaching ca- 
pacity; $20500 first six times. 

‘Guest in the MHeure.’ Plymouth 
(15th week) (CD-1,057: $3.30). Get- 
ting by, what with salary cuts. but 
dovbtfvl summer _ steyer; $8,000 
claimed. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (29th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Number. one 
straight laugh show of past season 
is running ahead of other non-musi- 
cals consistently; $14,000. 

‘Life With Feather,’ Empire (134th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Eased off, but 
the run leader is still in the chips 
and, with takings bettering $10,500, 
pretty good profit both ways earned. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (32d week) 
Virtually tied for 
Broadway leadership; some variance, 
but takings around $29,000 excellent 
at this time. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (76th 
week) (CD-891; $3.36). Soldiers ad- 
mitted gratis like this comedy best, 
according to checkup; still making 
money both ways; around $9,000 and 
more. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (27th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). May be out 
in front slightly over contending 
‘Let’s Face It’: couple of theatre par- 


ties helped gross around $30,000 
level. 
‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (2d 


week) (D-1,142;: $3.30). Early indi- 
cations of moderately successful show 
strengthened last week, when box- 
office count went over $11,000; may 
climb further. 

Revival 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (20th 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Middle of 
last week was stronger than usual, 
which sent most successful musical 
revival in years to around $18,000. 

Added 
‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (2d week) (C-1,520; $1.65). 
John Gelden offered to bet odds 
that takings would top $10,000 and 
that mark was exceeded. Repeat date 
announced extended to July 2, 
Vaude-Revues 

‘Top Notchers,’ 44th St. (1st week) 
(1,385; $2.20). Gracie Fields proved 
draw that strengthened matinees 
and newest vaude outfit drew top 
money last week: $20,000. 

‘Priorities of 1942, 46th St. (11th 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Some of the 
matinees dropped, but evenings are 
exceller?; last week’s $19,000 some- 
what under previous grosses. 


‘MUSIC SWEET $48,000 
IN L. A; ‘FATHER’ 106 


Los Angeles, June 9. 

In 11 performances, third presen- 
tation of the Civic Light Opera sea- 
son, “Music in the Air,’ hit close to 
capacity to ring up terrific $48,000 in 
10 days at Philharmonic auditorium. 
Season closes this week with ‘Hit 
the Deck,’ which opened yesterday 
(Monday). 

‘Life with Father’ continues at a 
lively pace, tabbing $19,000 in its 
— week at the Hollywood Music 

Ox. 

Biltmore re-lights tomorrow (10) 
for revival of big-time vaude on 
four-week trial basis scaled at $1.50 
top. Headliners include George 
Jessel, Jack Haley, Ella Logan, Kitty 
Carlisle and the De Marcos, with 
Fred Finklehoffe presenting and re- 
portedly bankrolling. If the vaude 
policy clicks, secend unit will be 
lined up to follow in after four 








weeks; otherwise house reverts to 
Straight legit with ‘Claudia’ and 
“Watch On the Rhine’ slated for 





early summer bookings. 
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Winchell Ideas in re: Cissy 


Walter Winchell’s beef against 
(Cissy) Patterson's Washington 
Times-Hera!d is causing him to_talk 
with John Wheeler, of NANA, as a 
possible new syndication outlet. Not 
wanting to quit Hearst, Winchell told 
his N. Y. Mirror (home paper) edi- 
tor. Jack Lait, as well as Joe Con- 
nolly, prez of King Features, that he 
prefers remaining with them, but he 
fiinds himself hogtied by King Fea- 
tures’ blanket syndication deal with 
Mrs. Patterson until 1945. Connolly 
is now mulling whether th> selling 
of Winchell through Press Alliance, 
or some other Hearst-affiliated news- 
paper outlet, wouldn't thus free 
Winchell of his automatic tie-in with 
the Patterson D. C. daily. 

The femme _ publisher’s gripe 
against the columnist—and_ vice 
versa—is well known. It reached the 
stage where she sharply edited Win- 
chell’s stuff, much to his frank dis- 
gust. Winchell, on occasion, has 
taken space in rival D. C. dailies to 
advertise that his original, unexpur- 
gated column is obtainable in the 
N. Y. Mirror, which has a sizeable 
Washington circulation. 

Another suggestion came from 
Hecht, big D. C. department store, 
that the merchant ‘sponsor’ Win- 
chell’s column, as part of regular 
paid advertising, along with the 
Hecht store’s ads, as an insurance 
against any malicious or otherwise 
radical editing down. The Hecht 
people couldn't see how this differed 
from Jergen’s sponsoring Winchell 
on the radio Sunday nights, but the 
columnist turned it down. 


A proposal that Winchell, Drew 
Pearson and Robert S. Allen, who 
likewise have been having Cissy 
Patterson trouble, buy a small Vir- 
ginia weekly near Washington was 
likewise nixed. 





F.D.R. Writes ‘Yank’s’ Ist Lead 


President Roosevelt wrote the 
lead story for first issue of ‘Yank’, 
new Army newspaper, off the press 
Saturday (13). It is a message to 
men of the Army, in which he says 
he hopes: to read every issue, and 
will be read at the dinner which 
staff of original ‘Stars and Stripes’ 
will give successor’s editorial force 
on. Saturday in N. Y. 


‘Yank’ will be devoid of cheese 
cake art-by War Department orders. 
Pictorially the soldier newspaper 
will have to get along without girls 
in bathing suits and pictures re- 
vealing oomph. Army also plans to 
tighten up on some of the soldier 
publications which are pretty much 
on the free and easy when it comes 
to revealing the feminine body beau- 
tiful. 

Navy has long been strict on hav- 
ing its uniformed personnel photo- 
graphed with the better glamour 
exhibits. Tightening came after 
some of the Powers models visited 
Quantico and were photographed 
with Marines in non-military poses. 


Reaction was negative with Navy 
wives and the order went forth: 
‘Sailors and Marines can oly be 


photographed for publication against 
inanimate objects’. 

*Yank’s’ staff put together their 
first dummy edition last Saturday 
(6) in preparation for the initial 
issue, dated June 13. It will be 
printed at the Cuneo Press in N. Y. 
for the first few weeks and then 
at plants in various parts of the 
country (and perhaps abroad) to 
facilitate distribution. 

Size of the press run, as with 
many other details of the produc- 
tion of ‘Yank’, is a military secret. 
It’s 


issuing for publicity purposes 
the figure 400,000, but that’s ad- 
mittedly phony. Nor will ‘Yank’ 


officers tell how the Army proposes 
to transport the papers to the vari- 
ous armies in the field. 





Best’s Nazi Drivel 

Robert Henry Best, the former 
United Press staffer who elected to 
remain in Berlin and broadcast for 
Hitler rather than be repatriated re- 
cently with other foreign correspond- 
ents, is mimicing the most vicious, 
anti-democracy, anti-Semitic mouth- 
ings of his new Fuehrer in his short- 
wave airings. 

Best declared a few nights ago he 
‘had never known what real freedom 
“was until I went to Germany’ and 
added ‘the United Nations won't 
have any more chance than a snow 
dog chasing an asbestos rabbit 
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bined sales representative and 
press agent with important con- 
tacts magazine, radio and pub- 


lishing. 
Attractive Proposition Plus 
Box 335, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., 
New York 





through a white hot furnace’ if they 
open a second front in Europe. 

F eports on Russian successes against 
the Nazis were termed by Best 
| ‘stories of American journalistic jack- 
asses’ and ‘poolroom reporting by 
mouthpieces.’ 

He has been particularly vitupera- 
t: e in his remarks abcut Roosevelt, 
Churchill and the Jews. 

Best Las had the population of his 
native South Carolina dialing like 
mad to catch his shortwave chatter 
| since the quantities of newspaper 
|publicity there concerning his decis- 
/ion to remain abroad ‘in the interests 
‘of history.’ They can hardly believe 
'in Spartanburg that the Dixie drawl 
is the hometown boy they used to 
know. 

Although Best hasn’t been seen 
here in 22 years, he’s recalled as the 
son of a minister, the late Rev. A. H, 
Best, of the South Carolina Methodist 
Conference, graduate of Wofford Col- 
leze in 1916, and a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army in World WarI. A brother 
is employed in a Spartanburg bank 
and a sister is a teacher in a Meth- 
odist school in Brazil. Members of 
the family had nothing to say about 
him. 

Best started airing as ‘Guess Who’, 
an equivalent of ‘Lord Haw-Haw,’ 
but later announced: ‘Now I'll give 
m: real name for the first time. I’m 
Robert Henry Best, native born 
South Carolinian.’ 








Gaucho Censorship on Collier’s 


Buenos Aires inunic-pal police, re- 
portedly acting under direct orders 
from the Argentine  Iinistry of For- 
eign Affairs, seized copigs of two re- 
cent issues of Colliers (May 9; April 
18) because of articles titled ‘Argen- 
tina-Axis Gateway’ by correspondent 
Frank Gervasi, according to word 
just received here. 

Americans in B, A. had long been 
expecting a bombshell after receiv- 
ing airmailed copies of the pieces, 
which took th2 gaucho government 
over the coals in ne uncertain fash- 
ion. First issue and second arrived 
on the same boat some five weeks 
after publication and some copies 
got on newsstands which specialize 
in foreign publications. Were only 
out a few hours, however, when 
police hauled off all copies. Dealers 
were not bothered. 

Quite a number of subscribers re- 
ported even mailed copies had failed 
to reach them. Those who did get 
theirs passed them from hand to 
hand, with some observers reporting 
circulation of -.he editions were 
greater as a result than it would 
have been if no attention had been 
paid. No local paper said much ex- 
cept Pampero, Nazi sheet, which 
picked some sections and twisted 
them to make its usual yarn. 

Gervasi pieces were held 100% 
right by resident U. S. correspond- 
ents and other Yanquis, who long 
have known the facts outlined but 
have been prevented -by fear of re- 
| prisals from saying them in the same 
way as Gervasi. 


A Rah-Rah Press Book 


| One of the most unusual press 
books ever turned out was sent to 
newspapers in New York by the 
Treasury Department last week to 
promote the forthcoming bond sale 
pledge campaign. It’s a 16-page, full 
n€wspaper size presentation, with 
something for every section of the 
paper. There are pictures of various 
civic leaders helping in the bond 
sale, editorial cartoon ideas, edi- 
torials, feature stories, features for 
women’s pages, pictures, boxes and 
stories for sports pages, war bond 
pledge streamer suggestions, boxes of 
various types to be’ run daily, three 
| full picture pages and a full-page ad. 
Mats of the pictures are available. 

| According to Peter Finney, direc- 
| tor of publicity for bond campaign in 
New York, in a preface to the press 
book, ‘It was not produced by a corps 
| of press agents. It was produced by 
the finest newspaper men and women 
}in New York City, many of them on 
| your staff. They came tothe Treasury 
| Department voluntarily and asked if 
they could help. They did. Here 
are the fruits of their labor, devised 
and written in their time off. They 
were not dictated to. We merely 
gave them the background of the 
War Bond Pledge Campaign, ex- 
plained its purpose. They did the 
rest, according to their years of ex- 
perience both as writers, artists, 
makeup men and, above all, Ameri- 
cans.’ 














Answering the N. Y. News 
Friends of Democracy, Inc., has 
| devised a unique way of giving a 
| quick answer to the isolationist edi- 
,torials of the N. Y. Daily News. 
| Organization gets a first edition of 
ithe News each evening and by 7 

o'clock the following morning if 





there’s an objectionable editorial, hag 





printed up a one-page handbill 
answering or pointing out the flaws 
in the News’ editorial. Handbillis 
are available in bundles to business 
men, labor groups, etc. : 

Format of the bills is to reprint 
the offending :ditorial with the 
reply alongside of it. Over the 
whole thing is a large headline, such 
as ‘Togay’s Daily News Echoes Mein 
Kampt,’ ‘Daily News Helps Hitler 
Divide and Conquer,’ ‘Today's Daily 
News ‘Buries’ Democracy. 

F. of D. recently was in the news 
when the N. Y. Times and Herald 
Tribune turned ‘own a full page ad 
it offered. San Francisco Chronicle 
and a few other papers have taken 
it. It carries pictures of William 
Randolph Hearst, Robert R. McCor- 
mick, publisher of the Chicago Tri- 
bune, and Joseph M. Patterson, pub- 
lisher of the N. Y. News. Under- 
neath is the headline: ‘And what do 
you call ‘aiding the enemy,’ gentle- 
men?’ 





Harlem Weekly’s PM Siant 


‘The People’s Voice,’ new Harlem 
weekly which in the four months 
since it started publication has be- 
come a powerful sheet in the great 
New York Negro community, is 
printed at the plant of PM in Brook- 
lyn. Although technically it’s just 
a job turned out by PM’s mechanical 
facilities, number of staffers on the 
Marshall Field paper have lent sym- 
pathetic editorial assistance. 
Fditor of the paper is Adam Clay- 
ton Powell, Jr., Harlem representa- 
tive in New York’s city council and 
a minister. St. Clair Bourne is m.e.; 
William M. Kelley is exec assistant 
to the publishers, the Powell- 
Buchanan Publishing Co., and Fredi 
Washington is public relations di- 
rector. 

Paper is the same format as PM, 
but with 40 pages. It’s liberally 
sprinkled with pictures and much of 
the writing has the editorial slant 
of PM. Features include Washing- 
ton, theatre and radio columns, and 
five pages of amusement news. 





Novel Ballyhoo for ‘Honour’ 

Unusual advance promotion for a 
book is the pamphlet being sent out 
by Little, Brown containing first 
seven chapters of James Aldridge’s 
‘Signed With Their Honour.’ Idea is 
that booksellers, critics and news- 
papermen to whom the reprint has 
been mailed will get so immersed by 
the time they’ve completed seven 
chapters they’ll want to read the 
book. 
‘Honour’ will be published Aug. 6. 
It’s the serial now running in Col- 
lier’s. under the title ‘Flight to the 
Sun,’ for which $150,000 is being 
asked for film rights’ Aldridge is a 
23-year-old Australian covering the 
Mediterranean battlefronts for North 
American Newspaper Alliance and 
Time mag. It’s his first novel, 





Interned Newsmen Lose Crockery 
Prime squawk by the newsmen re- 
turning on the Drottningholm, ex- 
change ship exporting Axis nationals 
and repatriating Americans, was the 
bad food at Bad Nauheim, where 
they were interned. Much scurvy 
broke out, causing loss of teeth 
among quite a number of the jour- 
nalists. 

More than casual suspicion exists 
that the ground meat served them 
was probably of the dog or cat va- 
riety, probably the latter. This con- 
trasts with the deluxe accommoda- 
tions accorded Axis diplomats while 
interned at White Sulphur Springs, 
Va. 





Morehouse’s Amerfcana Book 

Ward Morehouse’s recent series 
of articles in The New York Sun, 
based on his observations from 
countless miles of driving through- 
out the country since last Dec. 7, 
comes out in book form next month. 
Putnam’s publishing. 

Book is a_ picture of America 
under war conditions, and is titled 
‘American Reveille.’ 

Good Enough Reason 

Herald, Statesboro, Ga., has sus- 
pended publication for duration— 
but not for financial reasons. Leodel 
Coleman, editor and publisher, an- 
nounced in final issue that all ad- 
ministrative officials had entered 
army forces. Then, he closed his 
desk and reported for air corps 
duty. 

His brothers, Jim, in army, and 
C. C. Coleman, Jr., paratrooper, had 
already enlisted. The three were 
partners, 





Matthews Going to India 
Herber: L. Matthews, N. Y. Times 
foreign correspondent, who returned 
to the U. S. from Italy last week, 
in the exchange of diplomats and 
prisoners, will go to India as his 





next assignment. 


| Hugo Speck, INS correspondent 


who returned from Germany, has 
been assigned to that service's 
Washingten bureau. Most of the 
other correspondents who came 
back will find places on cable desks, 
while some are expected to be ab- 
sorbed by the Coordinator of In- 
formation for foreign radio and 
press propaganda work. 





All the News They Want to Read 

Conscientious objectors, unknown 
to most of the population, have their 
own newspaper, The Conscientionus 
Objector. It’s an eight to 12-page 
monthly tabloid giving news of 
conchies throughout the country and 
ladling out advice to those who don’t 
choose to fight because their con- 
sciences dictate otherwise. 

Editor of the paper is Jay Nelson 
Tuck, N. Y. World-Telegram rewrite 
man. Others on the staff are Lee 
Nichols, Roy Finch, Nat Hoffman, 
Sanford Clarke,-Paula N. Goldwas- 
ser, Ernest Smith and Joseph Ia- 
cueo. 





Ed Cochrane Moves Up 

Edward Cochrane has resigned as 
sports editor of the Hearst Herald- 
American in Chicago to join the 
Hearst International News Service 
and King Features Syndicate to 
handie nationwide sports promotion. 

Jimmy Corcoran is handling the 
H-A sports desk now. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Thomas J. Dowling, 53, former 
circulation director of the Scripps- 
Howard newspapers, died in Mount 
Vernon, N. Y., June 2. He started 
his career as an office boy in 1902 
with the N. Y. American and retired 
in 1938, 

Frank E. Chipman, 80, former 
president of the old Boston Book 
Ce., and for 35 years editor and pub- 
lisher of the Law Index, died June 1 
in Boston. 

Harry M. Williams, 75, retired 
editor of Indiana newspapers, died in 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., June 1. 

Mrs. Anna Gertrude Mealey 
Hinds, 66, only Ohio woman mem- 
ber of the Outdoor Writers Assn. of 
America, and former Marion, O., 
newspaperwoman, died June 3 in 
Marion. Her husband, George, re- 
tired newspaperman, survives. 

Theodore A. Barrett, 40, publisher 
of the Norwalk (O.) Experiment 
News, died June 5 in New London, 
oO. 
E. A. Hayes, 87, newspaper pub- 
lisher, died June 3 in San Jose, Cal., 
of injuries sustained in a fall. De- 
ceased had been co-publisher of the 
San Jose Mercury-Herald with his 
brother, J. O. Hayes, since 1900. 
Stephen W. Hopkins, 41, associate 


news.editor of.the Vermont Rutland 


Herald, and former sports editor of 
the Newburgh News, of N. Y., died 
in Newburgh June 4. 

Francis Wellman, 87, attorney and 
author, died June 7 in N. Y. He 
had been the author of numerous 
law books and had been the husband 
of Emma Juch, opera singer. She 
divorced him in 1911. 

Brian Bell, 52, head of the Wash- 
ington bureau of the Associated 
Press, died June 8, in Arlington, Va. 
He had been head of the bureau 
since 1939. 

William Mellor, 53, editor of the 
London Daily Herald from 1925 to 
1931, died there. 


Film Biz-Gov't 


Continued from page 3 
That holds true even more so after 
the war than now. 

OEM’s Attitude 

OEM unit, of which Garson Kanin 
is the best-known producer, main- 
tains that it makes only those pic- 
tures that Hollywood won’t make 
because they’re not profitable or for 
other reasons. It further claims 
that it can get its cameramen into 
war pldnts now for morale-promot- 
ing product that lensers not working 
directly for the Government could 
never get into. 

Unit, nevertheless, is in a some- 
what precarious position, having no 
appropriation beyond the current 
fiscal year, which ends June 30. Re- 
quest for a 1942-43 appropriation is 
now before Congress but is snarled 
in the efforts in Washington to con- 
solidate the information services. 
Once it has been decided who is to 
head Government- information, and 
where the film unit will fit in the 
scheme of things, there will be con- 
certed effort to push the appropria- 
tion through. 

It’s understood that the unit re- 
ceived $200,000 for the current year 
and has asked for considerably more 
for next year. If the coin is not 
voted before July 1, the outfit per- 
force folds, or takes on the sem- 
blance of folding, at least until the 
appropriation is voted. , 

















Unit is maintained on a skeleton 


' > 


basis which-can be expanded 15-fola 
in virtually no time, it is said. Hor- 
ton and Mellett are understood to 
maintain their threat by keeping the 
unit in this skeletonized state, but 
with key men in all jobs so that 
needed expansion can be accom- 
plished quickly. 
Schedules 

OEM. has issued some 20 pictures 
during the past year, running from 
three minutes to 22 minutes. Some 
of the 20 are various length versions 
of others, so that there were about 
10 actual subjects. Four more are 
to be released within the next month, 
They are: 

‘Fellow-Americans,’ made by Gar- 
son Kanin, with commentary by 
Lieut. James Stewart and music by 
Oscar Levant. Purpose is to further 
national unity by showing that in 
the amalgam of nationalities in this 
country lies its strength. 

‘Night Shift,” made by Garson 
Kanin, with Kate Smith and Danny 
Kaye starred. It’s all music and 
labeled a ‘10-minute opera.’ Marc 
Blitzstein wrote it, Filmed in war 
plants, it shows the around-the- 
clock production of American in- 
dustry. 

‘The Big Changeover,’ made by 
Bob James, showing conversion from 
consumer to war production, particu- 
larly in Detroit. Commentary is 
written and spoken by a Detroit 
worker. 

‘Willow Run,’ (working title), 
showing the new giant Ford bomber 
factory. Commentary is written by 
David Howard and spoken by Paul 
Muni, with music by Russell Ben- 
nett. 

None of the new pictures has been 
shown the War Activities Committee 
of the industry yet, but it is hoped 
they will be accepted by the WAC 
for distribution to theatres. Other- 
wise OEM promises to devise its 
own distribution. There's consid- 
erable feeling at the OEM unit that 
its product is brushed off in favor 
of that made by Hollywood and that 
when it is accepted there’s stalling 
in releasing it. That lines up with 
the generally cold feeling between 
the industry and Government film- 
makers. 











Runyon 


Continued from page 2 








mob and its mileu are interchange- 
able. It’s a case of Broadway being 
on Vine Street one night, and Vine 
Street on Broadway the next. In and 
out, back and forth. And all you 
have to do is wait for the boys on 
one street or the other. 

‘They follow the action,’ he ex- 
plains. ‘So you meet the mob in 
three cities, New York, Miami and— 
as the lawyers say—and/or Los An- 
geles. It’s Hollywood now, of course. 
There’s nobody in Los Angeles at 
night now except strays and street 
cleaners, 

The Same People 


‘But out at Hollywood, Mike Ly- 
man’s might as well be next door to 
Lindy’s. You meet the same people 
in both.’ 

What (?), he was asked; was there 
a local Harry the Horse? Or was the 
same guy here? 

‘Harry the Horse is dead,’ the man 
rejoined instantly, and _ seriously. 
‘Oh, yes. Don’t smile. The character 
is from real life. Nearly all of my 
characters are, 


\ ‘This one was called Kitty the 
Horse and, in the same way, my Izzy 
the Cheesecake is no more than a8 
slight deviation from a real party we 
all know as Cheesecake Ike. That 
may surprise a lot of people, includ- 
ing book reviewers and drama crit- 
ics who like to refer to my fiction as 
figments of ‘a Runyon world,’ mean- 
ing an unreal one. 

‘The funny thing is that much of 
my so called ‘world’ is not mine at 
all. It’s the mob’s, and my effort in 
that connection is no more than a 
job of accurate reporting.’ 

And what of the claim that his 
characters talk a language of their 
own, not one that’s known to any 
strata of human society? 

‘The dialogue is set up by the 
language of the narrator, who is me,’ 
he said. ‘There’s a reason for that 
language. I don’t just make them 
talk in an ordinary way, because that 
wouldn’t do. I make them talk the 
way they think’—meaning that the 
author does a bit of fourth dimension 
psyche-ing, by which he probes and 
peers beneath the spiritual westkit to 
see what it is that makes his people 
itch. 

‘Yes, some critics think this is 
sheer fantasy, a make-believe that 
never happened, and never could. 
And yet what could be more fan- 
tastic than the grim reality of Mur- 
der, Inc?’ 
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Broadway 


John Brenon of Par 





“Aileen St. 


ill, 
pee Blank, midwestern theatre 
operator, due in this week. 

Billy Wilder, film writer-director, 
in town for a week's vacation. 

Tony Muto, Movietone newsreel 
rep in Washington, in town over 
weekend, 

George McCall, ex-‘Variety’ in 
Hollywood, now in New York on pri- 
vate business. 

"E. W. Wingart, formerly 20th-Fox 
publicity head in the east; back from 
vacation in Peoria, Il. 

Mrs. Mary Aileen Olson, daughter 
of the late Mark Luescher, became 
mother of girl June 5. 

Elliott McManus, of 20th-Fox ex- 
change, has joined the 12th regimen 


of New York Guards. . 


Bern Bernard, who produced ‘Na- 
tive Son,’ ete., now a private in the 
Signal Corps at Astoria, L. I. 

George Fraser, lately in publicity 
with 20th-Fox, joined Universal’s 


‘homeoffice flacken, Monday (8). 


Samuel Alexander Moross named 
assistant to Steve Pallos, Alexander 
Korda’s associate and eastern rep. 

Harry Forwood agenting ‘Strip For 
Action,’ Lindsay-Crouse comedy 
anent in burlesque, due in the fall. 

Roy Haines returned Monday (8) 
from sales huddles at the Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh branches of Warners. 

Ben Washer reclassified from 4F 
(for perforated eardrums) to 1A and 
awaiting the call for another phys- 
ical. 

Eddie Weis] and Dick Berlin re- 
ceived a battered bathtub at Hamp- 
shire House, gag gift from Louis 
Lurie. 

Sarah Rollitts, formerly of Colum- 
bia Artists and MCA, now represent- 
ing the Salkow Agency of Hottywood 
in N. Y. 

Third season of harness races will 
be held afternoons at Roosevelt 
Raceway, Westbury, L. I., July 13 to 
Sept. 19. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., arrived in 
New York yesterday (Tuesday) for 
10-day stay before taking up duties 
at Metro. 

C. J. Oswald, away from the Par- 
amount homeoffice most of the year 
on company business,. has returned 
to town. 

Maurice Crain, newspaperman- 
husband of Annie Laurie Williams, 
film literary agent, has enlisted as a 
private. 

Joseph Moskowitz, N. Y. rep of 
20th-Fox studio, back after several 
weeks Coast huddles. Irving Hoff- 
man ditto. 

Tom Connors’ daughter graduated 
from Packer Collegiate Institute, 
oldest women’s college in the U. S. 
It’s in Brooklyn. 

Jack Lang, 20th-Fox assistant sec- 
retary, on tour of company ex- 
changes prelim to making report on 
expansion plans. 

Joseph Moss now back with an 
USO camp show, Mickey Baron tak- 
ing over as manager of ‘Uncle Harry’ 
at the Broadhurst. 

Benny Rubin, winding up at Loew’s 
State today (Wed.), is remaining east 
with his family. Has been ‘too long’ 
on the Coast, he says. 

William Eythe, juvenile in ‘Moon 
Is Down,’ Broadway legit, signatured 
term pact with 20th-Fox; ‘Ox-Bow 
Incident’ his first picture. 

Alan Ladd back to the Coast after 
spending a week vacationing in N. Y. 
Accompanied by his wife, Sue 
Carol, who also is his agent. 

Harry Hamilton, one of the better 
known chorus boys at the Winter 
Garden years ago, now a 42d street 
and Broadway cigar store clerk. 

Anthony Ross, recently inducted 
from the cast of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ added to Irving Berlin’s sol- 
dier musical, ‘This Is the Army.’ 

Richard E. (Dixie) French, former 
g.m. for John Golden, elevated to 
rank of major and ordered to active 
infantry duty from special service 
post. 


All arbitration tribunals will be 
closed Saturdays for the summer 


until Sept. 12, except when a date of 
hearing is specifically set for a Sat- 
urday. 

James Finey, sales representative 
for Walt Disney, who has already 
made a tour of eastern RKO ex- 
changes, left Monday (8) for a swing 
through the western territory. 

Myron McCormick left Monday 
(8) for the Coast to report to 20th- 
Fox. Martha Hodge, producer of ‘The 
Cat Screams,’ legiter now on Broad- 
way, is Mrs. McCormick. 

Jimmy Sileo, theatrical photog- 
rapher, away from business for six 
months due to illness, has returned 
to work. Among other things, he is 
a photographer for the Music 

a 


Metro-Loew’s has erected in the 
lobby of its h.o. an honor roll of 
those in the organization called to 
service. There are about 150 names 
on it now, with plenty of room for 
additions. 

Teri Josefovits, special entertainer 
attached to the Paramount theatre, 
who has been seriously ill, is re- 
cuperating at the Ranch House, 
Chappaqua, N. Y., and making good 
headway. 

Marjorie Driscoll, daughter of Ar- 
thur F. Driscoll, of O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery, prominent show biz law 
firm, was married Saturday (6) to 
Lieut. William T. Tucker at Scars- 
dale, N. Y. 

Keen's Chophouse on West 44th, 


at one time the Comedy Club under 
the late George Fuller Golden’s aegis, 
being reopened as a class restaurant, 
with Fred W. Barlow, of the eld 
Churchill’s as maitre d’hotel. 


John Byram, Paramount story 
exec, left over the weekend on va- 
cash until July 1. It will include a 
cruise down the Ohio river. Helen 
Strauss, of Par story department, 
also vacationing. She’s in Atlantic 
City. 

Joel Goldblatt, son of Harold M. 
Goldblatt, theatrical attorney, trans- 
ferred from the Canadian to the U.S. 
armed forces last month and assigned 
to the Signal Corps, Ft. Monmouth, 
N. J., where brother Stuart is also 
stationed, 


Douglas Leigh, designer and oper- 
ator of some of Broadway’s most 
spectacular signs, hit badly by the 
dimout, has turned to volunteer de- 
signing of war bond posters and then 
finding free space for them. He’s 
lined up all Railway Express and 
U. S. Mail trucks to carry them. 


. Washington 


Major Albert Warner here last 
week. Lunched group at the Carl- 
ton. 

Woody Herman’s band played to 
1,700 admissions in Sunday night 
concert at Uline’s arena. 

Paul Schwarz, of Musicians Local 
161, in Dallas for the annual conven- 
tion of the meiody makers, 

Washington monument off the free 
list. Now costs 10c for round-trip 
elevator service in the shaft. 

Johnny Messner follows the Mc- 
Farland twins for a week on the 
Potomac boat river moonlights. 

Jack Schafer took the Casino Royal 
orchestra to Fort Meade for a sol- 
dier dance at Service Men’s club. 

Gene Ford, manager of Loew’s 
Capitol hobbling around on a cane. 
Old fashioned lumbago, but painful, 

Capitol theatre orchestra and Sam 
Jack Kaufman visited the Naval hos- 
pital at Bethesda Sunday for a free 
concert, 

Manager Orangelo Ratto of Loew’s 
Palace raising his own vegétables on 
his two-and-one-half-acre farm at 
Hiilerest. 

Staff sergeant Don Craig, *Variety’s’ 
regular mugg in Washington, entered 
officer’s training school at Camp Lee 
last week. 

Barnee Breeskin has worked out 
arrangement whereby his Shoreham 
Terrace band plays in the dark in 
case of a blackout. 

Carter Barron, Loew’s division 
manager, back at desk after a quick 
trip to the West Coast for Nick 
Schenck conference. 

‘Wings Over Jordan’ radio choir 
drew 2,000 to its first Washington 
open-air concert at Griffith Stadium 
last Thursday night. 

The Coast Guard has banned 
carrying radios and cameras on the 
Potomac river steamers to Mt. Ver- 
non and Marshall Hall. 

Mellon Art Gallery now open from 
2 to 10 p.m. Sunday for soldiers. 
Musical group from National Sym- 
phony orchestra also plays. 

With the National theatre boxoffice 
shuttered until September, Percy 
Booth is dealing pasteboards for the 
National Symphony concerts. 

Andre Kostelanetz will lead Na- 
tional Symphony, Lily Pons will sing, 
at Wintergate concert for Army 
Emergency Relief on July 15. 

Ben Marshall is back in the art de- 
partment of Loew’s, Inc. After 
flossy farewell to civilian life he 
failed to pass the Army physical. 

Joe Holman, poet and sports press 
agent for Navy relief shows, is the 
man behind the testimonial dinner to 
Clark Griffth, owner of the Senators. 

Robert Fellows, producer, and 
John Twist, writer for RKO, here 
last week in conference 
Department getting final okay on 
new picture. et ag 

Lester Isaacs, chief projectionist 
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for Loew’s, may go into the Army. 
| At present he is consultant for the 
{Coordinator of Information on radio 
land film projects. 


| thou and Lowell Mellett, of Office of 
|Government Reports, just couldn't 


| wait. Had a private screening of | 
|*Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 

Cross Roads theatre, eight mfles 
lfrom heart of Washington, will be 
ithe only strawhat operating in this 
| area. Lucky. to be on a bus line. 
| Opening attraction will be “Papa I 
| All.’ 
| Washington’s whoop-it-yp Fourth 


lof July celebration has been forced 
to move from the Monument grounds 
to the Watergate. War construction 
in the vicinity of the monument 
forced the change. 

Harry S. Butcher, Columbia net- 
work’s Washington representative 
and vice-president, called into active 
service in the Navy. Left an en- 
velope on his office desk for his suc- 
cessor. Contents, headache powders. 

Representative Luther Patrick, de- 
feated for renomination in Alabama, 
admitted that all salary he had re- 
ceived for his broadcasts over 
WWDC as a daily newscaster was 
contributed: to Army and Navy Re- 
lief, 

Treasury Secretary Morganthau, 
elated over that $5,700,000 war bonds 
premiere for ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ 
has asked Warner Bros. to —— 
the same selling policy for all pre- 
mieres of the George M. Cohan pic- 
‘ture. 





with War | 


Secretary of the Treasury Morgan- | 


London 


Sam Eckman, a lumbago victim. 

The Sam Brownes proud parents 
of second baby girl. 

D’Oyly Carte Company in eight- 
week season of Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas at Prince’s theatre. 

Maurice Ostrer, due out of hos- 
ha after four weeks, postponed 

is departure at the insistence of 
the doctor. 

‘Rebecca,’ starring Owen Nares, 
reopened for a new season at the 
Strand. This time his wife played 
by Jill Furse. 

Hedda Bernerova, refugee from 
the State theatre, Prague, has won a 
scholarship at the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art. 

Maurice Ostrer, Gaumont-British 
production chef, is back at work 
again after a protracted illness, and 
is still on special diet. 

Frank Gregory, show producer 
and author of ‘Living Dangerously,’ 
is a warden in the A.R.P., St. Pan- 
cras district, London. ~ 

Jack Hylton’s ‘Lady Behave’ musi- 
eal closed and _ reconstructed for 
twice-nightly to play Moss Empires 
and General Theatres Corp. 

Revival of Offenbach’s ‘Tales of 
Hoffman’ at the Strand theatre 
closed. recently after 18 weeks, a 
near record for any single opera. 

First to build a permanent cinema 
in Scotland, A. H. Faulkner died 
April 28, at 77. Latterly he owned 
the Palace, Larbert and the Scala, 
Grangemouth. 

A. J. Rank, head of GB, Odeon, 
Denham and UA here, has become a 
v.p. of the Trade Benevolent Fund 
and a vice-governor of the Fund's 
rest home, Glebelands. 

Bebe Daniels is ‘Honorary Colo- 
nel’ of the 322d Army Pursuit Group 
of the Unined States Army Air 
Corps Reserve, only American 
woman to hold that title. 

Joseph Woods, 90, England’s old- 
est exhibitor, died recently. Woods 
operated Theatre Royal and Carlton 
Cinemas, Tyldesley, Lanes. Leaves 
" widow, three sons and four daugh- 
ers. 

Jay Pomeroy, having leased the 
Cambridge theatre from Tom Bos- 
tock, is occupying the offices above, 
with Bostock and his staff return- 
ing to their old offices at His Ma- 
jesty’s. 

Bernard Delfont has taken over 
the Whitehall theatre from Alfred 
Esdaile, where ‘Whitehall Follies’ 
recently closed. Delfont’s ‘Other 
People’s Houses’ transferred from 
the Phoenix. 

Will Fyffe has turned down 14 
weeks offer of film work in Holly- 
wood. Is being starred in new Tom 
Arnold revue, which tours. the 
sticks and may come to West End 
if theatre becomes available. 

Management of Kilburn Empire 
suing Percival Mackey over date at 
its house. Claim English band leader 
brought show in there for a week 
without owners of house approving 
lineup. with loss to both sides. 

Anglo-American agency, owned 
by Abe Aronson and Leon-Cassell- 
Gerrard, now in the Air Force, is 
being run by Gino Arbib and Jack 
Pollack. Latter recently escaped 
from French internment camp. 

Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell, 
| we went to Northern Ireland to 
| 








entertain the American troops for 
three weeks, asked by Captain 
Franklin, who is in charge of the 
l}entertinments, to stay another week. 
| “The Old Town Hall,’ radio fea- 
ture starring Klay Keyes, which 
Jack Hylton is presenting in vaude- 
iville. plays the sticks for eight 
|weeks. after which it comes to the 
|Stoll theatre. Kingsway, for a run. 
| Over $4.000 raised at special Hay- 
;market theatre matinee honoring 
ithe 80th birthday of veteran actor 
iCyril Maude. Many famous artists 
|}appeared in a varied program, and 
the money has been donated equally 
between the Actors’ and RAF ben- 
i;evolent funds. 
Indie exhibitors fear they would 
jhave to get license from Ministry of 
|Supply for any form of mainte- 
;nance, was removed by announce- 
ment from Gamount-British it has 
received vermission to spend any 
amount up to that spent for similar 
purpose in 1941, 
Bebe Daniels out 
revue. ‘Gangway.’ due to overwork, 


| 


of Palladium 


| with Cairoli Bros.. subs.ituting from 
| Hippodrome show. ‘Get a Load of 
This.’ Billy Bennett out of the Stoll 
itheatre bill due to heart trouble, 
with Bennett and Williams substi- 
tuting: while Kitty McShane (Lucan 


&) collapsed while on stage at West 
Ham. and rushed to hospital. All in 
‘one week 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Shubert theatre shuttered. 

West Haven’s remodeled Rivoli 
nabe a beaut. 

Date sheets up on Ringling-Barnum 
trick for July 2. 

Bijou has inaugurated 
Thursday nights. 

Wallace Bros. first 
town this year (4). 

Lynne Overman stopped off at the 
Paramount for a brief p.a. 

Milford Drive-In theatre hanging 
on despite gas and rubber ‘situash. 

Lanny Ross and Charles Kullman 
into Arena June 13 for Red Cross 
benefit. 

Word received from Coral Gables 


amateur 


circus to hit 


pit bandmen here. 
Season's finale for 





of death there of Frank Henry, ex-- 





was an original comedy, with music, 
titled ‘When in Rome.’ 

Burt Shevlove steps from five 
years as Yale drama director into 
armed service this week. 

Prof. Theodore Komisarjevsky 
presented his local drama group in 
Moliere’s ‘Don Juan’ (5). 

Harry Shaw and I. J. Hoffman co- 
chairmaning Conn. theatres’ bond 
and stamp sales committee. 

Frank McMullan takes a month's 
vacash before resuming at Yale 
drama department for summer se- 
mester. 

In one week, Lawrence Dobkin, 
Yale thesp, got a marriage proposal 
acceptance and an offer to be in the 
new Thornton Wilder play. 


Mexico City 


' By Douglas L. Grahame 








Dolores de] Rio and ballerina Irina 
Boronova co-guests of honor at local 
fiestas. 

Jack Joyce, English one-legged 
dancer, smash on the floor show at 
El Patio, No. 1 nitery. 

Rene Cardona, pic player, has 
signed with Ixtala Films for a 
Spanish version of ‘Camille.’ He is 
to play Armand. 

Aaron Saenz, Jr. son of the 
former mayor of this city, has joined 
the administrative | ard of CLASA, 
Mexican pic studio. 

Eduardo Gonzalez Pliego, tenor, 
featured on the half-hour program 
local radio station XEQ dedicated to 
Mexican senoritas (21). 

Rafael F. Munoz, scenarist-novelist, 
publishing here a pro-Democracy 
weekly of which he is editor, re- 
porter, columnist and translator. 

Oscar Straus featured in selections 
of his compositions on weekly (17) 
Nationa] Radio Hour, sponsored by 
the government, in which most 
Mexican stations participate. 

Mario Moreno (‘Cantinfias’), to 
tramp comic, and his ‘Victory v 
company, back from a tour of 
Central America, were feted by 
showfolk in leading local niteries. 

Migue] Bernal Jimenez, author of 
the Mexican opera, ‘Tata Vasco,’ 
localed in Michoacan state, honored 
at a musicfest here by El] Universal, 
local daily that gave him a prize for 
his work. 

John Boyle of Hollywood here 

working with Fernando de Fuentes, 
prize-winner producer-megger, ar- 
ranging the pic in color, ‘Lupe se va 
del Rancho’ (‘Lupe Runs Away from 
the Farm’). 
_ Weekly hour of top Spanish music 
is being given by local radio station 
XEDA, owned and operated by 
Jabon Jardines de California (Cali- 
fornia Gardens Soap). Gomez Bros., 
hardware merchants, sponsoring. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 








Margate theatre in downtown resi- 
dential district opened Saturday (6). 

Lois Miller, singing organist, re- 
turns to Heinz Pier Monday (15) for 
fifth year. 

Weekend business good; 16,000 
here for American Medical Society 
Convention. 

El Morocco, The Wyoming, and 
Erin Isle among niteries which 
opened Saturday (6). 

Ink Spots booked for Steel Pier 
Musie Hall June 26 to July 4. The 
Smoothies, Nan Rae and Mrs. 
terfall and Condos Brothers 
vaude bill this week. 

M-G’s carnival booth attracted 
much attention at Allied Theatre 
Owners Convention, selling bonds 
and stamps to buy uestroyer. James 
J. Ashcraft in charge. 

Basil Fomeen Orchestra begins en- 
gagement July 1 at Merry Go Round 
Room of Ritz Carlton hotel. Eddy 
Morgan goes from there to Hamid’s 
Pier for season as house band. 

Harold Hanley, former assistant to 
Manager Nate Cohen of Embassy 
theatre, now at Camp Chaffee. Ark. 
His successor, Joseph Reed, inducted 
last week in army and is now at 
Fort Dix. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


head 





Cole Bros. Circus passed through. 

Poconos resort -biz off one-third to 
one-half 

RKO sales executives held confab 
at Pocono Manor Inn, Pocono Manor, 

Tommy Cullen’s orch set for sum- 
mer season in_ grill of Arthur 
Brown's Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on- 
Delaware. Drummer Chet Williams 


added. 
Name bands not playing this sum- 
mer at Saylor’s Lake Pavilion at} 


nearby Saylorsburg due to gas and 


tire rationing and spot’s inaccess- 
ability. ‘ 
‘Go ahead’ order has been re- 


ceived to rebuild 1,290-seat Sherman 
theatre, which was gutted by fire 
eight weeks ago. May reopen in 
August. 

Victor Austin, manager of Grand 
theatre, East Stroudsburg, appointed 
U. S. War Stamps disseminator for 
the middle district from Easton to 
Scranton. 

Harry Brown, local songwriter, 
whose ‘Don’t Ta:: Lover’s Lane’ as 
recorded by vocalist-pvianist Bernie 
Whitman, local maestro, was a juke- 
box highlight in this section, is try- 
ing to place his newest patriotic 
number, ‘You. Can Bank on _ the 


Yale Dramati Yanks.’ 


Wa- | 


Hollywood 


_ Harry Brand back from vacaticen- 
ing in the east. 

Myrna Loy divorced Arthur Horn- 
blow in Reno. 

Winfield Sheehan back from a 
month in New York. 

Idwal Jones, novelist, joined Para- 
mount’s publicity staff. 

Roy Rogers east on 
War Bond selling tour. 

Kathryn Grayson filed suit for di- 
vorce against John Shelton. 

Frank Loesser, -ongwriter, 
pitalized for rest and checkup. 

Allen Lane resumed acting after 





rodeo and 


hos- 


| three years as an auto salesman. 


C. Fields writing his ideas 
about women for Cosmopiltan mag. 
Leo Forbstein, music director at 
Warners, in the hospital for a check- 


p. 

Jean Arthur opening a two-week 
tour of Army camps in Massachu- 
setts. 

Milton Berle lining up a stage tour 
during his summer vacation from 
radio. 

Lieut. John Huston back -‘in town 
for two weeks to direct a short for 
the Army. 

Lloyd Nolan vacationing after five 
months of continuous acting before 
the cameras. 

Katharin2 Hepburn back in town 
for pictures after a stage tour end- 
ing in Buffalo. 

Doris Snyder east to join the Bar- 
ter theatre summer stock company 
in Abingdon, Va. 

Robert S, Taplinger left the hospi- 
tal to recuperate at home from an 
emergency appendectomy. 

Oleg Cassini, Gene Tierney’s hus- 
band, became an American citizen 
before his army induction. 

Esther Fernandez, Mexican star, 
making her Hollywood debut in 
‘Here We Go Again’ at RKO. 

Sir Girja Bajai, agent general for 
India in the U.S.A., guest-of-hon- 
ored by Producers Association. 

Jacques Lory, film actor, filed $35 
in assets and $1,810 in debts in a 
voluntary bankruptcy petition, 

William Shane back from Alaska 
where he gathered material for 
Alaskan Highway,’ to be produced 
for Paramount. 

Chester Morris, who does card 
tricks, attended international con- 
vention of Brotherhood of Magi- 
cians at Fort Worth. 

Paulette Goddard divorced 
Charles Chaplin in Juarez, Mexico, 
disclosing that they were married in 
Canton, China, in June, 1936. 

Don Ameche laid up with flu, caus- 
ing rearrangement of the shooting 
schedule on ‘Girl Trouble’ at 20th- 
Fox. 

George Webb returned to his desk 
at RKO after four weeks at Palm 
Springs on a Government assign- 
ment. 

Viola Lawrence, Hollywood's first 
femme film editor, presented with 
gold scissors on completion of her 
500th cutting job. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Don Bestor’s 16-year-old daughter 
|graduated last week from high 
| school. 

| Harry Harris back in town again 
jafter a long absence and around 75 
| pounds slimmer. 

Lester Cutler, indie movie pro- 
|ducer, in town from the Coast for a 
couple of weeks. 
| Ruth Schwerin here to see her 
|}parents on the way back to N. Y. 
from Hollywood. 

Howard Price is now the perma- 
nent soloist on WCAE’s Lamplighter 
Serenade program. 

Max Adkins, Stanley maestro, will 
lose his sax ace, Ted Ruta, to the 
army on Friday (12). 
| Yacht Club unveils its new re- 
| modeling job Friday (12) with new 
| show headed by Cross and Dunn. 
| Florence Rogers, of Fulton staff, 
'now Mrs. Gus Kraft and will retur™ 
|to her job after the honeymoon. 

Ray (Slicker’) Melville out of the 
Nut House show after just one week. 
Previously had a long rury there. 

F, Clair Ross, Democratic nominee 
|for governorship, the father-in-law 
|of Bill Walker, son of Crafton exhib. 

Chuck Stein, midget and former 
receptionist in Harris office, signed 
for screen version of ‘Icecapades’ at 
| Republic. 
| Johnny Harris got back from the 
| coast Monday (8), day after his son, 
John, Jr., made his first Communion 
out there. 

Bankrollers 
| Post-Gazette 


for Charlie Danver, 
columnist, have re- 
newed his weekly chit-chat on KQV 
| for another 13 weeks. 

Don Stitt, former theatre musi- 
cian and manager, appointed assist- 
‘ant traffic manager of Campbeil 
| Transportation Co. here. 
| Jack McCarthy, local tenor, stay- 
| ing with Baron Elliott until he fin- 
ishes current engagement at the Oh 
Henry ballroom in Chicago. 

Frank Silva’s draft board gave 
him two-month deferrment tc break 
in a new dancer to take his place 
with Cheena De Simone troupe. 

Jere McMahon, who quit acting 
for dancing in the middle of his 
drama course at Carnegie Tech, now 
featured at La Martinique, N. Y. 

Billy Johnson, formerly of nitery 
hoofing team of Billy and Betty 
Johnson, home on leave following his 
graduation with second looey com- 
mission from officers candidate 





school at Fort Sill, Okla. 





anerrentqarenenrrae 








poset ae 


ne) neg —c.3 m8 * ocnitidlin sae hans an . 
OU ah tg” ABR WUT erence IIR ok be pe a chat gh ES 


ars “oe ae 


pa bates irae nena ioe — 


rh or ERS 


+ 


Sar ee ell RD 

















os 


Sete de <c-atlhe ae oeeen 























54 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 10, 1942 





OBITUARIES 


MAX WINSLOW ; 
Max Winslow, 59, v.p. of Irving 
Berlin, Inc., died June 8 at the Ce- 
dars of Lebanon hospital in Holly- 
wood, 
Details in the Music section, 





CHARLES GORR 

Charles Gorr, 69, vet showman, 
died June 3 at his home in Omaha 
a‘ter a long illness. He hac formerly 
been stage manager at the old Or- 
pheum theatre, Omaha, when the 
circuit operated vaudeville. He was 
a long-time friend of Martin Beck, 
fc> whom he wo-ked as long as the 
original Orpheum cir-uit held the 
house. 

Gorr, after the Orpheum changed 
hands, went to wor! as a scenic art- 
ist, doing sets for stock and reper- 
toire companies. Then he worked 
for a couple of years as doorman at 
the state capitol n Lincoln. During 
his last months he sold miniatures 
that he painted, 





FLOYD CHARLES HANES, SR. 

Floyd Charles Hanks, Sr., 66, pio- 
meer picture theatre operator in 
North Carolina, died May 25 at his 
home at Lenoir, N. C., following a 
long illness. 

Hanks, born at Stormy Lake, Ia., 
moved to Lenoir 28 years ago as 
depot agent there for the Carolina 


In Deep Reverence 


MAX WINSLOW 


(June 8, 1942) 


Employees of 


Irving Berlin, Inc. 





and Northwestern Railway. He later 
opened one of the first film theatres 
in that section, back in the early 
days of silent films. At the time of 
his death he was with the Avon 
theatre, Lenoir. 





MARK HOYT HAIGHT 

Mark Hoyt Haight, 41, actor, lec- 
turer and originator of the Romantic 
Travelogues, died June 7 at Hampton 
Bays, L. I., of a heart attack suffered 
while swimming. 

Haight appeared in dramatics at 
Yale and, after graduation, appeared 
in some road shows and Broadway 
plays. Some of his best known trav- 
elogues were ‘The Romance of the 
Holy Land,’ ‘The Romance of the 
English Inn,’ ‘The Romance of the 
Little Dutchess’ and ‘The Romance of 
Long Island. 

A brother and two sisters survive. 





VIRGINIA LEE CORBIN 

Virginia Lee Corbin, 30, child 
actress 15 years ago in silent films, 
died in Winfield, Ill, June 4. She 
had been featured in ‘The City That 
Never Sleeps,’ ‘The Perfect Sap,’ 
‘Hands Up,’ and ‘Knee High.’ Her 
last film was made in 1929. 

She was married to Charles Jacob- 
son, Chicago broker, who survives, 
as well as her mother, a sister and 
two sons by a first marriage which 
erf¥ed in divorce. 





JESSE ROY FIEDLER 

Jesse Roy Fiedler, 49,- superin- | 
tendent of John Robinson Circus at | 
one time, died in a Wichita, Kans., | 
hospital last week, 

Fiedler, who had been in show | 
business almost all of his life, had | 
also been campaign manager for 
Rep. John M. Houston of Kansas for 


last two terms. 








MILTON WEINBERG 

Milton Weinberg, 38, head of an 
advertising agency which handled 
many Coast radio accounts, died 
June 4 in Hollywood following a 
heart attack while playing cards 
with friends. Surviving are his 
widow, daughter, parents and 
brother, Bernie, his partner in the 
agency. 





COL, J. H. PRATT 
Col. Joseph Hyde Pratt, 72, presi- 
dent of the North Carolina Sym- 
phony Orchestra Assn., died at his 
home in Chapel Hill, N. C., June 2. 





GERARD HEKKING 
Gerard Hekking, violin-cellist and 
professor in the French Conserva- 
tory of Music, died recently in Paris. 


when he appeared as soloist, and 
again in 1937, when he gave a Town 
Hall concert, 





ALBERT SUZORE, JR. 
Albert Suzore, Jr., 21, son of the 
Memphis neighborhood theatre op- 
erator, died last Wednesday (3) at 
Baptist hospital, Memphis. He had 
been associated with his father for 
a time in management of the Bristol 
theatre before entering banking. 
Burial in Memphis. 





EDWARD JONES 

Edward Jones, 29, former member 
of Horace Heidt’s quartet, Donna and 
Her Don Juans, died June 6, after a 
year’s illness, at Mattapan Saritari- 
um, Mass, 

He was previously with the quar- 
tet on WBZ and WNAC in Boston. 





JOSEPH E. SHEA 

Joseph E. Shea, 57, retired N. Y. 
theatrical producer, died in Stam- 
ford, Conn. June 5. Among the 
shows he produced were ‘On the 
Stairs,’ ‘Hail and Farewell,’ ‘Lilies 
of the Field.’ 

Widow, son and sister survive. 





CAPT. A. T. (BILL) WILLIAMS 

Capt. A. T. (Bill) Williams, 38, 
NBC engineer for five years before 
he entered the Army Air Corps, died 
in San Francisco June 5, following 
an illness of several weeks. 

Further details in the radio section. 





ALVAH J. KELLEY 
Alvah J..Kelley, 63, former mem- 
ber of the Boston Symphony Orch., 
who retired 12 years ago, died in 
Peabody, Mass., June 4. 
Three brothers and two sisters 
survive. 





GEORGE BERSCH 
George Bersch, 46, pianist and 
composer, died Sunday (7) at City 
Hospital, Welfare Island, N. Y. One 
ef the original Four Diplomats, 
Bersch was accompanist for Helen 
Morgan for many years. 





EDWARD HAHN 
Edward Hahn,: 55, chief of Co- 
lumbia’s sound staff, died June 1 in 
Hollywood as the indirect result of 
wounds sustained in the first World 
War. Surviving in his widow. 





ALFRED MEEKER 
Alfred Meeker, 41, stage and film 
actor, died June 6 in Los Angeles. 
He collapsed on street of heart at- 
tack, 





Percy Barr, 46, United Artists film 
salesman, died in Chicago June 2, 
following heart attack. He had been 
in film business for many years. 
\..dow and daughter survive. Burial 
in Chicago. 





Jules Fontanne, father of actress 
Lynn Fontanne, died recently in 
Wellington, New Zealand. 














“Deflating’ Salaries 


Continued from page 3 











off by taking positive action to cre- 
ate good will. 

That means that policy-making on 
public relations will no longer be a 
function of the Hays office. Latter 
will become merely the agency for 
putting into effect or disseminating 
what the P.R. committee decides. It 
was dissatisfaction with the pussy- 
foot public relations of the Hays 
office that led to formation of the 
new group. Move was recommended 
by the committee of six lawyers set 
up by industry leaders to make an 
overall survey of public relations as 
a result of the Senate investigation 
of war films last fall. 

How effective the new committee 
can be is doubted even by some of 
its own members, although there’s 
no doubt whatsoever that it will be 
an improvement over former prac- 
tice. What creates the dubiousness 
is whether or not top industry lead- 
ers will take the advice of their own 
hired help. They’ve shown indispo- 
sition to do so beore. 

On the matter of high salaries, for 
instance, committee doesn’t feel it 
can tell Louis B. Mayer. he should 
take a cut from $700,000 to $300,000, 
or at least take the pay in some 
other form so that it doesn’t show up 
so boldly on SEC reports. Instead, 
the committee has been figuring out 
ways of making the salaries more 
potable to the public by showing 
how much goes to taxes, how much 
to charity, etc. They can .make 
a pretty good case, but it is admit- 





He first was heard in the U. S. in 
1926 with the N. Y. Philharmonic, 








tedly only a secondary approach to 
the problem, merely a follow-up and 


thus not highly ry: in 0 gl 
ing the original bad impress! 
wit'e for rr yest that it has been 
suggested, although never known to 
be seriously considered, that a high- 
powered outside public relations 
man be brought in--someone of the 
late Ivy Lee’s calibre—at a price 
high enough to make the industry 
respect him. Wendell Willkie with 
his natural bent for public relations, 
has been suggested, although 
whether he would consider such a 
job is something else again. 
Survey planned by the public re- 
lations committee will not be its all- 
important task, but merely a jump- 
ing off place for determining some 
aspects of the job that needs to be 
done. Idea has become prevalent 
that the survey is the committee’s 
No. 1 reason for being and it has 
made no move to eliminate this idea. 
It’s fostered it, if anything, feeling 
the survey will conveniently take 
emphasis off other plans. 
Committee, in drawing up methods 
of attack, is avoiding minor one- 
shot schemes. It is considering only 
broad, continuing plans. 


MARRIAGES 


Tee Dauber to Jerry Schleyfur, in 
New York, May 28. Bride is in 
the chorus of ‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
current Broadway musical hit. 
Norman Lehn to Michael Brustin, 
in New ‘York, May 30. Bride is 
in cast of ‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
Broadway musical. 

Jeanne Wilson Patton to Franklin 
Butler, June 1, in Youngstown, O. 
He is announcer at WFMJ, Youngs- 
town, 

Eleanor Kim to Dave Wagner, in 
Pittsburgh, June 7. Bride was form- 
erly Virginia Manch dancers; groom 
is on staff at Yacht Club, Pittsburgh. 

Anne Tuthill to Lieut Richard 
Reynolds, in Memphis, June 13. 
Bride-to-be is daughter of Dr. Burnet 
Cc. Tuthill, conductor of Memphis 
Symph Orch; groom is former Mem- 
phis Symph musican, now with U. S. 
Navy Dental Corps. 

June Wilkins to William Robson, 
May 27, in Alexandria, Va. Bride is 
film actress; he’s a CBS producer. 

Mary Broome to John Gillis, May 
16, in Chicago. Bride is with the 
Chicago office of General Amus. 
Corp.; he is with sales department of 
station WOWO-WGL, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Mrs, Harry Ham to Dale Arm- 
strong, June 5, at Malibu Beach, 
Cal. The ex-wife of the former 
London head of Myron Selznick 
agency, bride is now with Russell 
Birdwell’s publicity staff. 

Jane Mancill to Ira Avery, June 5, 
in New York. Groom is assistant 
program director of WOR,-New York. 

Edith Keeler to Bert Graulich, May 
27, in Chicago. Bride is a singer, 
groom is announcer at WQAM, 
Miami. 

Hope Purdy to Avery N. Segall, in 
Los Angeles, May 27. Groom is writer 
and son of Harry Segall, Hollywood 
film director. 

Peggy A. Knudsen to Adrian 
Samisch, June 8, at Media, Pa. Bride 
is a legit actress; he’s a radio di- 
rector, 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Julie Lefkowitz, 
daughter, their second, May 31, in 
New York. He’s auditor with Wm. 
Morris agency; brother Nat is treas- 
urer of agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Carter, son, in 
Pittsburgh, June 5. Father is singer 
with Al Marsico’s band and m.c. at 
Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cohen, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, June 3. Father is 
dramatic editor of Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette and ‘Variety’ mugg in that 
city; mother is Stephanie Diamond, 
radio actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Davis, son, in 
Pittsburgh, May 30. Father is news- 
caster for WWSW in Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Miller, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, May 27. 
Father is first violinist with Stanley 
theatre orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Youngling, 
son, in Pittsburgh, June 1. Mother 
is Faye Parker, singer with Maurice 
Spitalny orch; father is an arranger 
for Bernie Armstrong’s KDKA band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gordon, 
daughter, in Hollywood, June 6. 
Mother is former Lita Vinette, of 
the stage; father is a dialog director 
at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney E. Davis, 
son, June 5, in Toledo. Father is 
personnel director of Toledo Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mankiewicz, 
son, June 1, in Hollywood. Father is 
Metro producer; mother is the 
former Rose Stradner, onetime 
Viennese actress who has worked in 
Hollywood pix. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arch Oboler, son, 
June 7, in Hollywood. Father is radio 





writer-producer. 





true of Daytona itself, also, as well 
as Savannah, Ga.; New Brunswick, 
Ga., and along the coastlines of f'e 
Carolinas and Virginia. On the New 
England coast trade likewise is hold- 
ing up, aided at many points by de- 
ferse industry and additional em- 
ployment. 





Conventions Save A. C. 
Atlantic City, June 9. 

This resort’s dimout presents a 
varied picture to the visitors now 
coming for the summer vacations. 
It has been ballyhooed as ‘rhapsody 
in blue’ by some; ‘twilight on the 
boardwalk’ by others, and ‘down- 
right eerie and gloomy’ by still 
others. Many strollers or those sit- 
ting out on pier decks find it ro- 
mantic especially on moonlight 
night. 

Whatever the thoughts, the dimout 
is here for the duratien and At- 
lantic City amusement operators, 
hotels, night clubs and other busi- 
ness people will be downright grate- 
ful if there is not a complete black- 
out. General Foulois, South Jersey 
head of state civilian defense coun- 
cil, stated Saturday (6) the Army is 
not satisfied with dimouts as they 
are now. If there is not more co- 
operation, the resorts will find the 
Army taking charge.’ 

The famed necklace of lights along 
the boardwalk have been painted out 
on the ocean side, preventing lights 
Shining out to sea. A small light 
glows landward so people can 
promenade comfortably. All hotel 
windows have shades drawn after 
dark and shop windows have dull 


blue lights shaded by overhead awn- 


ings to keep the glow down. 

Theatre marquees are dark, with 
small blue lights in b.o, and broad 
lobbies. One boardwalk theatre had 
hundreds of blue bulbs in an under- 
the-marquee arrangement, but had 
to take them down. At Allied 
Theatre convention here last week, 
a committee was named to call on 
Civilian Defense Dreyfuss regarding 
marquee lights. But judging from 
latest reports there will be no 
changing of light vestrictions. 

All nite clubs, along beachfront 
and in the town, have made spe- 
cial efforts to have interiors gayer 
than usual to offset outside’s gloom- 
ier aspect. Many restaurants, cafes, 
clubs, and shops have large card- 
board sign with ‘open’ printed on 
it and faintly illuminated. Only 
about a third of the usual film the- 
atres on the Boardwalk are pres- 
ently operating. 

Steel Pier, which made one blink 
with its thousands of mazdas and 
neons advertising attractions from one 
end to other, is dark except for lobby 
lights which face inland. Same is 
true of Hamid’s Pier. These piers 
feel effect of gas rationing. This has 
lessened the one day visitors who 
frequent piers. Beachfront hotels 
and larger night clubs have not felt 
gas rationing effects as much as 
these, 

George Hamid heads a committee 
asking railroads and bus companies 
to provide more transportation here 
and to return to excursion trips. 

This weekend business was good. 
Hotels and boardwalk showed large 
crowd. Accountifig for this, likely, 
is that 16,000 members of American 
Medical Association are in conven- 
tion here in addition to thousands of 
members of their families. Several 
other smaller conventions are also 
being held at this time. Convention 
season runs into June, much later 
than former years. 

Night spots, particularly Ritz’s 
Merry-Go-Round room; Hotel Presi- 
dent’s Round-the-World, Claridge’s 
Mayfair, and Traymore Submarine 
Grill reported well filled. 

Steel Pier had no name band this 
week, but Music Hall at afternoon 
(Sunday) performance was capacity 
—no crowds waiting on steps like 
midsummer, but well filled. Hamid’s 
opened for Memorial weekend, but 
will probably remain closed until 
July 1. Report they have booked 
outstanding bands for season, 

Most business squawks coming 
from the little fellows in small shops, 
restaurants, etc. You can’t make the 
bigger operator admit that business 
is anything but ‘good’ so far this 
season. Others admit they are stay- 
ing open only because unable to get 
out of their leases, 





San Francisco Normal 
San Francisco, June 9. 
Show business, with exception of 
radio, unscathed here by extraordi- 
nary alerts. Night long radio si- 
lences Wednesday-through-Saturday 
nights hit only local and coast pro- 
grams between 9 p.m. and 12 or 1 





a.m., which is ordinary signing-off 
time. Eastern organizations only 


Effect of Dimouts 


Continued from page 3 





slightly affected, since most come be- 
fore 9. Commercials cancelled dur- 
ing silent hours mean financial loss 
to stations. ° 

Niteries and theatres continue to 
pack them in, because San Francis- 
cans have long since learned to dis- 
regard anything but an actual black. 
out. 





Seattle Off 25-35% 


Seattle, June 9. 

Public jitters as a result of the 
radio blackout Wednesday through 
Saturday nights, coming directly 
after the Dutch Harbor attack, 
dented theatre grosses generally by 
25%. In some situations the damage 
ran as high as 35% of normal re- 
ceipts. 

The greatest impact was felt the 
first two nights, easing off on Satur- 
day when the take was again near 
normal, The alert kept 30,000 air 
raid wardens standing by and thou- 
sands of service men on duty. 

The reaction in Tacoma was simi- 
lar, although more soldier business 
was lost there due to the proximity 
to Fort Lewis. Percentage of lost 
business was slightly higher than 
here though a ecomeback was also 
staged there over the weekend. 

Many didn’t go downtown, espe- 
cially Wednesday and Thursday 
nights, fearing they might be strand- 
ed away from home in the event of a 
real blackout. 





Portland, Ore., June 9. 
Blackout over the northwest is af- 
fecting radio only so far. Theatre 
business has been normal. 





Balto Unaffected 


Baltimore, June 9. 

Modified three-hour blackout last 
Wednesday (3), from 9 to 12 p.m.,, 
failed to affect show biz. Downtown 
film houses and niteries boomed a 
bit from the crowds attracted to the 
goings-on. Street lights were not 
doused and trolley, bus and auto 
traffic was permitted to run as 
usual. All signs and buildings were 
darkened with boxoffices permitted 
a small shaded light under the 
lacked-out marquees. 

Downtown cinemas took joint ad- 
vertising suggesting a visit during 
darkness and. bowling alleys com- 
bined for similar ad copy. Town’s 
previous blackout test was a com- 
plete darkening for a period near 
midnight. Dusk to dawn trial 
slated next. 





Local Femmes Augment 
Trinidad Soldier Show 


Trinidad, B. W. I., May 29. 

First edition of the Trinidad Base 
Command Follies, which recently 
completed a flying tour. of all the 
camps and cantonments in the area, 
proved such a success a new and 
bigger version is currently in work. 
New one will have a chorus of 16 
gals, drawn from local talent. 

Original two-hour show, pieced 
together by soldiers here, top-billed 
Sally Osmon Rowe, nitery singer 
from the States. There was also an 
eight-gal dancing chorus enlisted for 
the homegrown unit. Cast of 20 and 
nine-piece orch traveled outlying 
bases in giant bombers. 

Second edition has a South Sea 
island motif with grass skirts and 
palm trees. 


LOUISVILLE 








(Continued from page 11) 


and third downtown week, alright 
$2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
— ‘Gentlemen After Dark’ (UA) and 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Outlook is good 
$1,300. Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA) and ‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par), 
very good $1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Married An Angel’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G). Nel- 
son Eddy - Jeannette MacDonald 
combo looking for fair $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (20th), pretty good $8,000 and 
moveover. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—This Our Life’ (WB). 
Indications are for medium $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Dangerously They Live’ 
(WB), fair $2,500, 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Broadway’ (U) and 
‘Mystery Marie Roget’ (U). Aiming 
for good $9,000. Last week, ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par) and ‘Raven’ (Par) 
(2d wk), okay $7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40 )-—‘Remember Pearl Harbor 
(U) and ‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U). 
Looks geared for pretty good $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and 
i and Dizzy’ (Par), alright $3,- 














was? 








I 
I 
J 


a ot oe te ee he. =~ 7. we 


~—- =~ 

















Wednesday, June 10, 1942 


VARIETY 








Di Giovanni 
Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 


| 


Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


Band Box — yt A Lodge 
ny < t albot 
Pete Snyder zabe 
bene Carson Martin 


Geo Tibbles Ore 
Jimmy Ames 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 
Bar of Musle 
Ann Triola 
Bill Jordan 
clifford Souze 
Keno Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bow] 
Penny Lee 
Armando & Lita 
Frakson 
Marie Hollis 
Joe Reichman Ore 
Casa Manana 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Freildie Martin Ore 
Earl Carroiis 
Debonairs 
West & McGinty 
Gali Gali 
Bery! Wallace 


St Clair & Day 
Mare Ballero 
Bill Brady 


LaVonn Moyer 
Willis West Jr 

Rue Willie 

Morine Howell 
Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore 


Florentine Garden 


Frances Urban 
Fred Scott 
Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 
Jerry Bergen 
Murtah Sisters 
Grace Poggi 
R Frim! Jr Ore 
Charlie Foy's Clab 
Sharley Foy 

hil Silvers 
Lorraine Elliott 
Joe Oakie 
Russ Soule Ore 
Rags Ragland 





Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 

P Lind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Tropics 


Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Or« 
Dick Thomas 


House of Murphy 


Fred Thompson 
Bob Murphy 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 


Louisiana 


Dick Buckley 
4 Stepp Bros 
Sterling Young Ore 


Macambo Cafe 
Eddie Le Baron Orc 
Felix Martinique 


Palladium 
Harry James Ore 


Seven Seas 


Chiet Sautini 
Hilda 

Malua 

Eddie Bush Ore 
Stanley Wheeler 
Charlie Openu) 


Slapsy Maxies 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Jack Waldron 
Penny Piper 
Benny Lessy 
Billy Reed 
Patt! Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer Orc 


Streets of Paris 


Art Tatum 
Wingy Manone Ore 


Swannee Inp 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Loumel Morgan 8 

anon 
Jimm 
ville 
Billy Holiday 
Lee & Lester 
Spirits of Rhythm 


MIAMI 


Club Bali 

Van Kirk 
Tanya Tamara 
Simpsons 
Haliettes (8) 
Tommy Nunez Orc 
Earle Hanson Ore 

Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 
Louis Hatch Ore 


Five O'Clock Club 


Cy Landry 
Sonya Shaw 
Set Green 
Mort Dennis Ore 
Fabian Storey Ore 
Jimmie’s 
Myles Bell 
Spauldings (3) 
Rous Bros 
Luckeyettes (6) 
Les Robinson Ore 
Kitty Davis’s 
Willie Shore 


Rhoda Chase 
Robinson & Martin 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver’s Orc 
Mother Kelly’s 
Jack Eby Orc 
600 Club 
Paul Mall 
Hal Lane Orc 
Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Page Pago Kom) 
Terry Lynn 
Gail McDonald 
Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Orc 
Winnie’s Riptide 
Cliff Winehill 
Ben Perry 
June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 





House Line (6) 


PHILADELPHIA 


Alpine Musical 
Bar 


Mike Pedecin 

Brown Sis 

Men of Rhythm 
Club Bali 


Los Caballeros 

Toppers 

Larfy Blake 

Anita Jakobl 

Balilovelies 

Penny Davis 

Alan Fielding Ore 
Ben Franklin 


rissa 


(3) 


Cla 
Richard 
Flora Sea 
Gracie Wynne 
Bud Williams 
Arline Thompson 
Leo Zollo 

Benny the Bum’s 


Susan Lane 
Phyllis Foster 
Carlotta Smith 
Diane Gould 
E! Gouchos 
Cadillac Tavern 
Henrique & And’s 
3 Loose Nuts 
Marcella Marchand 
Shades of Rhythm 
Bunny LeRoy 
Harold Cummings 
Anita James 
Harr’ Dobbs Ore 
Carroll’s 
Gaines Orc 
Carrollettes 
Len Grace 
Hilde Simmons 
Joan Gay 
Jerry Brandow 
Little Joe, Tiny 
Johnny Cahill 
College Inn 
Thunderbolts 
Pate Bernard Dis 
Ruth Templeton 
Seary Gavin 
Crescent (5) 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 
La Fleur & Mann’'rs 
Kay Hamilton 
Bob Gate 
MeNally Sis 
Carney Sis 
Ming Ling 
Eddie King Orc 
Embassy 
Billy Hey 
Franco & Bery) 
Martanita 
Peggy French 
Geo Clifford 
Teddy Holiday 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
Germantown Bar 
3 Aces & Queen 
4 Senators 
(Hh Walten Reet) 
Costaine & Barry 
Herbert Curbello Or 
Helen Standish 
Don Richards 
Carmen D’ Antonto 
Peggy Loeb 


Stuart 


Lou 





Glamour Gls 

Rose Gallo 

Helen Heath 

Eddie De Luca Orc 


Hopkins’ Rathsketie: 


Pat Bernard's 8 D 
Johnny Patchen 
Lee Paige 

Doris Reise 

Janet Fields 

Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Dave Gold Ore 


Lawler’s Swing Bar 


Wendell Masen 

Merry Men 

Margie Smith 

Marie Satelle 

Jewel Ella 

Marie Darling 
Laiglon Bar 

Rose Venuti (3) 

Lexington Casino 

Hep Cats (6) 

Daisy Mae 

Ralph Lewis 

Paul Kane 

Johny Carus 

Margie Barlow 

Garvin Buschell O 


Lido Venice 
Frankie Belasco 
Carmenettes (4) 
Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Phil Foster 
Brown Sis 
Deloyd Mackaye 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou's Chancellor Bar 
Susan Lange 
Curt Weiler 4 
Ernie Swan 

Mayos 
Rhythmaires 


Minstrel Tavern 


Ed McGoldrick, Jr 
Barbara Jones 
Anita Thoma 

Sally Foy 

Joe Lonegan 
Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftu: 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 


Moravian Bar 


Bon-Bon Buddies 
Kenny Shaffer (3) 
Gloria Mann 
Dick Wade 


Murray Rhythm Bar 

Fay Ray 

Lillian Bishop 

Berl Booker 

Mary Love 

Roni Carr 

Dotty King Ore 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Hollyw’d Bruneites 

Frank Murtha 

Le Shones 

Hugo Martinelli 

Berrys 

Rhythm Maniacs 

Geo Marchetti Ore 

Gid Falis Tavern» 

Musie Hall Gis (3) 

Harry Holly 

Clee Barr 


vv 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 


Lunceford O 





Joe De Marco 
Bob Krinog 
Billy Hays Ore 
Irma Lynn 
Open Door Cafe 
Guardsmen (8) 
Marion 
Russ Lebeau 
Sheila Starr 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Jeanettes (12) 
Viola Kiatss Ore 
Old Mii Ion 
Morse Sis 
Joe Hitchie 
Jock Downie 
Bob Tolley 


Frank Palumbo’s 
Harlem Highland'rs 


Wade & Wade 
Warren Boden 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 

60th St. Rathskelle: 
Virginia Barrett 
Monty Wolf 
Dorothy Allen 
Billy Smith 

Faye Merrill 
Bobby White 
Tony Bennett Ore 


Swan Club 


Pussy De Carmo 
Lunatrix (2) 
Jack Curtis 
Grace Collins 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Duke McHale 
Edith Delaney 


Frankie Schluth 

Lee Bohn 
Henry Patrick 
Yvonettes Marty Bohn 
Gloria French Town Tavern 
Karll Mary Novis 


Kaye & Grey 


Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa) 


Betty Carr 
Sammy Weston 
Dolly Delmont 


Gene Eyman Ore Johnny Guilfeyle 
Ritz Carlton 1 Sere 
Howard Lanin Ore 20th Century 


Sally La Marr 

Pat Juliano (3) 
Evelyn Kerwin 
Harry McKay 
TransAtlantic L’ge 


Roman Grille 
Montez & Marie 
Dan Montgomery 
Kitty Mitchell 
Jean Ware 


Jack Yson Ore Paul Kane 
Rendezvous Pen Fay 
(Hotel Senator) Bleanor Landy 
Shadrach Boys Venice Grill 
International (3) Nick Varallo Ore 
River Drive Ter Shirley Leslie 
Dick Wharton Orc | Grace Edwards 
Ray O'Day 


Showboat 
Clark & Eaton 
Gerald & Carol 
Marion Long 
Katherine Wolf Gls 
Gerard Rean 
Harry Taylor Ore Terry Baldwin 

Silver Lake Inn — 

. oni 
ae Bee en Marco & Ramona 
Watkins Sis Claire & Hudson 
Alice Lucey Phil De Jongh 
Jack Herman ——— we 
Frank Hasselt Ore ne yaa aces 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 


Walter Waiters 


Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Qro 


Weber’s Hef Brao 
’ Camden 


Stamp’s Raths’r Eldoradian: 
Cy White Dave Pierson 
Arnold eas Lamont Yacht Club 
Lonnie Vale 
H’ wood Blondes a by 
Sun Ray Gardens | aida 
Kitty Aelming Orc | Alice Mitchell 
Music Hall Gls (3) | Helen Jerrico 
Van Del Rio Victor Nelson Ore 
‘ 


PITTSBURGH 


Merry-Go-Round 
Howard Baum Orc 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 


June Gardner Jeanne Boaz 
Bill Medie New Hiicrest 
Balconades Eddie Weitz Orc 


H Fritsche Ore 
Bill Green’s 
Don Bestor Ore 
Mildred Law 
Dave Ballantine 
Blue Ridge Iun 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Pride & Dale 
Bill Benjamin 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 


Gerry Richards 
Nixon Cafe 

Al Marisco Ore 

Bob Carter 

R & E Reyes 

Pelletiers 

Edith Lambott 
Nut House 

Art Blakey Orc 

Chuck Wilson 


‘ Joe Klein 
Boogie-W oogie Club Hal & Dolly 
Alice Brooks Ore Ted Blake 


Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 

Buddy Walsh 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 


Cork and Bottle 


Orchard Inp 
Benny Burton Orc 
Oasis 
Bob Lazar Ore 
Dale Spohrer 


Lloyd Fox ’ Pines 
Colonial Don Rutter 
Art Farrar Ore Bill LeRoy Ore 
Eddie Peyton's Squirrel Coop 
Geo Overholt Ore Tiny Miller 


Dale Harkness 
Fiddie Miller 


Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 


Betty Breen Jerry Manning 
Eddie Bock Trelon 

51 Club Frank Ramos Ore 
Lyda Rodnok Yacht Club 
Max Tarshis 


H Middleman Ore 
Jackie Heller 
Sammy Walsh 


Pat McCauley 
Hotel Fort Pitt 


Ken Bailey Ore Ray Pike, Jr 
Johnny Mitchell Dolores King 
Herry Walton Christine Forsyth 
Jessie Wheatley C De Simone Decrs 
Hotel Henry Sky-Vue 
(Silver Grill) George Welles Orc 


Marty Schramm Henrietta 
4 Kings & Queen Bill Clydesdale 
(Gay 90's) Howard Feiling 
‘ Union Grill 


Qorothny Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Sammy Walters 

Frark Natale 

Mike Sandretto 
Vila Madrid 








Joe Vera Etzi Covato Ore 
Sam Bari Mark Lane 
Joe Petroselll Cansino & Cortez 
John Bonguid!i ee te ore 
Michael Strange 
Hotel Schenley | Weettien 
oat — Ore | Vietory Lounge 
JOY sing 
" i Toev Reynolds 
Hotel Wm Penn l Freddy Rose 
(Continental Bar) | : 
Billy Catizone 4 } Webster Hall 
Kennywood Park | Nelson Mapies Ore 
rT Oo | Fashionettes 
4 nompson re . . 
Mary Jane Camp | West View Park 
|} Dixon Bros Tommy Carlyn Ore 

















Goodman’s Plan | 


and available armories, the gross to 
be split among various war relief 
charities, 

Goodman says that he has several 
leaders who have given okays to the | 
idea, and others still have to be ap- 
proached. Tour would run for two 
weeks or so, dependent on scheduled 
commitments as to starting date. 

Goodman asserts he has spoken to 
both Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey on 
the idea, but it’s indefinite whether 
either or both will participate. The 
two brothers at one time had an 
idea of working out such a tour by 








Continued from page 1 








themselves, but if went gwry,. 


Succumbs to Knife Attack 


Des Moines, June 9. 

Harold F. McCasland, 26, Sulphur 
Springs, Tex., ticket seller at a girl 
dancing show with a carnival here 
last week, has succumbed to knife 
wounds received in a fight on the 
show grounds with several Negroes, 
two of whom have been charged 
with murder. One of the two alleged 
assailants, Robert B. Vandevere, 28, 





jis a widely known semi-professional 


football player. 

The fight is said to have been 
started when the Negroes were re- 
fused admittance to the show. Mc- 
Casland’s wife, Dolores, 27, told po- 
lice the men were denied admission 
because they were creating a dis- 
turbance. 


GYP CARNIVAL 
CAUSES RIOT 


Chicago, June 9. 

Angry public, torn by a desire to 
get even with what they termed 
‘crooked machines’ and ‘cheats,’ ran 
riot at the Four Star Shows, play- 
ing at Proviso Township, Chicago 
suburb. The carnival was set to 
close Sunday night (7) after a six- 
day run, sponsored by the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. 

Shortly after 11 Sunday night a 
player at one of the machines re- 
portedly demanded a payoff and was 
refused. He struck the game’s op- 
erator, and a general riot ensued 
ian which more than 1,000 partici- 
pated. Tents wére wrecked and 
fired, and booths were upset, with 
fights all over the carnival lot. 

Norman L. Dixon, manager of the 
carnival, was arrested and charged 
with disturbing the peace and riot- 
ing. A dozen other employees were 
held on open charges. The crowd 
was dispelled only after state and 
county police had arrested the man- 
ager. Officers from half dozen 
suburban towns joined with the state 
and county patrolmen to quell the 
riot. 

Amount of damage to the carnival 
not estimated, but early reports in- 
dicated that it would be consider- 
able. A sound truck was turned 
over, and numerous booths were 
damaged as the angry crowd smash- 
ed through with shouts of ‘Tear the 
place apart.’ 





Police of the locality commented | 


during the riot proceedings that 
complaints had been registered 
against the show during the stay 
by citizens who complained against 
the gambling and indecent shows 
were supposed to be a part of the 
carnival. 

In the latest check more than 50 
were treated at hospitals and police 
stations for injuries, black eyes, cut 
lips and bruised heads. 





Olsen- Johnson 9 to Play 
Al Schacht Team As Part 
Of Flag Day Exercises 


The Ali-Sports Carnival to be 
held at the Polo Grounds, New York, 
Sunday (14) Flag Day, will climax a 
weekend of patriotic activity high- 
lighted by the ‘New York In The 
War Parade’ on Saturday (13). 
Events at the bali park will include 
a four-round exhibition in which 
Joe Louis will participate, a demon- 
stration by Cornelius Warmerdam, 
the Coast holder of the world’s pole- 


vault record and a distance race in 
which Greg Rice, the two-mile 
champ, will compete. 


In addition, there will be two base- 
ball games, one in which an Olsen 
and Johnson team will vie with one 
led by Al Schacht, the baseball 
comedian, while the other will-have 
a Navy team, with Bob Feller in the 
pitcher’s box, opposed to an Army 
nine that will include Hank Green- 
berg, among other major leaguers. 
The Navy team will also include 
other big leaguers. Fred Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians will supply part of 
the musica] program, with the as- 
sistance of a glee club of 180 voices. 
Tommy Dorsey’s bandsmen will also 
be present, 

The sports carnival will be under 
the direction of Dick Fishell, WHN 
sports announcer, and Bert Bacha- 
rach. 





Edward Hurst sold his song, ‘Three 
Dots and a Dash,” to Sol Lesser as 
themer for ‘Stage Door Canteen’ at 
RKO. sou bw ix) 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Seeking Mac Horn 
El] Centre, Calif. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

This office has tried to keep in 
contact with Registrant, Max Hir- 
schorn, also known as Mac Horn. 
He is a musician, and evidently 
travels the one-night stands. He has 
kept us informed of his changes of 
address, until February of this year. 

We have mailed him order to re- 
port for induction and same was re- 
turned. He is now to be reported 
as a delinquent for failure to report 
changes of address and failure to re- 
port for induction. Could you give 
this some publicity? We have rea- 
son to believe that he is in orchestra 
work. 

Karmee A. Dolley, 
Clerk, Local Board No. 159. 





Where Is Roy E. Ferguson? 
Washington. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I have been requested by Miss 
Helen Marie Ferguson to help locate 
her father, Roy E. Ferguson. 

The fullest description I have of 
him is that he was born March 1, 
1894, has gray eyes and medium 
| blond hair. Between 1918 and 1922 
jhe was in a vaudeville act with 
| Estelle Francis Stinger. 

James Domengeaux. 
.(Congressman from La.) 








Salute te Radio 
Camp Lee, Va. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I feel that this should be brought 
to your attention, in as much as it 
highlights the spirit being shown by 
some of the radio stations through- 
out the United States at this time. 

Friday evening, April 24, station 
WRNL in Richmond, Va., attended 
the Military Ball given in honor of 
the quartermaster School's gradua- 
tion class of officers. In covering 
this affair, WRNL furaished (Miss) 
Glenn Graham, known as_ the 
Reveille Girl, who along with Lt. 
Maury J. Farrell, QMC gave the 
highlights of the ball. The unusual 
thing about this coverage was the 
manner in which Miss Graham and 
Lt. Farrell covered the highlights. 

Miss Graham and the Lt. danced 
about the floor with a_ portable 
microphone, described many of the 
dancing couples, stopped and inter- 
viewed many of them and kept the 
audience amused with the military 





feats of many of the officers and also 
with the style highlights of the 
ladies’ wear, as commentated by Miss 
Graham. 

As a member of the audience, via 
radio and in person, I felt that some 
mention should be made of this fact, 
and as an ex-radio fan, before the 
war, I sincerely hope that WRNL 
will gain some of the credit it de- 
serves. 


M. J. Farrell, 
(Second Lieut., QMC.) 


Tuneful Stripper 
New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

It is interesting to note that of the 
many war songs which have been 
introduced since the outbreak of 
hostilities, not one has taken on the 
proportions of any of the hit songs 
of the last war. It would not be fair 
to conclude that the songs written 
thus far have not been as good or as 
patriotic as those wriiten in 1918, 
for many of the writers of the 
former war hits have also contrib- 
uted their new tunes since Dec. 7, 
Rether, it seems to me, that people 
today are more serious about win- 
ning the war first, before singing 
about what they’re going to do! 

The time will come when the 
people of our country will be ready 
to sing spirited, patriotic songs, and 
when that time arrives we will know 
that we are well on our way to com- 
plete, everlasting victory. 

Ann Corio. 





Gerard’s Burlesquer? 
Cathedral City, Calif. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

That was an awful stab Bugs Baer 
made at all burlesque even in the 
old days. Said they were all awful. 
He doesn't remember when he used 
to come around the Friars with his 
blue shirt and collar that there were 
shows like Follies of the Day, Max 
Spiegel’s shows, Jack Singer’s, Dave 
Marion and others. 

Am working out a topical revue 
idea for New York at $1.50. If I 
can work it out I might do the 
show late in the summer. With the 
burlesque houses closed this has a 
good chance. Too bad all shows are 
tarred with the stigma of the kind 
that caused (License Commissioner 
| Paul) Moss to close up the present 
day burlesque theatres. 
Barney Gerard. 

















Continued 





effect being felt in theatres in the 
| metropolitan area, and that the shift 
can be expected to continue. 


Wall St., War Purchasing, Etc. 


| Though never an armament pro- 
| ducing center, New York since the 
| last war had a vigorous Wall Street, 
| with hundreds of thousands of well 
paid employees, instead of a deca- 
dent financig] district which is now 
often referred to as the deserted vil- 
lage, Also, the British and other Al- 
| lied nations purchasing commissions, 
| with their enormous staffs and all 





| the traffic which such operations of 
|} war supply entail, were located in 
|New York, instead of Washington, 
| during World War I. About the only 


war industries in the immediate New 
York area are the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard and the Sperry Gyroscope 
plant which scarcely make up for 


the traffic lost in the draft call, the | 


shift in population to defense cen- 
ters, the absence of the British Pur- 


chasing Commission and the strait- 
jacketing of Wall Street. 
Fear is expressed among indus- 


| trialists as well as showmen that if | 


clothes rationing, either voluntary or 
should be ordered by 
Government, then Manhattan 
may well become a road company 
edition of Passaic, N. J. 

New York’s Governor Herbert H. 
Lehman as well as state, municipal, 
financial and industrial leaders have 
taken cognizance of the situation in 
New York with regard to defense 
plants and plans are reported under 
way to remedy the situation via a 
drive to bring war plants into the 
city. Members of the Broadway As- 
sociation and other real estate organ- 
izations are also perturbed over the 
situation which is currently the basis 
of serious discussion. 

Meantime, the darkened outward 
aspects of New York, occasioned by 
the dimout, are expected to become 
aggravated, if the war continues, 
with the coming of fall and winter 
when shorter daylight hours will put 
Manhattan under wraps so much ear- 
lier than currently, 

Neighborhood theatres have suf- 


(fered. mast, so far. .The analoev he- 


N.Y. ‘Forgotten City’: 


from page 1 


tween New York today, under the 
dimout—plus occasional blackouts— 
and London’s night life, in the early 
| days of the war, is becoming more 
and -more apparent. 


| Despite the unnatural _ street 
|gloom, it’s had no deterrent effects 
on the gaiety in the Times Square 
and East Side sectors, and this past 
weekend, with the good war news, 
saw an especially jolly turnout in 
cafes, niteries, theatres, bistros, ete. 

Neighborhood film theatre opera- 
tors, who claim to have suffered 
|\from the exodus of workers from 
the Greater N. Y. area to wartime 
industries outside of New York City, 
this week were encouraged by re- 
'ports that both Mayor F. H. LaGuar- 
rdia and Governor Lehman were at- 
tempting to locate war industries 
in New York City on a greater scale. 
Both LaGuardia and the state’s chief 
| executive are approaching the prob- 
lem from the angle that something 
jmust be done to curb unemployment 
in the largest city of the U. S. while 
at the same time, offering to assist 





the Administration to alleviate 
crowded conditions in Washington. 

It’s generally known that while 
many other cities have prospered 
and that the Times Square area the- 
atres benefit from weekend influx 
of visitors from nearby war-plant 


communities, the N. Y. neighborhood 
cinemas have suffered. 

Aside from attempting to encour- 
age the location of new war-indus- 
try factories in Greater New York, 
present campaign is seeking to land 
such agencies as the Federal Patent 
Office, Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission, Department of Commerce, 
more of U. S. Shipbuilding setup 
and U. S. Public Health Service. 

Also felt by some N. Y. officials 
that part of the Government’s cen- 
sorship - propaganda establishment 
might logically be swung to New 
York city,” particularly in view of 
the fact that main offices for radio 
networks, picture distributors, press 
associations and news services as 
well as the Inter-American commit- 
tee, Donovan Committee and film 
business War Activities Committee 
OrenhnontedoiniM .Y 146 ws bie Sek 
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Currently STRAND, New York W odes 
Then Westward-ho | | 
Week June 26, CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago | 
and Beginning July 9, Six Weeks At : 
CASA MANANA, Culver City, Cal. 


Exclusive COLUMBIA RECORDING ARTIST TOL | 


“Vir , Georgia, and Caroline” 
Next release No. 36611 ¢pn'he anced 

















Bookings: MILLS ARTISTS INC. in association with GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 











